THE

LAKEWOOD
OBSERVER

Lakewood’s Award Winning Citizen Journalism Project for 20+ Years ® In The Journalism Hall of Fame

“Take a quiet walk with Mother Nature, it will nurture
your mind, body and soul.” - Adam Daniel Williams

Volume 21,

Earns 21 Media Awards
LHS’ Lakewood Times

Honored

by Christine Gordillo

We are excited to announce
the impressive achievements of
the student journalists of The
Lakewood Times, who have
earned 21 honors overall in
the 2024-25 Ohio Scholastic
Media Association’s Awards.
Consistently ~ demonstrating

exceptional dedication and
talent, this year’s staff earned
honors for their compelling
stories, striking photographs,
thought-provoking  cartoons
and graphics, and meticulously
planned yearbook spreads and
stories. These awards celebrate
not only individual accomplish-
ments but also the collaborative
spirit and commitment to jour-

nalistic integrity that have

LAKEWOOD

TIMES

come to define The Lakewood
Times. We would like extend
a heartfelt thank you to our
editor-in-chief, Delano Yeung,
for his dedication to refin-
ing our articles for publication
and ensuring that our sto-
ries shine and resonate with
the Lakewood
Congratulations to all of our

community.

honorees for their remarkable

continued on page 6

Senior Earns National
Scholastic Art Ayvards

by Christine Gordillo
Lakewood High
Olive Rodemann has earned
the highest honor of being
named a national Gold Medal
the prestigious
Art & Writing
Awards! Olive was honored
for her photograph of a worker
at the West Side Market titled
“Meat Man.”
This competition is the

senior

winner in
Scholastic

nation’s longest-running and
most prestigious recognition
program for students in grades
7-12. More than 310,000 pieces

of art were submitted for the

contest and earning a national
award puts Olive in the top 1%
of participants.

Olive’s “Meat Man” image
was one of six Gold Keys she
earned at the regional level
judging of the competition.

Lakewood Project
Concert Set For May 10

by Christine Gordillo

The Lakewood Project will give its last performance of the
school year on Saturday, May 10 at 7 pm in the Civic Auditorium.
This year's spring concert is themed "Lakewood Project on Shuf-

fle" and will feature from a mix of genres such as classical, jazz,
funk, hard rock. metal, pop, classic rock and country. Visit www.
payschoolsevents.com to buy your tickets in advance.

Ticket pricing: Presale Student-$5

Pre Sale Adult- $8

Pre Sale Elementary/Middle School Student with Adult- $8
Pre Sale Family Ticket (2 Adults and 2 students/seniors)- $26
Presale Couple’s Ticket (2 Adults) - $16

Day of Student- $8
Day of Adult- $10

Day of Family ticket ((2 Adults and 2 students/seniors)- $35
Day of Couple’s Tickets (2 adults)- $20
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Superintendent Update:
The Elementary Planning Task Force

conclusions and key consider-

by Maggie Niedzwiecki
Superintendent, Lakewood
City Schools

At the Lakewood City
Schools, our strong sense of
community has always been
our foundation. We've over-
come challenges and celebrated
countless milestones. We are
once again coming together to
shape the future of our schools.

Since 2015, our district
has seen a decline of over 1,000
students. While our values of
close-knit neighborhoods and
walkable schools remain strong,
this shift has created challenges
for our elementary facilities.
Some schools are underutilized,
with capacity as low as 62%,
while others exceed 80%.

May 10th
Families And Kids
To Bike In Support
Of Elementary
Schools

by Jennifer Schlosser

Kids and families, join us
for a fun Family Bike Rally and
playdate at Madison Park on Sat-
urday, May 10, 12:30-2:30pm, to
show our support for keeping
Lakewood’s
hood elementary schools.

This event is hosted by
Preserve Lakewood Schools,
and all are welcome, whether
you bring a bike or not. Meet
us at the pavilion near the

seven neighbor-

playground, and:

« Decorate bikes, scooters,
strollers, wagons, and any-
thing else that moves in Purple
and Gold!

* Join the bike ride at
1:30pm! Ride, scoot, and move
any way you like on the path
around the park, to show our
support for our schools!

+ Create homemade signs,

continued from page 3

To address these challenges,
we formed the Elementary Plan-
ning Task Force in August 2024.
This dedicated group of educa-
tors, parents, and community
members has reviewed enroll-
ment trends, analyzed space
utilization, and explored sce-
narios to optimize our schools.
Along the way, we've sought
input through community con-
versations at each elementary
school and a community-wide
survey.

The Task Force identified
key priorities that reflect our
These
include minimizing walking

community’s values.

times, creating equitable class
sizes, avoiding students cross-
ing major thoroughfares, and
expanding preschool oppor-
tunities.

The last Task Force meeting
was held on Wednesday, April
30. After months of collabora-
tion and detailed data review,
the Task Force is finalizing its

ations, which will be presented
to the Board of Education at the
June 16, 2025, Board meeting.
My final recommendation to
the Board will follow in Septem-
ber 2025. In the meantime, we
will continue to monitor trends
and state legislation that could
impact these decisions.

I want to thank our Task
Force members and everyone
in the community who has
shared their feedback, ques-
tions, and insights along the
way. This partnership is what
makes Lakewood truly special.

You can continue to stay
informed by visiting our website
at  www.lakewoodcityschools.
org for updates, meeting recaps,
and, in June, the Task Force
Report. Navigate to the “Find
it Fast” menu at the top right of
the home page and select Ele-
mentary Planning Task Force.
Thank you for being a vital part
of our Lakewood community.

May 15th Through 18th
Lakewood Historical Society's
37th Annual Sale On The Grounds

by Robert Shimp

Is it an antiques and col-
lectibles shop? A vintage
clothing and jewelry store? An
estate sale? An art gallery? A
place for architectural salvage?
The Lakewood Historical Soci-
ety’s 37th annual Sale on the
Grounds is all of these!

