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Media Pitch: 

Now that you’ve framed your message it’s time to start pitching reporters about your policy or upcoming event 
over email.  

When to send a media pitch email: 

• A reporter just wrote a story that ties in with your work and you are ready to pitch them 

• Your policy project will be launching soon/you have an event coming up and you want to introduce 
yourself and your policy 

• You have identified a reporter as a top community in your region on your issue area and want to build a 
relationship with him/her.  

Tips: 

• Stay on message- tie in to the message frame for your project! 

• Double check to avoid any grammatical errors 

• Aim to make a mention of the reporter’s previous work and link to your story  

• Structure your pitch- consider the three core pieces of information you are looking to share with the 
reporter.  

• Keep it short- ideally a pitch is no longer than three paragraphs. The first paragraph should provide the 
hook and a mention of their work, the second should share more details about your work and the third 
should close out your ask.  

• Email pitches to reporters are strongest when followed up with phone calls (reference Roosevelt’s 
phone RAP resource)  

• Check in with your EEC first to make sure there are no existing press relationships you could tap in to.  

• Make sure there is a final ask- coverage or follow up conversation (or placement of Op-Ed) 

Template media pitch #1:  

Campus sexual assault pitch to Chronicle of Higher Education in response to: 
http://chronicle.com/article/An-Arc-of-Outrage/229271/ 

Dear ...  

Your recent article regarding on-campus sexual assault highlights the paralysis that students, administrators 
and legislators across the country are facing with discussing, let alone developing solutions to the issue. An 
interesting follow up from your piece could be the role that students are playing in driving policy, especially at 
the state level. 

Students in the Roosevelt Network, the largest student policy think tank in the nation, have developed 
structural policy solutions designed to better address on-campus assault. Rather than focus at the federal 
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level, they are working to highlight the role that state level institutions can play in solving this crisis. 
Acknowledging the 4 divergent definitions of consent on the University of Georgia campus and in the State of 
Georgia, one of our students is advocating for a unilateral definition of consent across the state. Meanwhile, to 
counter the Virginia Alcohol and Beverage Control's complicity and profiteering from on-campus assault, a 
group of students are pursuing a policy designed to re-allocate 20 percent of their profits toward sexual assault 
services. You can read the two policy proposals here. 

Following the publication of their ideas in our 10 Ideas series, the largest undergraduate policy journal in the 
nation, they are now pursuing policy change in their region with their ideas including coverage in 
the Washington Post. Would you be interested in writing about these policy ideas and speaking with the 
students? 

Template media pitch #2:  

Santa Monica College Rethinking Communities project pitch 

Dear …. 

Rarely are homelessness and food insecurity considered important issues for college students today. Yet, the 
nation's largest food assistance network, Feeding America, estimates that about 10% of its 46.5 
Million clients in 2014 were students. Yvonne Montoya, a student leader at Roosevelt @ Santa Monica 
College, sought to develop a policy solution to combat hunger on her campus.   

At Santa Monica Community College, there were 417 students on-campus at Santa Monica College battling 
homelessness and food insecurity in 2013-14. Yet, in spite of being recipients of SNAP, they were unable to use 
their SNAP cards on campus. This is especially striking considering that in January of 2013, only 11% of 
California's population used SNAP benefits resulting in the waste of a large chunk of federal SNAP 
funding.  Yvonne advocated for Santa Monica to allow the use of the Cal Fresh SNAP card on campus giving 
hundreds of students access to quality food on campus while attending classes.  

- The Santa Monica College chapter prepared and submitted the policy brief and proposal 

- The proposal was accepted by the college administration and Campus Kitchen- the on campus 
food provider at the college. 

- Now, only the approval of the California SNAP program stands between food security for 
hundreds of college students at Santa Monica and across the state.  

Yvonne herself is no stranger to food insecurity and homelessness. As a homeless student at Cerritos College 
in 2012, she remembers struggling with food insecurity because of her inability to use food stamps at on-
campus dining locations. Yvonne has developed a powerful coalition at Santa Monica that is happy to speak 
with you including Santa Monica Community College chapter advisor Rebecca Romo, Beth Kimball of 
Campus Kitchen- the on-campus food service provider- and her. Would you be interested in speaking with 
Yvonne and learning more about this story?  


