
 This resource and additional sermon study guides  Send questions to info@menlo.church 
are available at menlo.church.                                     

 

Deconstruction: Choose Your Foundation  
April 21 & 22, 2018 – John Ortberg 
 
 

Note to Leaders: Every group is different, so we are providing a summary study with additional discussion questions 
in the Going Deeper section. Please choose the questions that relate best to your particular group. 
 
Follow up from last week: How did the passage on producing good fruit and being 
connected to God’s vine/tree affect you this week?  
 

Connect  
1. What was memorable from this week’s sermon on becoming a true 

disciple of Jesus Christ and building your house/life on God’s word? 
2. Share about someone you admired and/or who inspired you when you 

were a child.   
 

Engage  
Read Matthew 7:24-27  

• How does Jesus describe the wise man? the foolish man? 
• What is different and what is the same between the experience of the 

wise and foolish man in the story? 
• What does the storm represent? 
• What is Jesus communicating about the house that is destroyed? 
 

Apply  
1. Would you say that you are building your life like the house built on 

rock, the house built on sand, or somewhere in between, and why?  
2. Where are you in the process of becoming a disciple (a hearer and 

doer) of Jesus Christ? 
3. How will you respond this week to Jesus Christ’s call to be his disciple?  

 

Pray 
Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for sharing your love and wisdom in the flesh 
with us through Jesus Christ.  Help us with our unbelief and grant us faith to 
follow your word this week. Amen. 
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Going Deeper  
Connect 
What is most difficult for you about being a disciple of Jesus Christ and 

obeying his words? 
 
Engage 
“Being a disciple doesn’t mean being a good disciple.” What are your 

thoughts on this statement?   
 
Apply 

• Have you become Jesus’s 
disciple?  If your answer is yes, 
consider printing and signing 
the discipleship commitment to 
the right.  To receive a copy of 
the commitment, text DISCIPLE 
to 68398.  (It is sized to be used 
as a phone background.) 

• What is a time when you 
obeyed God’s word and a time 
when you strayed from God’s 
teachings?  

• Why do you think some life 
circumstances help (or hurt) our 
ability to follow Jesus’s 
teachings?   

 
Serving Opportunity 
Our Spring Serve Your City is coming up on April 28! Learn more at 
menlo.church/serveyourcity  
 
Personal Spiritual Practice Idea 

• How is God speaking into your life right now? If you have never made a 
public profession of your commitment to follow Jesus, meet with a 
campus pastor to determine whether baptism is step you would like to 
take.  Our next baptism opportunity is the weekend of May 6. Go to 
menlo.church/baptism to learn more.  

• Everybody builds a house (your life).  Every house faces storms 
(challenges / crises).  The strength of the storm will reveal the quality of 
the foundation of the house.  This week, take time to carefully assess 
the condition of your house and its foundation.  What work needs to be 
done to prepare for whatever storm may come next? 
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