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There are more great shows on television today than any time in history – a Golden Age+ if you will. 

In the original so-called Golden Age of television, there were just as many bad shows as good ones 

(probably more).  Back then, choices were limited to three broadcast networks and a few independent 

stations.  Everyone simply watched whatever network programmers put on their schedules, and if you 

were tuned to one hit show, you often stayed on that network for the next show.  These days, lead-in 

programming is not nearly as significant as it once was, and no one has to watch the “least 

objectionable programming” anymore (those under 30 have probably never even heard that phrase). 

 

Until the early 2000s, most people eventually acquired the same media devices and had access to 

the same original scripted programming.  More than 90% of the country eventually got ad-supported 

cable and purchased VCRs.  This is no longer the case.  While 98% of the country might have access 

to broadcast television, some platforms are only available in 70% of homes, with others in 50%, and 

still others in 30% or less.  This means that many of the best shows on television have not been seen 

by much of the country.  I analyze television for a living and subscribe to all the major streaming 
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services, and am constantly coming across series (and movies) I’ve never heard of before, some of 

which have been on for multiple seasons. 

 

Following is the last of my 3-part list of 21 favorite series of 2021 (I hesitate to use the word “best”), 

with the caveat that there are probably more than a few excellent series I haven’t seen.  Some of 

these are non-English-language international series that can be watched either with subtitles, or 

dubbed into English (or several other languages). 

 

For a number of reasons, I ordinarily don’t watch network screeners when I review TV series.  I like 

to watch an entire season (or as many episodes as possible).  I like to watch a show as it was designed 

to be viewed – weekly unless they drop all episodes at once, in which case I’ll binge two or three at a 

time.  And most of my reviews are recommendations of what to watch after a series has already 

debuted.  When I’m reviewing a new series before it airs, I need to watch the pilots beforehand, so 

screeners are essential. 

  

The first 14 series on my list, and reviewed in my previous two reports, were, Billions (Showtime), 

Bosch (Amazon Prime Video), Evil (Paramount+), Goliath (Amazon Prime Video), Hacks (HBO Max), 

Hanna (Amazon Prime Video), Lupin (Netflix), Mare of Easttown (HBO), Money Heist (Netflix). The 

Morning Show (Apple TV+), Queen of the South (USA), Squid Game (Netflix), Succession (HBO), 

and Ted Lasso (Apple TV+). 

 

The series below are in alphabetical order.  There are some spoilers ahead … 
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The Expanse (Prime Video 2015-2021):  Based on James S.A. 

Corey’s space novel series, The Expanse originally aired for three 

seasons on the SyFy ad-supported cable network before being 

picked up for seasons 4-6 by Prime Video – where the already good 

series became even better and joined the ranks of Battlestar 

Galactica, and Babylon 5 as one of the finest sci-fi space dramas 

on television.   

 

Roughly 300 years in the future, humans have colonized the solar system and Mars is an independent 

military power on the brink of war with Earth.  Stuck in the middle of these two forces is a confederation 

of blue-collar space stations referred to as “the Belt.”  The Belters are made up of many smaller 

factions, each with their own leaders.  The two largest groups in the Solar System are the United 

Nations of Earth and Luna and the Martian Congressional Republic.  A third power player, the Outer 

Planets Alliance (OPA), is a loose confederation of the asteroid belt and the moons of Jupiter and 

Saturn.  The OPA is either a terrorist group or simply rebels fighting for the rights of the poor and 

downtrodden (depending on your point of view).  It is eventually recognized as the government of the 

Belters, who refer to those from Earth or Mars as “Inners.”  

 

Much of the series centers around class warfare.  Earthers are the wealthy elite, Martians are the 

middle class, and Belters are the mostly poor working class.  The complex, intersecting storylines are 

not as difficult to follow on-screen as they are on paper.  Here’s a basic summary. 

 

A political activist’s disappearance and a mysterious distress signal leads to the ambush and 

destruction of both Earth and Mars space ships, which sets the wheels in motion for everything that 

follows.  Earther Captain James Holden (Stephen Strait) and his uniquely diverse crew – Naomi 

Nagata (Dominique Tipper), a Belter engineer, Amos Burton (Wes Chatham), an Earther mechanic 
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and highly trained fighter, and Alex Kamal (Cas Anvar), a Martian pilot – team up with Belter police 

detective Josephus Miller (Thomas Jane), as a wide-ranging conspiracy starts to unfold.   

 

Holden’s crew escapes being destroyed in a Martian gunship which they rename the Rocinante (this 

becomes one of the main settings for the series).  Political intrigue, clash of civilizations, space battles, 

rogue zealots, and potential catastrophe around every corner (or planet), continually threaten our 

tight-knit and heroic crew.  No one is safe from unexpected and sudden capture or death. 

 

A bio-hazard known as the protomolecule, with built-in self-defense mechanisms, threatens all of 

humanity, forcing the competing powers to reluctantly cooperate for their mutual survival.  But shifting 

from cold-war to all-out military war is never off the table.  When the protomolecule opens a gateway 

to thousands of other worlds, it gives hope to much of humanity, but also causes geopolitical upheaval 

among Earth, Mars, and the Belt, and gives rise to new and dangerous factions. 

 

Starting with season 4, the series becomes less a political allegory and more a hard action conspiracy 

thriller.  Each of the main crew is given individual story arcs and backstories, as they go off in season 

5 to take care of personal business before regrouping.  With the Rocinante in drydock, savvy U.N. 

Secretary General Chrisjen Avasarala (the always great Shoreh Aghdashloo), and her new aide, 

Roberta “Bobbie” Draper (Frankie Adams), a rebellious and highly-trained Martian gunnery sergeant, 

investigate the Martian military’s ties to a growing Belter threat.   

 

Marco Inaros (Keon Alexander), a rogue Belter faction leader (and former lover of Naomi Nagata), 

rises to power, unifies other factions, amasses a fleet (known as the Free Navy), and attacks Earth 

with shielded stealth asteroids.  He plans to destroy both Earth and Mars, and has virtually every 

Belter faction under his umbrella.  This new common enemy is primarily what holds together the 

Earth/Mars alliance (as each is too weakened by the Belter attacks to survive on their own).   
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The sixth and final season, with just six episodes, premiered in December 2021 (the first five seasons 

each had between 10 and 13 episodes).  The shorter season was no doubt due not just to the 

pandemic, but to the series’ extremely high production costs.  But it was a satisfying conclusion.     

