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Why the Disney+ Marvel Series are So Good (even when they’re not) 
By Steve Sternberg 

 

Television series set in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) are based on characters appearing in 

Marvel comics who have a shared reality with the theatrical film franchises.  Marvel Studios started 

grouping its movies into “phases” and has released 23 films between 2008 and 2019. 

 

Phase One introduced the big four Marvel characters, Iron Man, Captain America, Thor, and The 

Hulk, along with Black Widow and Hawkeye, who would become the founding members of the 

Avengers.  It also introduced Nick Fury, head of the global security agency, S.H.I.E.L.D., who brings 

them all together.    These films included, Iron Man (2008), The Incredible Hulk (2008), Iron Man 2 

(2010), Thor (2011), Captain America: The First Avenger (2011), and The Avengers (2012).  Although 

Black Widow appeared in Iron Man 2 and every Avengers movie, she wouldn’t get her own theatrical 

film until July, 2021.  Hawkeye would have to wait for Disney+. 

 

Phase Two expanded some of the main characters’ backstories, and introduced more key players, 

most notably, the Falcon, the Winter Soldier, Wanda Maximoff (the Scarlett Witch), Vision, Ant-Man, 

and the Guardians of the Galaxy.  These films included, Iron Man 3 (2013), Thor: The Dark World 

https://www.emazzanti.net/services/security-and-privacy/?utm_source=mediapost&utm_medium=pdfad&utm_campaign=cybersecurity


 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
_____ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
The Sternberg Report ©2021 

 

 

2 

(2013), Captain America: Winter Soldier (2014), Guardians of the Galaxy (2014), Avengers: Age of 

Ultron (2015), and Ant Man (2015). 

 

Phase Three concluded the Avengers saga, and introduced more heroes, including the new Spider-

Man, the Black Panther, Doctor Strange, the Wasp, and Captain Marvel.  These films included, 

Captain America: Civil War (2016), Doctor Strange (2016), Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 ((2017), 

Spider-Man: Homecoming (2017), Thor: Ragnarok (2017), Black Panther (2018), Avengers: Infinity 

War (2018), Ant-Man and the Wasp (2018), Captain Marvel (2019), Avengers: Endgame (2019), and 

Spider-Man: Far From Home (2019). 

 

Phase Four will introduce more individual heroes and teams.  The upcoming films include, Black 

Widow (2021), Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings (2021), Eternals (2021), Spider-Man: No 

Way Home (2021), Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness (2022), Thor: Love and Thunder 

(2022), Black Panther: Wakanda Forever (2022), The Marvels (2022), Ant-Man and the Wasp: 

Quantumania (2023), and Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 (2023).  There are also rumors of a new 

Fantastic Four movie.   

 

Phase Four also includes a dozen series events on the Disney+ streaming service, the first three of 

which I am reviewing here. 
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One reason television series based on movies seldom work is because the stars from the theatrical 

movie don’t ordinarily reprise their roles for the TV version.  So viewers are often disappointed when 

the new actors don’t measure up to the originals.  Featuring secondary characters from the movies, 

portrayed by the same actors, in its first three Disney+ series is a smart move by Marvel.   

 

While Wanda, Vision, the Falcon, the Winter Soldier, and Loki have been key players in major Marvel 

films, they have only had marginal character development.  The same is true for the upcoming series 

Hawkeye (Jeremy Renner) and Armor Wars (with Don Cheadle reprising his role as War Machine).  

So the showrunners and actors have largely blank canvases to work on with characters who still have 

some familiarity to the millions of potential viewers who have seen the Marvel movies (or read the 

comic books).  They couldn’t do TV shows like these with Captain America, Iron Man, Thor, the Hulk, 

or Spider-Man, whose backstories and personalities were more fully fleshed out in the movies. 

 

Here are my reviews of the first three Disney+ Marvel series, which contain spoilers. 

