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Hope Does Not Disappoint: Easter Hope 
April 20 & 21, 2019 – John Ortberg  

 
 
Note to Leaders: Every group is different, so we are providing a summary study with additional discussion questions 
in the Going Deeper section. Please choose the questions that relate best to your particular group. 
 

Follow up from last week: How has your hope in Jesus grown in the last 
week (1 Corinthians 15:18)?  
 

Connect  
1. Thinking back over the Holy Week services, what moved you most?  
2. What is your favorite aspect of Holy Week (e.g. Palm Sunday, Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday) and why? 
 

Engage  
1. Read Mark 16:1,6-8; Luke 24:11; John 20:19  

• Why were the women the first witnesses of the resurrection? 
• What were their reactions? 
• How did the disciples react to the women’s news?  
• Why were their reactions different from the women’s?  
• What eventually changed their reactions? 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 15:13-20   
• Why does the resurrection of Jesus matter? 
• What are the implications of his resurrection?  

 

Apply  
1. Where are you in your relationship to Jesus: friend/admirer, follower of 

some of his teachings, believer in his resurrection? 
2. Read 1 Corinthians 15:36. There is no resurrection without a death first. 

In which ways have you died and been resurrected in Christ?  
3. Where do you need God to do a resurrection in your life? 

 

Pray 
Lord Jesus, thank you for your resurrection, which showed our sins were paid 
for and that you are the Messiah.  Thank you also for appearing to your 
disciples and teaching them so that we have their witness accounts, not just 
an empty tomb. Thank you that you have compassion on each of us, finding 
us where we are and bringing us to resurrection life. In your name we pray, 
Amen. 
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Going Deeper  
Connect 

Leader: “Jesus Christ is risen.”  
Group: “He is risen INDEED.”   

Why is this greeting special? 
 
Learning Opportunity 
To learn more about the importance of the resurrection,  
Consider reading  

More Than a Carpenter by Josh McDowell 
The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel 
Who is This Man? by John Ortberg 

Consider trying Alpha https://menlo.church/alpha  
 
Serving Opportunity 
After his resurrection, Jesus gave his disciples “the Great Commission”: to go 

into all the world and make disciples (Matthew 28:16-20). How will you 
‘go’? Find ideas and opportunities at https://menlo.church/connect/serve  

 
Personal Spiritual Practice 
Baptism is an important step in following Jesus. Find out more at 

https://menlo.church/baptism-1  
Growing in our faith is easier in a group – Starting Point is a great place to 

connect with others to launch a new Life Group.  Our next series will take 
place in the Fall. https://menlo.church/startingpoint  
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