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Lakewood Summer Meltdown Returns Saturday, July 19
Meltdown Celebrates Sizzling 17th Year

by Ava Olic

One of Northeast Ohio’s
most beloved summer traditions
is back and better than ever. The

ey

Lakewood

by Katherine Isenhart
For one breezy summer
day, Detroit Avenue from Belle
to Arthur on Saturday, August
2, 2025, 10am-6pm, becomes a
creative oasis and brings artists
of all disciplines together with
15,000 collectors and art lovers.
The juried festival hosts over
175 regional and national art-
ists displaying painting, prints,
photography, art glass, ceram-
ics, sculpture, jewelry and more.
Fine art prints and paint-
ing selections include works by
Eileen Dorsey capturing medi-
tative forests of light and color,
emphasizing our connection to
nature, Emily Haggard our “Best
of Show 2024” offers abstract
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17th Annual Lakewood Sum-
mer Meltdown, presented by
LakewoodAlive and sponsored
by Cox, will transform the heart

e &
Ml

T e e

-y -
el T3

Festival

acrylic paintings of dreamy
botanicals. Akron native Rich
Cihlar stencils and spray paints
intricate layers and shadows on
founds objects like skateboards.
Fine print artists are represented
by the hand carved and hand
colored Lino block prints of
Micki Mencin and the illustra-
tive whimsy of Brian Andrew
Jasinski of Grey Cardigan.
Returning to the festi-
val this year will be Billy Ritter
featuring handmade ceramics,
crafted from stoneware and
porcelain and Yumiko Goto
offering one-of-a-kind ceramics
vessels, featuring delicate petals,

continued on page 10

FirstEnergy Promises To Try To Deliver
3rd World Power To Lakewood

By Jim O’Bryan

In a series of letters back
and forth between city officials
and First Energy Manage-
ment, First Energy offered
Lakewoodites a third world
solution: “Rolling brown-outs
during peak energy times.”

Yep, you heard right, we
pay our bills, tolerate their
wires, poles, exploding sub-
stations and transformers, the
thanks we get, at some point or
points during the week, they
will shut your power off with
no warning. But just for a bit,
even though your power grid is
working fine.

You know that weekly
food you just put in the

fridge? Don’t count on it not
spoiling. You know Grandma
on oxygen? No problem, she
will probably make it. You know
those things you need to fin-
ish? First Energy said forget it
for now. Your fish tank of prized
tropical fish? Oh well. Your
security lights and cameras? Not
an issue according to them.

First Energy told our city
officials it is hoped that this
only lasts until 2027 or so.

It should be remembered
that FirstEnergy was just
fined $20 million a year ago,
in connections with charges
of “epic utility ripoff that fea-
tured more than $61 million
continued on page 3

of Downtown Lakewood into a
bustling hub of energy and cel-
ebration on Saturday, July 19
from 4 to 10 PM.

Drawing nearly 15,000
attendees each  year, the
Lakewood  Summer  Melt-

down has become a staple event
for the city and surrounding
region. The event takes place
on Detroit Avenue between
Marlowe and Arthur Avenues,
bringing together residents, visi-
tors, families, and friends for an
unforgettable summer evening.

The Meltdown
something for everyone! Run-

ners and walkers of all ages =

are invited to participate in
the Meltdown 5K Race--spon-
sored by CASTO--and 1 Mile
Family Fun Run & Walk-
-sponsored by  Lakewood
Community Recreation &
Education Department--both
highlights of the
that draws hundreds of par-
ticipants to the streets of
Lakewood. Race registration
is now open, and proceeds
benefit LakewoodAlive’s pro-

evening

gramming to foster healthy
homes and vibrant neighbor-
hoods throughout the city.

While the race energizes
the crowd, the surrounding
street festival--sponsored by
Bee My Baby Lakewood--is
in full swing, featuring local
vendors, delicious food offer-
ings, and games that delight
attendees of all ages. The event
will also see the return of the
AliveOutside Active Lifestyle
Zone--sponsored by Cleveland
Vegan--at the Eastern end of
the street festival, which will
feature fitness demonstrations
and activities. Additionally, the
Lakewood Summer Meltdown
will feature a skate park--spon-
sored by Voodoo Tuna--in
front of the Lakewood Public
Library on the Western end of
the festival.

A crowd favorite every
year is the Healthy Lakewood
Foundation sponsored “Water
Moose,” a giant sprinkler park
that provides a welcome cool-
down for kids (and kids at
heart) on a hot July evening.
For those looking to unwind,
the Gary K. Bish Memorial
continued on page 4
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Lakewood Chief of Police Kevin Fischer enjoys the parade along
with Lakewood’s finest goodwill ambassador, Timmy. We all know
Timmy from the Lakewood Giant Eagle.

Everyone Loves Lakewood’s

Independence Day Parade

photos by Jim 0'Bryan

You can see all of our photos
from the parade and fireworks
at: lakewoodobserver.com
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Christmas In

by Gina DeSantis

Nationally renowned ceramic art-
ist Gina DeSantis is hosting a one night
in person sale of her artwork. Gina has
been part of the Screw Factory Artists
since 2008. Her work has been fea-
tured in over 400 retailers across the
country including Uncommon Goods
and Anthropologie. Most recently her
work has been featured in Food & Wine
Magazine. In order to do some "sum-
mer cleaning” she is bringing back a
sale she hasn't hosted in over a decade.
Customers are invited to shop sale
items for individual purchase or fill a
bag for $100. Rules apply so please visit
her site for details. Full priced work
will also be available for purchase.

Shoppers can also check out her
membership studio during the event.
The membership space provides 24/7
studio access for a monthly fee for
ceramics hobbyists and artists. This
space is perfect if you do not have the
space or money to invest in equip-
ment such as kilns, wheels or glazes.
This space does have a membership
application and limited spaces opening
September 1st. To apply visit https://
www.ginadesantisceramics.com/

A sampling of the ceramics being sold.

pages/membership-studio
When: Friday, July 25th from
6pm-10pm
Where: Studio C323, 13000 Ath-
ens Ave in Lakewood, OH 44017
Contact: GinaDeSantisginadesan-
tisceramics@gmail.com/440.785.5409
For more information visit: www.
ginadesantisceramics.com

photos by Jim 0'Bryan

Above, Melissa Garrett (center) sur-
rounded by her crew that puts together
the parade, and well, most of the city’s
big events. These people are rock stars!
Don’t forget if you want to see all of our
photos and some from your friends and
neighbors stop by “lakewoodobserver.
com.” While you’re there, sign up and
share some of your own observations,
stories and photos. 20 years of serving
Lakewood at no cost.
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betsy@ lakewoodobserver.com..

www.lakewoodobserver.com

216.339.2531 OR 216.407-6818
PO BOX 770203, Lakewood, OH 44107

[i Lakewood Observer

Publish Date
Wednesday, August 6, 2025
Wednesday, August 20, 2025

EDITOR IN CHIEF ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Betsy Voinovich Emily Kompier

Upcoming Submission Deadline
Friday, August 1, 2025
Friday, August 15, 2025

PUBLISHER
Debra O’Bryan

ADVERTISING
216.339.2531

ADVISORY BOARD - Heidi Hilty, Jeff Endress, Jim Crawford,
Debra O’Bryan, Jim O’Bryan, Steve Ott, Betsy Voinovich

ILLUSTRATIONS - Rob Masek, Jim O’Bryan,

PHOTOGRAPHY - Jeft Fritz, Tony Hughes, Nancy Feighan, Christine Gordillo,
Melissa Kress, and Jim O’Bryan

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS - A.J. Baumwell, Gina DeSantis, Jeff Fritz,
Mayor Meghan George, Christine Gordillo, Katherine Isenhart, Sarah Kepple,
Melissa Kress, Elizabeth Krupa, Ava Olic, Jim O’Bryan, Todd Phillips,

and Corky Thacker

The Lakewood Observer is produced by volunteers/residents of Lakewood.