  

WandaVision: High concept and brilliantly 

conceived are not typically phrases you see associated 

with the same show.  But they both fit here.  For those 

unfamiliar with the Marvel universe, Wanda Maximoff, 

aka The Scarlet Witch (Elizabeth Olsen), and Vision 

(Paul Bettany) are both members of The Avengers.  

She has magical powers (telekinesis, telepathy, energy manipulation, can create force fields) and is 

one of the most powerful of all Marvel heroes.  He is an android with superhuman strength, speed, 

and analytical capabilities, as well as the ability to change his density and phase through objects.   

 



 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
_____ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
The Sternberg Report ©2021 

 

 

4 

For those who are well versed in all things Marvel, from the comic books to the movies (as I am), this 

delightfully strange series is probably a totally different (and more comprehensible) viewing 

experience than for those who came in having no familiarity with, or only marginal awareness of, the 

characters based on the Avengers movies.   

 

But even neophytes could probably tell pretty quickly that something is amiss in the fictional town of 

Westview, New Jersey, home to the seemingly happily married Wanda and Vision. 

 

The series opens with our heroes living in simulated suburbia parodies of classic TV sitcoms from the 

1950s through the early 2000s.  These include homages to I Love Lucy, Bewitched, The Dick Van 

Dyke Show, I Dream of Jeannie, The Brady Bunch, Family Ties, Full House, Malcolm in the Middle, 

and Modern Family (with nods to The Twilight Zone sprinkled in).  The comedy situations shift from 

scene to scene, going from black & white to color, switching theme music, as well as clothes and 

hairstyles of the times, and coming complete with an assortment of sitcom-type neighbors.   

 

Wanda and Vision gradually start to realize something isn’t right when they can’t seem to remember 

basic details of their new life.  Is Wanda actually aware of what’s going on?  Are any of her 

“neighbors”?  Why does Vision keep shifting from human to android and back again?   

 

To give some context here, Wanda has been grief stricken for a while leading up to this series – not 

only was her twin brother, Pietro killed by the forces of Ultron in Avengers: Age of Ultron, but her love 

interest, Vision, was destroyed by Thanos in Avengers: Infinity War.  Did Wanda create her own 

alternate reality bubble, complete with a resurrected Vision, two kids of their own, and a town full of 

ordinary citizens?  Or is there something more nefarious afoot?  Is she trapped in this universe along 

with everyone else?  And who is her ubiquitous neighbor, Agnes (the wonderful Kathryn Hahn), who 

seems to know more than she’s letting on. 
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The boldness of the first three episodes lies in the fact that they chose not to explain anything about 

Wanda and Vision, what their powers are, or how they came here following the events in Avengers: 

Endgame.  Marvel fans and newcomers alike start out not having any idea what is actually happening, 

much less where it might be going.  The mystery is unveiled in bits and pieces over the show’s nine 

installments, starting with the brilliant episodes 4 and 5, which finally start to tie things back to the 

Marvel Cinematic Universe at large. 

 

Kat Dennings as astrophysicist Darcy Lewis, formerly an intern for Jane Foster in Thor: The Dark 

World, and Randall Park as FBI agent Jimmy Woo (last seen in Ant-Man and the Wasp), are both 

excellent, expanding on their movie roles and trying to figure out what’s going on.  Their presence 

outside of Westview, starting in episode 4, gives viewers some assurance that this is indeed all about 

to be explained.   

 

Teyonah Parris is also excellent as Monica Rambeau, first introduced as a child in the Captain Marvel 

movie (her mom was a friend and colleague of Carol Danvers/Captain Marvel).  Monica helped start 

the secret government organization, S.W.O.R.D. (the Sentient Weapon Observation Response 

Division), before disappearing for five years during the Blip (which I explain in my review of Falcon 

and the Winter Soldier).  She has powers of her own that are only hinted at here.  In the comic books, 

she is initially known as a new Captain Marvel, but undergoes several name changes – to Photon, 

Pulsar, and Spectrum.  Look for her to appear in the upcoming film, The Marvels, in 2022. 