Where else can you find
kitchen & barware, every-
day dishes, wutensils and
cookware, and probably the
largest accumulation of Pyrex
and Corningware in Lakewood
alongside vintage toys, games,
decorative items, fine lin-
crystal, China,
depression glass, collectibles,

ens, silver,

Hummels & Royal Doulton
figures, lawn & garden, plus

; =} piess QU
small furniture and archi-
tectural items fitting historic
homes all at bargain prices?
And even a huge selection of
unique artisan-crafted jewelry

by Marion McMuldren? Only

continued on page 9



Page 2

The Lakewood Observer Volume 21, Issue 09

May 7, 2025

THE PRESIDENT’S PAGE

Senior Savings Expansion

Hi Neighbors!

On Monday, Lakewood City
Council passed Ordinance 15-2025 to
expand the number of seniors and peo-
ple with disabilities eligible for the City
of Lakewood’s Homestead Exemption
discounts on water and sewer rates.
What is the City’s Homestead
Exemption for Water/Sewer?

The Homestead exemption is
a discount program through which
eligible participants pay 75% of the
standard water/sewer rate. This pro-
gram is separate from the Cuyahoga
County program of the same name and
requires a separate application.

Who is eligible for the Home-
stead Exemption?

Residents who meet all of the fol-
lowing qualifications are eligible:

« at least 65 years of age or disabled

+ who own and reside in their home

+ who have an adjusted gross
income of $40,000 or below
What has changed?

Prior to the passage of Ordinance
15-2025, the income threshold was
$35,000 and used gross income. With
the passage of the new ordinance, the
non-taxable portion of social security
benefits will no longer be considered as
part of income and this adjusted gross
income maximum has been expanded
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by Sarah Kepple
President of City Council/Council Person-At-Large
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SARAH KEPPLE

COUNCIL AT-LARGE

to $40,000. Currently about 325 house-
holds participate, and it is estimated that
this change will make an additional 100
households eligible, saving our seniors
and home owners who most need it an
estimated $480 per year.
How do residents apply?
Applicants may submit a copy of
their Federal Tax Return (1040 or 1040-
SR) or, for non-filers, official income
statements and an application form.
Typically new applications and renew-
als are due by April 30th of each year
in conjunction with the tax filing. Due

Y

61st Annual Spring Beneﬁt Concert

Saturday, May 24, 2025
3:00 p.m.
IMS Auditorium

5 $30.00 ages 18 & up
$15.00 ages 6 & up
5 & under FREE

6111 Archwood Road
Independence, Chio 44131

A www.singingangels. o’l"g
216.432.5555

to the passage of Ordinance 15-2025
expanding eligibility, the deadline has
been expanded to June. For more infor-
mation or to request a paper copy of the
application, please call 216.529.6820 and
choose Option 2 or visit:
https://www.lakewoodoh.gov/
accordions/homestead-exemption-2/

Mon, May 12

6:00pm Housing, Planning and
Development Committee

Mon, May 19

6:30pm Public Safety Committee

7:30pm Regular Meeting of
Council

Sign up for our email list to receive
agendas for upcoming meetings,
livestream meetings or watch past meet-
ings, and learn more about Council on

I was proud to co-sponsor this

. . our webpage: https://www.lakewoodoh.
ordinance with Mayor George and

} ) . gov/lakewood-city-council/
Vice President Baker, and I appreciate

the unanimous support of my coun-
cil colleagues to adopt this common
sense legislation as one piece of our
continuing efforts to address housing
affordability. It is worth noting that
this change was sparked by a resident
question. If you have an idea, ques-
tion, or concern, please share it! You
never know who else you might help.
Please join us for our upcoming
Lakewood City Council meetings:

LAKEWOOD
OBSERVER

Your Independent Source for Lakewood News & Opinion

Published twice a month with a current circulation of 10,000+ copies. The paper is made available
free of charge and can be found at over 100 business locations within the City of Lakewood and on
our website. The views and opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views
and opinions of the publisher and staff. Copyright 2024 + AGS/The Lakewood Observer, Inc. All
rights reserved. Any reproduction is forbidden without written permission.

The mission of the Lakewood Observer is to attract, articulate, and amplify civic
intelligence and community good will in the city of Lakewood and beyond.
Become an Observer!

The Lakewood Observer is a product of citizen journalism, which means it is a completely
community-written paper. We are looking for volunteer writers, photographers, designers, and
illustrators. It doesn’t matter if you're a professional or an amateur, our editorial staff will be glad
to help you through the process. Register to our Member Center at lakewoodobserver.com where
you can submit stories, press releases, letters to the editor, photos, cartoons, drawings, etc. No need
to register to post online calendar items or classified ads. Questions? Email our Editor-in-chief at
betsy@ lakewoodobserver.com..

www.lakewoodobserver.com

216.407-6818 OR 216.339.2531
PO BOX 770203, Lakewood, OH 44107

n Lakewood Observer

Upcoming Submission Deadline Publish Date
Friday, May 16, 2025 Wednesday, May 21, 2025
Friday, May 30, 2025 Wednesday, June 4, 2025
PUBLISHER EDITOR IN CHIEF ASSOCIATE EDITORS ADVERTISING
Debra O’Bryan Betsy Voinovich Emily Kompier Sales Manager
216.339.2531

ADVISORY BOARD - Heidi Hilty, Jeff Endress, Jim Crawford,
Debra O’Bryan, Jim O’Bryan, Steve Ott, Betsy Voinovich

ILLUSTRATIONS - Rob Masek, Jim O’Bryan,

PHOTOGRAPHY - Nancy Feighan, Christine Gordillo, Stephanie Jarosz,
Debra O’Bryan, and Robert Shimp

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS -

Jean Brinich, Lisa Calfee, Lynn Donaldson, Nancy Feighan, Mayor Meghan George,
Christine Gordillo, dr. Charles Greanoff, Stephanie Jarosz, Sarah Kepple,

Michael Lauer, Alaina McCourt, Maggie Niedzwiecki, Mitchell Robida,

John Rustad, Jennifer Schloser, Robert Shimp, Jeftrey Siebert,

Michael Skindell, and Eva Starr

The Lakewood Observer is produced by volunteers/residents of Lakewood.

