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#Killingit: The Way Up is Down 
September 15&16, 2018 – John Ortberg 
 
 

Note to Leaders: Every group is different, so we are providing a summary study with additional discussion questions in the 
Going Deeper section. Please choose the questions that relate best to your particular group. 
 
Follow up from last week: How was your experience this last week turning from 
‘killing it’ in the world’s way to follow Jesus throughout your days?  
 

Connect  
1. What stuck with you from this week’s message and why? 
2. What is your favorite logo and why (e.g. for what it represents, the message 

in the logo, or association with a special memory)? 
 

Engage  
1. Read 1 Corinthians 1:22-23; 2:2; Matthew 12:38.   

• What is the core message of Paul in these verses? 
• How does the core message differ from the expectations of Jewish 

teachers and learned people – i.e. those who are ‘killing it’ in Corinth? 
2. Read 1 Corinthians 1:17-18.   

• What styles of preaching does Paul say he avoided? 
• Why did he do this even though he could have been able to ’kill it’ using 

the other styles? 
3.  Read Luke 9:23, Galatians 2:20.   

• What does it mean to be a follower of Jesus? 
 

Apply  
1. What would it look like for a follower of Jesus to be ‘killing it’?  
2. If you are debating in your mind whether to follow Jesus, what is holding you 

back? 
3. Looking again at Luke 9:23 & Galatians 2:20, how do these characteristics of 

following Jesus work out in your life and where do you need us to pray for 
you? 

 

Pray 
God of grace and peace, the temptations to live like the people of Corinth persist 
to this day. Thank you for your work through the apostle Paul and the wisdom he 
shared that helps us to follow you. Open our minds to understand what we need to 
learn from our study of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians and give us the courage to 
respond to your voice alone. We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Going Deeper  
Connect 

1. What is your favorite oxymoron and why? (a two word name, each word 
would normally be contradictory – e.g. Jumbo shrimp, civil war) 

 
Learning Opportunity 

1. Begin reading 1 Corinthians as our church spends the next several months 
learning from this book of the Bible. Write down your questions and pray for 
the Holy Spirit to teach you.  

2. Learn more about the Daily Examen that St. Ignatius practiced. (Search 
online for “Ignatian spirituality”)  

3. Go to bible.com to download the Bible app to your mobile device. Search for 
“Killing it” in the Bible reading plans. You will find a 10-day study of 1 
Corinthians from Menlo Church.  

 
Serving Opportunity 

Serving others often helps us to better understand our need for Jesus to live in 
us, rather than being limited to what we might accomplish in our human ability.  
Go to Menlo.church/serve to find a place to serve.   
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