 

The excellent cast also includes: Cara Gee as Camina Drummer, a Belter head of security who later 

becomes Captain of the OPAS Behemoth, and key enemy of Marco Inaros; Jasai Chase-Owens as 

Flip Inaros, Marco and Naomi’s son, who becomes part of his father’s crew; Chad L. Coleman as Fred 

Johnson, a UNN colonel-turned-leader of the OPA; Anna Hopkins as Monica Stuart, an Earther 

journalist filming a documentary on the Racinante, and David Strathairn as Klaes Ashford, a Belter 

pirate who becomes executive officer of the OPAS Behemoth.  Nadine Nicole, as reformed convicted 

felon and mass murderer Clarissa Mao, joins the Racinante crew in season 6 (Cas Anvar was fired 

in season 5 after sexual assault allegations were revealed). 

 

Although no additional episodes are currently planned, there are more books in The Expanse series, 

so there’s always the possibility another season down the road, whether on Prime Video or 

somewhere else. 

 

The Good Fight (Paramount+ 2017- ): The wonderful Christine 

Baransky leads an all-star cast, as she reprises her role from CBS’s 

The Good Wife, as high-powered attorney, Diane Lockhart.  Having 

lost her fortune in a Madoff-type Ponzi scheme, she starts a new 

chapter as she joins a majority Black-owned and staffed Chicago law firm run by Liz Reddick (Audra 

McDonald) and Adrian Boseman (Delroy Lindo) as its newest named partner.  The stirring opening 

credits feature various elements of her previous (and current?) life exploding in slow motion.  

 

Sexual harassment, racism, and income inequality have been dealt with on The Good Fight in a more 

thought-provoking way than is typically seen on television.  Having Diane Lockhart, take a partner 
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position at a majority Black law firm lends itself to a wide range of race-related storylines, which the 

writers have for the most part handled well, without getting too heavy-handed.  Showing how Black 

characters are often put off and insulted by white progressive good intentions (and how oblivious the 

white characters are when confronted), is something we rarely see on television.  The series also 

looks at how younger and older Black attorneys differ in their approach to dealing with both perceived 

and real racism.  This is also something we rarely, if ever, see on television.  

 

The first season was uneven with its Madoff-like plot, but as it developed its main characters, the 

second season hit its stride and found its voice.  Seasons 2-4 had a clear anti-Trump tone, with the 

feminist, ultra-progressive Diane, continually apoplectic by the state of our country.  Particularly biting 

are the over-the-top animated shorts that appear in each episode during the third season (which are 

often hilarious if you agree with the politics).  While the hard-left political leanings of the writers are 

obvious, this is one of the few series, perhaps the only one, that not only gives a voice to the 

conservative point of view, but also has main characters who are Republicans (and Trump voters), 

including Diane Lockhart’s husband Kurt (Gary Cole), and not treated as caricatures or right-wing 

nuts.  Diane and Kurt’s marriage is one of the most fascinating relationships on television.    

 

The fourth season was cut short by the pandemic, and ended after seven episodes, instead of the 

planned 10.  It was the lone season that I thought did not live up to the standard set by the series’ 

previous seasons.  It was too over the top and wacky even for this series. 

 

Season 5 demonstrates why this remains one of the very best shows on television.  The first episode 

is titled “Previously On…” and it shows what the main characters went through during 2020 and early 

2021, highlighting certain months – from the start of the pandemic, to learning how to use Zoom and 

work from home, to having to lay off staff, to the murder of George Floyd, to the Presidential election, 

to the January 6th insurrection.  It’s a very effective way of jumping past those events, dealing with the 

departure of two major characters, and setting the stage for the rest of the season.   
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In one storyline, Diane and Liz decide that it might be time to turn their law firm, Reddick Lockhart,  

into an entirely female-run company (now that their partner, Adrian Boseman, is leaving).  But several 

of the other Black equity partners think that with Biden as President, now is the time to go back to 

being an entirely Black-run law firm, and want Liz to push Diane out.  Liz agrees that Diane should 

step back and relinquish her named partner role.  Diane is torn between her liberal ideology of 

understanding that her white privilege has given her an unfair advantage and maybe she should step 

aside in favor of a deserving Black partner, and her feelings that she, as a woman, has struggled to 

make it in a sexist industry and has earned the right to be here – particularly since she brings more 

major clients to the firm than anyone else.  Should she really consider stepping aside for a Black 

woman who has faced even more obstacles than she?  When she finally decides to stand up for 

herself, she does so magnificently.    

 

There are a number of additional topical and farcical storylines.  In one, Diane’s husband, Kurt, 

recognizes a photo of one of the January 6th insurrectionists, as a member of his veterans gun club 

(who he trained).  As it turns out, he used his political contacts to get them tour of the Capitol on 

January 5th.  When this guy accuses Kurt of being the ringleader of his group, the FBI’s agent Madeline 

Starkey (Jane Lynch) interrogates him, trying to get him to name the other members he goes shooting 

with.  He, of course, refuses to name names and gets subpoenaed before a Grand Jury. 

 

A junior lawyer, Carmen Moyo (Charmaine Bongwa), out of law school for just a few months, 

impresses one of the firms biggest clients – a major drug dealer who now is starting a legitimate 

business selling legalized marijuana.  He demands that she be his main attorney.  

 

Another story has Many Patinkin as a Judge Wachner (not a real judge) who runs a rogue court in 

the back of a copy shop, where “plaintiffs” and “defendants” agree to abide by his rulings.  He becomes 

a client of Diane and Liz’s law firm, and Marissa Gold (the fabulous Sara Steele) starts splitting her 
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time between her regular duties and being his clerk.  The “court” captures the attention of a video 

streaming producer (Wayne Brady), who wants to turn it into an online reality show.  There are 

interesting debates about the unfairness of our current justice system, but when Judge Wachner starts 

taking more serious and volatile cases, things get out of control. 

 

The superb main cast includes, Cush Jumbo (seasons 1-4, guest in season 5), Rose Leslie (seasons 

1-3), Sarah Steele, Gary Cole, Michael Boatman, Nyambi Nyambi, Zach Grenier, Charmaine Bingwa 

(season 5), and Wanda Sykes (season 5).  There have also been a string of high-profile guest stars, 

including Matthew Perry (season 1), Bernadette Peters (seasons 1-2), Carrie Preston (seasons 1-2), 

Andrea Martin (season 1-3), Jane Lynch (seasons 1-2, 5), Tim Matheson (season 2), Alan Alda 

(seasons 2-5), Rob Reiner (seasons 2 & 4), Margo Martindale (seasons 2 & 5), Bebe Neuwirth 

(seasons 2 & 5), Wallace Shawn (seasons 2 & 5), Michael Sheen (season 3), and John Larroquette 

(season 4). 

 

Just the right mix of drama and humor, along with the excellent cast and superb writing, make this 

great television.  While the last episode of season 5 was a bit over the top, it didn’t diminish the overall 

brilliance of the series.  At the end of the episode, Diane makes a decision that could change the 

direction of the series in season 6. 

