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The Best 18 TV Dramas of 2018 
By Steve Sternberg 

 
This is by no means a complete list of the best dramas on television – in the era of peak TV there are 
so many.  It is simply my list of some of the highest quality series airing in 2018.  I think all have 
something that make then rise above the pack, and all are worth your time to check out. 

 
I’ve been analyzing television/video for roughly 30 years, and the fact that I am just now discovering 
some shows that have already been on for multiple seasons should tell you something about how 
many gems worth finding are out there.     
  
Here are 18 dramas that top my list for 2018.  Some are new, some returning.  Since they are so 
different from one another, I am presenting them in alphabetical rather than rank order. 
 
Barry (HBO):  Seamlessly moving between light comedy and dark drama (not easy to do), Bill 
Hader is superb as a disillusioned and depressed midwestern hitman who travels to L.A. to kill an 
actor who is sleeping with a mobster’s wife.  He follows his target to an acting class, where he 
becomes drawn to this community of desperate and dedicated students, falling in love with one of 
them.  But changing is not so easy.  On paper, this high concept show shouldn’t work.  On television, 
with these stellar performances, it’s near perfection.   
 
Henry Winkler is great as his pompous acting teacher, as is Anthony Carrigan as chatty mobster, 
Noho Hank.  Both Bill Hader and Henry Winkler won Emmys in 2018 for their performances.  It’s been 
renewed for a second season.  The first season is eight episodes – perfect for bingeing. 
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Better Call Saul (AMC):  The fourth season of Better Call Saul moved closer to the Breaking 

Bad universe (that show aired from 2008-2013 and led to the BCS spinoff).  We start to see how 
lawyer, Jimmy McGill (the excellent Bob Odenkirk) takes the long slide down the slippery slope that 
ends when he re-invents himself as sleazy mob lawyer, Saul Goodman. 

 
Other Breaking Bad regulars, Mike (Jonathan Banks), one-time cop turned criminal “cleaner,” and 
drug kingpin Gus Fring (Giancarlo Esposito), have prominent roles this season.  Rhea Seehorn gives 
an award-worthy performance as Jimmy’s girlfriend Kim, a hotshot lawyer in her own right, who is 
thrilled by his con-man side but gradually starts to believe that she is being conned as well.  Bob 
Odenkirk’s performance is so good that the viewer (who knows what he becomes in Breaking Bad) 
can still be unsure of his motives and moral compass.  Since Kim is never referred to in Breaking Bad, 
season 5 will likely show us her fate and how (or if) she escapes his world. 

 
Bosch (Amazon Prime Video):   This is not only the best procedural drama currently on 
television, it might be the best procedural drama ever on television (and for those who feel compelled 
to @ me, shows such as NYPD Blue and The Wire are not procedural dramas).   
 
Titus Willever is perfect as the brilliant, tough as nails, flawed and haunted detective Harry Bosch.  
The ensemble cast of regulars are spot on for their respective roles – Jamie Hector as his partner, 
Madison Lintz as his daughter, Amy Aquino as his friend and boss, Lance Reddick as police chief, 
and Troy Evans and Gregory Scott Cummins as fellow detectives.  The guest stars have been a string 
of superb character actors who you will immediately recognize (if you’re over 40) and wonder where 
you’ve seen them before. 
 
Each season focuses on one main crime that Bosch and crew need to solve, along with one or two 
related or not-so-related crimes.  The murder of Bosch’s prostitute mom when he was 12, how it has 
impacted who he is today, and his relentless efforts to solve the crime, is a thread that has sewn its 
way through all four 10-episode seasons.  Season 5 has reportedly been completed and should air in 
early 2019. 
 
Counterpart (Starz):  J.K. Simmons (always worth watching) is perfect in a dual role as Howard 
Silk, a mild-mannered low-level office drone at a Berlin-based spy agency, and a hardened high-level 
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spy version of himself in a parallel world – his agency safeguards the secret gateway between the 
two realities.   
 
Consistently fascinating as each cast member has an alternate version, who could be substantially 
different and far more dangerous, depending on which road they may have taken at certain points in 
their life.  The two Howards secretly switch places in an effort to protect both worlds from forces trying 
to stir conflict between them.  Season 2 started this month. 
 
The Crown (Netflix):   The first two majestic seasons cover the life of Queen Elizabeth II (the 
brilliant Claire Foy) from the start of her reign in the 1940s through the mid-1960s, chronicling her 
family’s romances, political rivalries, and personal intrigues.  Matt Smith and Vanessa Kirby give 
outstanding performances as Prince Philip and Princess Margaret, as does John Lithgow as Winston 
Churchill. 
 
