
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                    A Sternberg Report Sponsored Message 
       

          Diverse Demos. Delivered Daily.   
  

 ION Television is the #3-RANKED NETWORK among 
         AFRICAN-AMERICAN AND HISPANIC households. 
  
                                                             Source: The Nielsen Co. 18-19 Season. Rankings based on AA and Hispanic Impressions, HH Prime. All ad-supported cable networks. 
 
_ 

The Sternberg Report ©2019 
 
 

November 2019  #77 

Creating TV Buzz at Comic Cons 
By Steve Sternberg 

 

Comic cons have come a long way since the first “official” comic book convention took place in New 
York in 1964 with just over 100 attendees in a hotel conference room sitting on folding chairs.   
 

Originally, these conventions focused primarily on comic books and the surrounding culture, where 
comic book fans could meet creators, artists, experts, and one another to discuss story arcs, cover 

art, and buy and sell back issues.  Today, most of them have grown into multi-day events that include 
numerous pop-culture and entertainment elements, including comic books, horror, sci-fi, fantasy, 
anime, manga, toys, animation art, collectibles of every stripe, card and video games, graphic novels, 

and cosplay (costume play, where fans dress up as a fictional character from a movie, TV show, 
comic book, or video game), as well as movie and television series previews and panels. 

 
The biggest and most well-known annual comic cons are in San Diego (July) and New York 
(October).  In addition to being a marketplace to buy and sell comic books and other pop-culture 

items, these have also become major marketing events – TV and movie stars and producers join 
panels geared to generating buzz among hardcore fans, which their publicity machines try to make 

sure will spill over to the general public.   
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Anything related to superheroes or sci-fi tend to have a significant presence at these events.  On the 

TV front in recent years, ad-supported and premium cable sci-fi/fantasy hits (such as The Walking 

Dead, Game of Thrones, and Westworld) have received strong buzz at these conventions, as have 
streaming series such as Stranger Things, The Boys, and Star Trek: Discovery from such outlets as 

Netflix, Amazon Prime Video, Hulu, and CBS All Access.  The broadcast networks have new and 
returning series represented at the larger comic cons.  Disney+, HBO Max (WarnerMedia), Apple 

TV+, and Peacock (NBC Universal) are all debuting over the next few months and will undoubtedly 
have strong presences at future conventions. 
 

Following are brief descriptions of some of the largest comic cons. 
 

Comic Con International, more commonly known as San Diego Comic 
Con (SDCC), was founded back in 1970 as The Golden State Comic 
Book Convention.  It initially drew around 300 people.  It has since grown 

into a four-day, multi-genre, mega event.  Originally a convention 
designed to showcase comic books and sci-fi/fantasy, studios did not 

see it as having any value for marketing their upcoming projects.  
Attendance steadily grew throughout the 1980s and 1990s, and 

stabilized at around 30 or 40,000.  There were numerous other annual conventions that were 

contained in their own universes – Star Trek, Star Wars, Dr. Who, etc. – which limited the growth of 
the San Diego show. 

 
The early-to-mid 2000’s saw the Star Wars prequels, the expanding Marvel movie universe (and 
broadening of its fan base), the emergence of edgier original scripted cable series, premium cable 
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hits, and streaming services.  As movie and TV studios provided sneak peaks of upcoming projects, 
and major stars began attending panel discussions, attendance started to grow dramatically.   

 
In 2004, SDCC took over the entire San Diego Convention Center, and by 2006, had reached 
130,000.  In 2015, the year the highly anticipated Star Wars: The Force Awakens movie debuted, 

SDCC drew its highest attendance ever, at 170,000.  Since then, most counts place its annual 
attendance at 130,000+.  It remains the most publicized and influential event of its kind. 

 
Here’s a brief rundown of the major TV show-related panels and presentations at this year’s San 
Diego Comic Con.  While the production studios typically host these events, I’m listing them based 

on the network or streaming service that airs them: 
 

San Diego Comic Con 2019 TV Panels 
ABC Marvel’s Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., The Rookie, Emergence (new), Stumptown (new) 
CBS Evil (new) 
CW Legacies, Arrow, Supergirl, Black Lightning, The Flash, Supernatural, Riverdale, 

Batwoman (new), Nancy Drew (new), 
FOX Bob’s Burgers, What Just Happened?, The Simpsons, Family Guy, Prodigal Son (new), 