 

There were a few aspects of WandaVision that probably annoyed some long-time Marvel fans – clues 

indicating something exciting was going to happen ended up being nothing, and  expected tie-ins to 

the X-Men and Fantastic Four (both of which were previously properties owned by Fox, and now 

available to Disney) never materialized.   
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When Evan Peters, who had played Pietro (Quicksilver) in the X-Men movies (a role played by Aaron 

Tayor-Johnson in Avengers: Age of Ultron), showed up as Wanda’s late brother, the excitement about 

the possible collision of Fox’s X-Men universe with the MCU was palpable among Marvel nerds like 

me.  It was disappointing to discover that he was just a random guy trapped in this alternate reality 

along with everyone else.  To those unfamiliar with the X-Men movies, this probably seemed like just 

another sitcom device.  There were also none of the cameos that fans anticipated and some of the 

stars had teased, although episode 7 has a big reveal that online chatter had speculated about for 

weeks.  This was something with which Marvel comics fans might be familiar, but not those who 

entered the Marvel universe through the theatrical movies.   

 

In the comic books and the previous X-Men movies, Wanda and Pietro are the offspring of the 

powerful mutant villain, Magneto.  When 20th Century Fox owned the rights to the X-Men, Disney 

series and movies were not allowed to use the term “mutants” (while Fox was not allowed to mention 

the Avengers), so the origins of how the siblings received their powers had to be changed for the 

Avengers movies.  It seems to have changed here, again, but not how many fans were expecting.   

 

All of the quirkiness and weirdness of the series culminates in an action-packed finale, worthy of the 

Marvel Cinematic Universe, with Wanda’s powers on full display as she battles the powerful witch, 

Agatha Harkness.  At the same time, Wanda’s Vision engages in a heated battle with a reconstructed 

and emotionless version of himself.   

 

This is the first streaming series where I felt it was better suited to once-a-week viewing than having 

all the episodes drop at once.  The reveals would have much less impact if I had binged the entire 

series in one or two sittings (which I suppose lots of folks who are just now getting Disney+ are doing). 

I would recommend watching two or three episodes at a time.   
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It would have been a good idea to have an after-show, similar to Talking Dead, where some of the 

characters’ backgrounds, as well as various aspects of what’s going on, could be more fully explored 

and explained to viewers.   

 

WandaVision was designed as a one-off miniseries transitioning the Avengers: Endgame to the 

upcoming Doctor Strange In the Multiverse of Madness, so another season doesn’t seem to be in the 

cards.  It is unlike anything else from Marvel, is a worthy experiment, and is well worth your time. 

     

The Falcon and the Winter Soldier: Sam Wilson 

(Anthony Mackie) and Bucky Barnes (Sebastian Stan), 

better known as the Falcon and the Winter Soldier, 

team up in this six-episode series that finds them in the 

shadow of the departed Captain America – Sam’s 

mentor and Bucky’s former partner/foe/ally. 

 

The series opens a few months after the events in Avengers: Endgame, with each of our heroes 

separately trying to adjust to life in a post-Blip world.  For those who don’t recall (or never knew), the 

“Blip” occurred when Thanos acquired the Infinity Stones, giving him the power to snap his fingers 

and cause half of all life in the universe to disappear.  Thanks to the heroics of the surviving Avengers, 

they were brought back – but not until five years had passed, during which time much of the world 

was thrown into chaos.   

 

At the end of Avengers: Endgame, Steve Rogers (Captain America) gave his shield to Sam with the 

idea that he would continue his legacy.  As The Falcon and the Winter Soldier gets underway, Sam 

turns down this opportunity, not sure he is the right person to put on the Captain America suit and 

shield.  As a Black man, he feels uncomfortable with carrying the emblem of a country still steeped in 

institutional and systemic racism. 
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In the first episode, we quickly discover that being a superhero is not the best way to financial 

independence, particularly the show implies, if you are Black and trying to get a loan from the bank.   