If you'd like to help this history-making 19-year-old project continue to publish the words, stories and images of fellow
Lakewoodites follow the QR Code to the Member Center and sign up at www.lakewoodobserver.com/members.

If you’d like to advertise with us contact: production@lakewoodobserver.com.
Subscribe to the digital edition by sending a request to

thelakewoodobserver.digitalegmail.com with “SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line.
Isn’t it time you joined this effort to report community news while preserving our history?

Celebrating Over 19 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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THE MAYOR’S CORNER

The Blue Envelope Program

by Meghan George
Mayor/Safety Director, City of Lakewood

Safety always remains a top pri-
ority at City Hall, and Lakewood
continues to benefit from our highly
skilled, well-trained, and dedicated
Lakewood Police Department (LPD).
Ive written in the past about how our
police, led by Chief Kevin Fischer, con-
tinue LPD’s tradition of exploring and
adopting innovative policing policies
with a holistic view of safety. Some
examples of this approach include
LPD’s early adoption of crisis inter-
vention training; our Citizens’ Police
Academy; and the Safe Place Initiative.
Asboth Mayor and Safety Director, 'm
excited share information about the
Blue Envelope Program, LPD’s newest
initiative.

The Blue Envelope Program is
designed to help those with special
with officers
during motor vehicle operator inter-
actions. Individuals on the autism
spectrum or with other disabilities
can use the blue envelopes provided

needs communicate

to share documents and details on any
communication issues they may have
during encounters with officers. The

May 10th

program is seen as especially helpful
during stressful situations.

Blue Envelope participants keep
a photocopy of their driver’s license/
state ID, vehicle registration, and cur-
rent insurance card in the envelope,
which always stays in the car so it is
handy during discussions with LPD
officers. The envelopes also have info
and instructions for LPD officers
printed on them along with the partic-
ipant’s name, emergency contact, and
details about their specific needs.

LPD heard about the program
from two peer agencies
Cuyahoga County and adapted the
program to best serve Lakewood and
our region. The overarching goal is to
avoid and limit communications chal-
lenges and confusion that may occur
and de-escalate situations. LPD and
the City of Lakewood continue to look
for ways to keep Lakewood safe and
also friendly and welcoming to all.

outside

Families And Kids To Bike In
Support Of Elementary Schools

continued from page 1

decorations, create drawings, and write
messages in support of our schools, to
be shared with our school board!

Kids (and adults) who partici-
pate in the bike ride around the park
will receive a fun prize! Popsicles and
snacks to be provided.

Kick off Hike & Bike to School
Week (May 12-16) with purple and
gold decorated bikes to show your
school spirit!

Preserve Lakewood Schools is a

coalition of parents, residents, and
leaders in Lakewood, committed to
preventing the closure and repurpos-
ing of elementary schools by Lakewood
City Schools, and supporting the long-
term vitality of Lakewood’s public
schools.

Learn more at PreserveLake-
woodSchools.org.

Jennifer Schlosser is a Lakewood
resident, business owner, and parent of
two.

You get more at
O'Neill Healthcare
Assisted Living

Bay Vi ill

I want to commend Chief Fischer
and LPD Officer Melissa Mazor, one
of Lakewood’s Neighborhood Officers,
for leading the way in developing this
program for LPD and our city. It dem-
onstrates Lakewood’s continued focus
on law enforcement innovation and
caring for members of the community
who face challenges or may have added

stress when speaking with officers.

For those interested in the pro-
gram, materials can be picked up at
the Lakewood Police Department
(12650 Detroit Ave.), the Lakewood
Public Library branches (15425 Detroit
Ave. and 13229 Madison Ave.), and at
Lakewood Fire Station #1 (14601 Mad-
ison Ave.). For more information on the
program, please contact the Lakewood
Police Department nonemergency line
at: 216.521.6773.

Entry Level Firefighter And
Paramedics Exam May 31

from City Hall

The Lakewood Civil Service Com-
mission is conducting an exam for
Entry Level Firefighter/Paramedics on
Saturday, May 31, 2025. The applica-
tion period opens today. Visit https://
www.lakewoodoh.gov/city-conduct-

ing-exam-for.../ for more details on
how to apply.

APREWGG,
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Join Our Team!

Lakewood Clock Repair

CR® :|

15725 Madison Av, Lakewood

5. *Mechanical clock repair

LWD \ | W [l
| www.I:a'kewoodClockRepair.com

(216) 421-4201

e Watch battery replacement

5 *Inhome grandfather clock
Y, service

ONeillHC.com

= Spacious Assisted Living Apartments
» Gourmet, Chef-Designed Cuisine

« Large Walk-In Showers

« Utilities Included

» Recreation Programs

» Housekeeping & Laundry Services

» Premium Streaming Services

Bay Village

605 Bradley Road

Lakewood

13900 Detroit Avenue

North Olmsted

4800 Clague Road

North Ridgeville
38600 Center Ridge Road

Call or Text (216)386-6687 PN
to schedule a tour

ge | Fairview Park | Lakewood | Middleburg Heights | North Olmsted| North Ridgeville

Celebrating Over 19 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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LAKEWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY EVENTS

Upcoming Events

by Lisa Calfee

Presentation- Our Butterfly Heritage and How to
Preserve it with Dave Tomashefski

Wednesday, May 7, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.Main Library Auditorium

Discover how Ohio came to be at the intersection of diverse butterfly habitats,
about Ohio’s recent history of butterfly declines and discover practical tips for sup-
porting these species in your garden.

Terry Meehan Film Series- The Narrow Margin (1952)
Saturday, May 10, 2025 at6:00 p.m. (71 minutes)Main Library Auditorium
Hardboiled detective Walter Brown (Charles McGraw) is assigned to protect
a tough-as-nails gangster’s moll (Marie Windsor) from mobsters who want her
silenced.

Barbara Steffek-Hill Five-Star Matinee-
Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day (2008)
Sunday, May 11, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. (91 minutes) Main Library Auditorium
In pre-World War II London, a desperate middle-aged English governess
becomes entangled in the personal love life of a glamorous American entertainer.