If you'd like to help this history-making 20-year-old project continue to publish the words, stories and images of fellow
Lakewoodites follow the QR Code to the Member Center and sign up at www.lakewoodobserver.com/members.

If you’d like to advertise with us contact: production@lakewoodobserver.com.
Subscribe to the digital edition by sending a request to
thelakewoodobserver.digitalegmail.com with “SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line.

Isn’t it time you joined this effort to report community news while preserving our history?

Celebrating Over 20 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com



July 16, 2025 The Lakewood Observer Volume 21, Issue 14 Page 3

THE MAYOR’S CORNER

Lakewood City Hall Space Challenges Stem Largely
From Growth And Evolution Of Police Department

Assome of youlikely know, the City of
Lakewood is currently working to address
the longstanding space challenges at City
Hall. What some of you might not know
is that a large part of this space challenge
comes from the growth and evolution of
our Lakewood Police Department (LPD)
over time. It also involves our effort to
better align the amount of working space
our police have available to better reflect
national industry standards and also what
is being provided with peer departments
here in Greater Cleveland.

Back in 2023, the City of Lakewood
engaged Weber Murphy & Fox (WMF),
an architecture and design firm, to help
us better understand the challenges
at City Hall and explore potential
solutions. What became even clearer

by Meghan George

Mayor/Safety Director, City of Lakewood

during the ongoing analysis was just
how cramped things had become for
our police officers. Research conducted
by our planning department provided
further documentation of this issue.
We are all proud of the excellent
police work being done by Chief Fischer
and LPD day-in and day-out. When City
Hall opened in 1960, the total number of
officers was 30 fewer than today. Over the
past 65 years, the department has evolved
with the times to bring in expertise and
capacity focused on SWAT, narcotics, cri-
sis intervention and de-escalation, and
many other specialized elements. While
this work keeps the people of Lakewood

Updates On City Of Lakewood Efforts
City Pushes FirstEnergy For Solutions

by Meghan George

The City of Lakewood contin-
ues to push FirstEnergy to address the
frequent and severe power outages
that have been plaguing Lakewood.
As many of you know, on June 27th
I sent a letter to the Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio (PUCO) in part-

nership with Councilmen Kazy and
Slife of Cleveland to demand action
regarding FirstEnergy Corporation’s
chronic failure to consistently provide
power to Lakewood and Cleveland’s
west side over the past year. PUCO is
the only governmental entity in Ohio

continued on page 10

FirstEnergy Promises To Try To Deliver
3rd World Power To Lakewood

continued from page 1

in bribes and a $1.3 billion bailout”
Marty Schladen, August, 2024.

That’s right, fellow Lakewoodites,
while we worked and paid our electric
bills through many cost increases, First-
Energy was scheming to find how to get
more of our money through increased
taxes and bribes. While they were win-
ing and dining public officials and
others in an attempt to get their hands
on more public cash and help. They for-

got to keep our service updated. They
decided your grandpa on life support,
or your groceries, just no longer mat-
tered in their bottom line.

I would hope our Mayor and
Council can get behind a bill that’s
going through Barberton City Hall
where they were told exactly what we
were told. If the power goes out, First-
Energy pays while making residents
whole for the trouble, and any and all
losses. It is only fair, and what is right.

You get more at
O'Neill Healthcare
Assisted Living

safe, it also has helped cause an unad-
dressed space crunch for LPD.

What we see in the national market
is that the industry standard for square
feet per officer is two to three times
what Lakewood is providing to our
team at LPD. Beyond that, local peer
departments — everyone from Bay Vil-
lage and Westlake to Cleveland Heights
and Strongsville — are providing 100%
to 200% more space than Lakewood.
As we compete with these other local
departments for excellence in talent,
our inability to provide the baseline for
space is a clear disadvantage in recruit-
ing and retention.

Beyond the issue of basic square
footage the matter of basic fairness for
our female officers is a glaring problem.
When the current City Hall building
was completed in 1960, Lakewood had
a grand total of zero female officers.
While I am very proud to say that today

we can claim that nearly 20% of our
force is female, I am dismayed to report
that although the city has invested twice
in enhancements over the last decade,
our female officers lack adequate locker
rooms. We must address this situation,
and it is one of the reasons we need
more space across the board than exists
in our current footprint.

There are several other meaning-
ful space challenges at City Hall beyond
those faced by our police, but LPD’s
issues are major and glaring. They are
ones that have been known generally
for some time, yet left unaddressed and
it is time to take them head on. As we
work towards the solution to the City
Hall space crunch, I am committed
to continuing in an active dialogue
with our city staff and City Council, as
well as with Judge Neff and Lakewood
Municipal Court, who are also another
key element of the discussion. I look
forward to reporting out more on our
progress in the near future.

Lakewood Clock Repair

LWD | |
CR® .' |

~ 15725 Madison

Ve . *Mechanical clock repair

Scl«é&[u(e now !

wwW.I:%kewoodClockRepair.com
| | J

Av, Lakewood
(216) 421-4201

e Watch battery replacement

« In home grandfather clock
. service

ONeillHC.com

= Spacious Assisted Living Apartments
» Gourmet, Chef-Designed Cuisine

« Large Walk-In Showers

« Utilities Included

» Recreation Programs

» Housekeeping & Laundry Services

» Premium Streaming Services

Bay Village

605 Bradley Road

Lakewood

13900 Detroit Avenue

North Olmsted

4800 Clague Road
North Ridgeville
38600 Center Ridge Road
Call or Text (216)386-6687 o~
to schedule a tour

Bay Village | Fairview Park | Lakewood | Middleburg Heights | North Olmsted| North Ridgeville

Celebrating Over 20 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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LAKEWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY EVENTS

Upcoming Events

by Lisa Calfee
Meet The Author - Poet’s Night with readings by
Cora McCann Liderbach, Stephanie Ginese, Dar Montonaro,
Haylee Schwenk and Michelle Tackla Wallace
Wednesday, July 16, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.in the Main Library Auditorium
Enrich your Wednesday night with poetic reflections from five local writers.

Presentation - British Royal Scandals Part Il with Julie Koenig
Wednesday, July 23, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.in the Main Library Auditorium
Julie Koenig from Royally Amused spills the tea on scandals that have rocked
the British monarchy.