Sam tries to help his single-mom sister with their struggling fishing business in Louisiana, but the bank 

turns them down.  Although given that Sam has been apparently operating as a contractor for the 

U.S. military, I would think he was being paid quite well (one of the many logical flaws in the series).  

More racial bias rears its ugly head in episode 2, when Sam and Bucky are stopped by two local white 

cops because Sam “looks suspicious” while simply walking down the street.  It’s not until one of the 

cops recognizes Sam is the Falcon that they let him go.    

 

It initially seemed that racial inequity was going to be an ongoing theme here, but they quickly moved 

on from each incident, almost as if the producers want us to think they are socially conscious without 

having to actually dig too deeply into anything.  

 

While Sam is undergoing his own problems, Bucky is seeing a S.H.I.E.L.D. mandated therapist, as 

he struggles with his guilt over all the people he’s killed since the 1940s as a brainwashed assassin 

under the control of the evil global organization known as Hydra.   

 

Sam and Bucky don’t cross paths until the second episode.  By then we know that Sam has turned 

Captain America’s shield over to the government, expecting it to be displayed in a museum.  Instead, 

they give it to a decorated soldier, John Walker (Wyatt Russell), who they introduce to the world as 

the “new Captain America,” along with his sidekick, Lamar Hoskins/Battlestar (Cle Bennett).  This, of 

course, infuriates Sam and even more so, Bucky, who is angry that Sam didn’t accept the shield in 

the first place – as Steve Rogers had wanted.  The John Walker character is part of the comic-book 

canon.  Unlike Steve Rogers, John Walker did not receive enhanced abilities from being injected with 

the Super Soldier Serum, but rather is highly trained special forces operative.  At first he seems like 
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a decent enough guy, but when he warns Sam and Bucky to stay out of his way if they’re not going 

to help him, you know that won’t last.   

 

The main adversaries are terrorists/freedom fighters known as the Flag Smashers, who believe things 

were better during the Blip, and want things to revert back to the chaos that existed during that five-

year period when half the population on earth had disappeared.   

 

While people coming back to life after the Blip has been referenced in different contexts in Avengers 

Endgame (relief), Spider-Man: Far From Home (celebration), and WandaVision (tragedy), this is the 

first time we see what type of humanitarian crisis there would be if half the population on earth 

suddenly disappeared and then just as suddenly reappeared five years later.  Many of the rules 

regarding how people lived had changed – including the end of borders (as countries desperately 

needed new workers).  Now, governments are demanding that everything go back to the way they 

were before, and are rounding up these undocumented immigrants and putting them in “camps” as 

they await being sent back to their original countries.   

 

The Flag Smashers are enhanced super-soldiers, who were given the Super Soldier Serum by a 

mysterious figure known as the Power Broker.  They are led by a woman named Karli Morgenthau 

(Erin Kellyman), who comes across as noble, but misguided.  She believes that violence, even if it 

means killing innocent people, is justified if it serves her idea of the greater good.    

 

Bucky brings Sam to one person that might know something about the Flag Smashers’ origins.  This 

is when we meet Isaiah Bradley (Carl Lumbly), a character who appeared in a controversial 2003 

Marvel comic limited series. titled, Truth: Red, White, and Black.  After World War II (and after Steve 

Rogers disappeared and was presumed dead), the U.S. tried to re-create the super soldier formula 

that had given the original Captain America his abilities.  They experimented on 300 Black American 

soldiers, most of whom died as a result (a direct reference to the real-world Tuskegee experiments 
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the U.S. government performed on unsuspecting Black men to study the effect syphilis has on the 

human body).   