 

The Great (Hulu 2020- ): Raunchy, satirical, dark period comedy 

described by Hulu as “anti-historical.”  The Great is loosely based on 

18th century rise to power of Catherine the Great (Elle Fanning), 

Empress of All Russia, and her plot to overthrow her sadistic 

sociopath of a husband, Emperor Peter III (Nicholas Hoult).  Catherine did became the longest female 

ruler of Russia, although many of the events depicted are fiction, not the least of which are the use of 

modern vernacular and the cast’s racial diversity.  The title sequence on-screen in season 1 describes 

the series as “An Occasionally True Story,” and in season 2 as “An Almost Entirely Untrue Story.” 
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Elle Fanning gives a world-class performance.  Her Catherine starts out as a naïve 20-year-old 

outsider, newly married to the depraved emperor, with a general notion that she can make Russia 

better.  Over the course of two seasons, she becomes a hardened revolutionary who will do whatever 

it takes to accomplish her goals.  Nicholas Hoult is even better as the childish, and casually monstrous 

emperor (the son of Peter the Great), who incompetently rules Russia and its increasingly unhappy 

people through fear and intimidation. 

 

The series is occasionally hard to watch, with the brutality sometimes played for laughs, as when 

guests at one of the emperor’s many dinner feasts are invited to pluck out the eyes from the heads of 

dead Swedish soldiers laid out in front of each plate.  Other times, it is not so comical, as when every 

member of the royal court is tortured so the emperor can force the one person he thinks betrayed him 

to confess.   

 

Catherine’s initial naivete is on full display when she is sent to the frontlines to boost the sagging 

morale of Russian troops who are losing a battle to Sweden.  She tramps through the blood and mud, 

dressed to the nines, carrying a giant box of macarons, which she doles out one by one.  She comes 

upon a badly wounded soldier who tells her he can’t take them because he lost his fingers.  She 

responds, “I’ll just pop it in your mouth then,” which she does.  It’s a satirically gruesome reminder of 

the savagery of war, and that she is a sheltered aristocrat with no knowledge of the real world.  But 

this moment is presented as something of a turning point for Catherine – when she starts to realize 

how unprepared she is to lead and how she determines to better both herself and Russia (without 

indulging in meaningless and destructive wars).  Most members of the royal court and the Russian 

public see her as little more than someone to deliver heirs for the emperor, and she is now more 

focused than ever on proving them wrong. 
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Peter is oblivious to the damage he causes, or the impact on those around him.  In one of the early 

episodes he tells Catherine, “You probably don’t remember this, but a week ago I shot your bear and 

punched you.”  He had given her the bear as a gift.  He also has no concern about the death of his 

troops.  When he meets with his Swedish counterpart, he tells him, “we have 40,000 soldiers to your 

2,000.  If we have to lose 4,000 of our men to beat you, I don’t care.  That’s what we do.”  It’s Catherine 

who devises a truce plan that satisfies both leaders and ends the bloodshed. 

 

The sex is frequent (but not graphic – too many layers of clothes to spend time removing them), not 

always consensual, and often the butt of jokes.  In one scene, when Catherine asks her handmaiden 

how her evening was, she responds, “Avoiding rape, you?”  Catherine replies, “Same, if anyone 

invents something easier than buttons we are all in trouble.”  It’s just another off-hand remark 

indicating how dangerous this world is for women, regardless of their station. 

 

Much of season 1 shows Catherine plotting to kill Peter and secure allies among the royal court who 

might be able to assist her – her maid and best friend, Marial (Phoebe Fox), a former noble whom 

Peter “demoted” after a dispute with her father, Count Orlo (Sacha Dhawan), one of the few well-read 

member of Peter’s inner circle, who shares many of Catherine’s views for improving Russia, and 

Archbishop Archie (Adam Godley), whose loyalties shift depending on who he thinks will win and keep 

him in power (the Church has tremendous clout in Russia during the 18th century).  And then there is 

Peter’s aunt Elizabeth (Belinda Bromilow), who has been one of his main advisors and knows how 

incompetent he is, but is also intrigued by the idea of Catherine. 

 

In season 2, a pregnant Catherine (with Peter’s child) takes the reins, although she is unable to go 

through with killing Peter.  Instead, she sort of imprisons him and his remaining loyal followers in their 

palace chambers.  Whether she deposed him or he willingly abdicated the throne remains an ongoing 

point of comedic contention between them.  Being pregnant make it a dangerous time for the 

Empress.  More than 20% of women die in childbirth, and if she survives it, many believe Catherine 
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will be assassinated as soon as an heir to the thrown is born.  Aside from her small group of allies, 

she can’t be sure who is on her side.  Gillian Anderson has a sharp turn as Catherine’s mother, whose 

ultimate fate drives much of the subsequent plot. 

 

Elle Fanning continues to give a remarkable performance, as Catherine has to balance trying to 

implement social reforms in Russia (such as educating girls), making peace with rulers of other 

countries, and warily keeping an eye on Peter, who she assumes is plotting to retake the throne.  But 

her reforms often help the nobles more than the citizenry, with whom she remains woefully out-of-

touch.   Catherine tries to get her people to see things as she does, but it isn’t easy.  When Peter kills 

someone because he called him a “dickhead,” everyone else sees this as perfectly reasonable.  A 

frustrated Catherine proclaims “I am tired of arguing with people who think the earth is flat.”  

 

Nicholas Hoult’s Peter continues to shine in season 2, his behavior no longer even partially restricted 

by any responsibility of leadership.  Although the fact that he loves Catherine becomes increasingly 

clear, as is his joy at the prospect of fatherhood when their son Paul is born. He continually tries to 

get Catherine to fall in love with him, but she still wants him dead.  Archbishop Archie and Aunt 

Elizabeth continue their scheming, and you’re not really sure whose side they are really on. 

 

The ending provides a twist that makes the prospect of another season enticing, but there has been 

no official word yet on whether there will be a third season.   

 

Marvel’s WandaVision, Loki, Hawkeye (Disney+ 2021- ):  

I’m including these three series as a single entry because each 

character appeared in various Avengers movies and each show was 

essentially designed to lead into upcoming theatrical movies in the 

Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) – as was the other Marvel series airing so far on Disney+, Falcon 

and the Winter Soldier, which didn’t make my list.  But all three can stand on their own as top notch 
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entertainment.  One thing that makes these shows so unusual (and effective), is that the actual actors 

from the theatrical movies have signed on to reprise their roles for the TV series. 

 

WandaVision: High concept and brilliantly conceived are not typically 

phrases you see associated with the same show.  But they both fit here.  For 

those unfamiliar with the Marvel universe, Wanda Maximoff, aka The Scarlet 

Witch (Elizabeth Olsen), and Vision (Paul Bettany) are both members of The Avengers.  She has 

magical powers (telekinesis, telepathy, energy manipulation, can create force fields) and is one of the 

most powerful of all Marvel heroes.  He is an android with superhuman strength, speed, and analytical 

capabilities, as well as the ability to change his density and phase through objects.   

