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Chasing Netflix:  In TV’s New Golden Age, Who Leads the Way?  
By Steve Sternberg 

 

Nearly half of U.S. homes (46%) with a broadband internet connection subscribed to four or more 

video streaming services at the end of 1st Quarter 2021 (according to Parks Associates).  That was 

up from 22% a year earlier.  While I don’t have the figures for 2002 yet, it’s certainly well over 50%.   

 

With powerful and deep-pocketed competitors such Disney, WarnerMedia, Comcast, and Apple, 

bursting onto the streaming scene over the past two years, the fact that Netflix lost less than 1% 

of its subscribers in the past year (which would have been a mild gain had it not pulled out of 

Russia), and continues to dominate any list of the most viewed streaming series, should be 

seen as a remarkable accomplishment and a sign of ongoing strength.   

 

But, of, course, Wall Street, which has never seemed to understand the streaming business, sees 

this pause of infinite quarterly growth as disastrous.  And as usual, the press by and large follows suit.  

In reality, the steaming business in general, and Netflix in particular, is stronger than ever.  

https://www.emazzanti.net/services/security-and-privacy/?utm_source=mediapost&utm_medium=pdfad&utm_campaign=cybersecurity
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Most television viewers (unless they invest in the company) care 

little about whether a steaming service grew revenue by 10% 

over last year while the “market” expected it to grow by 20%.  

Nor do they necessarily care if a streamer lost 1% of its 

subscriber base when pundits were expecting a 1% gain.  What 

they do care about is what is available for them to watch or 

binge, whether they can do it on their own schedule.  And in that regard, this is truly a new golden 

age of television, at least for those who can afford to subscribe to multiple streaming services (the 

average home now subscribes to four). 

 

A number of pundits and TV critics have lately been justly touting Apple TV+, HBO Max, and Disney+ 

for their high-quality original content.  And there is no question that all three have been 

extraordinarily successful in developing scripted series over the past two years.  A lot of folks 

seem to think that they are on the verge of surpassing Netflix in the original content arena.  But while 

they have all impressive, Netflix still leads the way, and it’s not really that close (although recency 

bias might indicate otherwise).  This, of course, has much to do with the several year head start Netflix 

had in spending billions of dollars per year on new programming.  It continues to spend more than 

any other streaming service, although virtually all of them have upped their spending significantly over 

the past year or two, and will continue to do so.   

 

Netflix reportedly spent $17 billion on original content in 2021, which is expected to rise to $18 billion 

in 2022.  The company’s unexpected loss of 200,000 subscribers in Q1, along with the subsequent 

plunge in stock price, reportedly has Netflix considering spending a bit less going forward 

(concentrating on quality over quantity).  It currently has 221.64 million paid subscribers worldwide.  

The steamer no longer breaks out U.S. subs., but some estimates place it at roughly 75 million paid 

memberships in the U.S. and Canada. 
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Amazon Prime Video spent about $13 billion on “video and music” content in 2021 (the upcoming 

Lord of the Rings: The Rings of Power alone cost about half a billion dollars). Amazon says it had 

more than 200 million global subscribers at the end of 2021.   

 

Disney has been ramping up spending, reportedly up to $15 billion in 2022 for Disney+, Hulu, and 

ESPN+, nearly doubling its streaming spend from a year ago (most of the increase going to Disney+).  

Hulu reportedly spent about $2.5 billion on content in 2021. As of January 2022, Disney+ had 129.8 

million worldwide subscribers (42.9 million from the U.S. and Canada, 41.1 million from international, 

and 45.9 million from Disney+ Hotstar in India).  Hulu had about 45.3 million subs at the end of 2021. 

 

Warner Bros. Discovery does not break out spending for HBO Max, but the company is 

spending more than $18 billion on content in 2022 – which includes HBO, HBO Max, the Turner cable 

networks, and Warner Bros. Studio.  It reportedly spends upward of $4 billion on Discovery.  HBO 

and HBO Max ended 2021 with a combined 73.8 million global subscribers, which grew to 76.8 million 

in Q1 2022.  Discovery+ ended 2021 with 22 million subs.   