 

Isaiah Bradley, one of only a handful of survivor’s, became the new Captain America, fighting bad 

guys (including a still brainwashed Bucky Barnes) during the Korean War.  Rather than being hailed 

as a hero, Bradley’s existence was hidden from the public and he was later imprisoned for 30 years, 

where the government conducted more experiments on him.  Sam is stunned and angry that the 

second Captain America was a Black man, forgotten by history.  Bucky informs Sam that Steve 

Rogers never knew about any of this.  Isaiah Bradley refuses to help Bucky, only knowing him from 

the days when he was still under Hydra’s control, and not wanting to help the government that had 

abused him for so many years.  Let’s hope this is going to be revisited in the next Captain America 

movie (or another Disney+ series).  Otherwise, it’s a missed opportunity to delve into a topic that you 

sense they want to explore, but seem worried about doing anything more than tiptoeing around.   

 

The ongoing banter between Sam and Bucky, designed as comic relief, generally falls flat, as the two 

leads are so intensely serious and sullen in virtually every scene.  There’s also a missed opportunity 

with Sam and Bucky’s relationship.  Bucky, having come of age in the 1940s, should have certain 

ideas about race, but is presented instead as just a naïve white guy who is just now discovering that 

racial inequity is a thing and is not good.  Would someone like him, who grew up in a largely 

segregated world, feel so comfortable with a Black colleague, much less a trusted friend?  And if so, 

why?  This is certainly something worth exploring. 

 

To help track down the Flag Smashers, Sam and Bucky go to Germany to free the imprisoned Baron 

Zemo (Daniel Bruhl), who was last seen in Captain America: Civil War.  Emily VanCamp reprises her 

role as former S.H.I.E.L.D. and C.I.A. operative, Sharon Carter, who has been on the run since she 

helped Steve Rogers, Sam, and Bucky in that same movie.  She has become a much darker figure 
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here, a result of having to survive all these years on her own, living in secret and constantly dealing 

with hardened criminals. 

 

John Walker is becoming increasingly frustrated as he pursues the Flag Smashers, particularly when 

his partner, Battlestar, is killed while fighting them.  He gradually becomes more aggressive as he 

shifts away from the ideals and moral compass adhered to by his predecessor.  He apparently will 

stop at nothing to achieve his vengeful version of justice.  When he is beaten in battle and starts to 

realize he is just a pale imitation of the original Captain America, he manages to get the last dose of 

the Super Soldier Serum and takes it himself.  After he  brutally kills a member of the Flag Smashers 

with his shield (the video quickly goes viral), the government strips him of his Captain America title.  

That’s when Contessa Valentina Allegra de la Fontaine (Julia Louis-Dreyfus), another character from 

the comic books, who apparently has many high-level government contacts, steps in and gives John 

Walker her card, saying he should answer when she calls.  She later gives him a new uniform, and 

calls him “U.S. Agent,” which is John Walker’s alias in the comic books.  It will be interesting to see 

how Marvel plans to use either or both of these characters going forward. 

 

There’s also an appearance by Wakanda’s Ayo (Florence Kasumba), second in command of the elite 

Dora Milaje security force.  Bucky’s relationship to Wakanda stems from when they saved his life and 

Ayo helped him recuperate and overcome Hydra’s programming following the events in Captain 

America: Civil War.  She is not happy that Sam and Bucky have recruited Baron Zemo to help them, 

since he is responsible for the death of Wakanda’s former king.  She wants him turned over to her. 

 

There’s one big-budget cinematic-style battle sequence in almost every episode, which have been 

extremely well done.  The problem isn’t these action sequences, but rather everything else, which 

through the first three episodes are very slow moving.  The action ramps up in the final three episodes, 

which are exciting, but it’s not enough to mask some of the problems.  Just as my review jumps from 

one element of the story to another, the series starts out with one segment of a story and then jumps 
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to another, then another, then another, as if they’re trying to cram as many different potential storylines 

as possible into a very limited six episodes.  Some interesting characters, who seemed to have 

potential, are suddenly killed off, seemingly for no other reason than to provide motivation for other 

characters.  It did, however, end on an interesting note – I’d like to see a separate Disney+ series 

featuring Emily VanCamp’s Sharon Carter, who was revealed in the finale’s final scene to be the 

Power Broker (or maybe she will appear in one of the upcoming series, such as Armor Wars).   