Bless the Harts (new), NeXt (new), 
NBC Superstore, The Good Place, Brooklyn Nine Nine 
Adult Swim Robot Chicken, Rick and Morty, Primal (new) 
AMC The Walking Dead, Fear the Walking Dead, The Terror: Infamy, Preacher, NOS4A2 
Cartoon Transformers: Cyberverse, Teen Titans GO, DC Super Hero Girls, Infinity Train (new) 
Comedy Central Crank Yankers 
Disney Channel Ducktales 
FX What We Do In the Shadows, Mayans M.C. 
FXX Archer 
History Project Blue Book 
Nickelodeon SpongeBob SquarePants (20th anniversary) 
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San Diego Comic Con 2019 TV Panels 

SYFY Van Helsing, Wynonna Earp, The Magicians 
TBS American Dad, Snowpiercer (new) 
Travel Ghost Adventures Live! 
Epix Pennyworth (new) 
HBO Game of Thrones, Westworld, His Dark Materials (new) 
Starz The Rook 
Amazon Prime  The Expanse, Man in the High Castle, Undone (new), The Boys (new), Carnival Row (new) 
CBS All Access Star Trek Discovery, Star Trek: Picard (new), Star Trek: Lower Decks (new) 
DC Universe Titans, Doom Patrol, Young Justice: Outsiders, Harley Quinn (new) 
Hulu Veronica Mars, Solar Opposites (new), The Orville (formerly on FOX) 
Netflix The Order, Cursed (new), The Witcher (new), The Dark Crystal: Age of Resistance (new) 
Shudder Creepshow 
YouTube Cobra Kai, Impulse 

 
 

 
The New York Comic Con (NYCC) started in 2006, 

and was initially much smaller than the San Diego 
convention (and took place in February).  It was 
located in the main exhibition hall of the Jacob Javits 

Center, with a capacity of 10,000.  Many more attendees than anticipated showed up, and it was 
kind of a mess as fire marshals had to lock down admissions until enough people left.  Over the next 

few years, the event took over more space in the Javits Center and attendance started to grow.  But 
it was still nowhere near SDCC levels. 
 

In 2013, when single-day passes for Thursday (the first day of the four-day event) were available for 
the first time, attendance topped 130,000, putting it on par with the San Diego show (in attendance, 

but not yet in the number of all-star panels or influence).  In 2014, attendance hit 151,000, making it 
the largest show in North America.  In 2017, it drew 180,000 attendee 
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Since the SDCC takes place in California, it’s had a much larger presence of Hollywood studios and 
all-star panels.  But that has been gradually changing.  While the SDCC is in July, the NYCC is in 

October, just as the fall TV season is getting underway, and right before any holiday theatrical 
movies.  The NYCC also became a viable option for many (not on the west coast) who were not able 
to obtain the nearly impossible to get SDCC attendee badges.  Panels are presented in various 

locations in Manhattan, with the main show continuing at the Jacob Javits Center. 
 

Here’s a brief rundown of the major TV show related panels and presentations at this year’s New 
York Comic Con: 

 
New York Comic Con 2019 TV Panels  

ABC Emergence (new) 
CBS Evil (new) 
CW Charmed, Riverdale, Roswell, New Mexico, Black Lightning, Legacies, Pandora, 

Batwoman (new), Nancy Drew (new), Katy Keene (new) 
FOX Prodigal Son (new), NeXt (new) 
NBC Manifest, Lincoln (new) 
Adult Swim Robot Chicken, Rick & Morty, One Punch Man, Primal (new) 
AMC The Walking Dead, Untitled third Walking Dead series (new) 
Cartoon Network Steven Universe 
Disney Channel The Owl House (new) 
FX DEVS 
FXX Archer 
Nickelodeon Spongebob Squarepants, Are You Afraid of the Dark? 
SYFY Deadly Class, Wyonna Earp, Resident Alien (new) 
TBS Full Frontal With Samantha Bee, The Misery Index (new), Snowpiercer (new) 
TNT All Elite Wrestling (new) 
TruTV Impractical Jokers, Tacoma FD 
USA The Purge 
HBO Watchmen (new) 
Starz Outlander 
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New York Comic Con 2019 TV Panels  

Apple TV + For All Mankind (new) 
Amazon Prime Jack Ryan, The Expanse, Good Omens 
CBS All Access Tell Me a Story, Star Trek: Discovery, Star Trek: Picard (new) 
DC Universe Titans, Harley Quinn (new) 
Disney+ Marvel’s Hero Project (new) 
Hulu Marvel’s Runaways, Castle Rock, Reprisal (new), The Orville (formerly on FOX) 
Netflix Big Mouth, Lost in Space, 13 Reasons Why, She-Ra and the Princesses of Power, The 

Dragon Prince, Castlevania, Daybreak (new), SEIS MANOS (new), The Last Kids on Earth 
(new) 

Shudder Creepshow 
YouTube Impulse 

 

Other Comic Cons 
There are many other annual comic-con-style events throughout the U.S.  Most of them include 
comic books, graphic novels, manga, anime, tabletop and video games, sci-fi/fantasy, horror, 
webcomics, movies, and television, in addition to celebrity panels, seminars, workshops, and 

opportunities for photos and autographs with actors and artists.    
 