 

Apple is richer than any of these giant media conglomerates, but does not have the library content 

of the other companies that own streaming services.  So it is much more reliant on original series and 

movies to draw and retain subscribers.  Apple TV+ does not normally comment on its TV budget, but 

it has been pegged at about $6 billion per year, with some projections of $8 billion in 2022.  Statista 

recently estimated Apple TV+ had 25 million paid subscribers, with an equal number getting the 

streamer through free promotions.   

 

Paramount+ reportedly increased its content spending from $1 billion in 2020 to $2.2 billion in 2021, 

to a projected $3.8 billion in 2022.  It expects to reach $6 billion by 2024.  Paramount+ and Showtime 

combined had 56 million global subscribers at the end of 2021.   
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Comcast’s Peacock reportedly spent $1.5 billion in 2021, which is expected to hit $3 billion in 2022.  

Its goal is to spend $5 billion per year by 2024.  Peacock had 24.5 million “monthly active accounts” 

at the end of 2021, with about 9 million being paid subscribers. 

 

The success of all these relatively new steaming services 

highlights the fact that there are more high-quality series on 

television today than ever before.  But lest we forget, nothing 

compares to Netflix either in the amount of top-notch original 

programming or their wide-ranging appeal – including 

international productions that become major hits, both globally and in the U.S.  In 2021 and 2022 

alone, Netflix has more returning original series successes than most streaming services have 

total original series.   

 

Since the pandemic delayed so many production schedules, several of 

Netflix’s strongest shows have been returning since 2021 with new 

seasons one after the other.  These include the final seasons of Money 

Heist (season 5), The Kominsky Method (season 3), On My Block 

(season 4), Ozark (season 4), Grace & Frankie (season 7), and Peaky Blinders (season 6), as well 

as Cobra Kai (seasons 3 and 4), Ragnarok (season 2), Sex Education (season 3), Virgin River 

(season 3), The Witcher (season 2), You (season 3), Barbarians (season 2), Bridgerton (season 2), 

The Crown (season 5), Dead to Me (season 3), Elite (season 5), Locke & Key (season 3), Never Have 

I Ever (season 2), Outer Banks (season 3), Russian Doll (season 2), Stranger Things (season 4), and 

The Umbrella Academy (season 3).   

 

Netflix has also debuted several strong new original series during the past couple of seasons, 

including The Chair, Fate: The Winx Saga, Firefly Lane, Ginny & Georgia, Lupin, Maid, Sex/Life, 
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Shadow and Bone, Squid Game, Sweet Tooth, and Vikings: Valhalla – not to mention dozens of new 

series slated for the remainder of 2022 and 2023.   

 

And, of course, none of this includes the numerous shows that have 

ended their runs (going back to 2013), but are still available for newer 

subscribers to discover.  To name just some of the better ones – 

Altered Carbon, The Baby-Sitter’s Club, Bojack Horseman, Black 

Mirror, Bloodline, Chilling Adventures of Sabrina, Dark, Dear White People, The English Game, 

GLOW, House of Cards, Lillyhammer, Lost in Space, Master of None, Mindhunter, Narcos, Narcos: 

Mexico, The OA, One Day At A Time, Orange is the New Black, The Queen’s Gambit, The Ranch, 

Self Made, Sense8, 13 Reasons Why, Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt, and Unorthodox. 

 

Netflix has also had success picking up shows from various broadcast and cable networks – 

Lucifer, which originally aired three seasons on Fox, has become one of Netflix’s most viewed series 

(seasons 4-6), CBS’s Evil became a hit when Netflix picked it up when it needed programming during 

the pandemic (so CBS shifted it to its own streamer, Paramount+), and NBC’s Manifest, did quite well 

when Netflix picked it up.  Longmire, which moved to Netflix after being canceled by A&E, You, which 

came over from Lifetime, and Cobra Kai which moved here from YouTube, became three of Netflix’s 

most viewed original series. 

