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Practice Not Perfect: The Practice of Worship 
March 16 & 17, 2019 – John Ortberg 

 
 

Note to Leaders: Every group is different, so we are providing a summary study with additional discussion questions in 
the Going Deeper section. Please choose the questions that relate best to your particular group. 
 
Follow up from last week: How did last week’s sermon on the practice of 
serving affect you this week?  
 

Connect  
1. What was memorable from this week’s sermon on the practice of 

worship? 
2. Share with the group a time you were wowed and why it was a “wow” 

moment for you. 
 

Engage  
1. Read 1 Corinthians 14:26.   

• What does Paul say about our responsibility when we gather for 
worship? 

• How is this different from the general understanding that worship is 
simply attending a church service on Sunday?  

2. Read Revelations 4:11.   
• What is God worthy of and why?    
• What is your response to the knowledge that God created all things? 

 

Apply  
1. Why is this lesson on worship relevant to you?  
2. How easy or difficult is it for you to see the “wow” in what God is doing in 

your life?  Why? 
3. How will you respond this week regarding your practice of worship?  

 

Pray 
Ask everyone to spend a minute in silent prayer contemplating the “wow” 
moments that God has shown them in their life. Close with the following prayer: 

Dear God, open our eyes and hearts to see and experience the “wow” that 
you do in our lives each day.  Help us to recognize our role in worship and 
to give you glory for all that you have created. In the precious name of 
Jesus Christ we pray, Amen. 

 
 

mailto:menlo.church.
mailto:menlo.church.


This resource and additional sermon study guides  Send questions to info@menlo.church 
are available at menlo.church/leaderresources.                                     

 

Going Deeper  
 
If you are ready to commit (or re-commit) your life to following Jesus, text 

“Ohwow” to 942-53 so that someone from your campus can follow up with 
you! 

 
If you are considering being baptized, go to menlo.church/baptism to learn 

more. 
 
Connect 
Why is it sometimes hard to see the “wow” that God is doing in our world 

today? 
 
Engage 
Read Philippians 4:4 

• What does this simple verse say to do and when? 
• What does it mean to rejoice “in the Lord”? 

 
Apply 

• What holds you back from rejoicing in the Lord always?   
• How can we as a life group encourage one another to live more joyously in 

the Lord, to be mindful of the “wow” that God is doing in the present? 
 
Learning Opportunity 
If possible, read Laughter in Heaven by Earl Palmer.  (It is out of print, but used 
copies can be found online.)  It is a wonderful book about the Parables of Jesus.  
In particular, one chapter talks about the laughter, or joy, in Heaven when one 
sinner, who was lost, is found.  It is a great reminder that we were all lost once 
(and maybe are still) and there is a shepherd looking for us, who will celebrate 
when we are found.   
 
Serving Opportunity 
Express your gratitude for all that God has given you by sharing your time and 

other resources with others.  Serve Your City is a great way to work with one 
of Menlo Church’s local partner organizations to help you and your life group 
find where you can help others regularly. View all of the projects and sign up 
online at menlo.church/serveyourcity. 
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