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Counting Down the 40 Best TV Series of 2022:  #20-11  
By Steve Sternberg 

 

This is by no means a complete list of the best dramas on television 

– in the era of peak TV+ there are so many.  It is simply my list of 

some of the highest quality series airing in 2022.  I think all have 

something that make then rise above the pack, and all are worth 

your time to check out.  I’ve been analyzing television/video for more than 30 years, and the fact that 

I am just now discovering some shows that have already been on for multiple seasons should tell you 

something about how many hidden are out there.  

 

As a reminder, #40-21 on my list are, Reacher (Prime Video), Star Trek: Strange New Worlds 

(Paramount+),  The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel (Prime Video), The Gilded Age (HBO), Industry (HBO), 

Tehran (Apple TV+), Hacks (HBO Max), Abbott Elementary (ABC), The Offer (Paramount+), Harley 

Quinn (HBO Max), Under the Banner of Heaven (Hulu), Yellowstone (Paramount Network), Ms. 

Marvel (Disney+), Only Murders in the Building (Hulu), The Boys (Prime Video), The Old Man (FX, 

Hulu), The Flight Attendant (HBO Max), Slow Horses (Apple TV+), House of the Dragon (HBO), and 

The Walking Dead (AMC). 

https://www.emazzanti.net/services/security-and-privacy/?utm_source=mediapost&utm_medium=pdfad&utm_campaign=cybersecurity
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Here continues the countdown with #20-11.  There are some spoilers ahead, but I tried not to reveal 

too much detail about key storylines. 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday (Netflix 2022- ):  Reimagining the characters 

from The Addams Family, this supernatural coming-of-age mystery 

series features an extraordinary and delicious performance by 

Jenna Ortega, as 16-year-old Wednesday Addams.  Four of the 

eight episodes are directed by Tim Burton, who also serves as 

executive producer. 

 

Having been expelled from her normal high school for nearly killing some boys who bullied her brother 

Pugsley (Isaac Ordonez) - she dumped live piranhas into the swimming pool where their water polo 

team was practicing – Wednesday is sent to Nevermore Academy, in Jericho, Vermont.  This is a 

school for monstrous outcasts (including vampires, werewolves, sirens, and the occasional gorgon) 

where her parents Morticia (Catherine Zeta-Jones) and Gomez (Luis Guzman) first met.     

 

An outcast even among other outcasts, the defiant, sarcastic, and seemingly unemotional Wednesday 

is trying to fit in on campus and deal with town “normals” who fear her, while attending court-ordered 

therapy, and trying to solve a mysterious local killing spree.  At the same time, she is attempting to 

understand and control her newly discovered psychic abilities. 
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The main Nevermore Academy students include, Emma Myers as Enid 

Sinclair, Wednesday’s colorful and outgoing roommate who tries to 

befriend her – she is from a werewolf family, but her abilities have not 

yet fully emerged, Percy Hynes White as Xavier Thorpe, who has the 

ability to make his art come to life, Joy Sunday as the popular Bianca 

Barclay, a siren and Xavier’s ex-girlfriend, who initially is very 

competitive with Wednesday, Georgie Farmer as Ajax Petropolus, a 

gorgon, Naomi J. Ogawa as Yoko Tanaka, a vampire, Calum Ross as Rowan Laslo, who is unstable 

and possesses telekinetic powers, and Moosa Mostafa as Eugene Otinger, who has the power to 

control bees, and helps Wednesday investigate the murders – Wednesday feels protective of him and 

saves him when he’s attacked by the killer.  

 

The rest of the excellent cast includes, Gwendoline Christie as Larissa Weems, principal of 

Nevermore Academy – a former student who was once roommates with Morticia Addams,  Ricki 

Lindhome as Wednesday’s therapist Dr. Valerie Kinbott,  James McShane as Jericho’s sheriff, 

Donovan Galpin, who is disdainful of Nevermore Academy and is suspicious of Wednesday, Hunter 

Doohan as Tyler Galpin, the sheriff’s son and local coffee shop barista – he is romantically interested 

in Wednesday, and Christina Ricci as Marilyn Thornhill, a botany at Nevermore, and Wednesday and 

Enid’s dorm mom.   

 

Fred Armisen has a cameo role as Wednesday’s uncle Fester, George Burcea plays Lurch, the 

Addams family butler, and Victor Dorobantu is Thing, a sentient disembodied hand and relative of 

Wednesday, sent by her parents to watch over her. 
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Given that Wednesday reportedly set a new weekly viewership record for a Netflix English-language 

series (previous record was Stranger Things season 4), a second season seems likely (although not 

yet announced). 

 

 

 

 

Andor (Disney+ 2022- ):  Prequel to the original 1977 Star Wars 

movie and the 2016 spin-off, Rogue One.  It takes place during the 

five years leading up to the events in those two films, and follows 

thief-turned spy, Cassian Andor (Diego Luna reprising his role from 

Rogue One), as he and a group of rebels form an alliance to oppose the evil Galactic Empire. 

 

Refreshingly free of Jedis and lightsabers, or talk about the force and the dark side (the Emperor is 

referred to but never seen), Andor is a pure (and fantastic) spy thriller.  Showing what it takes to bring 

many factions with competing political views into the fold to build a ground-up resistance to the 

Empire’s fascist oppressors, we get to see for the first time the impact the Empire’s rule has on 

ordinary citizens, and how many endure for years before a small group achieves a series of small 

victories that inspire them join the resistance. 

 

After a slow burn, necessary to introduce the various characters and their motivations, the tension 

continually mounts – injury, capture, or death can happen with jarring suddenness, highlighting just 

how high the stakes become as the series progresses.  Even conversations between potential allies 

or foes are tension-filled, as each is unsure what side the other is really on (until they aren’t). 