 

I’d also like to see a series or a full episode of some future series that shows the Black Captain 

America (Isaiah Bradley) in action and explore what happens to him.   

 

Sam does finally take up the shield, setting up the next movie installment of Captain America (which 

was he whole purpose of this miniseries in the first place). 

 

I keep going back and forth about whether and how much I actually liked this series, but that’s not 

really the point.  As a one-time miniseries, it was not designed to create loyal viewers who would tune 

in to the next season, but rather to set the table for the next Captain America movie, featuring a Black 

lead and a number of potential directions it could take.  That was accomplished quite effectively. 

 

Disney+ claims The Falcon and the Winter Soldier had the streamer’s most watched series premiere, 

beating out both The Mandalorian and WandaVision.  Of course, we have no idea how many viewers 

that is or what Disney+ actually counts as a “view.” 
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Loki: Only the first three episodes were available at 

this writing, so my final review might change.  But I’ve 

seen enough to say it’s a winner.  Unlike 

WandaVision, a fairly extensive explanation of what’s 

going on is provided to viewers from the outset. 

 

For those who might not recall, in Avengers Endgame the Avengers went seven years back in time 

to when Loki (Tom Hiddleston), God of Mischief and Thor’s half-brother, was fighting them in the 

“Battle of New York” (from the first Avengers movie in 2012).  They needed to get the Infinity Stones 

before Thanos acquires them and wipes out half the universe.  In the chaos that ensued, Loki 

managed to get his hands on the powerful energy cube known as the Tesseract and disappears.  This 

series follows what happens to that Loki, before we see him grow and redeem himself in Thor: 

Ragnarok and Avengers: Infinity War (when he is killed by Thanos). 

 

Loki’s disappearance has caught the attention of the Time Variants Authority (TVA), a powerful 

bureaucratic organization that exists outside of normal time and space.  The TVA is tasked by the 

mysterious Timekeepers to make sure people stay in their set timeline.  Any “variants” are put on trial 

and either reset into their expected timeline, or simply erased from existence.  Loki is now considered 

a variant.   

 

The Timekeepers are three powerful beings who emerged after colliding multiverses almost destroyed 

all of existence.  The Timekeepers organized these multiverses into a single “sacred timeline.”  They 

created the TVA and its large staff of agents and clerks, to keep the proper flow of time (by pruning 

variants along the way).  The Timekeepers first appeared in the Thor comic book in 1979, and have 

been involved in several storylines over the years.  These entities will probably be somewhat different 

in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. 



 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
_____ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
The Sternberg Report ©2021 

 

 

14 

 

Just as the TVA judge (Gugu Mbatha-Raw) declares Loki guilty and is about to have him “reset,” TVA 

chief detective Mobius (Owen Wilson) steps in.  He wants to use Loki to help them capture a 

dangerous serial-killer variant who has been traveling through time and killing TVA agents. 

 

As Loki quickly discovers, magical powers don’t work in the TVA compound, so he is trapped .  The 

equally talkative and charming Mobius tries to elicit information from Loki about why he does what he 

does, at the same time explaining what’s going on and how Loki varied from his “set path.”  For a 

god-like being who thrives on chaos, the idea that his path is predetermined by all-knowing keepers 

of the sacred timeline does not sit well.  When Loki declares that none of this would have happened 

had the Avengers not gone back in time, and they should be here instead of him, Mobius’s reply that 

“that was supposed to happen” infuriates him even more.  Mobius then shows Loki scenes from 

events that those who saw the Thor and Avengers movies remember.  Events that haven’t yet 

happened to this Loki.  