Meet The Author- My Demon Wears A Crown by Cierra Young
Wednesday, May 14, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.Main Library Auditorium
My Demon Wears A Crown, soon to be a movie available on Lifetime, BET and
Amazon Prime, depicts the real-life journey of the author.

Presentation - The History of Indian Classical Music

by Sugata Chatterjee

Sunday, May 18, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. Main Library Auditorium

With words and song, Sugata Chatterjee will teach about the three historical
eras of Indian classical music: the Vedic age (when the Hindu scriptures, the Vedas,
were written in 500 B.C.), Medieval times and the present day.

Gordon Tower

liSurance.

14805 Detroi Ave Suide 300

call [m.[a}-'_j or a

-n 1 P e - et
Insurance knows the importance uf caring for your kids,
even when they get in one accident after another!
Don't let auto insurance needs get you down; ie'll
make sure you and your family have the begt
coverage for whatever life throws at you:

I_I‘

1861 6 Detrolt Avenue
216.521.4413 » www.atccafe.com

_________________________1

Best Brunch In Town |
: Saturday at 1 1am & Sunday at 9:30am '
lBuv one brunch get the second half off., I

AHILVY3

AHINNNA
AHIMNIHO

Book Club- All We Can Save: Truth, Courage and Solutions for
the Climate Crisis Facilitated by Dr. Mike Skladany C.S.U

Mondays: May 12, May 19, June 2, June 9, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. Main Library
Auditorium

For the sake of our current and future generations, and especially Mother
Earth, please join us and our notable guest speakers as we embark on an inclusive
march forward in addressing the most pressing issue of the twenty-first century.
Lakewood Public Library will be giving out free copies of All We Can Save while
supplies last.

Children’s And Youth Programs

by Jeffrey Siebert

Color Our World Summer Reading Club

Friday, May 9, 2025 through Monday, August 11, 2025

For all children and youth from birth up to those entering Twelfth grade.

Read for fun and rewards. Participants will be entered into weekly drawings
for prizes and gift cards. Readers can check in online or in person. Come to the
library and check in halfway through and receive a reward. All finishers select a
new book to keep.

Family Weekend Wonders

Main Library- Fridays and Saturdays at 10:30 a.m.

Madison Branch- Fridays at 10:30 a.m.

Drop in to the Library’s special weekend story time. Family Weekend Wonders
is offered every weekend throughout the year and features a different theme each
week followed by a craft. No registration is required.

Tail Waggin’ Tutors

Saturday, May 10,2025 11:00 am- 12:30 pm, Main Library Multipurpose Room

For School-Age Children.

Your child can bone up on their reading skills during a one-on-one session
in a dog-friendly atmosphere. Students can practice reading with one of the dogs
and owners that have been certified through Therapy Dogs International, an orga-
nization dedicated to regulating, testing and registering therapy dogs and their
volunteer handlers. Reading to a therapy dog can provide comfort, support and
happiness for self-conscious readers. No registration is required.

WOOD DENTAL GROUP

21 6 221 0300

5 Great Reasons To Call Us
1. CONVENIENGE..WE'LL SEE YOU IMMEDIATELY AND FIX YOUR PROBLEM.

2. PRICE_.WE'RE AFFORDABLE AND WE WORK WITH YOUR INSURANCE.

3. TIME..WE KNOW YOUR TIME IS VALUABLE, WE DON'T KEEP YOU WAITING.

4. FEAR_.NO NEED TO WORRY ABOUT PAIN, OUR WORK IS DONE COMFORTABLY.

5. OUR PROMISE..WE STAND BEHIND ALL THE WORK WE DO.

CALL AND MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Celebrating Over 19 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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LAKEWOOD SPORTS

Lakewood Beats St E_dwr

by Dr. Charles Greanoff E
Late (bottom 6th) in a tense Friday -
night rivalry game, with the game tied
at 2, Lakewood junior Drew Jones laced
a double off the right field wall, driving
in Cooper Russell with the go ahead
run. Nick Hart provided an insurance
run with another double, then Drew
Jones (yes, him again!) slammed the
door, pitching a scoreless 7th. Drew was
also the winning pitcher (3 innings,
1 run)---a stellar performance in an
unforgettable game. When Brady Long
calmly fielded a ground ball with 2 outs
in the 7th and threw it to first---to the
delight, and relief, of the many Ranger

Winning pitcher Drew Jones.

Lakewood won with a tried and
true formula--strong pitching (Leo
Soneson, who signed with Mount

fans in attendance--Lakewood secured
amuch earned 4-2 win over St Edward.
Drew also drove in Lakewood's second

in this case, elite defense. With one out
in the 7th, Riley Verderber fielded a
ball deep behind third and nipped the
flying Eagle with a laser to first. Short-
stop Cooper Russell, who sparked the
Ranger 6th inning Rally with a leadoff
single, was flawless, and made two fab-
ulous plays. Center fielder Luke Legato,
who drove in Lakewood's 1st run with
a first inning double (scoring Cooper)
coolly snagged a bases load drive to
snuff out a St. Ed's rally. Right fielder
Peter Checkett, who normally plays
infield, made several running catches.
Catcher Logan Ellis threw out a would
be stealer and was solid behind the
plate.

It took a great team effort to beat
the always tough Eagles. The words

d In Cross Town Matchup

"perfection” and "baseball”
belong in the same sentence. But there
were two perfections tonight--the
Lakewood defense and, pardon the cli-
che, the vibe. The vibe was created by a
beautiful, coolish, clear evening, a sup-
portive, energetic crowd that included
many Ranger Baseball alumni, and
of course our beautiful field. With
the field, PA announcer Ray Carr,
music between innings and the fans,
FNUTL at Lakewood Stadium cannot
be topped by any high school baseball

rarely

experience.

Congratulations to Coach Graves,
his staff, and the entire Lakewood
squad. The Lakewood Rangers are one
team, from one town, that give it their
all. Long Live Lakewood.

run with a first inning sacrifice fly. He
did not, however, cook the team meal.