 

 



 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
_____ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
The Sternberg Report ©2022 

 

 

5 

While the pacing may seem inconsistent, with long periods of character development and planning 

each side’s next move, this is what makes the action and violence that follows so much more thrilling 

and understandable.  Every fight sequence has a cause and a consequence – they are not simply 

inserted to ramp up the action quotient. 

 

This is more than an excellent Star Wars series, it’s a great TV series 

that happens to take place in the Star Wars universe.  The final three 

episodes are genuinely thrilling.  It’s been renewed for another season, 

which will conclude the series and lead into the events of Rogue One. 

 

Here are some of the main players in the superb cast. 

 

Diego Luna is Cassian Andor, a thief whose home planet, Kenari, was destroyed by a botched 

Imperial mining project.  The series explores how he goes from being a cynical mercenary, paid to 

help the nascent rebellion, to a passionate revolutionary.  Adria Arjona is Bix Colleen, a mechanic 

and black market dealer, who is Andor’s ally and close friend. 

 

Stellen Skarsgard is Luthen Rael.  Posing as an eccentric antiques dealer, he is actually a key part 

of the Rebel Alliance who hires Cassian Andor for his first mission.  Fiona Shaw is Aaarva Andor, 

Cassian’s adoptive mother, who helps the rebellion but is unaware of Cassian’s recen t involvement. 

Genevieve O’Reilly reprises her role from Rogue One and Star Wars Rebels as Mon Mothma, a 

wealthy member of the Imperial Senate who is secretly helping fund the Rebel Alliance. 

 

Denise Gough is Dedra Meero, a supervisor in the Imperial Security Bureau who is determined to 

track down and capture Cassian Andor.  Kyle Soller is Syril Karn, a Deputy Inspector who becomes 

obsessed with capturing Andor after he discovers Andor killed two security officers.   
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Tulsa King (Paramount+ 2022- ):  I’ve only seen four of the 

10 episodes, but Sylvester Stallone in his first scripted television 

series as a New York mafioso exiled to Oklahoma?  What’s not to 

love?  Taylor Sheridan (Yellowstone, Mayor of Kingstown, 1883) 

creates another great character in Dwight “The General” Manfredi. 

 

Dwight Manfredi is a mob capo, fresh out of prison, where he did a 25-year stretch to protect his 

bosses.  Despite many opportunities to reduce his sentence by turning on them, he kept his mouth 

shut and did his time.  Expecting to receive praise and a high-level position upon his release, he is 

instead ordered to set up shop in the middle of nowhere - Tulsa, Oklahoma.  His bosses want him as 

far away from them as possible.  Not knowing anyone in the area, he nonetheless starts putting 

together a new crew to help him build a criminal empire.   

 

What should be silly if not absurdly ridiculous, is somehow eminently watchable.  Predictable but well-

crafted, fun, and thoroughly entertaining, it doesn’t take itself too seriously.  Stallone is obviously 

enjoying himself as a 75-year-old mobster who can still knock out a bad guy (or obnoxious guy) with 

one punch and get the girl.  In this case, the girl, or rather woman, is Stacy Beale (Andrea Savage), 

who, after they sleep together, is horrified to learn how old he is – “I had you down as a hard 55” she 

tells him.  She is later revealed to be a member of the local Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms unit 

(herself exiled to Tulsa), who finds out at her next morning briefing that Dwight is an ex-hitman come 

to town for unknown reasons.  This, of course, doesn’t stop them from hooking up again.   
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Dwight is an old-school antihero, and has his own moral compass.  He can go from charming to 

menacing in an instant, and often steps in when he sees some injustice or someone being bullied.  

This gives the viewer license to be on his side despite knowing that in the past he was a brutal killer. 

 

Tulsa King was given a special Paramount Network preview following an episode of Yellowstone, and 

debuted as the highest rated new series of 2022.  On Paramount+, it reportedly broke all records and 

led to its biggest new sign-up day in its brief history.  It was quickly renewed for a second season. 

 

 

 

 

For All Mankind (Apple TV+ 2019- ):  This alternate history 

drama delves into what might happen if the Soviet Union landed on 

the moon in 1969 before the United States, and the space race 

never ended.  NASA doubles down on its efforts to catch up, 

resulting in numerous events that occurred in our timeline to either never happen or be accelerated. 

 

The series portrays the high-risk lives of astronauts and their families in such a way that everything 

seems believable and you care about what happens to them.  The razor-thin line between success 

and catastrophe is palpable as the race to control space escalates.  Entertaining and thought 

provoking, and since it is an alternate history, the viewer has no idea what’s going to happen next. 

 

When the Soviet Union subsequently lands the first woman on the moon, the U.S. is forced to match 

them, training women and minorities (who were generally excluded in our history from the first few 

decades space exploration).  The competition between the two superpowers leads to numerous 
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scientific breakthroughs, as both nations ramp up their spending, establish research bases on the 

moon, and subsequently race to be the first to land on Mars. 

 

The alt-history events and how they happen are intriguing.  Women in 

the role of high-profile astronauts causes the country to acknowledge 

women can do anything men can do way before it happens in our 

history, which leads to the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment 

(ERA) in the 1970s and the first female President in the 1990s.  There are numerous other histor ical 

timeline differences, many of which are illustrated through newspaper and TV news headline 

montages shown at the start of the third season.   

 

Each season jumps a decade or so into the future, with the third season taking place in the early-to-

mid 1990s, as humankind races to Mars.  But this time, NASA and the Soviets have a third competitor, 

a private company called Helios and its billionaire founder.  

 

Here are the main players in the excellent cast:  

 

Joel Kinnaman is Ed Baldwin, one of NASA’a top astronauts, who commanded the fictional versions 

of Apollo 10 and 15.  He has mentored several other astronauts who wind up leading key missions to 

space.  His family’s story, which includes successes and tragedy, is central to the series.  When he 

is passed over by NASA for their Mars mission, he joins the private company, Helios, to lead their 

race to the red planet. 