 

For those who are well versed in all things Marvel, from the comic books to the movies, this delightfully 

strange series is probably a totally different (and more comprehensible) viewing experience than for 

those who come in having no familiarity with, or only marginal awareness of, characters based on the 

Avengers movies.   

 

But even neophytes could probably tell pretty quickly that something is amiss in the fictional town of 

Westview, New Jersey, home to the seemingly happily married Wanda and Vision.  The series opens 

with our heroes living in simulated suburbia parodies of classic TV sitcoms from the 1950s through 

the early 2000s.  These include homages to I Love Lucy, Bewitched, The Dick Van Dyke Show, I 

Dream of Jeannie, The Brady Bunch, Family Ties, Full House, Malcolm in the Middle, and Modern 

Family (with nods to The Twilight Zone sprinkled in).  The situations shift from scene to scene, going 

from black & white to color, switching theme music, as well as clothes and hairstyles of the times, and 

coming complete with an assortment of sitcom-type neighbors.  These sequences alone are enough 

to make me place this on a list of most creative shows of the year.   

 



 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
_____ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
The Sternberg Report ©2022 

 

 

13 

Wanda and Vision gradually start to realize something isn’t right when they can’t seem to remember 

basic details of their new life, and some of their neighbors start acting even more strangely.  Is Wanda 

actually aware of what’s going on?  Are any of her “neighbors”?  Why does Vision keep shifting from 

human to android and back again?   

 

To give some context here, Wanda has been grief stricken for a while leading up to this series – not 

only was her twin brother, Pietro killed by the forces of Ultron in Avengers: Age of Ultron, but Vision 

was destroyed by Thanos in Avengers: Infinity War (so how can he be alive and well here?).  Did 

Wanda create her own alternate reality bubble, complete with a resurrected Vision, two kids of their 

own, and a town full of ordinary citizens?  Or is there something more nefarious afoot?  Is she trapped 

along with everyone else?  And who is her ubiquitous neighbor, Agnes (the wonderful Kathryn Hahn), 

who seems to know more than she’s letting on? 

 

The boldness of the first three episodes lies in the fact that they chose not to explain anything about 

Wanda and Vision, what their powers are, or how they came here following the events in Avengers: 

Endgame.  Marvel fans and newcomers alike start out not having any idea what is actually happening, 

much less where it might be going.  The mystery is unveiled in bits and pieces over the show’s nine 

installments, starting with the brilliant episodes 4 and 5, which finally start to tie things back to the 

Marvel Cinematic Universe at large. 

 

Kat Dennings as astrophysicist Darcy Lewis, formerly an intern for Jane Foster in Thor: The Dark 

World, and Randall Park as FBI agent Jimmy Woo (last seen in Ant-Man and the Wasp), are both 

excellent, expanding on their movie roles and trying to figure out what’s going on.  Their presence 

outside of Westview, starting in episode 4, gives viewers some assurance that this is indeed all about 

to be explained.  Teyonah Parris is also excellent as Monica Rambeau, first introduced as a child in 

the Captain Marvel movie (her mom was a friend and colleague of Carol Danvers/Captain Marvel).  

Monica helped start the secret government organization, S.W.O.R.D. (the Sentient Weapon 
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Observation Response Division), before disappearing for five years during the Blip (when Thanos 

erased half of all life in the universe before the Avengers defeated him and brought everyone back 

five years later).  She has powers of her own that are only hinted at here.  Look for her to appear in 

the upcoming film, The Marvels, in 2022. 

 

All of the quirkiness and weirdness of the series culminates in an action-packed finale, worthy of the 

MCU, with Wanda’s powers on full display as she battles the powerful witch, Agatha Harkness (who 

is slated for her own Disney+ series).  At the same time, Vision engages in a heated battle with a 

reconstructed and emotionless version of himself.   

 

WandaVision was designed as a one-off miniseries transitioning from Avengers: Endgame to the 

upcoming Doctor Strange In the Multiverse of Madness theatrical movie, so another season doesn’t 

seem to be in the cards.  But this is a worthy experiment, unlike anything else from Marvel, and is well 

worth your time. 

 

Loki: Unlike WandaVision, viewers are provided with a fairly extensive 

explanation of what’s going from the outset.  In Avengers Endgame the 

Avengers went back in time seven years to when Loki (Tom Hiddleston), 

God of Mischief and Thor’s half-brother, was fighting them in the “Battle of New York” (from the first 

Avengers movie in 2012).  They needed to get the Infinity Stones before Thanos acquires them and 

wipes out half the universe.  In the chaos that ensued, Loki managed to get his hands on the powerful 

cosmic energy cube known as the Tesseract and disappears, thus altering the timeline.  This series 

follows what happens to that Loki, before we see him grow and redeem himself in Thor: Ragnarok 

and Avengers: Infinity War (when he is killed by Thanos). 

 

Loki’s disappearance has caught the attention of the Time Variants Authority (TVA), a powerful 

bureaucratic organization that exists outside of normal time and space.  The TVA is tasked by the 
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mysterious Timekeepers to make sure people stay in their set timeline.  Any “variants” are put on trial 

and either reset into their expected timeline, or simply “pruned” (erased from existence).  Loki is now 

considered a variant.   

 

The Timekeepers, Loki is told, are three powerful beings who emerged after colliding multiverses 

almost destroyed all of existence.  The Timekeepers organized these multiverses into a single “sacred 

timeline.”  They created the TVA and its large staff of agents and clerks, to keep the proper flow of 

time (by pruning variants along the way).  The Timekeepers first appeared in the Thor comic book in 

1979, and have been involved in several storylines over the years.  These entities in the Marvel 

Cinematic Universe are somewhat different from those in the comic books, but there’s no reason to 

get into that here. 

 

Just as the TVA judge, Ravonna Renslayer (Gugu Mbatha-Raw), declares Loki guilty and is about to 

have him “reset,” TVA chief detective Mobius (Owen Wilson) steps in.  He wants to use Loki to help 

them capture a dangerous serial-killer variant who has been traveling through time and killing TVA 

agents. 

 

As Loki quickly discovers, magical powers don’t work in the TVA compound, so he is trapped.  The 

equally talkative and charming Mobius tries to elicit information from Loki about why he does what he 

does, at the same time explaining what’s going on and how Loki varied from his “set path.”  For a 

god-like being who thrives on chaos, the idea that his path is predetermined by all-knowing keepers 

of the sacred timeline does not sit well.  When Loki declares that none of this would have happened 

had the Avengers not gone back in time, and they should be here instead of him, Mobius’s reply that 

“that was supposed to happen” infuriates him even more.  Mobius then shows Loki scenes from 

events that those who saw the Thor and Avengers movies remember.  Events that haven’t yet 

happened to this Loki. 
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The surrealness of the situation is helped along by the animated clock mascot of the TVA, known as 

Miss Minutes (voiced by Tara Strong), who conveys dire information with a smile.  You have to see it 

to understand. 

