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Designing Your Life: Solomon 
August 17 & 18, 2019 – John Ortberg  
Note to Leaders: Every group is different, so we are providing a summary study 
with additional discussion questions in the Going Deeper section. Please choose the 
questions that relate best to your particular group. 
 

Follow up from last week: What evidence did you find this week of the movements of God 
where you are?  
 

Connect  
1. How did this weekend’s service change your life? 
2. Who is the wisest person you know personally? Briefly give an illustration of their 

wisdom. 
 

Engage  
Read 1 Kings 3:1-15; 1 Kings 6:38-7:1; 11:1-6 

• The writer of 1 Kings uses ‘except’ (3:3) and ‘however’ (7:1, 11:1) to highlight Solomon’s 
problem areas. What were they?  

• Where were the Israelites worshipping and why?   
• Why is it acceptable for the Israelites to worship at a place where it appears (in 1 

Kings 3:3) that Solomon should not? 
• Describe Solomon’s commitment to obeying God as demonstrated in 1 Kings 3:4-9. 
• How did Solomon’s actions in 1 Kings 3:1-3 foreshadow what we learn in 1 Kings 11:1-6? 
• What do you learn about Solomon from these passages?   

 

Apply  
1. What did Solomon do with the wisdom that God gave to him when it came to his 

personal desires/”appetites”?    
2. What “exceptions” (or “howevers”) in your life fall outside of the way of God? 
3. How can you bring the exceptions in your life into harmony with the whole of your 

life, starting this week?  
 

Pray 
Heavenly Father, thank you for loving us as we are, even though we tend to love you 
imperfectly and obey you selectively. Help us to see clearly our exceptions to trusting, 
loving and obeying you fully. Make them like irritants to us until we will choose to give them 
up and instead become wholly devoted to you. Thank you that Jesus was wiser and greater 
than Solomon, and obedient even to the cross. It is in his name we pray. Amen. 
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Going Deeper  
Connect 

1. What would you like your epitaph to say? 
2. If God said to you, “Ask for whatever you want me to give to you,” how would you 

respond? 
 
Engage 

Read 1 Kings 4:22-3, 29-33, 10:3, 22-23.  
• How did Solomon use the wealth that he received? 
• What might he have done if he had applied his God-given wisdom to stewarding 

those riches? 
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