 

Shantel VanSanten is Ed’s wife, Karen Baldwin.  She manages The Outpost restaurant in Houston, 

a main watering hole for astronauts.  She later heads up the first space hotel, and eventually joins 

Helios, where she has ethical disagreements with its founder. 
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Michael Dorman is Gordon “Gordo” Stevens, Ed Baldwin’s best friend and fellow astronaut.  He’s had 

a troubled life and a major mishap on the moon.  He returns to the moon 10 years later, and puts his 

life on the line to prevent a nuclear meltdown after the Soviets attack their base. 

 

Sarah Jones is Tracy Stevens, Gordo’s wife, and one of the first female 

astronauts selected for the Apollo program.  When a mishap occurs 

during the Apollo 25 mission, Tracy saves her commander’s life, 

becoming a hero and the new face of the space program.  She risks 

her life helping Gordo prevent disaster when the Soviets attack their moon base.   

 

Jodi Balfour is Ellen Wilson, one of the first female astronaut candidates.  She has gone from a space 

pioneer to a leader on Earth, first as NASA’a chief administrator, then as a Senator who runs for 

President against Bill Clinton.  As a member of the LGBTQ+ community, she has had to hide her 

sexual identity to move up the ladder.  When suspicions arise that she might be gay, which could ruin 

her career, she marries her good friend and NASA engineer Larry Wilson (Nate Corddry ), who is also 

hiding the fact that he is gay. 

 

Sonya Wagner is Molly Cobb, the first American woman on the moon.  She commands the fictional 

Apollo 21 and 24 missions.  After being injured saving a fellow astronaut, she becomes head of 

NASA’s astronaut office, where she assigns other astronauts to various missions. 
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Krys Marshall is Danielle Poole, another of the first female astronaut 

recruits, who becomes the first Black astronaut to go into space and 

land on the moon.  She is eventually chosen to command NASA’a first 

U.S. flight to Mars. 

 

Wren Schmidt is Margo Madison, who starts out as the only female NASA engineer.  She eventually 

gets promoted to lead administrator.  She builds a long-term relationship with her Russian counterpart, 

which comes back to haunt her. 

 

Casey W. Johnson is Danny Stevens, Gordo and Tracy’s son, who is also an astronaut – despite 

resenting him, Danny joins Ed Baldwin on his flight to Mars, where trouble ensues. 

 

Cynthy Wu is Kelly Baldwin, a scientist and Ed and Karen’s adopted daughter. 

 

Cora Pena is Aleida Rosales, an undocumented immigrant who is fascinated by space, later gets 

mentored by Margo, and eventually becomes a leading NASA engineer. 

 

Ed Gathegi is Dev Ayesa, billionaire founder of Helios Aerospace, a private company whose goal is 

to reach Mars before NASA or the Soviet Union. 

 

The series has been renewed for a fourth season. 
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Billions (Showtime 2016- ):  Paul Giamatti has another of his 

compelling signature roles as Chuck Rhoades, a shrewd, brilliant, 

and ruthless U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York, 

who’s never lost an insider trading case.  He faces off in a five-

season high-stakes battle with Bobby Axelrod (a dynamic Damian Lewis), a shrewd, brilliant, and 

ruthless multi-billionaire hedge-fund king.   

 

The two are as different as can be – Rhoades is an Ivy-league-educated son of a powerful blue-

blood, while Axelrod (Axe) is from the streets of Yonkers, New York and clawed his way up from 

nothing.  Who’s the predator and who’s the prey shifts throughout, as each uses all his power and 

influence to outmaneuver the other, and fight the many power players that get in their way.  You’ll 

have to watch to see if Axelrod escapes justice – Damian Lewis leaves the series at the end of the 

fifth season.   

 

In season 6, Michael Prince (Corey Stoll), a seemingly benevolent business titan, who is very 

different from Bobby Axelrod, becomes Chuck Rhoades’ main adversary.  He purchased Axelrod’s 

firm at the end of season 5 (and retained most of its employees).  Although his style is less “in your 

face” than his predecessor, he is just as formidable and dangerous. 
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A master class in acting (and casting), with brilliant, razor-sharp writing and a cool soundtrack (that 

is spot on in commenting on what’s going on in each episode).  There’s not a single weak 

performance by this amazing cast of regular and recurring characters.   

 

There’s kinky (although not graphic) sex, which at first seemed like just a lurid lure in 2016, saying 

“see, we’re not broadcast TV.”  But it does add something to see the secret BDSM life of the 

seemingly straight-laced U.S. Attorney (who spent much of his life in the shadow of his domineering 

father).  The wonderful Maggie Siff shines as Rhoades’ wife/dominatrix Wendy, a psychiatrist who 

also has a high-profile job as an in-house performance coach at Axelrod’s firm.  That she somehow 

makes this absurd situation seem reasonable, is a testament to both the writing and her acting.  

Wendy’s true allegiance is a mystery until it isn’t.  The BDSM stuff diminishes as the series 

progresses, and their secret life is revealed to the public.  One of Chuck’s enemies finds out about 

his proclivities and threatens to leak the details and derail his campaign for New York attorney 

general – how he deals with this actually revitalizes his political career. 

 

Asia Kate Dillon is brilliant as Axelrod mentee Taylor Mason – the first 

regular non-binary character (who uses the pronouns they and them) 

in an American TV series,.  For reasons too complicated to get into 

here, they go off on their own, and become Axe’s adversary before 

being forced to return to the fold.   

 

The rest of Axe’s crew is a surprisingly unique and well-drawn group of characters – including David 

Constable as his street-smart COO and right-hand man, Mike “Wags” Wagner (who is both a drug 

and sex addict).  The mid-and-lower level employees are the only characters who are even 

marginally likeable, and a fair amount of the proceedings center on how different they are from one 

another, how they react to everything going on around them, and the hoops they have to jump 
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through to survive in this world and maintain their high-stress, high-income, largely subservient 

positions at the firm. 

