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Cross Examine: Baptism 
November 17 & 18, 2018 – John Ortberg 

 
Note to Leaders: Every group is different, so we are providing a summary study with additional discussion questions 
in the Going Deeper section. Please choose the questions that relate best to your particular group. 
 
Follow up from last week: Last week, in 1 Corinthians 3:9-17, we looked at 
what our life’s foundation and building materials should be. What did you 
build this week that will last for eternity? 
 

Connect  
1. What stayed with you from the weekend service, including from the 

baptisms? 
2. If you could start your life over again, same circumstances, what would 

you do differently? 
 

Engage  
Read Exodus 13:21, 14:5-30, and 1 Corinthians 10:1-2.   
• What was the original role of the pillar of cloud?  
• What was different about the cloud this time? 
• How was the Israelites’ crossing of the Red Sea a helpful picture of 

baptism to the Corinthians?  
 

Apply  
1. The Israelites would reasonably have been apprehensive of crossing 

between the waters of the Red Sea. What reservations do you have 
about fully trusting in Jesus? 

2a. If you have not made a public confession of your faith through 
baptism, what will help you take that step?  

2b. If you have been baptized, what led you to do so? 
3. What will you do this week to deepen your faith in Jesus?  

 

Pray 
Pray 1 Corinthians 1:4-9 for each other. 
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Going Deeper  
 
Engage 

1. Read Romans 6:4 
• What is the meaning of baptism for the Christian believer? 
• Why is baptism an important step of our faith journey? 

2. Read Exodus 1:15-20, the story of the Hebrew midwives resisting the 
King of Egypt. 

• How did Shiphrah and Puah disobey Pharaoh’s command, and 
what was the result? 

 
Apply 

1. In Romans 6:4, we are told “we too may live a new life”. How has your 
post-baptism life been different? 

2. Like the vengeful human army pursued the Israelites before their 
deliverance, what ‘pursued’ you and was defeated by your trusting in 
Jesus, as demonstrated in your baptism? Share details as you are 
comfortable, so others may be encouraged. 

3. You may not be asked to commit infanticide like the Hebrew midwives 
in Exodus 1, but there may be situations where you are called to resist 
wrongful authorities. How have you reacted in those circumstances, or 
how would you react?  

 
Serving Opportunity 
• Registration for Serve Your City (Holiday edition!) is open. Go to 

menlo.church/serveyourcity to sign up with your Life Group up for a project 
that is of interest. If your group has served before, consider serving with the 
same organization to help strengthen relationships with those whom you 
have met already.  

• Welcome our neighbors at Christmastime by volunteering at one (or more!) 
of our Christmas services. Sign up at menlo.church/christmasserving.  

 
Personal Spiritual Practice Idea 
Review the Israelite’s song of celebration after coming out of the Red Sea in 

Exodus 15:1-15. Store in your memory the words expressing trust in God, 
for when you are in the midst of potential scary situations in the future – 
diagnosis, loss of loved one, natural disaster. 
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