Union today, started and allowed just
1 run in 4 innings), timely hitting and,

Lakewood Recreation Employment Opportunities:

Grant Celebrates Collecting More Than
300 Boxes Of Cereal For Donation

T
§ o R

Last week, Grant students and
staff celebrated collecting more than
300 boxes of cereal to be donated to
two nonprofits with an amazing dom-
ino cereal box event!

The event was organized by the
SMASH Collective at Grant, a group of
about 70 third-, fourth- and fifth-grad-
ers and their teachers who undertake
a variety of service projects for the
community - from cleaning up area
parks, to visiting nursing homes and
now providing food for the Lakewood

Charitable Assistance Corporation and
Friends in Tents FIT and Community
Outreach in Summit County.

Amazing work by our students
at Grant employing their Vision of a
Lakewood Ranger competencies for good!

American Red Cross

Give blovd. Heip save iives.
o e e o e o '|'+'|'+

44+ 4+

Blood Drive
Lakewood Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

1382 Arthur Ave. (Gym)
Lakewood, Ohio 44107
Saturday May 24 9a.m.-3 p.m

v

iy

= Give May 19 to 31 for Red Cross solar lantern Itd gty & 7%
i l chance & USA trip of choice! reblood.o &

"M.r'\c'n‘!:
s
1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | redcrossblood.org | Download the Blood Donor App

T
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lountain,_
Pizza & Subs’

&
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'ORDER ONLINE @ ROMANFOUNTA

Romam Fountain i one of the most

"8 ’

s R I At Roman Fountain you can find all your favontes:
pizzeria in
Lakewood, Ohio. Roman Fountain has .
heen serving up piecm since the mid 19500 * P”,:"’a = Squ
with award winning pizza, calzone, . C“lfm‘ *  Wings
stromboli, subs, pasta, wings, and salads. s Strombaoli s Appetizers
Whett o e o TRt s Salads e Desseris
your family with the freshest of toppings * Pasta *  Dinners
{“"“'zlﬁn:' ‘mﬂgﬂgﬁ}ggﬂﬂh To see our ment -:-rmupmsr ns please go Lo

: ; ; : www roman fountun.com
recipe and freshly grated blend of mozzarclla
& provolone cheese, we provide 4 great pizza ngBMII;LW
fot you and your Ganily Near the comer of Lakeland Ave

Call us at 216-221-6633

Adult Softball Field Supervisor

by Mitchell Robida

The Community Recreation and
Education Department has employ-
ment opportunities for the Adult
Softball-Field Supervisor position. The
Adult Softball-Field Supervisor is the
direct representative of the Lakewood
Board of Education and the Lakewood
City Schools Community Recreation &
Education Department during Adult
Softball Games.

The primary duties and responsi-
bilities include, but not limited to, the
monitoring and managing of adult soft-
ball games at multiple fields in the the
City of Lakewood, ensuring the safety
and well-being of all participants.

The ideal candidate for the posi-
tion of Adult Softball-Field Supervisor
will have a basic knowledge of softball

@ Serving Northern Ohio's
Ing’Indian Lunch Buffet & Fine Dining

and of City of Lakewood fields and
facilities. They will have the ability
to establish priorities and work inde-
pendently, without direct supervision.
This position is part time, approxi-
mately 15-20 hours a week, nights and
weekends are required.

Interested  candidates  should
submit an Employment Application,
which is available at www.recreation.
lakewoodcityschools.org under Find It
Fast-Part Time Jobs, to: The Lakewood
City Schools Community Recre-

ation and Education Department, c/o
Mitchell Robida, 14100 Franklin Blvd.,
Lakewood, OH 44107.

Mitchell Robida is the Athletic
Coordinator for the Lakewood City
Schools Community Recreation & Edu-
cation Department.

Open Daily
11:30 am - 2:30 pm $16.95 Brunch or Lunch off Menu
4:30pm - 9:30pm - Award winning Dinner Menu
18405 Detroit Avenue © 216-221-0676

www.indiagardencleveland.com
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Mayor:Gege Inspires

Garfield's ROX Girls' Group

by Christine Gordillo

Mayor George came to visit Gar-
field's ROX Girls' Group last week,
where she shared some of the chal-
lenges and obstacles she faced growing
up and how she overcame them.

She also talked about her school-
ing, career choices, and the challenges
she faces in her leadership role as a
woman mayor.

She answered the girls' questions
and encouraged them to work hard in
all they do and strive to be anything
they choose in life

Her empowering message: Noth-
ing should stand in their way! The girls
and the mayor wrapped up the inspir-
ing visit with some special ROX cookies.

Thank you, Mayor George!

District Makes Strides In Its
Attendance Efforts

by Christine Gordillo

The Lakewood City Schools is wind-
ing down its first year as a member of the
Cleveland Browns "Stay in the Game
Attendance Network" (SITG) and its
second year of convening a District Level
Attendance Team, as the District contin-
ues its shift from a reactive to proactive
approach to student attendance.

The attendance teams met regu-
larly (each building has a team) to

Earns 21 Media Awards

dig into up-to-date data and develop
strategies on how to address chronic
absenteeism (absent 10% or more of
school time) and support families fac-
ing attendance issues. Some successes
from the District Level Attendance
Team include more robust direct com-
munication with families; identifying
the foundations of what encourages
continued online at:
lakewoodobserver.com

LHS’ Lakewood Times Honored

continued from page 1

contributions!