 

The sixth season is not quite up to the previous five (Damian Lewis’s Bobby Axelrod is a more 

compelling and charismatic anti-hero/villain than Corey Stoll’s Michael Prince).  Nevertheless, it 

remains one of the best shows of the year – which should tell you something about the high quality 

of the first five seasons. 

 

As the series progresses,  I started to realize that although the central 

characters are the wealthy and powerful white men, Chuck Rhoades, 

Bobby Axelrod, and Michael Prince, much of the action is driven by 

the strong, diverse cast of non-male characters.  In addition to Asia 

Kate Dillion’s flawless turn as Taylor Mason and Maggie Siff’s 

commanding performance as Wendy Rhoades, virtually all of the women in Billions are strong, 

independent characters, and not at all dependent on men.  

 

Everyone in the supporting cast shines.  This includes, regulars, Condola Rashad (as Assistant U.S. 

Attorney and Rhoades’ ambitious right-hand woman) and Jeffrey DeMunn (as Rhoades’ wealthy and 

well-connected power-broker father), as well as Axe/Prince employees, Kelly AuCoin, Dan Soder, 

Daniel K. Isaac, Louis Cancelmi, Nathan Darrow, Sarah Stiles, and Eva Victor.    

 

Daniel Breaker joined the cast in season 5 as Michael Prince’s right-hand man.  Sakina Jaffrey joined 

the season 6 cast as a top defense attorney whom Rhoades hires after she beats him in court.  The 

numerous recurring and one-season characters are excellent as well, including, John Malkovich, Eric 

Bogosian, Nina Arianda, Jerry O’Connell, David Strathairn, Rob Morrow, and Julianna Margulies to 

name a few.  The series has been renewed for a seventh season. 
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The Good Fight (Paramount+ 2017-2022):  In this legal 

drama spin-off of CBS’s The Good Wife, the wonderful Christine 

Baransky stars as the lone white partner in a predominantly Black 

Chicago law firm.    

 

The series opens a year after the finale of The Good Wife.  Diane Lockhart (Baransky) has lost her 

savings in a Madoff-like scam run by her goddaughter, Maia Rindell’s (Rose Leslie) father.  Maia is a 

young lawyer Diane has been mentoring, and both are forced out of their old firm.  They join Diane’s 

former employee, Lucca Quinn (Cush Jumbo) at a prestigious Black-owned law firm run by Adrian 

Boseman (Delroy Lindo) that has been making waves by taking on Illinois police brutality cases.  

Audra McDonald joined the cast in season 2 as Liz Reddick, Adrian’s ex-wife, who becomes a named 

partner in the firm, now called Reddick, Boseman, and Lockhart. 

 

The first few seasons focus largely on the three female leads, Diane, Lucca, and Maia.  Given that 

the show debuted a few months after Donald Trump became President, combined with Diane 

Lockhart’s ultra-liberal political leanings, there is a considerable amount of political and social 

commentary.  There’s a clear anti-Trump tone throughout the series, particularly with the over-the-top 

animated shorts that appear in each episode during the third season (which are often hilarious if you 

agree with the politics).  But unlike most TV shows, it at least attempts to present a conservative 

viewpoint – Gary Cole plays Diane’s husband, Kurt McVeigh, a well-known Republican and member 
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of the NRA, and Michael Boatman is Julius Cain, a managing partner at the firm, who is a Republican 

and ardent Trump supporter. 

 

Rose Leslie (Maia) left the show after season 3 and Cush Jumbo 

(Lucca) and Delroy Lindo (Adrian) after season 4, and the show started 

focusing more on the dynamics of Diane’s presence in the largely Black 

firm, as she becomes a named partner with Liz Reddick, and the firm 

is renamed Reddick, Lockhart.  While Liz and Diane talk about forming an all-female led firm, the 

other Black partners put pressure on Liz to replace Diane so that the firm once again would have only 

Black partners. 

 

Having Christine Baransky’s character, Diane Lockhart, take a partner position at a majority Black-

owned and staffed Chicago law firm lends itself to a wide range of race-related storylines, which the 

writers have handled well, without getting too heavy-handed.  Sexual harassment, racism (including 

how Black patients with COVID are treated versus white patients), antisemitism, and income 

inequality have been dealt with here in a more thought-provoking way than is typically seen on 

television.   

 

Other regular cast members include: Sarah Steele, who reprises her recurring role from The Good 

Fight as Marissa Gold, Diane’s assistant with Democratic Party connections who later becomes an 

investigator for the firm, and eventually a lawyer; Nyambi Nyambi as Jay DiPersia, the firm’s lead 

investigator; Zach Grenier reprises his role from The Good Wife as David Lee, the sardonic former 

partner of Diane’s who is now a partner in the international firm that buys Reddick, Boseman, and 

Lockhart;  Charmaine Bingwa as Carmen Mayo, a high-powered a new associate who joins the firm 

in season 5; Andre Braugher as Ri’Chard Lane, a new named partner forced on Diane and Liz in 

season 6, and Carrie Preston reprises her role as Elsbeth Tascioni  the quirky but brilliant lawyer from 
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The Good Wife (seasons 1, 2, and 6).  Alan Cummings (season 6) also reprises his role from The 

Good Wife as Eli Gold, Marissa’s father and a Democratic operative. 

 

As was the case with The Good Wife, there are several well-known 

actors who have recurring or one-season roles as judges, competing 

lawyers, politicians, or other professionals.  These include Matthew 

Perry (season 1), Christine Lahti (seasons 1-2), Bernadette Peters 

(seasons 1-2), Jane Lynch (seasons 1, 2, & 5), Andrea Martin (seasons 1-3), Tim Matheson (season 

2), Alan Alda (seasons 2-3), Mike Colter (seasons 2-3), Rob Reiner (seasons 2 & 4), Bebe Neuwirth 

(seasons 2 & 5), Margo Martindale (seasons 2 & 5), Wallace Shawn (seasons 2, 5, & 6), Michael 

Sheen (season 3), John Larroquette (season 4), Mandy Potinkin (season 5), Wanda Sykes (season 

5), Wayne Brady (seasons 5 & 6), Phylicia Rashad (season 6), and John Slattery (season 6). 