Literary Cleveland Presents:
Write Now: Poetry Writing Group instructed by Jenna Martinez
Third Saturday of the month: July 19, August 16 and September 20, 2025
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room

Write Now: Fiction Writing Group instructed by Johnny Caputo
First Saturday of the month:August 2 and September 6, 2025
10:00 a.m. — 11:30 a.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room

Write Now: Nonfiction Writing Group instructed by Jen Jones Donatelli
Second Saturday of the month:August 9 and September 13, 2025
10:00 a.m.- 11:00 a.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room

Literary Cleveland Presents: Poetry Open Mic during the
Lakewood Arts Festival

Saturday, August 2, 2025 from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. on the Main Library
Front Porch

Join us on the Main Library front porch during the Lakewood Arts Festival
and enjoy poetry readings by experienced poets, participants from the writing
groups and even inspired festival goers. We encourage everyone interested in shar-
ing their own poetry to sign up at our table during the festival or www.litcleveland.
org/events to register in advance.

Barbara Steffek-Hill Five-Star Matinee- “Anna Christie” (1930)
Sunday, August 3, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium
starring Greta Garbo

Children’s And Youth Services

by Jeffrey Siebert

Color Our World Summer Reading Club
For all children and youth from birth up to those entering Twelfth grade. Read
for fun and rewards. Participants will be entered into weekly drawings for prizes and
gift cards. Readers can check in online or in person. Come to the library and check in
halfway through and receive a reward. All finishers select a new book to keep.
Friday, May 9, 2025 through Monday, August 11, 2025

Science Heroes: Adventure of the Missing Color
For the whole family. Join Science Heroes on the Adventure of the Missing

& S5 S
Winning'Indian Luﬂch Buffet & Fine Dining'Experience
Open Daily
11:30 am - 2:30 pm $16.95 Brunch or Lunch off Menu
4:30pm - 9:30pm - Award winning Dinner Menu

18405 Detroit Avenue @ 216-221-0676

www.indiagardencleveland.com

Color. Along the way, the audience helps the performer conduct exciting science
experiments that bring this story to life. Experiment with chemical reactions, air
pressure, physical explosions and more. Don’t miss this exciting and interactive
STEM learning adventure. No registrationrequired.

Friday, July 18, 2025 at 3:00p.m. in the Main library Multipurpose Room

Bricks and Books

For Students in Kindergarten through Fifth Grade. In this hands-on experi-
ence, kids will use Lego building bricks, gears, and figures to design and construct
amazing structures and imaginative creations. Alongside their building, we will be
exploring the library’s extensive collection of Lego-themed books, offering inspira-
tion, challenges, and stories for all levels. No registration required.

Sunday, July 20, 2025 6:00p.m.-7:30p.m. in the Main Library Activity Room

Science Heroes Experiment Lab

For Students in Sixth through Twelfth Grade. In this science workshop for
teens, we’ll work together to explore and investigate amazing science concepts using
confetti cannons, soda bottles, nail polish remover and more. Through hands-on
experiments and exciting STEM challenges, workshop participants will get to test
out their ideas and discover the actions and reactions of physical science. Registra-
tion required. Register in person or call (216) 226-8275, ext. 140.

Thursday, July 24, 2025 at 3:00 p.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room

Harry Potter Birthday Extravaganza and Storytime

For students in first through sixth grade. Join us in celebration of Harry Pot-
ter’s birthday in an extravaganza filled with reading, music, crafts, games and play.
Dress up, discover your dormitory, choose a name, make a wand, test your Hog-

warts knowledge and send Harry a birthday card. No registration required.
Saturday, July 26, 2025 from 2:00p.m. to 4p.m. in the Main Library Activity

Room

Family Weekend Wonders

Drop in to the Library’s special weekend story time. Family Weekend Wonders
is offered every weekend throughout the year and features a different theme each
week followed by a craft. No registration is required.

Main Library- Fridays and Saturdays at 10:30 a.m.

Madison Branch- Fridays at 10:30 a.m.

Summer Meltdown Returns Saturday, July 19
Meltdown Celebrates Sizzling 17th Year

continued from page 1

Beer Garden, generously sponsored by
First Federal Lakewood, offers the per-
fect spot to relax with a cold beverage
and enjoy the lively festival atmosphere.
This year the Beer Garden will feature
beer from Lakewood's own Immigrant
Son Brewery as well canned hard iced
tea and non-alcoholic options.

As the sun begins to set, the event
continues to come alive with live music
from local artists Post Saga and Jul Big
Green on the Meltdown Stage--sponsored
by Cleveland Property Management
Group--creating a soundtrack for the
perfect summer night.

Join us on July 19 as we celebrate
community, summer, and everything
that makes Lakewood shine. Whether
you come to race, shop, play, or sim-
ply soak in the community spirit, the
Lakewood Summer Meltdown is an
experience you won’t want to miss.
details about the
Lakewood Summer Meltdown, visit
lakewoodalive.org/r/lakewood-sum-
mer-meltdown-2025.

The Lakewood Summer Meltdown is
made possible by the following sponsors:

Title Sponsor: Cox

5K Race Sponsor: CASTO

Beer Garden Stage Sponsor:

Cleveland Property Management Grp

For more

Beer Sponsor:
Immigrant Son Brewery

Beer Garden & Gold Medal

Sponsor:

First Federal Lakewood

Gold Medal Sponsors:

City of Lakewood

Raising Cane's Lakewood

Street Festival Sponsor:

Bee My Baby Lakewood

1 Mile Family Fun Run & Walk
Sponsor:

Lakewood Community Recre-
ation & Education Department

Water Moose Sponsor:

Healthy Lakewood Foundation

T-Shirt Sponsor: Geiger’s

Beer Garden Table Tent Sponsor:

Berkshire Hathaway HomeSer-
vices Lucien Realty

Silver Medal Sponsors:

The Clifton Club

Lakewood Public Library

thunder::tech

Race Logistics Sponsor:

Peace Racing

Bike Corral Sponsor:

ERIEBANK

Skate Park Sponsor: Voodoo Tuna

AliveOutside Active Lifestyle
Sponsor:

Cleveland Vegan

Post Race Refreshment Sponsor:

Discount Drug Mart

Sole Train's Speed Camp Sponsor:
2nd Sole

Beer Garden Cups Sponsor:
Sauced Taproom & Kitchen

Celebrating Over 20 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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LREF Class Of 1961 Legacy Scholarship Winner:

Ava Cuffari

by Christine Gordillo

Ava Cuffari is a true stand-
out—athlete, scholar, leader,
compassionate volunteer. With a
passion for helping others and a
drive that never quits, Ava exempli-

and

fies what it means to be a Lakewood
Ranger. She plans to study Biology
on the pre-med track and has already
been recognized with the Governor’s
Scholarship and a Rotary Speech
Contest award.

Ava is a captain on the varsity
cross country, basketball, and track
teams—balancing her busy athletic
schedule with academic excellence,
earning Distinguished Honor Roll
and holding the highest GPA across
all three teams.

extends well beyond the classroom
and field.

Her commitment

-

Ava Cuffari

As Co-Visionary for the Leuke-
mia & Lymphoma Society’s Student
Visionaries campaign, Ava is leading
40 teams in a massive fundraising

effort, aiming to raise $50,000 in just
seven weeks. Her leadership, event
planning, and relentless determina-
tion have already brought the team
more than halfway to their goal.