Here are a few of the bigger ones:   
 

The D23 Expo is a biennial event by The Walt Disney Company, and was founded in 2009 (D is 

for Disney, and 23 is for 1923, the year Walt Disney founded the company).  D23 includes exclusive 
first looks at upcoming Disney projects, celebrity appearances, memorabilia trading, exclusive 

merchandise, and various fan contests.  D23 started out with a booth at the San Diego Comic Con 
in 2009, before the first D23 Expo.  It gradually grew, and 100,000 people attended the 2017 event.  

At the 2019 expo in August, Pixar and Disney Animation Studios presented an extended look at 
Frozen II, Marvel Studios presented first looks at Black Widow, The Eternals, and announced Black 

Panther II.  Lucasfilm showed a behind-the-scenes preview of Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker, 
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and Walt Disney Pictures showed first looks at the live-action remake of Mulan.  And, of course, the 
upcoming streaming service, Disney+ was promoted.   

 
Denver Pop Culture Con is a three-day weekend pop-culture event at the Colorado Convention 

Center, held in May or June.  It has grown from an attendance of 27,700 in its first year in 2012, to 

115,000 in 2017.  Dragon Con, founded in 1987 with 1,400 fans in attendance, takes place every 

year over Labor Day weekend in Atlanta, Georgia.  It now draws roughly 80,000 attendees.  As of 

2017, it became a five-day event, starting the Thursday before Labor Day.  Since 2002, it also hosted 

Atlanta’s largest annual parade.  WonderCon is held in Anaheim, usually in March or April (and 

typically gets 60,000 or so attendees), It started in 1987, and in 2001 was taken over by the team 

that runs the San Diego Comic Con.  MegaCon (founded in 1993) takes place in Orlando, Florida 

– it has varied from February, March, and most recently May.  It drew 100,000+ attendees for the 
first time in 2016 when it expanded from three to four days.  MegaCon Tampa Bay debuted in 2016.  

Emerald City Comic Con is a three-day event, inaugurated in 2003, that takes place in Seattle, 

Washington in March or April, and has drawn close to 100,000 attendees.  It has retained its focus 
on comic books more than other big conventions, but as it grows, it is becoming more of a pop-

culture event.  Phoenix Fan Fusion (formerly Phoenix Comic Con) is a four-day event held in 

downtown Phoenix in May or June.  It was founded in 2002, with only a few hundred fans in 
attendance and grew to a record-high of 106,000 in 2016.  Since then attendance has declined – to 

80,000 in 2017 and 57,000 in 2018.  Chicago Comic & Entertainment Expo (C2E2) is one 

of the more recent additions to the comic con circuit, run by the same folks who organize the New 
York Comic Con.  Held in March or April, it has been known for some unique big events, such as 
when they auctioned off items from the Captain America, Iron Man, and Thor movies.  The three-day 

convention drew 27,500 people to its first show in 2010, and has grown to about 90,000 attendees 
in 2019. 
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Wizard World produces between 15 and 20 smaller, multi-genre conventions across the U.S. 

throughout the year.  While attendance figures are hard to come by, they generally draw anywhere 
from 10,000 to 100,000 attendees – the largest one being the Chicago event in August.  All the 

Wizard World comic cons combined generate between 200,000 and 750,000+ attendees annually, 
depending on how many conventions are held in a particular year. 

 
The highly popular Wizard magazine was founded in 1991.  Wizard purchased the Chicago Comic 
Con in 1997 and rebranded it Wizard World Chicago, as it expanded from its core publishing business 

into comic-book conventions.  In 2002, Wizard World expanded to Philadelphia, and then rapidly 
added other cities to the mix.  By 2011, the company discontinued its print division to focus 

exclusively on its convention business. 
 
Over the years, Wizard World has had some financial difficulties, and the number of conventions it 

holds fluctuates year-to-year – from a high of 25 events in 2015 to just 14 in 2019 – New Orleans, 
Portland, Cleveland, St. Louis, Philadelphia Pittsburgh, Boise, Chicago, Tulsa, Sacramento, 

Columbus, Madison, Austin, and Bay Area. 
 
There are also numerous medium and smaller sized conventions across the country every year. 

 
 