 

Six brilliant seasons of sharp, witty writing (with just the right mix of sometimes surreal humor and 

drama), and a stellar cast of both regular and recurring characters, make this one of the best shows 

on television. 

 

 

 

 

Yellowjackets (Showtime 2021/22- ):  In 1996 a plane 

carrying a New Jersey high-school girls soccer team to a 

tournament in Seattle crashes in the Canadian wilderness.  Short 

on food and supplies, and giving up hope of being found, they 

descend into madness and warring factions.  Those who survive are rescued 19 months later.   
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This mystery-horror-thriller chronicles what they went through during the months they were stranded 

on their own, as well as jumping 25 years later to explore the current stories of four who made it back 

home.  In 2021 they’re living separate lives until something happens that threatens to expose what 

occurred in the wilderness all those years ago, events they have fiercely guarded from the general 

public.  

 

The show grabs you from the get go.  We see not only the plane crash in graphic detail, but also a 

disturbing scene indicating what these girls become after they’d been on their own for months 

struggling to survive (think Lord of the Flies).  We then gradually (perhaps too gradually) see how they 

got to that point and how the survivors are dealing with what happened many years later.  Since we 

see snippets in the pilot of what eventually takes place, the slow build over several episodes has a 

real horror-movie feel.  We’re waiting for things to turn bad, but we have no idea when they will or 

what precipitates it. 

 

One of the best ensemble casts of the year, both the adults and their teen versions give extraordinary 

performances, as the tension slowly mounts in both timelines.  The younger actors actually have the 

more difficult job – making us believe that they could grow into these traumatized adults.  Without 

exception, they do so brilliantly.  The adult actors are all well-known stars who melt into their roles.   

 

Juliette Lewis and Sophie Thatcher are the adult and teenage versions of Natalie.  In high school, 

Natalie was anti-social, did drugs, and was labeled a “burnout.”  As an adult, she’s been in and out of 

rehab, doesn’t care what people think of her, and has a simmering rage (that often bubbles over).  

 

Melanie Lynskey and Sophie Nelisse play both versions of Shauna, in 

the most layered performances.  In high-school, she was best friends 

with the team captain, although she slept with her boyfriend, Jeff (and 

got pregnant).  She always felt she was not as attractive as her teammates, and felt like something 
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of an outsider.  She was a straight-A student and was accepted to Brown University.  As an adult, 

she’s married to Jeff and is a dissatisfied stay-at-home mom with a reckless teenage daughter who 

does not respect her.  She has a more intense, darker side that she keeps under the surface of her 

suburban homemaker facade. 

 

Tawny Cypress and Jasmin Savoy Brown portray the two versions of Taissa.  In high-school, she was 

an overachiever, focused on winning at all costs – even tackling and breaking the leg of a teammate 

she thought wasn’t good enough to compete for the championship.  As an adult, she’s running for the 

New Jersey state senate, while trying to maintain a troubled same-sex marriage and raise a young 

son.  She is the most visibly haunted by the events of 25 years ago. 

 

Christina Ricci and Sammi Hanratty are the adult and teen versions of 

Misty.  In high school, she was the team equipment manager, was 

often bullied, and was thought of as a weird outcast.  But in the 

wilderness, her medical knowledge and some survival skills turn her 

into a leader – although her psychotic tendencies are starting to be 

noticeable.  As an adult, she’s a manipulative and sadistic hospice care facility nurse. 

 

 

Ella Purcell is Jackie, the Yellowjackets team captain.  In high school, she was best friends with 

Shauna, unaware that Shauna slept with her boyfriend.  She is self-centered, and in pursuing what 

she considers to be her perfect life, often leaves others in the lurch.  While she’s adept at navigating 

the social constructs of high-school life, she is not prepared for the new social dynamics in the wild 

that prioritize actual skills and gaining the respect of others.  That we don’t see her as an adult should 

tell you something. 
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Warren Cole and Jack Depew are the adult and teenage versions of Jeff.  In high school he dated 

Jackie and cheated on her with Shauna.  As an adult, he’s married to Shauna.  She suspects he is 

cheating on her (she already cheated on him).   

 

Steven Krueger is Ben, the assistant coach of the Yellowjackets, and the only adult to survive the 

plane crash. 

 

Rekha Sharma is a persistent journalist who wants to know “…what really happened out there?” 

 

Some lingering questions were answered in the season 1 finale, but many more were not.  The slow 

burn needs a satisfying payoff to elevate Yellowjackets to where I think it belongs (and prevent it from 

being another failed Lost clone).  It’s been renewed for a second season. 

 

 

 

 

Bosch: Legacy (Amazon Freevee 2022-): Harry Bosch is a 

brooding, smart, and tough as nails Los Angeles homicide 

detective, first introduced in Michael Connelly’s 1992 crime novel, 

The Black Echo (there were 21 subsequent Bosch books).  On 

paper, Bosch is the  type of character you might think is just another 

hard-boiled detective throwback.  In the hands of Titus Welliver, however, Harry Bosch is one of the 

most compelling and watchable characters on television.  Welliver has had many fine guest-starring 

movie and TV roles over the years, and it’s nice to see him in the lead.  He melts into the character 

(as he does with virtually everything he touches). 
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Bosch aired on Prime Video for seven successful seasons (2014-2021).  The original series consists 

of 68 episodes, and is well worth watching before checking out the new show.  It made my annual list 

of top series in each of its seven seasons.  This continuation series features some of its main 

characters.  A brief recap for the uninitiated… 

 

The jazz-loving Bosch is a sea of calm in a world filled with chaos, a renegade who believes in 

following procedure.  He’s a legend among his peers (and his superiors), a nuisance to the higher-

ups who often see him as a rogue “cowboy,” and a threat to any corrupt cop or politician in his orbit.  