 

Netflix has licensing and distribution deals, and current and back-catalog rights to TV programs from 

a number of studios.  Many of these deals were made before any of these companies developed their 

own streaming platforms, so some shows will move when those deals expire.  Acquired series 

currently airing on Netflix include,  Arrested Development, Arrow, Breaking Bad, Better Call Saul, 

Black Lightning, Criminal Minds, Dawson’s Creek, DCs Legends of Tomorrow, Designated Survivor, 

The Flash, Longmire, Gotham, Grey’s Anatomy, How to Get Away with Murder, Jane the Virgin, 

Legacies, Madam Secretary, The Magicians, Manifest, NCIS, New Girl, The 100, The Originals, 
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Queen of the South, Quantico, Riverdale, Schitt’s Creek, Seinfeld, Shameless, The Sinner, Supergirl, 

The Vampire Diaries, and 30 Rock. 

 

Netflix has spent a massive amount of money producing a 

massive amount of movies.  While many are instantly forgettable, 

many others are excellent with high-profile stars, and more than a few 

have been nominated for Oscars.   

 

These include, Army of the Dead (David Bautista), The Ballad of Buster Scruggs (Liam Neeson, Zoe 

Kazan, James Franco), Beasts of No Nation (Idris Elba), Bird Box (Sandra Bullock), Concrete Cowboy 

(Idris Elba, Caleb McLaughlin), Da 5 Bloods (Delroy Lindo, Clarke Peters, Isiah Whitlock Jr., Norm 

Lewis), Dolemite is My Name (Eddie Murphy), Enola Holmes (Millie Bobby Brown, Henry Cavill), 

Extraction (Chris Hemsworth), Hillbilly Elegy (Amy Adams, Glen Close), Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom 

(Chadwick Boseman, Viola Davis), Malcolm and Marie (Zendaya, John David Washington), Mank 

(Gay Oldman), Mudbound (Carey Mulligan, Mary J. Blige), Marriage Story (Adam Driver, Scarlett 

Johansson), The Irishman (Robert De Niro, Al Pacino, Joe Pesci), The Old Guard (Charlize Theron), 

Roma (Yalitza Aparicio), The Trial of the Chicago 7 (Sacha Baron Cohen, Eddie Redmayne, Mark 

Raylance, Michael Keaton, Frank Langella), The Two Popes (Anthony Hopkins, Jonathan Pryce), and 

Triple Frontier (Oscar Isaac, Charlie Hunan, Pedro Pascal),  

 

Netflix has also become one of the top streamers of anime, with well over 100 series – some are 

original to Netflix, but many others come from buying up the international distribution rights to existing 

series and movies. 

 

Netflix has made some major acquisitions that will lead to new TV series and movies, most 

notably, Millarworld and The Roald Dahl Story Company.  Mark Millar is a well-known comic-book 

writer who worked for both Marvel and DC before starting his own company in 2004.  He created such 

titles as Kick Ass and Kingsman, both of which became feature films.  Netflix has the rights to produce 
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new TV series and movies based on the Millarworld properties.  The first efforts were Jupiter’s Legacy, 

which was canceled after one season, and the anime series, Super Crooks.  There are more on the 

way.  Roald Dahl is the late British novelist who wrote children’s books that have sold more than a 

quarter of a billion copies worldwide.  Netflix has the rights to the entire back catalog, and plans 

animated and live-action TV series, movies, games, and even consumer products 

 

Netflix is also getting into the mobile and video gaming space in a big way, and sees tremendous 

potential for synergy with games based on select Netflix series and new series or movies based on 

some popular games. 

 

Amazon Prime Video, which has been around as long as 

Netflix, has not produced anywhere near the same volume of 

scripted series, but it has developed several of its own 

popular shows – although much of Prime Video’s 

subscriber base results from being included as part of the 

package when subscribing to Amazon Prime for the free shipping.   

 

Several of Prime Video’s major hits have concluded their multiple-season runs, but are still available.  