Abigail Kovach & Abriana Heinz:
Honorable Mention: “Congresswoman
Shontel Brown Headlines Women in Pol-
itics Forum at Lakewood High School”

ElainaPurcell & Teddie Bruening:
Honorable Mention: “Unconditional
Love From Furry Friends”

Fallon Austin: Honorable Men-
tion: “Building a Greener Future: All
About Keep Lakewood Beautiful”

Fallon Austin: Excellent: “Spooky
to Sustainable: The Lakewood Pump-
kin Compost”

Mia Dugan: Excellent:
Annual Fall Festival”

Alice Paynter: Excellent: “Lake-
wood’s Solstice Steps: A Staircase to
Community and Progress”

Olive Rodemann & Vincent Shell:
Excellent: “Trend Upcycling and the
Secret World of Antiques”

Lyla Parkison: Superior: “Your
Vote Matters”

Ava Schmoldt: Superior: “What Sets
the Cleveland Museum of Art Apart”

Madi Twining: Superior: The
Accessory

Bailey Dussault: Honorable Men-
tion: The Eclectic

Sophia Schelgunov & Kylee Zingale:

“First

LAKEWOOD

TIMES

Honorable Mention: “Humble and Hun-
gry for Competition: The Rangers Boys’
Basketball Team Defeats the Rockets and
Stay Undefeated in the CWC”

Teddie Bruening & Elaina Pur-
cell: “Revive Your One and Only Body”

Vincent Shell: Excellent: “Luigi
Mangione’s Walk of Shame Turned
Walk of Fame”

Vincent Shell: Honorable Men-
tion: Feature Graphic

Olive Rodemann:
Mention: Feature Photo

Zoe Payton: Honorable Mention:
Sports Photo

Abriana Heinz: Honorable Men-
tion: Girls Tennis feature story 2024-25
Yearbook

Madison Comer: Honorable
Mention: Girls Soccer Spread 2024-25
Yearbook

Sebastian Shafer: Honorable Men-
tion: Feature Photo 2024-25 Yearbook

Sebastian Shafer: Superior: Sports
Photo 2024-25 Yearbook

Honorable

Rotary Honors Career
Tech Students

by Lynn Donaldson

On April 7, the Rotary Club of
Lakewood and Rocky River hosted the
27th annual West Shore Career-Techni-
cal District Outstanding Student Awards
at its weekly luncheon. The 16 recipients
were honored for their dedication, lead-
ership, and accomplishments in their
career-technical programs

Each award recipient is auto-

matically  nominated for  the

“Career-Technical Student of the Year”
award, which will be announced later
in the school year at the annual Career
Passport Assembly.

The 2024-25 Outstanding Stu-
dent Award recipients are: Mihai

West Shore Career-Technical District Outstanding Student Award recipients

Bogdan-Chindea, business manage-
ment; Charieon Doxley, T.E.A.C.H. /
ECE; Naya Fayad, medical professions;
James Gollon, Project Lead the Way
- engineering; Titus McAlvey, auto
technology; Zayna Muntaser, nursing
foundations; Gary Pandos, construc-
tion trades;

Elaina Purcell, sports and exercise
science; Olive Rodemann, media art
and design; Andi Sadiku, community
based - O'Neill; Bryce Sandoval, theatre
arts; Harper Washio, community based
- Gordon Food Service; Ameera West-
brooks, electronic engineering; Brynn
Wolfgram, culinary arts; and Danari
Woods, networking with cybersecurity.

honored by the Rotary Club of Lakewood and Rocky River on April 7 were joined
by school administrators from Lakewood, Bay Village, and Westlake at the awards

ceremony.

Madison Park’s Becks Pool Opens June 3rd
Lakewood Park’s Foster Pool Opens June 10th

i by

Swim lesson registraticlans start' May/1

Dive in to Lakewoods public pools this summer. Both Foster and Madison Pools

i

3th}

are managed by the Recreation Department and owned by the City of Lakewood.
Both pools, and parks offer unique fun experiences for all members of the family!
This summer don't miss out on all the cool fun!

DAILY ADMISSION

Age Resident Non-Resident
2 & under™  free with paid adult  free with paid adult
3-5 $2 $5
6-17 $5 $10
18 - 59 $7 $11
60 + $2 $6

Pool passes go on sale May 6th

SEASON PASSES

Age Resident Non-Resident
2 & under free with paid adult  free with paid adult
3-5 $10 $90
60+ $10 $90
1 person $70 $130
2 people $110 $200
3 people $150 $270
Family of 4+ $190

LAKIROCHD CITY SCHOOLS
COAMMUNITY
ERCREATION & FINCATION
DEPARTAEXNT

INFO - Madison Park Becks Pool

Lakewood Park Foster Pool - INFO

14100 Franklin Blvd. OH 44107 e (216) 529-4081

recreation.lakewoodcityschools.org
follow us on facebook.com/lkwdrec ® twitter.com/lkwdrec
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To The Lakewood City School District:
What Is Our Long Range Plan?

by Alaina McCourt

Historically, =~ Lakewood  City
Schools has prioritized students, teach-
ers, and families. In fact, the district
spent $100 million dollars to rebuild
three elementary schools just 12 years
ago. As is true for many Lakewood
families, the primary deciding factor
for us when we decided to purchase a
home in Lakewood was the walkable,
new elementary schools. We live within
walking distance to Lincoln Elemen-
tary School, which opened only 9 years
ago in 2016. Now, only a few years
after purchasing our home, we are
being told that this brand new beauti-
ful school building which is supposed
to last another 40 years may be closed
or repurposed next year. My family has
been to the meetings, watched the pre-
sentations, and we are still left with a
lack of understanding as to what the
true direction of the Lakewood Public
School System is.

We’ve read the most recent stra-
tegic plan as of 2022, and closing and
repurposing school buildings is not
mentioned anywhere. In fact, clos-
ing or repurposing schools seems to be
entirely counter to many of the objec-
tives stated in the strategic plan. So I
ask you, Lakewood City School District
and community members, are we truly
striving to be a great school district? Do
we want the very best educational out-
comes for our students above all else?
Do we want to improve teacher morale
in order to retain the most highly quali-
fied and effective teachers? Do we want
to continue growing our student popu-
lation and attracting families to join
our school district to increase enroll-
ment? Because the short-sighted actions
being proposed by the district admin-
istration will have direct and serious
consequences on those goals and will do
irreparable harm to our school district.

Closing or repurposing school
buildings is a short term solution that
doesn’t come close to covering the finan-
cial deficit we find ourselves in. The
projected savings stated by the Superin-
tendent and Treasurer is approximately
$500,000 per year. However, the Trea-
surer’s own presentation indicates a

projected net loss of $6 million for
2026 and $13 million for 2028. Per the
treasurer, even if we close or repurpose
one or two schools, we will absolutely
still require a substantial levy in 2026
to balance the budget. And closing or
repurposing schools will have addi-
tional serious consequences including...