When he rolls up his sleeves to provide a glimpse of his tattoos, you know there’s than meets the eye 

to this former special forces officer, who served in the first Gulf War and Afghanistan.   

 

When an innocent civilian is killed on his watch, he can become a relentless avenger, bucking 

authority at every turn as he seeks justice, even at the risk of his own career.  Bosch brings humanity 

to a job too often filled with tragedy – he has photos on his desk of young people who fell through the 

system, whose killers he knows will likely never be brought to justice (until he finally catches one).  

Bosch’s credo is “everybody counts or nobody counts.”   

 

Each season focuses on one main crime that Bosch and crew need to 

solve, along with one or two related (or not-so-related) crimes, with 

some threads and characters crossing multiple seasons.   There are 

also a few side stories each season, focusing on Bosch’s family or 

colleagues.  These never slow down the season’s main storyline – a testament to the wonderful 

supporting actors, who are strong enough to carry the show when Bosch is off screen.   

 
The cast includes, Madison Lintz, as his daughter Maddie, Jamie Hector as his Haitian-American 

partner, Lance Reddick as Chief of Police, Amy Aquino as Bosch’s Lieutenant, immediate supervisor, 

and key ally Gregory Scott Cummins and Troy Evans as fellow old-school detectives, and Mimi 
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Rogers as a high-powered trial attorney, Honey Chandler, who is sometimes Harry’s adversary and 

sometimes his ally.  The show’s guest stars have been a string of superb character actors who you 

will immediately recognize (if you’re over 40) and wonder where you’ve seen them before. 

 

Unlike most broadcast procedurals, which generally solve the case of the week by the end of each 

episode, Bosch takes a full 10-episode season (or more) to solve the central crime – showing the 

frustration along the way as the investigations undergo numerous stops and starts.  It involves 

focusing on everyday routine police work that the show somehow manages to continually make 

interesting.  Also unlike broadcast procedurals, which typically air more than 20 episodes per season, 

Bosch, with less than half as many, is not weighed down by unnecessary filler.  Every episode is tight, 

straightforward, yet unhurried, as the detectives gradually unravel the clues to solve each crime.   

 

Something happens in season 7 that rattles the usually unflappable Bosch, and drives him to cross a 

professional line from which he may not be able to come back (and doesn’t want to).  But it effectively 

sets the stage for Bosch: Legacy. 

 

In the new series, Harry Bosch is a private detective (after turning in 

his badge), while Maddie Bosch (Madison Lintz) has joined the LAPD.  

As her father’s daughter, she is already rebelling against the rules and 

bureaucracy she sees as impeding her sense of justice.  Unlike her 

father, however, she does not yet have the legendary history of 

catching the bad guys that enabled him to successfully buck authority for so long.  Her training officer, 

Reyna Vasquez (Denise G. Sanchez) tries to keep her in line while teaching her the ropes.  Defense 

lawyer, Honey Chandler (Mimi Rogers), who sometimes hires Harry to work on a case, is the third 

cast member from Bosch to be a regular here.  Stephen Chang is the newbie, playing Maurice “Mo” 

Bassi, Harry’s tech expert, who shares his love of jazz.   
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As with Bosch, season 1 contains several plotlines unfolding at the 

same time.  Harry investigates businessman Carl Rogers (Michael 

Rose) after his trial ended in a hung jury – he had hired a hitman to kill 

Honey Chandler (he shot and wounded her in Bosch’s last season).  

Rogers has ties to dangerous gangsters.  Ailing billionaire Whitney Vance (William Devane) hires 

Harry to investigate a potential heir to his fortune and business whom other powerful people in his 

organization want to remain hidden so they can run the company.  At the same time, Maddie Bosch 

is obsessed with finding a serial rapist – she refuses to let it go or back off, demonstrating that she is 

clearly her father’s daughter, but also putting herself in jeopardy.   

 

As with the original series, how Bosch and his allies (and now his daughter) interact while gradually 

unravelling the mysteries and overcoming several dangerous characters and situations along the way 

is what makes this series so addicting.  The season does end in a cliffhanger, and I can’t wait for the 

second season (it was renewed for another season before it premiered). 

 

One thing which places Bosch: Legacy a notch below its predecessor is the richness of the original’s 

supporting cast.  Since Harry is no longer a detective, many of the colorful characters from his former 

squad room are gone.  A few do make guest appearances, however, including Gregory Scott 

Cummins and Tony Evens as Crate and Barrel (Harry’s retired former old-school detective 

colleagues).  Scott Klace reprises his role as Sgt. Mankiewicz, the desk sergeant at Maddie’s precinct 

(where Harry used to work).  Harry’s former partner, Jerome Edgar (Jamie Hector) also makes a brief 

appearance.  But the show is still excellent in its own right. 
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A League of Their Own (Prime Video 2022- ): Inspired 

by Penny Marshall’s 1992 theatrical movie of the same name, this 

comedy-drama centers around the Rockford Peaches, a team of 

women during World War II, competing in the newly formed All 

American Girls Professional Baseball League (which operated from 1943-1954).   

 

The league was formed as a way to keep America’s pastime going as young men, including many 

Major League Baseball players were being sent off to war.  But this is not simply a remake or a 

reimagining of the original film.  It’s an expansion.  Those women’s stories were well told the first time, 

and don’t really need retelling.  But 30 years ago, the diversity of stories that studios wanted to delve 

into was limited (although the movie hinted at them).  A one-shot movie also limits the number of 

different stories you can focus on.  

 

This series tells the stories of different women, and the very real discrimination (and often danger) 

they experienced and occasionally overcame.  The stories of women who, because of the times, had 

to hide who they really were, and socialize in secret.  And of other women, who, because of their skin 

color, didn’t even have the limited opportunities afforded to white women – and couldn’t hide who they 

really were. 