The third season will cover from the mid-1960s through 1976 (with Olivia Colman taking over the role 
as a more mature Queen Elizabeth II), while the fourth season will include Margaret Thatcher as 
Prime Minister and Lady Diana Spencer.  The series is all the more fascinating since it’s about the 
same Queen who still sits on the British throne today. 
 
Glow (Netflix):   This surprise summer hit from last year provides a behind-the-scenes look at the 
1980s syndicated TV show, the low-budget Gorgeous Ladies of Wrestling.  A great mix of comedy 
and drama.   
 
Alison Brie, as an unemployed actress who becomes a GLOW star, and Marc Maron as a washed up 
“B” movie director who leads the ladies to fame, are standouts.  Along with an excellent, diverse 
ensemble cast of misfits, they make this way more fun than I expected.  It took three or four episodes 
to get rolling, but then my wife and I were hooked.  Season 2 is a blast from start to finish. 

 
Goliath (Amazon Prime Video):  I was scanning streaming services this summer for something 
new to watch and found this gem from David E. Kelley.  Billy Bob Thornton is compelling as a once 
powerful lawyer who is now a washed-up ambulance chaser who spends more time in bars than in 
courtrooms.  That changes when he reluctantly agrees to take on a wrongful death lawsuit against 
the giant law firm he helped create.   
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He’s reluctantly pulled back into another criminal case in season 2.  I’m sure he will be reluctantly 
pulled back in once again in season 3, and I’ll be along for the ride.  His supporting cast and guest 
stars (which included William Hurt in season 1) are solid.   

 
The Good Fight (CBS All Access):  The wonderful Christine Baransky stars, along with Cush 
Limbo and Rose Leslie in this female-driven legal drama (and spinoff of CBS’s The Good Wife).  A 
woman over 50, a woman of color, and a lesbian make a diverse team that is as much in (or out of) 
control professionally as they are in their relationships. 
 
While the first season was uneven with its Madoff-like storyline, and as it developed its main 
characters, the second season hit its stride and found its voice.  Topics from racism to gun violence 
to sexual harassment have been dealt with here in a more thought-provoking way than is typically 
seen on television.  And while there is a clear anti-Trump tone, this is also perhaps the only show on 
TV showing its few Trump supporters in a positive light.  Just the right mix of drama and humor along 
with the excellent cast make this chaotic world great and entertaining TV. 

 
Killing Eve (BBCA):  Sandra Oh received an Emmy nomination for her role as the title character, 
a bored, but ambitious MI5 security officer, but Jodie Corner is the real revelation as a mercurial and 
brutal female assassin.   
 
Eve is tasked with hunting down the psychopathic killer.  As they become equally obsessed with one 
another, a fierce game of cat and mouse ensues.  Men are the peripheral characters here (and most 
of the victims).  The first season’s eight episodes are available on demand, and on Hulu – perfect for 
bingeing. 
 
Manifest (NBC):  When a routine but turbulent flight lands, the crew and passengers discover 
that while only a few hours have passed for them, more than five years have passed for the outside 
world.  Their friends, families, and colleagues thought they were lost, have mourned them, and moved 
on with their lives. 
 
Who is responsible, why do some passengers see visions or hear voices instructing them to do certain 
things, why is the government performing secret experiments on some passengers?  All questions I 
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assume that will gradually be answered as the series progresses.  Melissa Roxburgh, Josh Dallas, 
and Parveen Kaur are excellent as passengers of the mysterious flight, as is J.R. Martinez as the 
fiancé of one of the passengers who married her best friend when he thought she was dead.  So far, 
the series is much better than I expected it to be. 

 
Marvel’s Jessica Jones (Netflix):  The charismatic Krysten Ritter shines as Jessica Jones, 
given super strength in a medical experiment that saved her life after a car crash supposedly killed 
her family.  She’s a reluctant hero, brooding and haunted by her past.  She swears, drinks too much, 
has casual sex, and can be quite violent – the type of woman you never see on television (or in the 
Marvel universe).   

 
Its first two seasons were surprisingly strong social commentaries on male/female relationships and 
the abuse of privilege and power, focusing on topics such as addiction, sexual harassment, rape, 
retaliation, and redemption – subjects seldom dealt with on television.  Traditional female roles – 
sidekicks and “the girlfriend” – are the male characters in this world.  Rachael Taylor as Patsy Walker 
(who may have powers of her own in season 3) and Carrie-Anne Moss as a high-powered lawyer 
are both regulars and are excellent. 

 
All 13 episodes of Season 2 were directed by women.   Netflix recently canceled three of its Marvel 
shows featuring other “street-level” heroes, Luke Cage, Daredevil, and Iron Fist. Only Jessica Jones 
and The Punisher remain.  Season 3 of Jessica Jones will air in 2019, and I hope Netflix continues 
to renew it.  If not, I hope Disney Plus does. 
 