In addition to over 200 hours
with LLS, Ava has volunteered with
Special Olympics, H20 programs,
youth sports camps, and even served
as a camp counselor for Ohio Heri-
tage Camp. Whether helping young
athletes, delivering groceries to nurs-
ing homes, or leading community
events, Ava’s spirit of service shines
brightly.

What’s most remarkable about
Ava is her personal journey—from a
self-described shy, uncertain middle
schooler to a confident leader who
has found strength through sports,
service, and friendships. Her story

Rest In Peace, God Speed Danny McCarthy

0-B—f-E-R-V-E-R

is one of transformation, resilience,

and inspiration.

Ava Cuffari has already made an

enormous impact at Lakewood High

School—and there's no doubt she’ll

continue to do so wherever she goes
next. We’re proud to support her as

she steps into her next chapter. She
has been awarded the LREF Class of

1961 Legacy Scholarship.
Congratulations, Aval
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Campaign Kickoff Fundraiser Party!

Mars Bar - Thursday July 31* 6-8pm

Join friends & neighbors to support Kyle &
build a Lakewood that listens, includes, and
moves forward together!

Great food, drinks, kid-friendly menu,

and a welcoming community vibe!

www.KyleForLakewood.com
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with award winning pizza, calzme, e Calzones *  Wings

stromboli, subs, pasta, wings, and salads. s  Siromboli = Appetizers

Whether carryoul or delivery, we provide 2 Sal‘ads ® Df"mm

your fumily with the freshest of toppings * Pasta * Dinners
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recipe and freshly grated blend of mozzarella e

:tprmmﬂu ch:?n. y;.‘c provide & great pizza 15603 Detroit Ave
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Call us at 216-221-6633
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LAKEWOOD’S HEALTH

How To Keep Your Family Safe Around Water This Summer

by Elizabeth Krupa

After weeks of waiting, summer in
Northeast Ohio arrived in full force.
And even though our hottest days
might be behind us, there’s still plenty
of summer fun left to squeeze in before
the start of school.

Water play can be one of the best
parts of summer. It’s incredibly attrac-
tive to children, especially toddlers.
Children love to explore.

But water also comes with risks.
Drowning is the leading cause of death
for children under 4 years old in the
United States. It can happen within
seconds or minutes, with no screaming
or a lot of splashing.

Drowning is silent and fast, and not
always at a pool. A hike near an open
body of water can quickly turn deadly.

That’s why it is important that
you play it safe when it comes to water,
whether it’s in a private or commu-
nity pool, the Cleveland Metroparks
beaches, or streams and lakes.

Constant supervision around
water is non-negotiable. Be especially
alert when:

+ Kids are near home pools —
including inflatable kiddie pools and
hot tubs — even if they’re not supposed
to be swimming

+ Exploring parks, trails, or any-
where with ponds or rivers

+ Older kids are swimming in lakes
or oceans with unpredictable currents

Water safety isn’t just one action
— it’s a system of precautions. Experts
call it the “Swiss cheese model;” no
layer is perfect, but together they make
swimming safer.

Elizabeth Krupa, MD, is a pediatri-
cian at MetroHealth Ohio City Health
Center.

Follow the model’s five key pre-
cautions:

+ Designate an adult water watcher
(or several adults in shifts) who isn’t
using phones or consuming alcohol, to
constantly watch children, regardless
of whether they know how to swim.

+ Introduce children to swimming
lessons. Look for courses through the
local American Red Cross or your local
public swimming pool. Some classes
take children as young as 1 year old.

+ Make children wear U.S. Coast
Guard-approved life jackets on boats or
in open water. Floaties (which are often
banned at beaches) are not a substitute
for a life jacket or swimming ability.

+ Avoid blue swimsuits, which are
hard to see under the water’s surface.
Instead, choose bright colors (like neon
orange, neon green or pink) that are
easy to see underwater.

LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal & Public Notice Please be advised, Antonio McCladdie El, GRANTEE — EXECUTOR —

+ Secure home pools. A pool
fence should be at least 4 feet tall, not
climbable, and enclosed on all sides.
Gates should swing outward, making
it harder for toddlers to push open.
Install pool surface alarms and door/
window alarms for added protec-
tion. Anything that invites climbing
or jumping over fences (toys, ladders,
etc.) should be removed. Drain water
after each use.

Older kids may feel more confi-
dent around water, but they still need
clear boundaries:

+ Always swim with a buddy—
never alone.

+ Choose safe, designated swim-
ming areas.

« Don’t swim after dark or after
drinking alcohol.

+ Watch for chilly water or chang-
ing temperatures, especially in lakes or
oceans.

Be & part of Hhe iferaving canre

rederoestiood org | 4800 1E

Join us and help save up to 3 lives at a community blood drive
Schedule an appointment on-line, call, or download the Red Cross Blood Donor App

% Seventh-day

Adventist Church
A | EWODD

Please park in
Kaufmann Parking lot

1382 Arthur Avenue, Lakewood, OH 44107 (enter through school glass doors)

The need is constant. The gratification is instant. Give blood.

O CROS

Water safety also means protect-
ing your child (and yourself) from
harmful sun exposure.

+ Wear UV-protective clothing and
wide-brimmed hats.

+ No direct sun exposure for
infants.

+ Use broad-spectrum SPF 30+
or higher sunscreen every 2 hours (or
right after swimming) on children 9
months and older.

+ Stay in the shade or indoors from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. when the sun’s rays
are the strongest.

+ Remember: melanin-rich skin
still needs sun protection.

Ask your health care provider for
swimming and sun safety advice at
your next appointment.

Elizabeth Krupa, MD, is a pedi-
atrician at MetroHealth Ohio City
Health Center.

American Couumunit
Red Cross § Givia

Saturday
July 19, 2025
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

BENEFICIARY — NAME HOLDER, of Private Estate Office 12022 Detroit Avenue Lakewood,

Ohio 44107 Family Estate Holder of MCCLADDIE EL FAMILY Trust: Care of: 12022 Detroit
Avenue Lakewood, Ohio [44107] U.S.A. (is) doing business as, DBA: AMMEL LV
ENTERPRISES, ANTONIO M. MCCLADDIE EL, ANTONIO MCCLADDIE EL, ANTONIO
MARTEL MCCLADDIE EL, MCCLADDIE EL, ANTONIO MARTEL, ANTONIO MARTEL
MCCLADDIE, ANTONIO MCCLADDIE, MCCLADDIE, ANTONIO and any derivatives
thereof MAILING ADDRESS — 12022 Detroit Avenue Lakewood, OH [44107] U.S.A., THE
NATURE OF THE BUSINESS (IS) COMMERCE.

UNZIO's ¥
P ‘LE;W RUSCA “Best of Local Business”
Fresh Authentic Italian Cuisine Award Winning Pizza
Flzza = Pasta = Sandwiches = Salads = Wings 1990 - 35 Years in Business!