 

The creators reportedly did extensive research, often consulting with people who were actually there, 

to develop stories focusing on the queer and Black communities of the time – both on and off the field.  

This series has the most lead characters who are LGBTQ women, than any show ever (except those 
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specifically about lesbians, such as The L Word).  I was unaware of this before watching the show, 

since Prime Video’s promos did not focus on this main aspect of the series – probably afraid it would 

scare away too many viewers.   

  

There are two major parallel storylines.  Carson Shaw (Abbi Jacobson, who co-created the series) 

leaves her small Idaho farm town to pursue her dream of playing baseball while her husband is off to 

war.  She always knew there was something wrong with her marriage, and discovers exactly what 

that is when she meets Greta (the wonderful D’Arcy Carden, who many viewers will remember as 

Janet from The Good Place) a glamorous, outgoing, and confident woman from the big-city, who 

came to try-outs with her fun-loving and inseparable best friend, Jo DeLuca (Melanie Field).  

 

Others who become members of the Rockford Peaches include, 

Roberta Colindrez as Lupe Garcia, the team’s stubborn and emotional 

pitcher, Kelly McCormick as Jess McCready, a hyper-competitive 

player, Priscilla Delgado as Esti Gonzalez, a young Cuban player, 

Molly Ephram as Maybelle Fox, a seemingly oblivious blonde, who 

turns out to be an insightful ally of the gay players, and Kate Berlant as Shirley Cohen, the only 

explicitly Jewish player on the team. 

 

Nick Offerman is Dove, a former baseball player, now coach of the peaches.  Unlike the Tom Hanks 

character in the movie, his role has been reduced, and he’s gone after a couple of episodes (he gets 

a job coaching a major league team).  It seems his character only existed to disappear and give then 

an excuse to name Carson the team’s manager.  He could have done a lot with the part if given a 

chance, but they wanted this show to focus exclusively on the women.  His absence gives more time 

to the Peaches’ chaperone, Beverly (Dale Dickey, who shines in the role) 
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My only real complaint is that the lone Jewish player is provided with no backstory and presented with 

stereotypically narrow traits (smart, neurotic, big nose, etc.).  She an anxious math and baseball stats 

whiz and a germaphobe who believes being gay is contagious (as many people of the time actually 

did believe).  Given the antisemitism at the time, and what was going on in Nazi Germany, with many 

LGBTQ people being killed along with millions of Jews, it’s unfortunate that they chose to have the 

one Jewish player be a prejudiced homophobic caricature.  

 

The other major storyline involves Chante Adams is Maxine “Max” Chapman, a talented Black pitcher 

trying to break into professional baseball.  But because of her race, the All American Girls League 

won’t even consider her.   

 

There’s a scene in the original movie where the baseball goes into foul 

territory and is picked up by a Black woman.  While Dottie Hansen 

(Geena Davis) is waiting for the ball to be returned, it is thrown with 

incredible force past her, directly to the pitcher.  The Black woman and 

Dottie silently nod to one another and the movie continues.  What was that anonymous Black woman’s 

story?  She was obviously good enough to play in this league – but because she was Black, couldn’t 

even try out for the team.  This series fleshes out these experiences. 

 

Max manages to get a job at the local factory, which ordinarily doesn’t hire Black women.  With the 

army starting to recruit Black men, however, they are desperate for bodies, so Max is hired – hoping 

to get a spot on the company’s baseball team.  Max is another of the closeted leading characters 

exploring her sexual identity. 

 

Gbemisola Ikumelo is Clance Morgan, Max’s best friend and aspiring comic-book artist (who initially 

sees trans people as “freaks”).  Saidah Arrika Ekulona is Toni Chapman, Max’s mom, who owns her 

own hair salon, and does not support her daughter’s dream of playing baseball, which she sees as a 
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pipe dream.  She wants her to take over the business someday, telling her that without a man, a Black 

woman will struggle to survive unless she owns her own business.   

 

Lea Robinson is Bertie Hart, Max’s trans uncle, in what is a truly groundbreaking role.  Dressed in 

impeccably tailored suits, Bertie is a Black, gender-nonconforming trans man, living in a hidden world 

behind closed doors.  Equally groundbreaking is that Robinson is transgender, and identifies as non-

binary gender nonconforming.   Max barely remembers Bertie, who has been estranged from the 

family for many years.  Bertie lives with their partner Gracie (Patrice Covington), who Bertie calls wife.  

When Max finally meets Bertie, and discovers this world, she starts to think maybe the future can lead 

to more than an unhappy marriage. 

 

The two main storylines start to overlap as Carson and Max begin an 

uneasy friendship that becomes a stronger bond as the series 

progresses.  Carson was there when Max attempted to join the 

Rockford Peaches but wasn’t allowed to try out, and later, Max saw 

Carson and Greta secretly kiss.  They meet up to play catch, or have a catch – they disagree on the 

correct phrase.  As they discuss various aspects of their lives, Carson realizes that even with her own 

struggles, by simply being white, she enjoys privileges, however scarce, that escape her new friend. 

 

One episode shows two separate but large hidden communities, as Carson is taken to an 

underground gay bar (stunned and thrilled that such a place exists), while at the same time Max 

attends a gathering at Bertie’s home on the edge of town by the railroad tracks.  Both are taking big 

risks, since in 1943 you can be severely beaten by cops and arrested for simply being in either place 

– or being what they derisively call an “invert.”  Rosie O’Donnell has a cameo as the underground 

bar’s owner – a nod to her Doris character in the original movie and who she really was but was not 

allowed to be in 1992 (Rosie O’Donnell herself didn’t come out as gay until 10 years later).  
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It’s interesting (and smart) that we don’t discover Greta and Carson are gay until the end of episode 

1, Max until the end of episode 2, and some other players until episode 6.  It probably got many 

viewers to like the characters before revealing that aspect of who they are.  Apparently there is a lot 

of “review bombing” going on by folks who think this version of A League of Their Own is too “woke,” 

and that this many players on a team would not really be gay.  To those folks, I have just three things 

to say – 1. Maybelle Blair, who played for the All American Girls Professional Baseball League and 

consulted on the show, came out as a lesbian at 95 years old.  She indicated that roughly two-thirds 

of the league’s ball players were LGBTQ.  2. There’s no crying in baseball (or shows about baseball).  

