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Belong: Serving 
August 11&12, 2018 – John Ortberg 
 

Note to Leaders: Every group is different, so we are providing a summary study with additional discussion questions 
in the Going Deeper section. Please choose the questions that relate best to your particular group. 
 
Follow up from last week: Of the ways we are to relate to one another, which 
one affected you the most this week?  
 

Connect  
1. What impacted you the most from this week’s message? 
2. What is a “spiritual gift”? 
 

Engage  
1. Read Ephesians 2:10 

• What does it mean to be “God’s handiwork”? 
• For what purpose did God create you? 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 12:7, 12:12, 12:21, and 12:26, and Philippians 2:2-3  
• What is the purpose of spiritual gifts? 
• Why do different people have different spiritual gifts? 
• Why are no gifts more important than others? 
• How is humility an integral part of this? 

 

Apply  
1. What spiritual gifts has God given you* and how are you using them? 
2. In what ways can you more fully use your spiritual gifts? 
 

Pray 
Lord, please help us to learn in what ways you have gifted us.   Show us each 
day how you want us to use these gifts to serve you.  May we be your hands 
and feet in the world to do your good works. In the name of Jesus Christ, 
through whom we are enabled, Amen. 
 
*If you are not sure what your spiritual gifts may be, one way you can learn is by taking a 
spiritual gifts test.  See Going Deeper–Learning Opportunity section to learn how to access 
one. 
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Going Deeper  
Engage 

1. Read 1 Peter 2:9 (The Message translation): “But you are the ones 
chosen by God, chosen for the high calling of priestly work, God’s 
instruments to do his work”.   
• Who is chosen by God? 
• What is “priestly work”?  

2. Read Galatians 6:9-10. 
• To whom should you do good? 
• How are you rewarded by serving? 
• Why should you not give up or seek praise? 

 
Apply 

1. How humble are you about your good works? 
2. What type of good works do you prefer doing? 
3. What happens if God calls you to serve in a way that you are not 

comfortable with? 
 
Learning Opportunity 

1. Read Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 
2. Go to menlo.church/leaderresources.  Scroll to the “Training 

Documents” section and select the link called “Spiritual Gifts 
Discovery.”  This will allow you to take a (free) online spiritual gifts test.   

 
Serving Opportunity 
Find ways to serve on menlo.church/serve  
 
Personal Spiritual Practice Idea/experiment 
Consider that you were created to serve, called to serve and gifted to serve.  

And when you serve, you are changed, you are used for good purposes, 
and you are rewarded.  Each morning ask God to show you how he wants 
you to serve him this day, and every evening reflect on what you learned.  
Give thanks for the opportunity to serve. 
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