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"Good” People: When Happily Isn't Ever After 
November 11 & 12, 2017 – John Ortberg 
 
 

Note to Leaders: Every small group is different, so we are providing a summary study with additional discussion 
questions in the Going Deeper section. Please choose the questions that relate best to your particular group. 
 
Follow up from last week: How did last week’s sermon on sexual sins and the need 
for Christian accountability affect you this week?  
 

Connect  
1. What stood out to you from the weekend’s message on marriage and 

divorce?   
2. What do you think about the statement, “Bad marriages take work; good 

marriages take more work”? 
 

Engage  
1. Read Matthew 1:19   

• How was Joseph planning to handle the situation with Mary after finding 
out she was pregnant? (This is when he was not aware she had conceived 
by the Holy Spirit)? 

• How is his desire not to expose Mary different from his right under the Old 
Testament Law? (see Leviticus 20:10) 

2. Read Matthew 19:3-6 
• How does Jesus address the question by the Pharisees (teachers of the 

Old Testament Law) about divorce for any cause? 
• The phrase at the end of verse 6 is part of many Christian marriage 

ceremonies.  What is Jesus saying about what happens in marriage and 
how does it relate to divorce?  

 

Apply  
1. God’s intent in creation is to bring man and woman together in shalom 

(peace/harmony). But, the world and our sinful nature often force a husband 
and wife apart.  How is this relevant in your life/experience? 

2. How can our group help you and one another in this area? 
3. How will you respond this week in the knowledge that God’s intent for 

marriage and creation is to bring together in shalom/harmony in the midst of 
a chaotic world?  

 

Pray 
Dear Father in heaven. thank you that you gave your only son as a sacrifice for our 
sins.  We have all fallen short, and none of us is without fault or sin.  We come to you 
broken in our relationships, and we long for shalom and harmony.  Help us to learn 
to forgive one another as you have already forgiven us.  In Jesus Christ’s name we 
pray, Amen.  
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Going Deeper  
Connect 
Share with the group what type of relationship or lack of relationship your parents 

had when you were growing up. 
 
Engage 
Read Matthew 19: 7-8 

• What does Jesus mean when he says that divorce is a result of our “hard” 
hearts? 

• What does it mean to have a “soft” heart? 
Read Jeremiah 3:8 and 2 Corinthians 5: 18-19 

• In the law given by Moses, the honorable way to divorce a woman was to give 
her a “certificate of divorce,” which released any claims that the man had on 
the woman.  Why did God give his people (Israel) a certificate of divorce? 

• What does this tell us about God’s experience with the people that he loves? 
• What did God offer in order to invite his people (us!) to be reconciled with 

him? 
Read Matthew 5:31-32 

• In this passage, Jesus is not creating a new rule, nor is he critiquing the 
practice of giving a certificate of divorce.  Instead, consistent with the 
preceding passages, he is describing the kind of care/heart that a man should 
have for his wife when considering divorce.  Describe that care. 
 

Apply 
• Do you think you have a hard heart, and why or why not? 
• When a hardened heart is broken, is it still hard? 
• How does this apply to you? 

 
Learning Opportunity 
Go to http://menlo.church to find groups that support marriages (Search: Marriage).  
Additionally, Menlo’s Divorce and Relationship Recovery is a safe place where those 
going through a divorce or relationship breakup can receive support and improve 
your relational skills (Search: Divorce). 
 
Serving Opportunity 
This holiday season, make time to serve together as a group.  Find opportunities 

near one of our campuses at http://menlo.church (Search: Serve Your City). 
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