Let Us Cater Your Next Event

%Ja%w‘
(Y4

2 Locations To Serve You Best!
Cleveland and Parma

OPEN:
Monday - Thursday |PIZZA
4pm - 3am Plain

Delivery till 2:45 am 1item

2 Items
3 items
4 Items

Friday -Saturday

Small Medium Large PartyTray

6cut9”  8cut12" 12cut16” Half Sheet
$9.25 $10.75 $14.25 $15.25
$10.00 $11.75 $15.50 $17.00
$10.75 $12.75 $16.75 $18.75
$11.50 $13.75 $18.00 $20.50
$12.25 $14.75 $19.25 $22.50
$13.00 $15.75 $20.50 $24.00
$0.75 $1.00 $1.25 $1.75
$2.25 $2.75 $3.75 $4.75
$2.00 2.50 3.50 4.50

4pm - 3:30 Exteaoms
Delivery till 2:45 am :;;i:i;gm;;w
Sunday
2pm - 1am

Delivery till 12:45 am

Available items: Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onion, Green & Red Bell Peppers,
Anchovies, Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Beef, Pineapple,
Jalapefio Peppers Special Toppings: Artichoke Hearts, Fresh Tomato, Broccoli, and *Chicken

7020 Lorain Avenue * 216-631-4149 » nunziospizza.net

|

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

TRISTAN RADER

Ohio Statehouse District 13 - Cleveland ¢ Lakewood

(614) 466-5921

repl13@ohiohouse.gov

I‘_.i.r":] !.f};.i"f_.i Hie, IE{H-'

Ohio House of Representatives
77 Sauth High Street - Floor 10
Columbus, Ohio 43215

e _d
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LAKEWOOD SPORTS

Building Tennis Back Up In Lakewood

by A.J. Baumwell

When I moved into Lakewood in
2018 it was a goal of mine to get my
children interested in one of my child-
hood passions, tennis. I was fortunate
enough to play on a state winning
high school team back in Pittsburgh,
PA where I was raised. During my
undergrad at Penn State, I combined
my passion for working with kids and
teaching to become PTR (Professional
Tennis Registry) certified to teach/
coach tennis. I was excited about the
number of tennis courts Lakewood had
to offer but unfortunately it seemed
that one would need to travel outside of
Lakewood to find beginner classes.

With the initial goal of start-
ing some grassroots beginner classes
I developed a great partnership with
the Lakewood Recreation Department.
However, since starting my I-hour
classes a few years back with the Rec, I
saw the need/demand for a more inten-
sive youth program to really help kids

photo by Tony Hughes, tonyrhughes.com

Coach A.J. with members of his Lakewood Youth Tennis Camp.

learn the fundamentals of the game.
This past month I launched my first
ever Lakewood Youth Tennis camp
the week of June 23rd (which just hap-
pened to be the hottest week of the
year). From 9a - 12p Monday through
Friday, I was joined by a few helpers
(including two Lakewood High tennis

athletes) to focus on proper grips, foot-
work, forehands/backhands, volleys/
overheads, serves and an understand-
ing of how tennis is scored. The camp
even featured a demonstration of two
college level tennis players from Case
Western who visited to show off their
amazing hitting capabilities. A big

photo by Tony Hughes, tonyrhughes.com

thank you to Lakewood's own Geiger's
for pitching in t-shirts for everyone.
Coach A.]. is strongly considering
putting together a spring/fall middle
school tennis program to hopefully act
as a feeder into the highschool. Help
him reach this goal. Feel free to direct
any questions to AJB5035@gmail.com.

e M

| —

Learning the fundamentals.

Lakewood’s Team Regional Champs,

LAKEWOOD DENTAL GROUP

He_ad T_o State Tournament

o : i
Class 1 Regzonal Championship tztlefor Lorain County Hot Stove on Sunday, July
13. With the win, the team advances to the state tournament in Alliance. Tourna-
ment starts Saturday, July 19. If victorious, they’ll play for the state title on Sunday.
Good Luck Rangers!

RhaTa

1. CONVENIENCE..WE'LL SEE YOU IMMEDIATELY AND FIX YOUR PHHBI.EM.
2. PRICE..WE'RE AFFORDABLE AND WE WORK WITH YOUR INSURANCE.

3. TIME..WE KNOW YOUR TIME IS VALUABLE, WE DON'T KEEP YOU WAITING.
4. FEAR...NO NEED TO WORRY ABOUT PAIN, OUR WORK 1S DONE COMFORTABLY.
5. OUR PROMISE..WE STAND BEHIND ALL THE WORK WE DO.

CALL AND MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Ry
S

https://twomile.com/drone-services

|

F -

I.akewood Pools Are Open!

INFD - Madison Park Becks Pool

Safe and Professional * Insured * FAA Certified
Lakewood Local Business

Lakewaoond Park Foster Poal - INFD

Call or Text
(303) 589-2475

Roof/Gutter Inspection - $99
Lake Bluff Inspection - $99

* Aerial Inspection
* Aerial Photo/Video
* Drone Mapping/GIS

m&m

L W'ﬂlﬂlﬂm SRS
CORMLNITY
FECRENTHR & ETHLCATRON
DEFARTMENT

14100 Franklin Blvd. OH 44107 # (216) 529-4081

recreation.lakewoodcityschools.org
follow us on facebook.com/lkwdrec ® twitter.com/lkwdrec
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Letter To The Editor

Great Schools, Great Community

by Todd Phillips

Lakewood is thriving. This com-
munity has long been a wonderful,
diverse place, and it will continue to be
so if we take care of Lakewood and each
other. Most people reading this will
already know about the many fantastic
attributes Lakewood has to offer. If you
don’t, come check it out. It’s an incred-
ible place to visit, live, and raise a family.

One cornerstone of any com-
munity is a quality education system.
Successful  schools
things; among them are great students,
enthusiastic and committed teach-
ers, safe and functional facilities, and
staff and administrators who support
all stakeholders. I am confident and
pleased to say that Lakewood has these

require many

characteristics covered overwhelm-
ingly. Is there one characteristic that is
more critical than others? For me, it is
undeniably yes. It’s the community.

Parents and community members
who are engaged in a school system
ensure that strengthsare reinforced and
deficiencies are improved. A dynamic
community and defined process for
growth empowers student education
and development that is conducted in
a manner consistent with the needs
and desires of the community. I feel
very fortunate to say that Lakewood
demonstrates those attributes. The
staff and school board agree. The mis-
sion statement of the Lakewood City
Schools is the following:

In partnership with our families
and community, Lakewood City Schools
will develop responsible citizens, who
are critical and creative thinkers, com-
mitted to life-long learning, invested in

a diverse society, and prepared for tech-
nological and global opportunities.

It’s the teachers, staff, and school
board’s duty to consider and connect
the community with every aspect of
their daily actions. So, what happens
if that goes astray and community
engagement is lacking or is disjointed?
A less connected and involved com-
munity might let things slide, might
let things pass with the hope that our
elected representatives or someone else
will make things better.

Not in Lakewood. We see more
action and more connection from vari-
ous groups and individuals. This is being
demonstrated right now with the cur-
rent elementary school situation. I feel
strengthened to see the response from
fellow community members reinforcing
our strengths and leading our future.

Can it be better? Of course. Con-
tinuous process improvement does not
occur if it is not continuous, and that’s
the point. A community does not truly
exist if it does not work together, and it
is my belief that a school system is argu-
ably the most important aspect of a
community’s ability to sustain growth
and wellbeing for the long term. We
must continually work together.

