
Week  2  -  Count Others More  Significant 

Introduction 
 

We began Philippians last week where Paul exhorts us to ground our joy in two related truths: 
1. To live is Christ: this life in the flesh is about proclaiming and worshipping Jesus 
2. To die is gain: our ultimate hope lies on the other side of death, an eternity with Jesus 

 
Believing these two things will produce joy in you that cannot be taken by death, or circumstance. 
 

Paul concludes  that  section,  and  sets  up  Chapter 2, with these  verses: 
 
READ Philippians 1:27-30 
 
This is the second indication that things are not going perfectly in Philippi.  The first was in 1:15 when Paul 
mentions those that preach the gospel motivated by envy and rivalry. 
 
Now Paul talks about opponents and suffering.  It isn’t spelled out what sort of opposition and suffering they 
may be experiencing, but history gives us some strong clues. 
 

● Emperor Nero was in power, this letter was written prior to his persecution of Christians but it was 
coming soon 

● The emperor of Rome was referred to by two titles: Kyrios and Soter (sow-tier).  Kyrios means “lord”. 
Soter means “savior”.  Everyone was expected to kneel and pay homage to their “lord and savior” Nero 
at every public assembly and event. 

● Christians unwillingness to bow and worship the emperor was one of the major things that sparked the 
wholesale persecution of Christians during Nero’s rule. 

● In this way, Christianity has always been both non-aggressive, and subversive.  When we quietly 
refuse to worship any god but Yahweh, whether political power, prosperity, comfort, or anything or 
anyone else, we will always bear the disdain of those that do. 

 

Unity Through Humility 
 
Not only was all of this unrest happening, it seems there was infighting and divisions happening among the 
church.  Perhaps because of those things. 
 
READ Philippians 2:1-2 
 
He lists the things he just mentioned, and says “in light of these things, be of the same mind and heart.”  They 
are to be synced together in their thinking and in their feeling. 
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WHY?   
1:27 → so that they will “stand firm in one spirit, with one mind, striving side by side for the faith of the 
gospel.” 
 
But the reality on the ground in Philippi, and here in Kernersville, is that despite that lofty goal there is often 
disagreements, dis-unity, grumbling, complaining, etc. 
 
Unity of mind and heart is hard to get, and is hard to keep. 
 

HOW? 
Paul points the way on how unity in Christ is maintained: 
 
READ Philippians 2:3-4 
 
 What Paul describes here is humility. 
 
Humility is a uniquely Christian virtue, that was in stark contrast to the values of the Greco-Roman world 
where humility was considered a shortcoming. 
 
It is a uniquely Christian virtue because Jesus is the ultimate and perfect example of true humility.  All other 
forms of humility are parodies of his humility. 
 

Christian Humility 
Humility as defined by the Bible, has little in common with “false modesty” or “obsequiousness”. 
 
Obsequious- “obedient or attentive to an excessive or servile degree.” 
 
This false form of humility is an attempt to ingratiate yourself to other people in order to gain even more 
attention.  False modesty is repulsive in the end, not attractive.  It is repulsive because it is a form of 
manipulation. 
 
When someone is fishing for compliment, the last thing you feel like doing is giving them a compliment.  False 
humility works the same way. 
 
True humility flows from what the OT calls “lowliness” or “creatureliness”.  It’s an understanding that 
you are not above God, but below Him.  You are His creation, and so you defer all matters of identity, 
value, and self-defense to God.  You rest your case with Him instead of trusting in your own strength 
and your own ability to do well for yourself. 
 
True humility is not self-focussed at all, positively or negatively.  Instead, as Paul says in Verse 4: 
 

“Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.” 
 
And in Verse 3: 
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“...in humility count others more significant than yourselves.” 
 
Looking out for the interests of others, not just your own, even to the point of considering others more 
significant than yourself is as painful as it sounds!  Humility is what results from dying to yourself and it is 
the only way that any community of Christians can have unity in mind and heart. 
 
Christian maturity is about losing, not winning.  You can’t be like Jesus, while fighting for yourself.  If you want 
to gain your life, you must lose it.  This is what Jesus taught us, with His words and by His example. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Paul says consider others more significant, not “better”.  This keeps us from being servile 
doormats.  You are not better than me, and I am not better than you.  Considering others as more significant 
has nothing to do with our intrinsic value or merit.  Humility does not require you to lose your identity, or be 
something less than the Imago Dei.  If it does, then it is not humility but rather some form of abuse. 
 

Humble Christ 
This is what Paul wants us to see in the next few verses. 
 
READ Philippians 2:5-11 
 
Paul takes this out of the realm of human virtue and into a Christian virtue here.  The only way to walk in this 
kind of humility is to have Christ in you. 
 
It is the love of Jesus, expressed in His astounding humility, that we need in order to love each other 
this way. 
 
Paul makes that clear in 12-13. 
 
READ Philippians 2:12-13 
 
I want you to think for a minute.  Be honest with yourself.  What’s the farthest you have ever gone to prefer 
someone else over yourself?  Think about kids, friends, syblings, a spouse.  What have you sacrificed for 
someone else? 
 
That’s nothing compared to what Jesus did for you.  He stepped out of heaven, seated at the right hand of the 
Father, into human flesh with all of it’s frailty, He lived a life, He was cursed and beaten by mere humans and 
then killed.  And then, after all of that, He bore the sins of the world. 
 
Yet, here we are as His followers, and we don’t want to get up from our living room chair to help a friend.  We 
complain when no one notices the little things that we do.  We fight for our place, we grumble and complain 
about not getting promoted, noticed, appreciated, or recognized.  We spend all of our time, talent, and treasure 
trying to further our own causes; then attend a church service, put a little money in the basket and expect God 
to thank us. 
 
This is our dead sin nature trying to make war against our true selves.  Our redeemed selves.  
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Growing in Humility 
How do we grow in this area? 
 
I think we can extrapolate out from what Paul is teaching here, and say that the fastest way to grow in 
humility is to engage in Christian friendship.  You don’t know if you are humble or proud until you get around 
another person.  How can you prefer another when there isn’t another? 
 

I used to think I was a pretty self-less guy until I got married.  Then after a few years of that, I thought I 
was truly humble.  Then I had kids.  I thought that sorted me out.  Then I became a pastor.  Nope. 
Turns out I have a long way to go! 

 

Another Piece of True Contentment 
 
This another piece of Paul’s recipe for true contentment and stable joy.  If your life is about Jesus, and your 
death is about Jesus, then while you’re alive love people like Jesus did - lay down your life for them. 
 
If you live your life this way, then your joy will not be affected by losing.  Losing a job, losing face, losing stuff, 
losing friends, losing your life, losing anything. 
 
And there is no joy like helping someone else succeed and not getting any credit.  This is why we love our hero 
stories to end with the hero disappearing into the crowd without anyone knowing his name.  In the end, there 
is only one Hero in our story and that’s Jesus. 
 
So in Revelation 19, the 24 elders around the throne throw their crowns at the feet of Jesus. 
 

Conclusion 
READ Philippians 2:14-18 
 
Paul reorients us around to the point of all this humility.  Growing in humility isn’t about you either.  ;-) 
 
Paul closes this section by letting them know that he will follow in the footsteps of Jesus all the way to being 
poured out unto death.  This hints at the fact that he may not be the only one that will have to do so. 
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