 

Loki has long been one of the most complex Marvel villains, and this take on his motivations, the 

impact of seeing how some of his former bad acts have impacted people he loves, and seeing his 

own death in what he is told is the future that is supposed to happen and indeed has happened over 

and over again, is fascinating – and pulled off largely because of the chemistry between the 

immensely talented Tom Hiddleston and Owen Wilson. 

 

One thing that makes this series so interesting, is just as you think you know where it’s going, it shifts 

gears and goes somewhere else.  That’s not always a good thing, but here it works.  Toward the end 

of episode 2, Mobius tells Loki the variant they are chasing is another version of Loki from another 

timeline.  As the episode comes to an end, we see that this Loki is in the form of a woman (smartly 

played by Sophia Di Martino). 

 

Episode 3 is basically a character study of the two Lokis, as they battle each other, feel each other 

out, and become tentative allies.  She tells him that she is no longer a Loki, and now goes by the 

name Sylvie (this character seems like a combination of Lady Loki and the Enchantress, both of whom 

appeared in various Marvel comics, and is way too confusing to get into here).  Her plan is to destroy 

the Timekeepers and blow up the sacred timeline.  As they question one another, she reveals details 

of her past that are substantially different from his.  She also tells him that the TVA staff were not 

created by the Timekeepers, but are rather all human variants who were plucked from their own 

timelines and have no memory of their previous lives.  Did Mobius lie to him, or is he unaware of his 

own previous life?  Loki is known to be deceitful and manipulative, so the fact that these two versions 

of Loki start to trust one another can’t end well (or can it?). 
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As they continue their banter, they both casually acknowledge that they often have meaningless sex 

with both women and men.  While the comic books have referred to Loki’s bisexuality, this is the first 

time a major character in the Marvel Cinematic Universe has been so designated – and is now 

officially part of the MCU canon.  It should be noted that in Netflix’s series, Ragnorok, which provides 

another take on Norse mythology, Loki is clearly bisexual.  In Norse mythology, Loki shifts between 

male and female presentations and pronouns.  

  

Having escaped from the TVA, they wind up on the moon of the planet Lamentis, which they soon 

discover is about to crash into the moon.  The device that enabled them to teleport there is out of 

power, and they don’t have anything strong enough to recharge it.  The entire third episode focuses 

on their efforts to escape the apocalypse. 

 

They eventually wind up in a void at the end of time, where they meet several other versions of Loki 

from different timelines and realities, who have apparently been trapped there for quite a while.  They 

have to remain in hiding lest the cloud monster Alioth, a trans-temporal entity and guardian of the 

Void destroys them.  When TVA victims are pruned, we discover, they are actually banished here to 

be devoured by Alioth. 

 

In the end, they escape the Void to discover the man behind the curtain, or rather “He Who Remains ,” 

aka Kang the Conqueror (the charismatic Jonathan Majors).  He gives Loki and Sylvie a choice – they 

can replace him as arbiters of the Sacred Timeline, or destroy him and face thousands of versions of 

himself in thousands of multiverses, who are far “less benevolent.”  Loki and Sylvie have different 

ideas on how to proceed.  Sylvie wins, causing ripples through time as the single TVA timeline seems 

to branch off on countless directions.  This sets up a whole new Marvel Cinematic Universe (or 

Multiverse), and introduces a new major cross-movie villain (or is it villains?).  It also paves the way 

for the upcoming theatrical films, Ant-Man and the Wasp: Quantumania and Dr. Strange and the 
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Multiverse of Madness.  What this means for Loki in season 2 (it’s been renewed), or whether he will 

appear in the theatrical movies going forward, remains to be seen. 

 

Hawkeye: This s a more intimate series than WandaVision or Loki, and 

much narrower in scope.  But it is no less entertaining and well executed.  

Jeremy Renner reprises his role as the highly-skilled archer and Avenger, 

Clint Barton, aka Hawkeye, who is just trying to get home to his wife (Linda Cardellini) and kids for 

Christmas.  These plans are complicated by those seeking revenge for events that occurred during 

Avengers: Endgame in 2019.   

 

For those unfamiliar with these Marvel characters, during the Blip, when Hawkeye’s family 

disappeared for five years, a depressed and fatalistic Hawkeye took on the identity of Ronin, a masked 

vigilante who went on a rampage, brutally killed gangsters and thugs.  Members of one such gang, 

called the Tracksuit Mafia are now seeking him out to get revenge.  Maya Lopez (Alaqua Cox), the 

deaf Native American commander of the Tracksuit Mafia is the daughter of a mobster killed by Ronin.  

She is known to Marvel comics fans as Echo a skilled martial artist, first introduced in the pages of 

Daredevil in 1999.  They all report to a mysterious figure referred to only as “the big guy,” whose 

identity is revealed in the sixth and final episode.  He is a well-known character to Marvel fans.   

 

Also hunting down and planning to kill Hawkeye, is Yelena Belova (Florence Pugh), a Russian Black 

Widow spy, assassin, and sister to Natasha Romanoff.  Natasha, the Black Widow from the Avengers, 

sacrificed herself to save Hawkeye (and half the universe) from Thanos in Avengers: Endgame.  

Yelena blames Hawkeye for her death.  Her character appeared with Scarlett Johansson in the Black 

Widow movie.  Yelena will likely have a bigger role in the Marvel universe going forward. 

 

Assisting Hawkeye is Kate Bishop (Hailee Steinfeld), a 22-year-old expert archer and hero wannabe, 

who has idolized Clint Barton since she saw him help save New York City with the Avengers.  Their 
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relationship forms the foundation of the show, and provides an element missing from other Marvel 

series.  At first, he finds her to be a nuisance, but eventually comes to consider her his partner.  The 

leader of the Tracksuit Mafia has some kind of hold on Kate Bishop’s mom (Vera Farmiga).  The Kate 

Bishop character was first introduced in 2005 in the Marvel comic, Young Avengers #1. 

 

There are a few basic things that make Hawkeye different from the more cosmic, magical, and world-

saving superhero series. When he’s not with the Avengers, Hawkeye is more akin to the street-level 

Netflix Marvel heroes, such as Daredevil and Jessica Jones.  There’s more investigating than hard 

action, but when Clint or Kate do draw their bows and fight the bad guys, it’s exciting and cinematic.  

Hailee Steinfeld is perfect in the role of the thrill-seeking novice, and her interaction and casual banter 

with Jeremy Renner and Florence Pugh are highlights of the series. 