Thank you to all parents and
community members for your end-
less energy and love that you dedicate
to your children and our schools. Wel-
come to those new to the community
or those looking to find a neighborly,
connected, walkable and bikeable life-
style unique to our region. You will
find our family walking to and from
school. I will be here when you need
me. We all will.

Lakewood High School Class Of 1947
A Swell Student

by Jeff Fritz
LAKEWOOD HIGH SCHOOL,
1947

You never know what you might
find at the Lakewood Library book sale.

I came across a yearbook that's more
than three-quarters of a century old.

The owner, a girl named Eleanor,
was very popular, as evidenced by the
100 autographs that filled every avail-
able space on the autograph pages.

A full thirty-percent of the sign-
ers described her as “swell.” That was
apparently the in adjective two years
after the war ended.

Since then, other words have become
more popular such as “groovy” and “awe-
some.” Maybe even “boffo,” which I found
among a list of synonyms for “swell.”

Okay, probably not “boffo.”

Eleanor was involved in Red Cross,
Latin Club, Violin Club, Public Speak-
ing, and was president of the Friendship
Organization.

I started to wonder what became
of such a swell person. Luckily I was
able to find the Lakewood High School
Alumni Directory from 1995 at another
Lakewood Library Book Sale.

I found that she had married,

acquired a new name, as was the custom
in those days, and did freelance work for
a small newspaper in Ada, Ohio.

Wondering where she went from
there, and if she was still alive, I went
to the Internet.

Sadly, I came across her obituary,
dated 2013. I learned that she had been
married for fifty years and was sur-
vived by her husband and two kids, a
son and a daughter.

Her accomplishments were listed in
her obituary. She graduated from Ohio
Wesleyan University and then worked
as a director for the YWCA. She was
active in AAUW, PEO, and Twice Ten,
whatever that is, and was listed in Who's
Who in America. She enjoyed traveling,
and was active in her church.

Allin all, a swell life.

Historical Lectures At Church Of The Ascension
Feature Lakewood’s French, Andrews,
And Hutchinson Famllles

by Corky Thacker

Mia Hutchinson Soosai, a descen-
dant, will discuss “The French and
Andrews Family in Lakewood His-
tory” on Wed., July 23 at 5:30 p.m. in
Ascension Hall, second floor of Church
of the Ascension, an Episcopal Church
located at 13216 Detroit Avenue. Their
large family-run farm was known in
Rockport and later Lakewood for the
production of fruit and specialized
flowers. After the death of her Civil
War veteran husband, Virginia French
Andrews, with the help of her sons,
kept the farm going. Several Lakewood
streets bear these family names, and
land that was donated by the family to
the city created Andrews Field, which
the city renamed Kauffman Park.

Jeff Hutchinson and Jennifer
Cauffield will discuss the prominent
Lakewood Hutchinson family, which
built freighters and were known in
Cleveland Society for their success-
ful endeavors. Their family home was
one of the great estates lost to time in
Lakewood. Smaller homes, designed
by Clarence Mack, still stand on the
Hutchinson estate on Edgewater Drive.
Pictures, old family films and stories
will be shared in the nave of the church
on Fri,, July 25 at 5:30 p.m.

These talks conclude a series of
historical lectures celebrating Church
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Virginia French Andrews

of the Ascension’s 150th Anniver-
sary. Founded in 1875, it is the oldest
continuously worshiping church in
Lakewood, and the French, Andrews,
and Hutchinson family names are
found all through the church records.
The events are free, and the public is
invited. For more information about
Church of the Ascension and other
upcoming activities, please visit www.
ascension-lakewood.org.

Corky Thacker is a novelist and a
parishioner at Church of the Ascension,
an Episcopal Church located at 13216
Detroit Avenue in Lakewood.

tUIURE ma

For adults diagnosed with Mental Health
or Substance Use Disorder

* Drop-In Center
* Peer Support Group
* Arts and Crafts Program

Recovery is a personal journey of
healing and transformation.

Phone: 216-251-8265

On Facebook @ futuredirectionscos
futuredirections@ameritech.net

2070 West 117th Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44111
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LAKEWOOD CARES

Meet John Noran
Lakewood’s Latest Centenarian

by Jim O’Bryan

I received a tip that one of our fellow
Lakewoodites was turning 100. I went to
visit our latest centenarian,

James Noran, age 99 and 320 days
old. Mr Noran was residing at O’Neill
Healthcare Lakewood this past year,
just a stone’s throw from his current
Lakewood home on Manor Park.

As T reached out to shake Mr.
Noran’s hand, I was taken aback by the
strength and steadiness. Looking into
his eyes, I could see the years, but also a
bright spark that comes with living life.

With Lakewood being the big tiny
town that it is, I probably know one of the
kids or grandkids. So I took these rare
minutes to speak with someone who had
seen so many things invented, and then
become obsolete.

The first thing he wanted me to
understand was that he had helped get
tennis courts at Lakewood High. This
was in part due to his love of tennis and
his personal success on the courts in col-
lege. His house is the only one I know of
with a full size clay court in the backyard!

The other fact he kept coming back
to was that 238 times he had legit brushes
with death. I chuckled and said, “BS.” He
smiled and started in: “Well there was
the time I was in a cathedral in France
during the war, and a bomb...”

As we continued speaking of his
100 years, he would stop, smile and say,
“Then there was the time I fell asleep and
woke up with a poisonous snake next to
my head where I was sleeping...”

I said, “Ok, that’s 2, maybe.” He
would talk of his family and life at
O’Neills then suddenly say, “Then there
was the time in the war...” I would say
that’s 3, then 4, then 5.

It is rare to run into a 70-80 year-old
with his amazing retention, and love for
telling stories. I personally look forward
to hearing the other 230 experiences over
the next couple of years.

Happy Birthday!

Then the Mayor showed up to give
John a special surprise.

A proclamation to honor and
recognize

Mr. John Noran on the occasion

Lakewood’s #1 choice
for inferior and exterior
painting

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.

THAT’S ALL WE DO!

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

|
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Mayor Meghan George sits with John Noran at O’Neill’s Healthcare Lakewood with
the Proclamation the City issued for him on his 100th trip around the sun.

of his 100th birthday.