+ An annihilation of trust between
community members and the dis-
trict, which sought voter support for a
$50 million bond just 12 years ago to
rebuild the very elementary buildings
now being considered for closure.

+ The complete destruction of our
school district’s walkability, a trait that
is one of our greatest strengths and one
that attracts new families and boosts
enrollment.

+ The loss of additional students
who will choose to take vouchers and
enroll in private schools.

+ Increased absenteeism among
our most at-risk students, who lack
access to a family-owned vehicle or
other transportation.

+ Negative financial impact on
community members as property val-
ues decline with the loss of walkable
school buildings.

+ And perhaps, most importantly,
the social-emotional harm that will be
inflicted on hundreds of children who
will lose their elementary schools and
the connections they have established
with their school, teachers, and peers.

The sentiment shared by myself
and thousands of other Lakewood resi-
dents who have signed the petition on
Change.org is that these costs to the
overall quality of our school district
are not worth the savings presented.
The decision to close or repurpose new
schools that the district invested $100
million in constructing merely 9 years
ago will completely erode trust and sup-
port with the very community members
needed to pass the new levy in 2026.
And this decision is being proposed at
a moment when the enrollment in the
elementary schools has increased 3%
over the last few years, which we would
expect to continue over the next several
years eventually leading to increased
enrollment in our middle schools and

high school. Choosing to close or repur-
pose elementary buildings now will
inflict irreparable damage to our school
district’s reputation, discouraging new
families from continuing to move to
Lakewood to attend our schools.

If we truly want the Lakewood City
School District to be a great school dis-

trict for many years to come, we need
to invest in our elementary program to
encourage continued growth that will,
over time, make its way to our middle
and high schools. We need to main-

continued online at:
lakewoodobserver.com

Neighborhoods Have Sidewalks,
Not Multi-Use Paths

by John Rustad

Like the residents of all neighborhood streets in Lakewood, Bunts Rd. residents
enjoy their neighborhood. People walk to each other's homes to visit. We push
infants in strollers, take toddlers for walks so they can learn about their neigh-
borhood. Those toddlers learn to ride tricycles, then bikes with training wheels,
and finally 2 wheel bikes. Kids run to a friend's house to play. Residents walk their
dogs. Residents go for daily walks. While walking we often stop to talk to neighbors
working in their yards. As 47-year residents of Bunts we have watched a couple of
generations experience these activities.

The city is currently finalizing plans for a major street renovation. The exist-
ing storm sewers and watermains are being replaced. In addition to these necessary
upgrades, the city has decided to add a 10 foot wide multi-use path on the west side
of the street. That path will replace the existing sidewalk and take up an additional
5 feet of the existing tree lawn. Removing that 5 feet of tree lawn will result in the
removal of nearly every single tree on the west side. Lakewood's tree canopy will be
adversely affected.

Our neighborhood will have an unnecessary 10 foot wide heat inducing nui-
sance rather than our friendly residential feel. That "multi-use" path will negatively
impact all the activities outlined above.

Safely entering and exiting our driveways will become more difficult. Not only
will residents continue to look for 2- way traffic on the street, they will need to be
concerned with 2-way traffic on the path.

Common sense and reason indicate that the proposed path should not be built.

John and Debbie Rustad are 47 year Lakewood residents.

GREEK SPECIALITIES & MUCH MORE!

DESPINAS

BAKERY

HOURS OF OPERATION
TUESDAY - FRIDAY 8:30AM = 2:30PM
SATURDAY 8:30AM — 3:00 PM

216.801.4294 (Store) 216.269.7272 (Cell)
despinashakery.com despinashakery@gmail.com

11823 DETROIT AVE., IAKEWOOD, OH

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

_.____:, TRISTAN RADER

C¥io Starebowse Mearice 15 - Clevalawa oF Labrwrsad

Fridays

UPDATED 11

Join us for “Coffee with Rep. Rader”

May 2, 9-11am (Date Change) Civilization

2366 W. 11th 5t Cleveland

Rootr Café
Kofhe Café

May 30, 10am-12pm
une 27, 9-1lam

July 12, 10am-12pm
July 26, 10am-12pm
(614) 466-5921

repl13@ohiohouse.gov

Panera Lakewood
Floressa Calé

l‘.i.r'{l !.ﬂf.i"f_.i Hie, Fov

Summer Saturdays

15118 Dertroit Ave. Lakewood
2517 Market Ave. Cleveland

14701 Detroit Ave. Lakewood
3328 W. 33rd St. Cleveland
Ohio House of Representatives
77 South High Street - Floor 10
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Pald for by Friends of Tristan RaderT

Celebrating Over 19 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Cats Seeking Forever Homes!

Denali

by Stephanie Jarosz

Meet Denali! This sweet 4-year-old
domestic shorthair boy has blossomed
from a timid shelter arrival into an
affectionate companion who greets visi-
tors with eager meows! Now a playful
and loving guy, Denali is ready to find
his forever home where he can finally be
the free spirit he was always meant to be.

Visit Denali, and the other ani-
mals at the Lakewood Animal Shelter
located at 1299 Metropark Drive, just
past the Dog Park. Contact the shelter
at (216) 529-5020.

Lakewood Animal Shelter hours:
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday
through Saturday, closed on Sundays.

TOWARD PERSONS WITH ESAS?

WHAT KIND OF ANIMALS ARE
PROTECTED?

Service animals and emotional support animals
are protected under fair housing laws. There are
animals that help with disabilities to fully use
and enjoy their homes. A letter from a doctor,
counselor, etc. is all that is needed to classify an
animal as an emotional support animal. For ex-
ample, a doctor may explain that a dog helps
calm a person who suffers from an emotional
impairment.

and required shots.

HOUSING DISCRIMINATION AND
EMOTIONAL SUPPORT ANIMALS

Fair housing laws protect persons who have emotional support animals which help to ameliorate the impact of
their emotional disabilities. This means that persons who have emotional support animals cannot be subjected
to discrimination and that a housing provider must make reasonable accommodations in their pet policies to
allow disabled persons who have emotional support animals (ESAs) to live in their housing.

