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Parables: The Good Samaritan  
January 18 & 19, 2020 – Matt Stephan  
 
Note to Leaders: Every group is different, please choose the questions that relate 
best to your particular group. 
 

Follow up from last week: How has your view of God the Father been impacted by our 
study last week of him in the Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32)? 
 

Connect  
1. Three weeks into the new year, where are you at with your resolutions?   
2. What do you think might have been the most memorable part of this weekend’s 

service to the stranger who was sitting near you? 
 

Engage  
Read Luke 10:25-37. Jesus tells the Parable of the Good Samaritan to a Jewish law expert. 
Jews and Samaritans were alienated from one another for centuries, so the story was 
designed to provoke the listeners’ thinking. 

• How did the traveler come to need help on the famously dangerous path to Jericho? 
• How did the Jewish spiritual leaders (whom the law expert would have respected) 

respond to the man’s obvious misfortune? 
• What did the Samaritan do for the stranger? 
• What do we learn about the law expert from his dialog with Jesus? 
• Summarize Jesus’ teaching on obtaining eternal life in this encounter? 

 

Apply  
1. How might you react to encountering a stranger in obvious desperate need? 
2. What does your imagined reaction to that scenario tell you about your attitudes, 

preconceptions, prejudices and/or fears? 
3. What insights does the scenario give you into your view of God and love for God? 
4. How are you going to let God change you as a result?   

 

Pray together this traditional prayer about caring for others: 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.  
Where there is hatred, let me bring love. Where there is offense, let me bring pardon.  
Where there is discord, let me bring union. Where there is error, let me bring truth.  
Where there is doubt, let me bring faith. Where there is despair, let me bring hope.  
Where there is darkness, let me bring your light. Where there is sadness, let me bring 
joy. 
O Master, let me not seek as much to be consoled as to console, to be understood as to 
understand, to be loved as to love.  For it is in giving that one receives, it is in self-
forgetting that one finds, it is in pardoning that one is pardoned, and it is in dying that 
one is raised to eternal life. Amen. 
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Going Deeper  
 
Connect 
If your name was found on a building 2000 years from now, what is the legacy that you 
would want it to represent (and why)? 

 

Engage 
The man on the side of the road and the Samaritan are switched from their expected roles 
in Jesus’s parable. How does this help the listener? 

 

Apply 
• Why is our love for God and our treatment of our neighbors (those we encounter in 

life) related? 
• Consider the care that the victim received in the parable; it was more like the care 

that close family would receive than a total stranger and traditional enemy.  If you 
were the victim, how would you feel when you recovered? How might such an 
experience affect your future life and actions? 

• Who in your family, friends or acquaintances needs help that you could have 
provided but withheld? What can you do now with God’s help? 

• “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:31) Where do you need help in loving 
yourself? How does your self-care affect your perception of others’ needs and your 
willingness to help? 

 

Next Steps  
• Need help with the consequences of your actions or those of others, or just coping 

with the challenges of life? Find help at menlo.church/connect/supportandrecovery 
• Do you have questions about Christian faith? Join us for our winter Alpha session – a 

low-pressure, judgement-free space with good food and great discussions. Learn 
more and register at menlo.church/alpha  

• Ready to take a next step at Menlo Church? Come to Starting Point to figure out 
your next step. Learn more and register at menlo.church/startingpoint  

 

Serving Opportunity 
The Parable of the Good Samaritan shows the standard of care for those we encounter in 

life. Find where you might help at menlo.church/connect/serve 
 

Personal Spiritual Practice Ideas 
Review the Parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10 and journal your reflections on the 

nature of ‘loving your neighbor as yourself’ as Jesus illustrated there. 
 

Review the prayer at the end of the study guide, usually apocryphally attributed to St 
Francis of Assisi. Journal your reflections. 

 

Message review 
Matt Stephan identified three teaching layers in Jesus’ telling of this parable: 

• Layer 1: Otherworldly Generosity 
• Layer 2: Transformed heart 
• Layer 3: Our Spiritual Need 
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