 

Loki has long been one of the most complex Marvel villains, and this take on his motivations, the 

impact of seeing how some of his former bad acts have impacted people he loves, and seeing his 

own death in what he is told is the future that is supposed to happen and indeed has happened over 

and over again, is fascinating – and pulled off largely because of the chemistry between Tom 

Hiddleston and Owen Wilson (and their immense talents). 

 

One thing that makes this series so interesting, is just as you think you know where it ’s going, it shifts 

gears and goes somewhere else.  That’s not always a good thing, but here it works.  Toward the end 

of episode 2, Mobius tells Loki the variant they are chasing is another version of Loki from another 

timeline.  As the episode comes to an end, we see that this Loki is in the form of a woman (smartly 

played by Sophia Di Martino). 
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Episode 3 is basically a character study of the two Lokis, as they battle each other, feel each other 

out, and become tentative allies.  She tells him that she is no longer a Loki, and now goes by the 

name Sylvie (this character seems like a combination of Lady Loki and the Enchantress, both of whom 

appeared in various Marvel comics, and is way too confusing to get into here).  Her plan is to destroy 

the Timekeepers and blow up the sacred timeline.  As they question one another, she reveals details 

of her past that are substantially different from his.  She also tells him that the TVA staff were not 

created by the Timekeepers, but are rather all human variants who were plucked from their own 

timelines and have no memory of their previous lives.  Did Mobius lie to him, or is he unaware of his 

own previous life?  How Loki uses this information when he next encounters the TVA is sure to be 

interesting. Of course, Loki is notoriously unreliable and deceitful, so whether one or both of them are 

lying remains to be seen. 

 

As they continue their banter, they both casually acknowledge that they often have meaningless sex 

with both women and men.  While the comic books have referred to Loki’s bisexuality, this is the first 

time a major character in the Marvel Cinematic Universe has been so designated – and is now 

officially part of the MCU canon.  It should be noted that in Netflix’s series, Ragnorok, which provides 

another take on Norse mythology, Loki is clearly bisexual.  In Norse mythology, Loki shifts between 

male and female presentations and pronouns.  

  

Having escaped from the TVA, they wind up on the moon of the planet Lamentis, which they soon 

discover is about to crash into the moon.  The device that enabled them to teleport there is out of 

power, and they don’t have anything strong enough to recharge it.  The entire third episode focuses 

on their efforts to escape the apocalypse.   

 

I’m not sure where Loki is heading in its final three episodes, but I’m happy to go along for the ride. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Several upcoming Marvel series on Disney+ will feature lesser-known characters from its vast array 

of comic-book heroes:  

 

Hawkeye, with Jeremy Renner reprising his role from the Avengers movies, will have a six-episode 

run in fall 2021.  Hailee Steinfeld will play his young female protegee, Kate Bishop.  Vera Farmiga 

and Florence Pugh (who will be in the Black Widow movie coming out in July), also star. 

 

Disney+ is reportedly already working on a spin-off series, featuring another lesser-known Marvel 

character (first introduced in the Daredevil comic book in 1998), who will also appear in Hawkeye – 

Echo (Alaqua Cox), a deaf Native-American martial arts expert, whose superpower is her ability to 

mimic her opponents’ movements and fighting style. 

 

She-Hulk will star Tatiana Maslany as Jennifer Walters, lawyer-turned green super-strong hero (who 

is also Bruce Banner’s cousin – in the comic book, she gains his Hulk powers after getting a blood 

transfusion from him, so look for Mark Ruffalo to show up).  Tim Roth will reprise his role as the 

Abomination from The Incredible Hulk movie.  Jameela Jamil will play Titania, a super strong rival of 

She-Hulk.  There are unconfirmed rumors that Krysten Ritter might make an appearance as Jessica 

Jones (the rights to the Netflix Marvel characters have reverted back to Disney).  Ten episodes are 

scheduled for some time in 2022. 