A Million Little Things (ABC):  A group of friends from Boston, who met and bonded 
several years ago when they got stuck in an elevator together, try to come to terms with why one of 
them, who seemingly had it all, committed suicide.  
 
Despite some negative reviews, and erroneous comparisons to NBC’s This is Us (probably because 
it also relies heavily on flashbacks to explain its characters’ backgrounds and motivations), A Million 
Little Things, with all its soap opera elements, is eminently watchable.  The ensemble cast gels, and 
it has gotten better with each episode.  You need to watch it from the beginning to understand 
what’s going on.  It tugs on your heartstrings just as much as This is Us, but it seems less 
manipulative while doing so. 
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Mr. Inbetween (FX):  A half-hour Australian dark comedy/drama about Ray Shoesmith (the 
magnetic Scott Ryan, who also created and writes the show).  Ray is father of an eight-year-old 
daughter, has an ex-wife, a new girlfriend, a brother, and a best friend.  He also has a day (and night) 
job as a hitman.   
 
The series is lean and taut, with no bloat or wasted content.  That we like and root for Ray despite 
his casual brutality is a tribute to Scott Ryan’s talents.  It also fits the mold of many FX dramas, where 
you root for bad or flawed people with some redeeming qualities who go up against even badder 
people with no redeeming qualities.  The first season was just six episodes (binge it).  It has been 
renewed for a second season – I hope more people discover it. 
 
Ozark (Netflix):  Jason Bateman (in his best and most nuanced performance) is Marty Byrde, a 
Chicago financial advisor who’s partner is killed after stealing money from a drug lord.  Marty is 
forced to move to a summer resort community in the Missouri Ozarks with his wife Wendy (Laura 
Linney, who is also excellent here) and two kids, to launder money for the drug cartel.  When they 
get there they also have to deal with local gangsters.  Quirky, gritty, and dangerous characters and 
situations abound.  Julia Garner is a revelation as Ruth, the teenager who lives in a trailer with her 
dysfunctional family.  After initially clashing with Marty, she winds up working for him. 
 
The first season had a more dangerous tone, as the Byrdes desperately try to get out of their 
situation.  The second season was a bit more sedate as they start to accept that this is who they are 
now.  Laura Linney’s shift from reluctant tag-along wife to take-charge protector of her family is 
fascinating to watch.  The series has been renewed for a third season.  
 
Pose (FX):  This fabulous show from Ryan Murphy is set in 1980s New York, and juxtaposes the 
ball culture world, the luxury Trump-era universe, the downtown social and literary scene, and the 
specter of AIDS.   
 
Blanca (MJ Rodriguez) forms a “house” that provides support to LGBTQ youth who have been 
rejected by their families.  Billy Porter, Evan Peters, Kate Mara, and James Van Der Beek also star. 
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I’m including this here not because it “makes television history” by having the largest cast of 
transgender and LBGTQ actors ever for a scripted series (five transgender actresses are regulars).   
I’m including it here because it’s great television, which at its core is a surprisingly addictive and sweet 
family show.  It’s been renewed for a second season. 
 
Queen of the South (USA):  This crime drama’s uneven first season got better and hit 
overdrive in seasons 2, and 3, as Camila Vargas (Veronica Falcon) and her former protégé, Teresa 
Mendoza (Alice Braga), battle for supremacy of a drug cartel.  Both are seductive and conniving, 
occasionally vicious, and always captivating.  Hemky Madera is wonderfully menacing as Teresa’a 
loyal lieutenant.   
 
Sneaky Pete (Amazon Prime Video):  Ex-con con man Marious (Giovanni Ribisi), on the run 
from some very bad people, assumes the identity of his still imprisoned cellmate Pete, and tries to 
hide out with Pete’s family (who haven’t seen him for 20 years).  They have a bail bonds business in 
Connecticut, money problems, and their own set of sinister characters to deal with.  Both seasons 1 
and 2 have multiple cons and obstacles to solve that are handled in a crisp, keep-you-guessing 
manner.  There are short cons, long cons, and double crosses as “Pete” cleverly navigates the new 
world he finds himself in, while trying to avoid the old, as certain family members become increasingly 
suspicious. 
 
The excellent cast includes Margo Martindale and Peter Gerety as Pete’s grandparents, and Marin 
Ireland, Shane McRae, and Libby Barer as his cousins.  It’s been renewed for a third season.  
 
This is Us (NBC):  Still checks off all the boxes on how to tug at viewers’ heartstrings, still checks 
off many diversity boxes, and still makes for great television.  Anything but a typical family drama, 
This is Us somehow manages to continually and seamlessly flash back to various periods of each 
character to weave a tapestry of their family history and how they all became who they are today. 

 
 

 
 
 

 