 

As with the other Disney+ Marvel series, this was designed as a limited series, so no second season 

was planned (which doesn’t mean there won’t be one).  Disney+ is reportedly developing a series 

featuring the Echo character. 

 

Schmigadoon! (Apple TV+ 2021- ):  Keegan-Michael Kay and 

Cecil Strong are Josh and Melissa, two New York City doctors, who 

embark on a backpacking trip to reinvigorate their relationship.  They 

cross over a bridge and find themselves in a magical town, trapped 

in a 1940s musical, which they apparently can’t leave until they find true love.  The title is inspired by 

Brigadoon, but there are also homages to Oklahoma, The Music Man, Carousel, The King and I, and 

The Sound of Music (and I’m sure a few others I’m missing).   

 

This musical parody, directed by Barry Sonnenfeld, is an unexpected joy.  It both mocks and 

celebrates classic musicals.  While Josh and Melissa try to figure out what’s going on, everyone they 

meet is dressed as if in an old-time musical, and breaks out into song with a chorus of singers and 
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dancers accompanying them.  They initially think they’ve stumbled upon some sort of Colonial 

Williamsburg tourist town filled with performers pretending to be in a musical production.  But they 

soon realize that the townspeople are not actors at all, but real citizens of this magical town, where 

virtually every situation is expressed with musical numbers.   

 

While Melissa is into musicals, and is happy to realize that when she is pulled into one of the musical 

numbers she suddenly knows the songs, Josh is not a fan of musicals and resists bursting into song 

(until he doesn’t).  As Josh and Melissa navigate this strange world, they constantly meet and interact 

with the types of town folk who will be instantly recognizable to any fan of classic musicals. 

 

An all-star ensemble cast, all of whom seem to be having the time of their lives, comprise the citizens 

of Schmigadoon.  Like the songs, they are parodies of characters typically found in classic musicals.  

Many of them have their own Broadway musical credits on their resumes.  They include: 

 

Kristen Chenowith as Mildred Layton, the town’s prim and proper bastion of morality, and Fred 

Armisen as Reverend Howard Layton, her long-suffering husband.  

 

Alan Cumming as the closeted mayor (named Aloysius Menlove), and Anna Harada as Florence 

Menlove his loving but sexually frustrated wife. 

 

Dove Cameron as Betsy McDonough, a waitress and one of Farmer McDonough’s seven daughters. 

 

Jamie Camil as Doc Jorge Lopez, and attractive but judgmental doctor who is set in his ways, and 

Jane Krakowski as Countess Gabrielle Von Blerkham, Doc Lopez’s rich and elegant fiancée.  

 

Aaron Tveit as Danny Bailey, the town’s carnival barker. 

 

Ariana DeBose as Emma Tate, Schmigadoon’s schoolmarm, and Liam Quiring-Nkindi as Carson, a 

boy with a lisp who announces scene changes – Emma claims he is her kid brother, but he is really 

her son. 
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The first season was originally planned to be eight episodes, but Apple cut the order to six.  They did 

complete this particular story, but that doesn’t mean there can’t be more to come.  No word yet on 

whether there will be a second season. 

 

Yellowjackets (Showtime 2021- ):  In 1996 a plane carrying a 

New Jersey high-school girls soccer team to a tournament in Seattle 

crashes in the Canadian wilderness.  Short on food and supplies, 

and giving up hope of being found, they descend into madness, 

warring factions, and cannibalism.  Those who survive are rescued 19 months later.  This mystery-

horror-thriller chronicles what they went through during the months they were stranded on their own, 

as well as jumping 25 years later to explore the current lives of four who made it back home.  In 2021 

they’re living separate lives until something happens that threatens to expose what occurred in the 

wilderness all those years ago, events they have fiercely guarded from the general public. 

 

The show grabs you from the get go.  We see not only the plane crash in graphic detail, but also a 

disturbing scene indicating what these girls become after they’d been on their own for months 

struggling to survive (think Lord of the Flies).  We then gradually (perhaps too gradually) see how they 

got to that point and how the survivors are dealing with what happened many years later.  Since we 

see snippets in the pilot of what eventually takes place, the slow build over several episodes has a 

real horror-movie feel.  We’re waiting for things to turn bad, but we have no idea when they will or 

what precipitates it. 

 

One of the best ensemble casts of the year, both the adults and their teen versions, give extraordinary 

performances, as the tension slowly mounts in both timelines.  The younger actors actually have the 

more difficult job – making us believe that they could grow into these traumatized adults.  Without 

exception, they do so brilliantly.  The adult actors are all well-known stars who melt into their roles.   
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Juliette Lewis and Sophie Thatcher are the adult and teenage versions of Natalie.  In high school, 

Natalie was anti-social, did drugs, and was labeled a “burnout.”  As an adult, she’s been in and out of 

rehab, doesn’t care what people think of her, and has a simmering rage (that often bubbles over).  

 

Melanie Lynskey and Sophie Nelisse play both versions of Shauna, in the most layered performances.  

In high-school, she was best friends with the team captain, although she slept with her boyfriend, Jeff 

(and got pregnant).  She always felt she was not as attractive as her teammates, and felt like 

something of an outsider.  She was a straight-A student and was accepted to Brown University.  As 

an adult, she’s married to Jeff and is a dissatisfied stay-at-home mom with a reckless teenage 

daughter who does not respect her.  She has a more intense, darker side that she keeps under the 

surface of her suburban homemaker facade. 

 

Tawny Cypress and Jasmin Savoy Brown portray the two versions of Taissa.  In high-school, she was 

an overachiever, focused on winning at all costs – even tackling and breaking the leg of a teammate 

she thought wasn’t good enough to compete for the championship.  As an adult, she’s running for the 

New Jersey state senate, while trying to maintain a troubled same-sex marriage and raise a young 

son.  She is the most visibly haunted by the events of 25 years ago. 

 

An unrecognizable Christina Ricci and Sammi Hanratty are the adult and teen versions of Misty.  In 

high school, she was the team equipment manager, was often bullied, and was thought of as a weird 

outcast.  But in the wilderness, her medical knowledge and some survival skills, turn her into a leader 

– although her psychotic tendencies are starting to be noticeable.  As an adult, she’s a manipulative 

and sadistic hospice care facility nurse. 

 

Ella Purcell is Jackie, the Yellowjackets team captain.  In high school, she was best friends with 

Shauna, unaware that Shauna slept with her boyfriend.  She is self-centered, and in pursuing what 

she considers to be her perfect life, often leaves others in the lurch.  While she’s adept at navigating 

the social constructs of high-school life, she is not prepared for the new social dynamics in the wild 
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that prioritize actual skills and gaining the respect of others.  That we don’t see her as an adult should 

tell you something. 

