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Key Scriptures:
About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. He

killed James the brother of John with the sword, and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he
proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of Unleavened Bread. And when he had
seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him,
intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people. So Peter was kept in prison, but
earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church.

Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping
between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the
prison. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He struck
Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands. And the
angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him,
“Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” And he went out and followed him. He did not know
that what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. When they
had passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It
opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and went along one street, and immediately
the angel left him. When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his
angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were
expecting.” When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other
name was Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying. And when he knocked at
the door of the gateway, a servant girl named Rhoda came to answer. Recognizing Peter's voice,
in her joy she did not open the gate but ran in and reported that Peter was standing at the gate.
They said to her, “You are out of your mind.” But she kept insisting that it was so, and they kept
saying, “It is his angel!” But Peter continued knocking, and when they opened, they saw him and
were amazed. But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how the Lord
had brought him out of the prison. And he said, “Tell these things to James and to the brothers.”
Then he departed and went to another place. Now when day came, there was no little disturbance
among the soldiers over what had become of Peter. And after Herod searched for him and did not
find him, he examined the sentries and ordered that they should be put to death. Then he went
down from Judea to Caesarea and spent time there.

- Acts 12:1-19



Message Highlights:
● If we surrender to Jesus, we win, and if we oppose him, we lose.
● God is the main character in all of our stories and he will always win.
● God’s goal in all he does is to magnify his wisdom and power and spread the fame of

his Son who saves sinners and glorifies his Father.
● We must always interpret our circumstances by God’s love, not God’s love by our

circumstances.

Conversation Starter:
Whether you were a young star athlete or you are an avid NBA viewer, we’ve all watched our
team lose the game. In your experience, was there an impactful lesson that you learned after
working so hard (playing the game or coaching the TV), and still coming up short?

Discuss the Message:
1. How does the early church’s response to James’ execution and Peter’s imprisonment

demonstrate God’s will for us in difficult circumstances?
a. What words would you use to describe your prayer life recently?
b. What keeps you from praying consistently; how can you overcome these

challenges?
c. Think back to a request you made to God. How did God’s answer to a prayer of

yours, whether it was yes, no or maybe, affect your relationship with him?
2. How does Acts 12:1-19 prove that no matter our plans, God’s plan always prevails?

a. Is God’s sovereignty a comfort to you or a difficult truth to grasp? How so?
b. Read Psalm 2:1-4. What do those verses indicate about the futility in choosing

not to partner with God?
c. What could be considered a prison in your life? What next step can you take to

trust God in his sovereignty to free you from that prison this week?
3. What is the first thing that Peter did when he realized he escaped from prison?

a. How does Peter’s freedom align with God’s goals to magnify his power and to
spread the name of Jesus?

b. How can we be better witnesses to the ways God has worked in our lives?

Pray:
Father God, we’re grateful that you are good and that all things point back to you. Remind us
this week that you have the final word; the victory is yours, and as your children we’re thankful
to walk in that freedom everyday. As we go about this week, we aim to intentionally seek you
and witness to the ways you are working in our lives. May we walk by the Spirit, and may the
narrative you are writing be at the forefront of our minds. In Jesus’ name, amen.