WHEREAS, John Edward Noran
was born on July 13, 1925 in Chicago,
Illinois. He moved to Lakewood, Ohio
shortly thereafter and attended Taft
Elementary School, and graduated
from Rocky River High School; and,

WHEREAS, John was a PFC
assigned to the 104th Infantry Divi-
sion, the Timberwolves; fought across
France, Belgium, and Germany,earning
enough combat points in the European
Theater that he didnot have to enter
the Pacific Theater, and served out
the remainder of his Army career in
Southern California; and,

Whereas, For his military service,
John was awarded the Bronze Star, the
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, and a
divisional Presidential Citation for
actions taking over an industrial com-
plex in Germany; and,

WHEREAS, John earned his
degree from Muskingum University
and married his college sweetheart,
Lois McClarren, who thereafter moved
to Lakewood, worked as a Plant Man-
ager at the American Greeting Card
Company and then as Director of Main-
tenance for University Hospitals, where
he remained until his retirement; and,

WHEREAS, John
have four children: John FEric, James
Edward, Jerald Eugene, and Nancy,
as well as many grandchildren and
great-grandchildren; was an excel-

Home Alone
Pet S _ LC _

itting

and Lois

In Home Pet C

While You Are Away
Experienced

Veterinarian Technician

Bonded & Insured
216-548-1543
dimhokin@gmail.com

Homealonepetsitting.net

lent tennis player, a well-known soloist
in the Greater Cleveland area, and a
founding member of the West Shore
Chorale; and,

WHEREAS, John lived for many
years in his home on Manor Park
before moving to O’Neill Health Care
and has been a valued Lakewood resident
for decades.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Meghan F.
George, Mayor of the City of Lakewood,
do hereby deem it an honor and plea-
sure to extend this Proclamation to
Mr. John Noran for the occasion of his
100th birthday.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have
hereunto set my hand and caused the
Seal of the City of Lakewood to be
affixed this 11 th day of July 2025.

photos by Jim 0'Bryan

John’s birthday portrait.

John’s Army portrait

Below, John married his college sweet-
heart Lois, and together raised 4 children
on Manor Park: John Eric, James
Edward, Jerald Eugene and Nancy, and
so many grandchildren and great-grand-
children we can’t mention them all here!
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AROUND LAKEWOOD

A Bloom With A View:

Lakewood’s 4th Annual

GardenWalk Beqkns

by Melissa Kress

The countdown is on! In just a few
days, Lakewood will be in full bloom for
the 4th Annual GardenWalk Lakewood,
happening Saturday, July 19, from 10
AMto 4 PM.

This free, self-guided garden tour
is your passport to a day of discov-
ery, where you’ll stroll through vibrant
yards, meet fellow plant lovers, and soak
up the creativity of our community’s
most passionate gardeners.

Here’s how you can join the
fun:

Tour the gardens

Bring your friends, your family, or
just your curiosity. It’s a perfect day to
explore. Maps and routes are available
on GardenWalkLakewood.org.

Join our Social Media Scavenger
Hunt

While you explore the 4th Annual
GardenWalk Lakewood, snap photos
of the items listed on our social media
accounts and share them on Facebook
or Instagram with @gardenwalklake-
wood or #GWLKWD. Each tagged
post = 1 entry! The GWL Scavenger
Hunt runs from July 19 at 10 AM to
July 20 at 11:59 PM EDT. Five winners
will be chosen at random and notified
via private message.

Cheer on your neighbors

Know someone whose garden is a
part of the tour? Give them a shout-out

: Sl
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and stop by to admire their handiwork.

Pedal & Petal: Explore Lake-
wood’s Gardens by Bike

Thanks to our wonderful friends
at Bike
advocacy group for Lakewood cyclists
and a proud chapter of Bike Cleve-
land—your garden tour can take a
two-wheeled twist! Bike Lakewood has
created self-guided neighborhood bike
routes, all powered by Ride with GPS
that can be found on our website. So
hop on your bike, follow the path, and
let Bike Lakewood guide your journey.

Lakewood—a resident-led

Grab your sunhat and get ready for
a day full of inspiration, fresh air and
fun! Visit GardenWalkLakewood.org
for maps, details, and more.

Melissa Kress is a longtime
Lakewood resident who tries very hard
to garden (with mixed results) and is on

the board of GardenWalk Lakewood.

Lakewood Arts Festival

continued from page 1

seeds and buds, finished with her custom
pastel glazes. Kathy Oda, glass artist from
South Carolina creates large scale sculp-
tures by layering glass to create glowing
multi-dimensional installations.

This year’s stellar jewelry selection
includes hand forged timepieces and jew-
elry by Alexander Draven of The ExCB
and Mimi Antonetti of Nautilus Creations
of Pittsburgh. Utilizing steel, titanium,
copper and brass, Antonetti interprets
variations of European, Persian and Japa-
nese armor styles in her jewelry.

Live performance 1is another
aspect of original art to appreciate at
the Lakewood Arts Festival. Three
stages of live local music: Center City

Park Stage (Cook/Detroit), Andrews
Stage (Andrews/Detroit), and the NEW
Boombox Stage (Warren/Detroit). This
year’s performers include, Postsaga,
Gene Schwartz, Chris Allen, Country
Honk, Maura Rogers and The Bellows,
Opus 216, Moon Echo Garden and more.

Originally founded in 1978, the
Lakewood Arts Festival generates pro-
ceeds that fund local arts grants and
an annual scholarship for graduating
high school seniors from Lakewood,
continuing to art school. Additional
grants for arts funding include The
Beck Center, Lakewood High School
and more. To support scholarship giv-
ing, or for festival information visit

A,

? Lakewood Seventh-day Adventist

Community Service Center
1382 Arthur Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio 44107
Tuesdays 10am to Noon
Thursdays 5pm to 6:30pm
Please use glass doors entrance

Limited inventory for emergent needs
(clothing, hygiene supplies, etc.)

Please bring proof of family income
or other documentation of emergent need

Thank you for your donations of clean, bagged clothing placed in
the donations bin

www.lakewoodartsfest.org.
)
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FirstEnergy indicates it might be able to sort out Lakewood’s power issues by 2027
or so. Call PUCO, let them hear we are tired of 3rd world power at prime rates.

Updates On City Of Lakewood Efforts
City Pushes FirstEnergy For Solutions

continued from page 3

with oversight of public utilities — local
government has no direct power over
utilities, we can only advocate.

I am pleased to report that I
received a response from PUCO Chair
Jennifer French on July 1st which con-
firmed that PUCO had launched an
official investigation in response to the
joint letter. Chair French stated that
the PUCO Board Members “share and
appreciate the concerns outlined in
your letter [and] I take the concerns in
your letter very seriously [and] I can
assure you that the PUCO is engaged
in this important matter and we will
follow up.” I have continued to com-
municate with Chair French by phone
and email following her letter to keep
apprised of the process.

In addition to my direct outreach
to PUCO, I have been in direct contact
with Governor Mike DeWine’s office to
make him aware of the severity of the
issue. The Ohio Governor is charged
with appointing all members of PUCO,
so it is important that Governor DeW-
ine understands FirstEnergy’s failures.
I was appreciative that a member of
Governor DeWine’s team met with me
personally at City Hall last week to dis-
cuss this matter.

While PUCO pursues its investiga-
tion, the City of Lakewood is directly
pushing FirstEnergy to disclose the
source of the problem and take action.
On July 3rd, I spearheaded a meeting
at Lakewood City Hall where I along
with Cleveland City Councilman Brian
Kazy (Ward 16), Lakewood Council

Michael A. Bentley
Vice President, Investments
440.801.1629

Michael.Bentley@RaymondJames.com

JohnsonBentley.com

159 Crocker Park Blvd., Suite 390

Westlake, OH 44145

Raymond James & Associates, Inc Member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC

President Sarah Kepple, and State Rep-
resentative Tristan Rader held a session
with FirstEnergy decision makers to
demand swift action and long-term
solutions. During the meeting, First-
Energy acknowledged that the issues
do not stem from weather events, acci-
dents, or acts of god, but are instead
due to issues with their failing equip-
ment and infrastructure.