 

Warren Cole and Jack Depew are the adult and teenage versions of Jeff.  In high school he dated 

Jackie and cheated on her with Shauna.  As an adult, he’s married to Shauna.  She suspects he is 

cheating on her (she already cheated on him).   

 

Steven Krueger is Ben, the assistant coach of the Yellowjackets, and the only adult to survive the 

crash. 

 

I haven’t yet seen the final two episodes.  The slow burn does need a payoff to elevate Yellowjackets 

to where I think it belongs (and prevent it from being another failed Lost clone).  It’s been renewed for 

a second season. 

 

Yellowstone, 1883 (Paramount Network 2018-)/(Paramount+ 

2021- ): There’s a reason Yellowstone is the highest rated scripted 

series on television.  It’s good and fun and entertaining.  It harkens 

back to and modernizes two of the most popular TV genres from 

years past – westerns and sprawling soap operas about powerful, yet dysfunctional families.  And it 

brings the star power of Kevin Costner as John Dutton, a sixth-generation homesteader in Montana, 

who owns the largest contiguous ranch in the U.S.   

 

I’m including 1883 in this entry because it’s a prequel to Yellowstone (they call it an “origin story”) and  

I’ve only seen the first four episodes – but I can already see it’s a remarkable achievement in its own 

right.  If you are familiar with the Kevin Costner series it might make this one more interesting in some 

regard, but it is by no means necessary.  It tells the story of the Dutton family’s arduous journey from 

post-civil war poverty in Tennessee and Texas, to seek a better future north and west.  The premiere, 

which aired on the Paramount Network, drew a record 4.9 million viewers, making it the highest rated 
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cable series premiere since Better Call Saul in 2015 (when you add in simulcasts and encores, it 

garnered 6.9 million total viewers).   

 

Yellowstone: As with many shows in the genre, the Dutton family is filled 

with unlikeable characters, who may not all be bad people, but who all do 

bad things to protect their land, their wealth, and their family.  And as with 

many families at the heart of this type of show, we wind up rooting for them because they are 

constantly going up against even badder characters, whose motivations are not to preserve and 

protect their family, but simply greed and obtaining power.  And while often feuding among 

themselves, the family usually comes together when threatened by outside forces. 

 

The Dutton’s are in constant conflict with corrupt politicians and land developers, as well as a Native 

American reservation on its border.  New bad guys attempting to take over their land emerge each 

season as the family comes together to fight them off – and the battles become increasingly more 

dangerous (and deadly). 

 

In addition to Kevin Costner, the excellent cast of main players includes: 

 

Kayce Dutton (Luke Grimes), John Dutton’s youngest son, who is a former Navy SEAL.  He initially 

lives on the local Native American reservation with his Native American wife (Kelsey Asbille) and their 

young son (Brecken Merrill).  They eventually move into the Dutton Yellowstone ranch.  He and his 

wife are often the moral center of the show, but he (and she) can be brutally ruthless and deadly when 

his family is in danger.  But at least they usually feels bad when forced to kill. 

 

Bathany Duttom (Kelly Reilly) is a financier and John Dutton’s only daughter.  She is a highly 

intelligent, fearless, and a savvy businesswoman.  But she is also bitter and emotionally unstable.  

She is fiercely loyal to her father and will do whatever it takes to protect him and the ranch.  She 

despises her brother Jamie, whom she feels betrayed her several years ago. 
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Rip Wheeler (Cole Hauser) is the ranch foreman as well as John Dutton’s right-hand man and 

enforcer.  He is like a son to John Dutton, who took him in when he was a young runaway who killed 

his abusive father.  He has no qualms about dealing harshly with those who threaten the family or 

break the rules of the ranch.  He and Bethany Dutton are in love. 

 

Jamie Dutton (Wes Bentley) is an attorney and aspiring politician, who eventually becomes attorney 

general.  Although loyal to his family, he is frustrated by their constantly belittling and not trusting him.  

He has an intense love/hate (mostly hate) relationship with his sister Bethany based on something 

that happened years ago.  In season 3, he discovers that he was adopted by the Duttons after his 

biological father (Will Patton) murdered his junkie mother and went to prison.  His “father” was also 

behind the season 3 plot to kill all the other Duttons so that Jamie would inherit everything. 

 

Chief Thomas Rainwater (Gil Birmingham) is the nearby Native American tribal chief.  He is a smart 

and clever businessman who seeks to reclaim the Yellowstone ranch, land he considers stolen from 

the Native Americans who originally inhabited it.  He forms an uneasy alliance with John Dutton to 

fend off dangerous and violent forces that threaten both of their interests. 

 

The show has been renewed for a fifth season. 

 

1883:  Country music icons and real-life couple Tim McGraw and Faith Hill 

star as James and Margaret Dutton, great grandparents of Yellowstone’s 

patriarch, John Dutton.  James was a captain in the Confederate army, who 

spent three years in a Union prison.  Isabel May is Elsa Dutton, their fierce eldest daughter, who also 

serves as voiceover narrator for much of the story.  Audie Rick is their 5-year-old son, John (who 

eventually becomes grandfather to Yellowstone’s John Dutton).  They join up with Civil-War veterans, 

Shea Brennan (Sam Elliot) and Thomas Hill (LaMonica Garrett), who are leading a wagon train of 

German immigrants through the Great Plains to Oregon. 
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The series does not shy away from showing many of the ways travelers can die along the trail as they 

journey through rough terrain strewn with poisonous snakes and other dangers, including oppressive 

heat, smallpox, and bandits.  Nor does it shrink from showing often brutal and unfair “frontier justice.” 

 

The pilot opens with a brutal (and stereotypically generic) Native -American attack on a wagon-train 

convoy, that could come right out of any 1950s or 60s western.  What appears to be the lone surviving 

blonde woman (our narrator) grabs a gun and confronts a warrior on horseback.  He tells her he plans 

to sell her and she kills him just as he shoots an arrow into her side (as her voice-over compares the 

Great Plains to hell).  It seems as though she might die, but we’re not quite sure as we wait for the 

narrative to catch up to this event. 

 

There are certainly a number of things people can take issue with here.  No matter how well done, 

expensive to produce, and epic in scope, it is still another story about American colonialism and 

Manifest Destiny told from the white settlers’ point of view, with the hero being a former Confederate 

officer.  And in an era where Jim Crow laws were just starting to be instituted, no one seems to mind 

(or even comment on) a Black man being one of those leading the wagon train in an undisputed 

position of authority. 

 

But the acting is first-rate, the production is cinematic, the story is compelling, and the voiceover 

narrative seamlessly shifts from poetic to dire and back again at the drop of a hat. 