 

Ms. Marvel will star Iman Vellani as Kamala Khan, a 16-year-old Muslim Pakistani-American from 

New Jersey, who writes superhero fan fiction about Captain Marvel, and gains shape-shifting powers 

(from her latent Inhuman DNA).  Kamala Khan is Marvel’s first Muslim character to headline her own 

comic book or television series (she made her first comic-book appearance in 2013).  It is expected 

to debut its six episode run in October or November 2021.  Ms. Marvel is also reportedly going to 

appear in the feature film, The Marvels, scheduled for 2022. 
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Moon Knight is one of the more unusual Marvel characters.  Oscar Isaac will play Marc Spector, 

also known as Moon Knight – a former U.S. marine, C.I.A operative, and mercenary with Dissociative 

Identity Disorder (DID).  In the comic book, Marc Spector is near death in Egypt after being betrayed 

by his employer.  He is saved by the Egyptian moon god  Khonshu, and is given superhuman abilities, 

in exchange for becoming his conduit on Earth.  Upon his return to the U.S., he becomes the 

crimefighter, Moon Knight.  He has multiple identities with their own distinct personalities – from a cab 

driver to a millionaire socialite – which he uses to gain information without being noticed.  This 

character has been compared to DCs Batman (or at least what Batman might be like if he had DID).  

Ethan Hawke will reportedly play the show’s main villain, with May Calamawy in an undisclosed roe.  

It has a yet to be announced 2022 release date for its six episodes. 

 

Secret Invasion is based on the epic 2008 Marvel comic-book series about the Skrulls, shape-

shifting aliens who have been infiltrating Earth for years and replacing various Marvel heroes.  Samuel 

L. Jackson will reprise his role as Nick Fury, with Ben Mendelsohn again playing the alien Skrull, 

Talos (first introduced in Captain Marvel).  Kingsley Ben-Adir and Olivia Colman, are set to co-star, 

and Emilia Clarke is in negotiations to join the cast as well. 

 

Ironheart will be based on one of Marvel’s more obscure comic-book characters who first appeared 

in 20016, and will star Dominique Thorne in the title role.  She plays Riri Williams, a 15-year-old 

engineering student genius who attends MIT on a scholarship.  She designs a suit of armor similar to 

Iron Man’s with material she steals from her campus.  Tony Stark (Iron Man) takes notice of her 

achievement and encourages her in her goal to become a superhero.  They were  originally 

considering calling her Iron Woman or Iron Maiden, but thought the former was too old fashioned, 

and the latter simply inappropriate.  This will be the MCU’s first Black female title character.   It’s slated 

for an April 2022 release and will consist of six episodes.   
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Armor Wars will star Don Cheadle reprising his role from the Iron Man and Avenger movies, as 

War Machine, another secondary Marvel hero to get the series treatment.  There was a seven-issue 

comic book series in 1987/88 where Tony Stark discovers the top-secret technology he used to create 

the Iron Man armor has been acquired by a group of supervillains.  But with Tony Stark having died 

at the end of Avenger: Endgame, it looks like James Rhodes/War Machine will be the one battling 

them to get the technology back. 

 

Untitled Wakanda Series will star Danak Gurira, reprising her film role as Okoye, the head of the 

Dora Milaje, Wakanda’s all-female special forces, and the Black panther’s bodyguards.  Nothing about 

the plot or additional casting is yet known.  There are unconfirmed rumors that one of Marvel’s great 

anti-heroes, Namor the Sub-Mariner, might make an appearance 

 

What If…? is an animated series based on the comic book of the same name, which imagines what 

would happen if things in the Marvel Universe happened differently.  For example, what if Peggy 

Carter (Hayley Atwell) became Captain America instead of Steve Rogers, or if Loki wielded the 

hammer instead of Thor, and other alternate realities.  Many recognizable Marvel actors will voice 

their character roles.  Twenty-three episodes are planned for summer 2021 

 

 

 

 