They include, seven seasons of Bosch,  six seasons of The Expanse (seasons 1-3 aired on Syfy, 4-

6 are original to Prime Video), five seasons of Transparent, four seasons of The Man in the High 

Castle, Mozart in the Jungle, and Goliath, three seasons of Sneaky Pete and Hanna, and two seasons 

of Fleabag.     

 

Ongoing popular series include, Jack Ryan, The Boys, Carnival Row, 

The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel, and Upload.  Newer series successes 

include, Hunters (2020-renewed), the limited series, The Underground 

Railroad (2021), Harlem (2021-renewed), and Reacher (2022), which 

enjoyed one of Prime Video’s strongest debuts ever, and has also been renewed.  Prime Video has 
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some adult animated success stories as well, with Undone, Invincible, The Legend of Vox Machina, 

and The Boys Presents: Diabolical. 

 

It seems as though Prime Video’s plans going forward involve 

taking some big expensive swings as they have with the fantasy 

drama, The Wheel of Time (which debuted in 2021 and has been 

renewed), supernatural mystery thriller, Outer Range (April, 2022), and 

the upcoming The Lord of the Rings: The Rings of Power (slated for September 2022).   

 

A Bosch spin-off, Bosch: Legacy will premiere on Amazon Freevee (formerly IMDb TV, Amazon’s 

free, ad-supported steaming service) in May.  Other shows planned but with no specific release dates 

include updates or re-imaginings of Mr. and Mrs. Smith and A League of Their Own.  There are many 

more series in the pipeline, as Amazon makes a strong effort to be Netflix’s main global competitor. 

 

Prime Video has a hodge-podge of off-network series (many originating on cable), which it acquired 

well before any of their studios or networks had their own streaming platforms.  These include, The 

Affair, Alias, The Americans, Angel, Animal Kingdom, Baywatch, Bernie Mac, Billions, Buffy the 

Vampire Slayer, Community, Counterpart, Dexter, Different Stokes, Here’s Lucy season 1, House, 

Humans, Best of I Love Lucy, The Jeffersons, Moesha, Mr. Robot, Monk, Orphan Black, Psych, 

Scrubs, Suits, 227, Ugly Betty, and Vikings. 

 

Amazon recently acquired MGM, which gives it the rights to popular movies, including, the James 

Bond and Rocky franchises, as well as properties such as Fargo, Robocop, Legally Blonde, and 

Silence of the Lambs.  The MGM catalog includes more than 4,000 film titles and 17,000 TV episodes, 

which Amazon sees as essential to compete with streamers such as Disney+ and HBO Max, which 

have deep catalogs of movies and TV shows. 
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The scripted series success of Disney+ (which launched in 

November 2019) has come largely from its Marvel, Pixar, 

and Star Wars franchises.   

 

Original Marvel series produced for Disney+ so far include, 

WandaVision, Falcon and the Winter Soldier, Loki, Hawkeye, Moon Knight, and the animated What 

If…? (with several more on the way).  In addition, Daredevil, Jessica Jones, Luke Cage, Iron Fist, The 

Punisher, and The Defenders, shifted here Netflix in April, 2022.  Agents of Shield and Agent Carter. 

which both originally aired on ABC for seven and two seasons, respectively, are also on Disney+.   

 

Popular Star Wars series include, The Mandalorian and The Book of Boba Fett (with more to come).  

Pixar movies, Soul, Luca, and Turning Red, bypassed theaters to debut directly on Disney+. 

 

Disney+ debuted Moon Knight in March 2022.  Upcoming Marvel 

series include, Ms. Marvel (June 2022), She-Hulk (2022), Echo (TBA 

– a spin-off from Hawkeye), Armor Wars (TBA), Ironheart (TBA), Nova 

(TBA), and Agatha, House of Harkness (TBA – a spin-off from 

WandaVision).  It will be interesting to see whether shows based on these lesser-known heroes, not 

affiliated with any of the Marvel theatrical movies, can succeed.  Disney is certainly not stingy in 

promoting them.  New Star Wars series, with their built-in audience base, such as Obi-Wan Kenobi 

(May 2022), should continue to do well. 

