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#Killingit: But God 
October 13&14, 2018 – John Ortberg 

Note to Leaders: Every group is different, so we are providing a summary study with additional discussion questions 
in the Going Deeper section. Please choose the questions that relate best to your particular group. 
 
Follow up from last week: What did you hear from Dr. John Perkins last week 
that impacted your faith? 
 

Connect  
1. What part of the worship service this week impacted you most?  
2. Identify at least 2-3 situations where your response has been “But I..” to 

something you should do. 
 

Engage  
1. Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

• How does the Apostle Paul describe God’s perspective on social 
power/influence? 

• Why is this difference significant? 
2. Read Acts 2:23-24 

• How is the phrase “But God” important to this passage?  
 

Apply  
1. “But I..” is a perspective that doesn’t just keep you from succeeding in what really 

matters; it stops you from even trying. 
“But God..” means that this world does not get the last word on who you can be or 
what you can do.  
How often do you express the “But God” and the “But I” perspective, 
and what would help you choose “But God” more often? 

2. How will you respond this week?  
 

Pray 
Loving and all-powerful God, we give you thanks for Jesus and for his 
sacrifice on the cross.  It is an eternal reminder of how you do not and will 
not ever give up on us.  Thank you that even when we allow our inadequacies 
to stop us (“But I”), you are stronger than our weaknesses (“But God”).  Open 
our eyes to see how nothing is impossible with you.  We want to join you in 
your work of transforming the San Francisco Bay Area into a place where 
lives are transformed through you and with you. In Jesus’ name we pray, 
Amen.  
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Going Deeper  
 
Engage 

1. Read Genesis 50:20, Psalm 73:26, Matthew 19:26, 1 Samuel 16:7 
• What is the contrast that is drawn in each of these verses? 
• What do you learn about God?    

2. Read 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
• What does the Apostle Paul learn about God because of the “thorn 

in [his] flesh”? 
• What is Paul’s response? 

  
Learning Opportunity 
Search the Bible and read about Moses, Gideon, Jeremiah, Esther, and 
Abraham.   

• What did God ask each of these people to do? 
• How did each person’s response demonstrate a “But I..” attitude (i.e. an 

attitude that stops them from even trying)? 
• How did God respond? 

 
Serving Opportunity 
Serve Your City registration opens next weekend.  Begin discussing as a 
group how you can serve others together during the upcoming holiday 
season. 
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