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I Didn’t Say That: Money Is the Root of All Evil 
June 15 & 16, 2019 – Eugene Lee  
Note to Leaders: Every group is different, so we are providing a summary 
study with additional discussion questions in the Going Deeper section. 
Please choose the questions that relate best to your particular group. 
 

Follow up from last week: How did last week’s sermon on asking God for 
help through prayer affect you this week?  
 

Connect  
1. What was most memorable about the weekend’s sermon on the love of 

money and wealth? 
2. How would you describe someone who is generous with money? 

 

Engage  
1. Read 1 Timothy 6: 6-10.   

• What is Paul instructing young Timothy to do? 
• What is Paul warning Timothy to avoid and why?  

2. Read 1 Timothy 6: 17-19.   
• What is Paul saying to those rich among the believers? 
• What is the result of following Paul’s instructions regarding wealth?  

 

Apply  
1. How is contentment and the love of money relevant to you?  
2. What areas regarding wealth do you need to put before God?   
3. How will you respond this week regarding the topic of money and 

wealth? 
 

Pray 
Father, thank you for every second and every penny I have. Help me to use 
my time and my resources in a way that reflects your goodness and glory. 
Amen 
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Going Deeper  
Connect 
Dallas Willard said, “The idealization of poverty is one of the most dangerous 
illusions of Christians in the contemporary world. Wealth is but a part of 
created reality, pronounced by God as good. But like the body before 
redemption the wealth of this fallen world usually tends toward evil. This 
‘normal’ tendency can and must be removed through possession and 
purification by us, its owners, who live to see it submitted to God. Riches are 
not holy; riches are not evil. They are creations we are to use for God.” 

1. In what ways have you seen Christians idealize poverty? 
2. What do you think “possession and purification” would look like in 

order to remove the tendency to use wealth for evil? 
 
Apply 
Money can be a surface idol that serves to satisfy more foundational 
impulses. Some people want lots of money as a way to control their world 
and life. Such people don’t spend much money and live very modestly. They 
keep it all safely saved and invested, so they can feel completely secure in the 
world. Others want money for access to social circles and to make themselves 
beautiful and attractive. These people do spend money on themselves in 
lavish ways. Other people want money because it gives them so much power 
over others. In every case, money functions as an idol and yet, because of 
various deep idols, it results in very different patterns of behavior. – Tim 
Keller in Counterfeit Gods 

1. Keller describes three ways that money can function as an idol in a 
person’s life.  Which of these three ways (or maybe another way) 
describe how money has been (or is) an idol in your own life? 

2. What are the underlying motives that drive that idol? 
 
Learning Opportunity 

1. Learn more about managing your personal finances using principles 
from the Bible.  https://menlo.church/group/crownfinancial 

2. Manage your debt and get on a solid financial path with a 9-week 
course called Financial Peace University.  
https://menlo.church/event/fpu/2019-06-19 
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