 

The heavy promotion Disney afforded the Netflix Marvel series 

moving over to Disney+ (along with the implementation of parental 

controls for these more “adult” storylines), indicates how important 

the franchise is to the streamer’s success.  Not counting the 

occasional Disney or Pixar hit movie, such as Encanto, no original series on Disney+ has come close 

to the success of Marvel or Star Wars.  All the original live-action series in these two franchises 
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ranked among Nielsen’s top 10 streaming shows during the weeks each new episode debuted.  

The animated What If…? and Star Wars: The Bad Batch, also made this list a number of times. 

 

In the non-Marvel/Star Wars category, the Doogie Howser reboot, Doogie Kamealoha, M.D. has been 

renewed, as has one of Disney+’s first series, High School Musical: The Musical: The Series.   

 

In addition to 31 seasons of The Simpsons, Disney+ also has full seasons of black-ish, Boy Meets 

World, Girl Meets World, grown-ish, The Proud Family, Smart Guy, and the new Wonder Years.  

Disney+ also has programming from National Geographic.  And, of course, Disney+ is the only place 

you can stream most of the Disney and Pixar libraries, as well as every Marvel, and Star Wars 

theatrical movie (as well as several animated series based on these franchises).  

 

Hulu actually predates Netflix, initially being a joint venture of 

News Corp., NBC Universal, and later Disney and Time Warner 

to air recent episodes from their linear TV networks, Fox, 

NBC, ABC, and Turner.  In 2019, WarnerMedia sold its stake I 

Hulu back to the company so it could focus on developing HBO Max.  The same year, Disney acquired 

21st Century Fox, giving it a 60% share in Hulu.  Comcast gave up any control of Hulu to Disney, while 

agreeing to sell its 33% stake in the company to Disney by 2024.  It is not clear whether Hulu will 

continue as a separate streaming service or eventually be merged into Disney+.  Speculation that 

they would be combined increased when Disney moved all the Netflix Marvel series to Disney+ rather 

than the more adult-oriented Hulu. 

 

Hulu airs series on-demand from ABC, Fox, and FX soon after their linear runs, as well as selected 

series from NBC (which will soon be exclusive to Peacock, as Comcast ends its deal with Hulu).  It 

also has numerous classic shows either produced or distributed by CBS, as well as series from A&E, 

Adult Swim, AMC, BBCA, Bravo, CMT, Comedy Central, Discovery, E!, Food, FX, History, ID, 

Lifetime, MTV, Syfy, TBS, Telemundo, TLC, TNT, USA, and VH-1.  Subscribers can purchase Hulu 
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+ Live TV, which adds more than 75 channels of live TV plus access to Disney+ and ESPN+.  They 

can also buy add-ons for premium cable channels such as HBO, Showtime, Cinemax, and Starz. 

 

On the original scripted series front, the award-winning and critically 

acclaimed dystopian drama, The Handmaid’s Tale, which debuted in 

2017, has been Hulu’s signature series (being renewed for a fifth 

season).  Hulu has also had some solid success with other original 

scripted fare – the critical darlings, PEN15 (2 seasons) and Ramy (2 seasons), as well as Shrill (2 

seasons), Harlots (3 seasons), Marvel’s Runaways (3 seasons), Future Man (3 seasons), and Casual 

(4 seasons).  Other more recent successes (all renewed) include, The Great (2020), Love, Victor 

(2020), Only Murders in the Building (2021), Reservation Dogs (2021), How I Met Your Father (2022), 

and Life & Beth (2022).  Hulu also picked up sci-fi comedy-drama, The Orville, after it aired two 

seasons on Fox. 

  

Hulu has also made a name for itself with limited-run miniseries, including, 11.22.63, The 

Looming Tower, Looking for Alaska, Little Fires Everywhere, Dopesick, Pam & Tommy, and The 

Dropout.  Hulu has been heavily promoting two upcoming miniseries, Under the Banner of Heaven 

and Pistol. 

