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Key Scriptures:
Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists
arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution.
And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should
give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you
seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. But
we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” And what they said pleased the
whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. These
they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them. And the word of God
continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great
many of the priests became obedient to the faith.

- Acts 6:1-7

A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest. And he
said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in authority over
them are called benefactors. But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you become as
the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. For who is the greater, one who reclines at table
or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as the one who
serves.

- Luke 22:24-27

And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.

- Acts 4:33

Message Highlights:
● During challenges and change, the mission of the church can either implode or expand.
● The church mobilizes its mission by empowering Jesus followers to adopt a lifestyle

that is wholly devoted to the ways of Jesus.
● Our individual investment in our worship, discipleship and mission enhances the

church’s collective worship, discipleship and mission.
● As Christians, we should leverage our best energy and efforts to serve others.



Conversation Starter:
Think about a person, whether you know them personally or not, who has been very influential
in your life. What do they embody that you admire?

Discuss the Message:
1. How are different people and their unique giftings being used for one purpose, to serve

God’s Kingdom, in Acts 6:1-7?
a. How do the disciples respond to growth and the unmet needs in their

community according to this passage?
b. What value is there in service, particularly when you view it as offering the

talents God gave you as a gift back to him?
c. Do you sense the Spirit prompting you to consider new ways to serve in light of

this week’s message? If so, commit to gathering information about a service
opportunity this week and take action.

2. What example do the apostles set for believers in Acts 4:33?
a. Read Psalm 66:16. What is the power in sharing our testimonies, as the psalmist

did after he first encountered God?
b. Have you ever shared your testimony with others? If so, reflect on this

experience.
c. What tends to stop you from testifying to the Lord’s goodness? What is a small

way you could testify this week?
3. Read Luke 22:24-27. How does Jesus define leadership in this passage?

a. How does Jesus exemplify his love for us in serving the disciples?
b. How can you assume an attitude of servant leadership when you are in a

position of authority?

Pray:
God, you gave us the ultimate example of a life well-lived through your son, Jesus Christ. Thank
you for the ways that his life and ministry shepherd us and the ways that your Holy Spirit
continually guides our steps. We ask that, this week, you reveal to us how we can better serve
your Kingdom as individuals and as the church. May we be cheerful givers of our time and our
abilities so that your name may be glorified. In Jesus’ name, amen.