3. This white, male Baby Boomer, who loved the original film, is here to tell you I found the series 

interesting, eye-opening, and thoroughly entertaining. 

 

Because of the subject matter and the representation of multiple LGBTQ characters in leading roles, 

this is an important series.  Because it is so well done and entertaining, it deserves to be renewed (no 

word on its fate at this writing). 

 

 

 

 

1883 (Paramount+ 2021/22): Country music icons and real-life 

couple Tim McGraw and Faith Hill star as James and Margaret 

Dutton, great grandparents to Yellowstone’s patriarch, John Dutton 

in this limited-series prequel.  The show revolves around the Dutton 

family joining up with Civil-War veterans, Shea Brennan (Sam Elliot) and Thomas Hill (LaMonica 

Garrett), who are leading a wagon train of German immigrants through the Great Plains to Oregon.  

Yellowstone viewers know that the Dutton’s wound up settling in Montana, where in present day they 
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run the largest contiguous ranch in the U.S.  This series shows us how their family got there and what 

they went through along the way. 

 

The acting is first-rate, the production is cinematic and exquisite, and the story is compelling.  The 

series does not shy away from showing the brutal conditions and many ways travelers can die along 

the unforgiving trail, as they journey through rough terrain strewn with danger, including oppressive 

heat, smallpox, poisonous snakes, bandits, and the dreaded nearly impossible to cross rivers.  Nor 

does it shrink away from showing the ruthless and often unfair “frontier justice” the wagon-train leaders 

are forced to mete out to keep order.  Yet despite all the hardships and travails over the 10-episodes, 

the series is surprisingly hopeful. 

 

There are certain aspects of the series with which some might take 

issue.  Despite minor efforts to put Native Americans in a more positive 

light than most series of this type, and despite some acknowledgment 

by the main characters that they are not always in the right for taking 

and ruining the land, it is still another story of Manifest Destiny told from 

the white settlers’ point of view.  One of the main heroes is a former Confederate soldier, and barely 

two decades after the Civil War, as Jim Crow laws were being implemented across the country, no 

one questions a Black man being in a position of authority and helping to lead the journey.  

 

Here are the main players: 

 

Sam Elliott portrays Shea Brennan, former captain of a Union “Buffalo Soldier” regiment during the 

Civil War, who now works for the Pinkerton Agency.  He is leading the expedition west over the 

Oregon trail while still grieving his wife and daughter who recently died of smallpox.  Elliott’s naturally 

weathered demeanor lends an authenticity and gravitas to the role that he brings to virtually everything 

he does. 
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Tim McGraw is James Dutton, a former captain in the Confederate army.  He was wounded in battle 

and spent three years in a Union prisoner-of-war camp.  He never talks about the hardships he faced, 

and avoids former comrades and brothers-in-arms.  He agrees to join Brennan’s caravan when he 

realizes it will be too difficult for him to protect his family on their dangerous journey without help.  He 

is a hard man who makes hard choices to bring his family to a better life. 

 

Isabel May is a revelation as Elsa Dutton, James and Margaret’s 17-year-old daughter (she turns 18 

on the trail).  The expedition begins on her birthday – it’s been 18 years since the end of the Civil War.  

She is undisciplined and innocent, and looks forward to the expedition as a great adventure.  While 

gentle and ladylike on the outside, her father trained her to be expert at riding horses and using 

firearms.  She can also be a fierce fighter when necessary. 

 
Elsa serves as voiceover guide for much of the story.  Her narration is 

brilliantly written (by show creator, Taylor Sheridan), poetic, and 

riveting – she goes from an innocent and naïve teen looking forward to 

a new adventure, to a hardened young woman seeing death 

everywhere, as she and her family fight to survive hardships unimagined only yesterday.  The 

hardships and bad people she meets on the trail slowly chip away at her romanticized notions of the 

west.  In episode 3 she says, “I told myself when I meet God it will be the first thing I ask him.  Why 

make a world of such wonder and fill it with monsters?...then I realized, he didn’t make it for us.”   

 

Faith Hill is Margaret Dutton, James Dutton’s wife and Elsa’s equally fierce mother.  Elsa never 

thought of her as anything other than a lady-like wife and mom with no particular skills.  But when 

Elsa tries to show her how to saddle a horse, Margaret snaps, “Girl, I’ve forgotten more about horses 

than you’ll ever know.”  Elsa looks on in awe and admiration as her mom takes charge of experienced 
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cowboys and rides alongside them when they need help rounding up some stray longhorns.  Elsa 

realizes this is where she got her own passion from. 

 

Thomas (LaMonica Garret) is a Pinkerton agent and former sergeant in Shea Brennan’s “Buffalo 

Soldier” regiment.  He helps Brennan guide the group on their journey.   He protects and starts a 

romantic relationship with a widow (Gratiela Brancusi) who has two young sons, after her husband is 

killed on the trail by bandits.   

 

Josef (Marc Rissmann) is a German immigrant who serves as an interpreter for his group and a liaison 

between the Americans and the immigrants. 

 

Three of the main cowboys who assist the wagon train are played by Eric Nelsen, James Landry 

Hebert, and Noah Le Gros.  

 

The next Yellowstone prequel, and story of the Dutton family journey, will be titled 1923.  We will see 

how the family makes it through the period following World War I, through the Great Depression and 

the era of Prohibition.  Harrison Ford and Helen Mirren are set to star. 

 

 

 

 