 

In the two-and-a-half years since it launched in November 2019, 

Apple TV+, has developed award-winning TV series, The 

Morning Show (one of its first series) and Ted Lasso, as well as 

several other successful shows, such as Dickinson, For All 

Mankind, See, Servant, Truth Be Told, Ghost Writer, Central 

Park, Tehran, Losing Alice, Mythic Quest, Little America, 

Foundation, Physical, Schmigadoon!, and most recently, Severance (my favorite new show of the 

year), Roar, Pachinko, and Slow Horses (my second favorite new show of the year).  It also has the 

upcoming thriller, Shining Girls (starring Elizabeth Moss).  Apple TV+ has also had a number of well-
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received miniseries – Defending Jacob (2020), Lisey’s Story (2021), The Shrink Next Door (2021), 

The Last Days pf Ptolemy Grey (2022), and WeCrashed (2022).  It is also the first streaming service 

to win an Oscar for Best Picture (Coda). 

 

In addition to CODA, Apple TV+ has produced a number of high-profile 

and popular movies including, The Banker, Finch (starring Tom 

Hanks), Greyhound (starring Tom Hanks), and The Tragedy of 

Macbeth (starring Denzel Washington and Frances McDormand).  The 

streamer has also aired several excellent music documentaries, featuring Billie Eilish, The Velvet 

Underground, The Beastie Boys, and Bruce Springsteen, and has a new documentary on  basketball 

great, Magic Johnson. 

 

Given its lack of library content (which bolsters many of its steaming 

competitors), Apple needs high-profile scripted series to attract 

and retain subscribers.  One reason it debuts one episode of new 

series each week, rather than an entire season at once is because 

that’s the only way to keep viewers coming back.  Apple TV+ is virtually all original content, and it 

hasn’t been around long enough to have built up a large back catalog. 

 

Apple is now pushing heavily to get into major live sports, which is always a good way to increase 

long-term subscribers.  It has already made an $85 million deal with Major League Baseball, which 

includes streaming weekly exclusive Friday night doubleheaders.  Apple is reportedly the frontrunner 

to acquire the NFL Sunday ticket package for out-of-market games when the NFL’s deal with DirecTV 

expires in 2023.  Apple would also get the rights to live-stream games on mobile devices.  A 

partnership with the NFL would be a game changer for Apple TV+.  While not having quite the 

same impact as when Fox first got NFL games in 1994, let’s not forget that caused the Big Three 

networks to become the Big Four literally overnight. 
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Apple TV+’s 50% share of promotional subscribers is currently much higher than other premium video 

streamers – Netflix and Hulu are reportedly at just 4%, Disney+ and Peacock around 10%, and HBO 

Max at 20%.  A number of broadband and mobile providers offer a year of free Apple TV+ for new 

customers, while Apple offers three free months to anyone who purchases one of its devices.     

 

HBO Max debuted about six months after Apple TV+, in May 

2020, and also already has several highly praised and 

award-winning scripted series, the most notable being, The 

Flight Attendant, Hacks, Raised by Wolves, and Peacemaker.  

Other popular entries, include, Gossip Girl, Station Eleven, 

Tokyo Vice, And Just Like That, and Minx.  A strong track record for a streaming platform that debuted 

just as the first wave of the pandemic was in full force.  Popular HBO original series, such as 

Westworld, Mare of Easttown, Succession, The White Lotus, Euphoria, The Gilded Age, also air on 

HBO Max. 

 

In 2021, HBO Max was the one steaming service to debut movies, such 

as King Richard, in theaters and make them available to steam at the 

same time.  This isn’t happening in 2022, but The Batman was 

released on HBO Max way before the previously normal window.   

 

Comedy Central has become a testing ground of sorts for HBO Max, as several of its series moved 

their second seasons to the streamer.  HBO Max also made a lucrative, exclusive deal for 23 seasons 

of the Comedy Central hit, South Park. 