In response to demands for a plan
to solve the issues, FirstEnergy com-
mitted to over $3 million in repairs and
improvements to the substations serving
Lakewood and Cleveland, including the
replacement of a transformer and new
breakers. Unfortunately, they will not
commit to permanent fix until 2026 or
2027 which is completely unacceptable.

While their track recent record of
failing to provide reliable power to our
community does not give me much
faith, I left the meeting with clear com-
mitments from FirstEnergy that PUCO
can use to hold them accountable. We
will keep the pressure on FirstEnergy
to meet these commitments and con-
tinue following up with PUCO on their
own independent investigation of these
chronic power outages. I continue to
urge any of you that experience out-
ages to directly contact PUCO as well.
The more voices the better so they fully
grasp just how severe this problem has
become. 1 will keep our Lakewood
community updated on our progress
ongoing to address this situation.

CONTACT INFO FOR PUCO:
Call Center (800) 686-7826, https://
puco.ohio.gov/help-center/contact-us

JOHNSON | BENTLEY

WEALTH PARTNERS

RAYMOND JAMES

We are here for all
your financial
planning & wealth

management needs

. Financial Planning

« Investment Strategy

« Retirement Planning

« Portfolio Management

« Alternative Investments

« Educational Planning

« Estate and Trust Services

« Longevity Planning

. Corporate Retirement
Plan Consulting
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Meet Me At Cove:

Jean Smith,

“Sweet” On Gardening

by Nancy Feighan

Jean Smith, née Sweet, fell for
Cove’s Community Garden the
moment she heard about it after a
slow flow chair yoga class last year. She
instantly knew, “That’s where I'll be
next season.” Now she’s happily tend-
ing her raised bed and connecting
with fellow gardeners—including one
whose son went to school with hers.

A Cleveland native who spent child-
hood weekends with cousins in Lakewood
on Cranford Avenue, Jean always had a
soft spot for the city. In 1985, she made
it her permanent home. This year, her
Lakewood house will be featured on the
Lakewood Garden Club Walk—an honor
rooted in family tradition.

Gardening runs deep in Jean’s
family. Both her grandmothers were
avid gardeners who passed down natu-
ral, time-tested tips she still uses today:

+ Hand-weeding is best—gentle
and effective.

+ Keep ants away by mixing
crushed eggshells with cinnamon and
sprinkling around the plant base.

+ Deter squirrels, rabbits, and chip-

AROUND THE

Book your fundraisers and special events, with Us!\f g

W‘e'dnesday is $2 Taco Nig ht YR D
Mondays * BOGO * Black Anzus Bureers /"

18616 Detroit Aﬂnu
216.521.4413 » www.atccafe.com 4

munks with red pepper flakes.

+ Welcome the helpers—spiders
eat aphids, worms enrich the soil.

+ Cherish legacy plants—Jean
still grows her grandmother’s “Seven
Sisters” red rose, now thriving in
Lakewood for 40 years.

Jean also shared her love for gar-
dening with her preschool students at
"Growing in Faith," where they grew
veggies, flowers, and even beans in an
old sandbox. After 40+ years as an early
childhood educator,
tutoring bilingual and special needs
students at GiGi’s Playhouse, where she
was once named Tutor of the Month.
Once a teacher, always a teacher.

At Cove, Jean loves the intergen-
erational spirit. She now creates garden
pavers with youth from the H20 pro-
gram and says, “It’s a place where
young and old truly come together.”

With a heart as sweet as her name,
Jean keeps growing beauty, knowledge, and
community—one garden bed at a time.

Nancy Feighan is Project Special-
ist I, Department of Human Services,
City of Lakewood.

she continues
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'Best Brunch In Town :
| Saturday at 1 1am & Sunday at 9: Sﬂam
lBuv one brunch get the second half off. I

Bocce At Cove — League 1
Wrap Up & League 2 K|ckoff'

Bocce at Cove League 2 Meet & Greet. Their season runs from July 16 to September 3.

by Nancy Feighan

We just wrapped up an exciting
first session of Bocce at Cove—con-
gratulations to Bella Bocce Donne for
taking home the win! Their teamwork
and tosses were top-notch!

A big round of applause to the
other seven teams as well—their spirit,
sportsmanship, and fun energy made
League 1 lots of fun from start to finish.

To celebrate the season and kick
off League 2, we hosted a lively Meet
& Greet where new teams enjoyed
refreshments, mingled, and caught
the final games of the first session. The
energy was high, the snacks were tasty,
and the camaraderie was strong.

Here’s to another great season of
friendly competition and fun on the
bocce court—Ilet the good times roll!

Bocce at Cove Session 1
Champs!

Congratulations to Bella Bocce
Donne—this season’s winning team!
Pictured left to right: Dana Sorge,
Melissa Eisel, Wendylee DiMario,
and Megan Mars

Honest & Reliable Since 1976

ADELIO’S

SEWERS » DRAINS
WATERPROOFING

We specialize in old homes with unique layouts
including homes built in the early 1900's

Exterior Waterproofing ® Sewer Cleaning & Repair
Foundational Repair ® French/Trench Drains
Catch Basin Repairs & Morel!

adelioscontracting.com

(440) 9432233
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Carabel Beauty Salon & Store

Full Service Salon For

(Recipe for a pretty summer:) _Females 0f AL Ages
1. Proper shampoo for a clean scalp

2. Hair ends trimmed and shaped
3. Add flowers on headband or nlips‘.} -
4. Relax and look great. -

Tim Skettle, Technician
@ g, OPEN SATURDAYS
ey 216.226.5993

10% of f on Seniors Tuesdays
and Wednesdays

Follow L Oa Faceheok
B Sae Actiiiodies
el Wew [ daert!

Call for an appeintment for best service.
Free Private Parking. Check with |d or cash

The Smarter Way to Shop...
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Health

1ver Spogn Award

« Medicare o Shihond )
« Small Group E‘:}%J%
- Life Insurance o "’"‘3;:‘342 .}533
« Supplemental ﬁ" s e} & ton
. Long-Term Care =\

KITCHEN HOURS
MONDAY — THURSDAY — 4pM—10PM
FRIDAY — 4Ppv—10PM
SATURDAY — 12PM—-10PM
SUNDAY — 12PM—9PM
BAR IS OPEN LATER...

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY — FRIDAY 4 PM -6 PM

13362 MADISON AVE.

LAKEWOOD, OHIO + (216) 226-8828

| ;
Retirement vﬁ

Call today for your FREE QUOTE!
216-228-0765
www.clevelandinsurance.info
16506 Detroit Rd. Lakewood, OH 44107

Carl Lishing Licensed Insurance Agent

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency is the d/b/a, or assumed name, of Insphere Insurance Solutions, Inc. which
is licensed as an insurance agency in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Hot all agents are licensed to
sell all products. Service and product availability varies by state HMIADD0539

Are you facing a legal problem that impacts
Health? Housing? Family? Money? Employment?

Contact Legal Aid!

Browse legal information or apply for help 24/7 online: wwuw. lasclev.arg
Or, call 888.817.3777 during most business hours.

Legal Aid thanks the
Healthy Lakewood Foundation
Jor its outreach support!
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