 

Here are the main players: 

 

Shea Brennan (Sam Elliott) is a former captain of a Union “Buffalo Soldier” regiment during the Civil 

War, who now works for the Pinkerton Agency.  He is leading the expedition west over the Oregon 
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trail while still grieving his wife and daughter who recently died of smallpox.  Elliott’s naturally 

weathered demeanor lends an authenticity and gravitas that he brings to virtually every role. 

 

James Dutton (Tim McGraw) is John Dutton’s great grandfather.  A former captain in the Confederate 

army, he was wounded in battle and spent three years in a Union prisoner-of-war camp.  He decides 

to join Brennan’s caravan when he realizes it will be too difficult for him to protect his family on their 

dangerous journey without help. 

 

Elsa Dutton (Isabel May) is James and Margaret Dutton’s 17-year-old daughter.  The expedition 

begins on her birthday – it’s been 18 years since the end of the Civil War.  She is undisciplined and 

innocent, and looks forward to the expedition as a great adventure.  While gentle and ladylike on the 

outside, her father has trained her to be expert at riding horses and using firearms.  She can also be 

a fierce fighter when necessary.  The hardships and bad people she meets on the trail slowly chip 

away at her romanticized notions of the west.  In episode 3 she says, “I told myself when I meet God 

it will be the first thing I ask him.  Why make a world of such wonder and fill it with monsters?...then I 

realized, he didn’t make it for us.”  Much of the story is told by her voiceover narration. 

 

Margaret Dutton (Faith Hill) is John Dutton’s great grandmother and James Dutton’s wife.  There’s 

more to her than meets the eye.  Elsa never thought of her as anything other than a mom with no 

particular skills until she sees her take charge of cowboys when they need help rounding up 

longhorns.  When Elsa tries to show her how to saddle a horse, Margaret snaps, “Girl, I’ve forgotten 

more about horses than you’ll ever know.”  Then Elsa realizes this is where she got her own passion 

from as she remarks, “I watched her ride and I didn’t see my mother.  I saw a woman, and the woman 

was magnificent.” 

 

Thomas (LaMonica Garret) is a Pinkerton agent and former sergeant in Shea Brennan’s “Buffalo 

Soldier” regiment.  He helps Brennan guide the group on their journey. 

 

John Dutton (Audie Rick) is Yellowstone’s John Dutton’s grandfather as a 5-year-old boy. 
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Ennis (Eric Nelsen) is a young cowboy who agrees to help escort the settlers.  He and Elsa start 

courting. 

 

Billy Bob Thornton and Tom Hanks have early cameos. 

 

There is reportedly a second season in the works that will likely focus on the Dutton family through 

the years, rather than continue the wagon train saga. 

 

Honorable Mentions: Several other series easily could have replaced one or two on my list.  Here 

are just some of my favorites. 

 

Big Sky (ABC 2020- ): Crime drama thriller created by David E. Kelley.  An ex-

cop (Katheryn Winnick0 and a private detective (Kylie Bunbury) team up to 

solve a series of crimes in a small town and its surrounding area in Montana.  

Brain Geraghty plays a long-haul trucker involved in several unsolved 

kidnappings until he himself is kidnapped in season 2.  Two seasons available on Hulu.  No word yet 

on whether there will be a third. 

 

The Chair (Netflix 2021- ): Comedy-drama with the fabulous Sandra Oh as 

Professor Ji-Yoon Kim, the newly appointed first female (and first person of 

color) chair of the English department at the fictional northeastern Pembroke 

University, a “lower-tier” Ivy, whose faculty is 87% white.  The supporting cast, particularly Holland 

Taylor and Bob Balaban, are top notch.  Only six half-hour episodes – perfect for bingeing.  I haven’t 

heard anything yet about a potential second season.  
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Girls5eva (Peacock 2021- ): A one-hit wonder girl group from the 1990s 

reunites and tries to make a comeback after a young rapper samples their 

song and re-popularizes it.  Sara Bareilles, Renee Elise Goldberry, Busy 

Philipps, and Paula Pell bring the aging pop stars to life.  Tina Fey is one of the executive producers, 

and you can tell.  One of the best new comedies in years.  It’s been renewed for season 2. 

 

Invincible (Prime Video 2021- ):  This adult animated superhero series (and I 

do mean adult) based on the Image Comics series of the same name, 

combines the young-adult angst of some of the CW superhero series, with 

the brutal violence and gore of The Boys (also on Prime Video).  Steven 

Yuen is the voice of 17-year-old Mark Grayson, whose father a Superman-

type all powerful hero known as Omni Man (J.K. Simmons), who is married to a normal human, Debbie 

Grayson (Sandra Oh).  When Mark starts to develop powers of his own, he takes the name, Invincible, 

as he struggles between his superhero duties and his personal life.   

 

In the central plotline, several members of a Justice-League-type group of heroes known as the 

Guardians are brutally (and graphically murdered).  Mark starts to realize his father’s legacy is not at 

all what he thought it was, and he might be a dangerous monster who wants to weaken the earth for 

a potential alien takeover.  Is earth’s greatest hero really its greatest villain?  Or is something else 

going on?  You have eight episodes to find out.  If you like superheroes, and can take the sudden and 

stunning violence, this is a rare gem worth watching.   Other recurring characters are voiced by Gillian 

Jacobs, Walter Goggins, Zachary Quinto, Ross Marquand, Jason Mantzoukas, Malese Jow, Grey 

Griffin, Kevin Michael Richardson, Zazie Beetz, and Khary Payton.  No word yet on a second season, 

but it seems likely. 
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Only Murders in the Building (Hulu 2021- ): An inspired bit of casting has 

Selena Gomez join comedy icons, Steve Martin and Martin Short.  They are 

three strangers obsessed with a true crime podcast, who live in the same 

upscale Upper West Side co-op apartment building in New York City – who meet by chance in the 

building’s elevator.   When they find out there was a death in the building, which the police quickly 

label a suicide, our true-crime super-fans suspect foul play and decide to conduct their own 

investigation and start their own podcast.  Both comedy and tragedy ensue.  Nathan Lane and Amy 

Ryan also star.   Tina Fey and Sting have strong cameos.  It’s been renewed for another season. 

 

We Are Lady Parts (Peacock 2021- ): A British punk-rock band made up 

entirely of Muslim women?  Yes, please.  Friendships, relationships, cultural 

differences, and disapproving family are all part of the mix in this fresh 

comedy, starring Anjana Vasan as Amina, a microbiology PhD student who becomes the new lead 

guitarist of Lady Parts.  Sarah Kameela Impey, Juliette Motamed, and Faith Omole round out the 

band.  Lucie Shorthouse plays the group’s ruthless manager.  Representation is important not only 

so those who are not often seen on TV can see characters who look like them, but also so others can 

see characters who don’t look at all like themselves as regular people.  Especially when it’s done this 

well.  It has been renewed for another season. 

 

 

 

 