 

HBO Max also contains the full library of past HBO and Cinemax original series (such as The 

Sopranos, The Wire, Game of Thrones, Deadwood, Veep, and Banshee), as well as the DC Universe 

catalog (including Titans, Doom Patrol, and the animated Harley Quinn), Friends, The Big Bang 

Theory, Rick & Morty, Sesame Street, Dr. Who, and the Lord of the Rings movies. 
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At some point soon, HBO Max’s scripted programming and Discovery+’s reality content will likely be 

combined into a single product.  Now that the fledgling CNN+ has been shuttered after barely a month, 

CNN should be included as well.   

 

CBS All Access launched in 2014, but debuted its first original 

scripted programming in 2017.  It was expanded and re-

branded as Paramount+ in March 2021 following Viacom and 

CBS re-merging.  That first series, The Good Wife spin-off, The 

Good Fight, is still going strong, having been renewed for a sixth 

season.  But it was really the premiere of Star Trek: Discovery that put CBS All Access on the 

map and contributed to its early subscriber growth.   

 

Paramount+ has become the place for all things Star Trek.  Star 

Trek: Discovery just completed its fourth season, and shows no signs 

of slowing down.  Star Trek: Picard is currently in its second season 

and has been renewed for a third and final go round.  A new series, 

Star Trek: Strange New Worlds, debuts this May (and has already been renewed for a second 

season).  The animated Star Trek: Lower Decks has been renewed for a third season. 

 

While several other early series did not panned out, Paramount+ has 

had more recent success with three series, Mayor of Kingstown 

(2021), The Game (2021), based on the CW/BET series of the same 

name, and Halo (2022), based on characters from the popular video 

game – all three have been renewed.  And the excellent supernatural thriller, Evil, which moved 

here after one season on the CBS network, will premiere its third season in June.  Seal Team, which 

also moved here from CBS has been renewed as well.  Yellowstone’s prequel, the popular 1883, airs 

exclusively on Paramount+.  Yellowstone itself, which airs on the Paramount linear cable network 
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(and is the highest rated cable series since the early days of The Walking Dead) is not available on 

Paramount+ because of a licensing deal ViacomCBS made with NBCUniversal’s Peacock in 2020, 

before the launch of Paramount+.  

 

Recent episodes of CBS series are typically available on Paramount+ a day after their broadcast run.  

The streamer has complete back catalogs of most current CBS shows.  ViacomCBS has 

extended its deal with South Park to 2027, and will air 14 new films exclusively for Paramount+ 

(releasing two per year).  Beginning with season 24 in 2024, Paramount+ will be the new global 

streaming home for South Park (after its deal with HBO Max expires in the U.S. in 2025, and its 

international deal with Netflix ends in 2022).  Paramount+ is rebooting CBS’s highly popular Criminal 

Minds, with much of the original cast.  And among several new series orders will reportedly be updates 

of Fatal Attraction, Flashdance, Love Story, and The Parallax View. 

 

The Paramount+ programming library includes complete episode catalogs of shows previously owned 

by Paramount Television, which originally aired on CBS and other networks.  Paramount+ also has a 

limited library of movies from Paramount Pictures, MGM, The Samuel Goldwyn Company, and CBS 

Films.  Starting in 2024, Paramount+ will be the first place to stream all of Paramount’s theatrical 

movies, including Mission Impossible 8. The streamer also has content from the ViacomCBS 

properties, MTV, VH-1, Nickelodeon, Comedy Central, BET, and the Smithsonian Channel.  

Showtime content has been added to a bundled package available to subscribers.  

 

Peacock officially debuted in July 2020, and although it has not 

yet had a robust lineup of original series, there have been 

a few successes – Bel Air (the much anticipated dramatic re-

imagining of the 1990s sitcom, The Fresh Prince of Bel Air), which debuted in February 2022, has 

been renewed for a second season, as have the teen mystery drama, One of Us is Lying, sitcom 

Rutherford Falls, and the musical comedies, Girls5eva and We Are Lady Parts, all of which premiered 

in 2021.  Also renewed are the Saved by the Bell reboot and Days of Our Lives: Beyond Salem.  Some 
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other series are still pending renewal (or cancellation), including, The Girl in the Woods, and the 

comedies, MacGruber, Bust Down, and Killing It.  It has also aired a couple of miniseries – Dr. Death 

(with Joshua Jackson, Christian Slater, and Alec Baldwin) and Joe vs. Carole (with John Cameron 

Mitchell, Kate McKinnon, and Kyle MacLachlin).  An upcoming miniseries, Angelyne (starring Emmy 

Rossum) is slated for May.  

 

Current NBC series are generally available on Peacock the next 

day.  Peacock has a huge inventory of past hit (and not so hit) series, 

such as Blindspot, Brooklyn Nine-Nine, Chamed, Cheers, Coach, 

Columbo, Covert Affairs, Crossing Jordan, Downton Abbey, Everybody 

Hates Chris, Everybody Loves Raymond, Frasier, Friday Night Lights, House, Knight Rider, Little 

House on the Prairie, Married…With Children, Miami Vice, Modern Family, Monk, Murder, She Wrote, 

Parenthood, Parks and Recreation, Psych, Ray Donovan, Royal Pains, 30 Rock, The A-Team, Tee 

Munsters, The Rockford Files, Two and a Half Men, Warehouse 13, Will & Grace, and Xena: Warrior 

Princess, as well as every season of Saturday Night Live.  It also gained the rights to Paramount 

Network’s hit drama, Yellowstone.   

 

The Office joined Peacock in 2021 – in an exclusive five-year deal, NBCUniversal shelled out $500 

million for domestic rights to get it back from Netflix.  Peacock also made a non-exclusive deal with 

Dick Wolf, reportedly in the $300-400 million range, for domestic rights to more than a thousand 

episodes of its Law & Order and Chicago franchises.  Peacock is also planning a reboot of the hit 

science-fiction drama Battlestar Galactica. 

 

Peacock includes a library of popular film titles from Universal, Dreamworks Animation, Lionsgate, 

and Focus Features (although not on an exclusive basis).  Peacock is also looking to some of its film 

franchises to create new TV series.  The streamer contains more than 3,000 hours of content from 

NBCU’s Spanish language network, Telemundo.  Its premium service includes 175 Premier League 
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soccer matches not on linear TV per season.  Peacock also made a deal with Major League Baseball  

to air 18 consecutive Sunday morning games.  

  

While I’m not a fan of Nielsen rankings of streaming series 

– they only cover viewing on a television set (so have a bias 

toward older-skewing shows), and Nielsen’s sample is not really 

designed to measure individual streaming services.  When 

looking at total minutes viewed, longer shows have a clear 

advantage as do shows with more episodes available to watch.  That said, there is some directional 

value to be had from these rankings.   

 

According to Nielsen, 12 the top 15 original streaming series in the U.S. in 2021 were on Netflix 

– Lucifer, Squid Game, Great British Baking Show, Virgin River, Bridgerton, You, Cobra Kai, The 

Crown, Longmire, Outer Banks, Maid, and The Witcher.  Among other streaming services, only The 

Handmaid’s Tale (Hulu), Ted Lasso (Apple TV+), and Wandavision (Disney+), were able to crack the 

top 15 shows.  For acquired (off-network) programming, Netflix had 13 of the top 15, with the top 

7 being viewed more than any original series (of course, they had many more episodes available to 

view) – Criminal Minds, Cocomelon, Grey’s Anatomy, NCIS, Heartland, Manifest, Supernatural, 

Schitt’s Creek, Gilmore Girls, New Girl, Shameless, The Blacklist, Bones (Amazon/Hulu), Seinfeld 

(Hulu/Netflix), and The Walking Dead. 

 

When it comes to streaming movies, Netflix takes a back seat to Disney+, which had 11 of the 

top 15, including 8 of the top 10 – Luca, Moana, Raya and the Last Dragon, Frozen II, Frozen, Soul, 

Cruella, Jungle Cruise, Black Widow, Coco, and Avengers: Endgame.  Among other streamers, only 

Netflix’s Red Notice, Mitchells vs.The Machines, and We Can Be Heroes, and Amazon’s The 

Tomorrow War, broke into the top 15. 