WHAT ARE SOME EXAMPLES OF DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION

o Charging fees or deposits that apply to emotional support animals.
o Applying pet rules, such as breed, weight, or size restrictions to emotional support animals.
o Restricting to certain building entrances, walks, or floors.

o Conditioning allowing an ESA on whether a person agrees that the housing provider can rescind the
approval of the ESA at anytime at the discretion of the housing provider.

WHAT RESTRICTIONS CAN HOUSING PROVIDERS PLACE ON ESAS?

Housing providers are permitted to request medical documentation from a disabled person to show the need
for an emotional support animal. In addition, they can require that animals such as dogs have a valid license

(==

FAIR HOUSING ADVOCATES ASSOCIATION
520 S. Main Street #2554
Akron, OH 44311-1010
(330) 253-2450

This message is shared by the Citi-
zens Committee for Lakewood's Animals
and Shelter (CCLAS), an all-volunteer
nonprofit dedicated to protecting and
improvingthelives of Lakewood's compan-
ion animals. CCLAS provides financial
aid and resources to the Lakewood Ani-
mal Shelter, ensuring quality care for
abandoned, orphaned, sick, and injured
animals. We also promote pet adoptions
and advocate for animal welfare through
community outreach and education.
CCLAS is committed to treating animals
with empathy, kindness, and respect, rec-
ognizing their capacity to experience pain,
suffering, and a range of emotions. Learn
more at cclas.org.

ARE ESAS THE SAME AS SERVICE
ANIMALS?

No. Service animals are trained to perform a
specific task for a disabled person (e.g. guide
dog), while ESAs do not have to be trained to
perform any specific task. Fair housing law
requires that housing providers allow both
ESAs and service animals.

Cardiologist Ashoka Nautiyal, M.D.,

Announces His Retirement
by Michael Skindell

In a recent letter to his patients,
area Cardiologist and Lakewood com-
munity member Ashoka Nautiyal, M.D.
announced that he is retiring on May 1st
after nearly 60 years of medical practice.

Over the years, Ashoka Nautiyal
was the cardiologist to many Lakewood
residents.

In his letter, Dr. Nautiyal noted: “It
is difficult to bid farewell to a profes-
sion that I have dedicated my life to.”
He added, “It has been a honor and
great privilege to have served as your
cardiologist, and I am grateful for the
relationship we have built.”

Dr. Ashoka Nautiyal, M.D., is a
cardiologist in Westlake, Ohio, and Fellowship in 1980. He is a Fellow of the
has nearly 60 years of experience in
the medical field. Dr. Nautiyal has
specialized in the areas of Cardiovas-

Ashoka Nautiyal, cardiologist to many
Lakewood residents.

American College of Cardiology and a
Fellow of the Society for Cardiovascu-

lar Angiography and Interventions. Dr.

cular Disease & Internal Medicine and Nautiyal has been affiliated with medi-

has extensive experience in Interven- cal facilities such as Cleveland Clinic,

tional Cardiac Procedures. Dr. Ashoka Fairview Hospital, University Hospital

Nautiyal received his undergraduate  gin¢ John Medical Center and Fire-

education at the prestigious La Mar-  [214¢ Regional Medical Center.
tiniere College, Lucknow, India, and Ashoka Nautiyal and his wife

his medical education from the Armed
Forces Medical College, Pune, India.
He completed his internship and resi-
dency in internal medicine at Cook
County Hospital, Chicago, Illinois, and
graduated from the Cleveland Clinic
Foundation Cardiovascular Medicine

Melissa have been a part of the
Lakewood community for more than
20 years, where they raised their two
children. In his announcement, Dr.
Nautiyal stated: “I look forward to
committing to family life and new

opportunities that may lie ahead.”

k.
et
e 4

€

A non-profit peer wellness center
For adults diagnosed with Mental Health
or Substance Use Disorder
* Drop-In Center
* Peer Support Group
* Arts and Crafts Program

Recovery is a personal journey of
healing and transformation.

Phone: 216-251-8265

On Facehook @ futuredirectionscos
futuredirections@ameritech.net

2070 West 117th Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44111
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Letter To The Editor

Executive Order 9066

by Michael Lauver

Did we not learn that due process
is absolute once an immigrant sets foot
on American soil? Executive Order 9066,
which President Franklin D. Roosevelt
signed in February 1942, authorized the
mass removal and internment of Japa-
nese Americans from their homes and
businesseslocated on the West Coast dur-
ing World War II. This action, motivated
by apprehensions regarding potential
espionage following the attack on Pearl
Harbor, resulted in the incarceration
of over 120,000 Japanese Americans in
internment camps, notwithstanding
the absence of any evidence support-
ing claims of espionage or treason. The
significance of the order resides in its
infringement upon civil rights, the dis-
criminatory targeting of a specific ethnic
group, and its enduring ramifications for
the Japanese American community.

The internment resulted in a sub-
stantial loss of property, businesses, and
residences for Japanese Americans. This
experience also precipitated enduring

Japanese families were tagged in the
United States during World War I1I.

trauma and exerted a profound impact
on the Japanese American community.
In my opinion, Executive Order 9066
should serve as a stark reminder of
the dangers of racial prejudice and the
importance of upholding civil liberties.

Michael Lauer is married and has
two wonderful adult children.

A

Convenient
Democracy

by Jean Brinich
A Convenient Democracy
Is not a democracy
It’s an incongruity
Like a faithless marriage

It needs work and nurturing and
watching

Otherwise

While one is surfing streaming
downloading

Working partying shopping
Living
Pretending all this is not happening
We just might find out
The divorce has already happened
While we were too busy to notice..
Jean Brinich is a retired family nurse

practitioner who returned to Lakewood
in 2015 after a 46 year absence.

Fresh Authentic Italian Cuisine
Fizza = Pasta » Sandwiches « Salads « Wings

Let Us Cater Your Next Event
OPEN:

USCA "Best of Local Business”
Award Winning Pizza

1990 - 35 Years in Business!

2 Locations To Serve You Best!
Cleveland and Parma

(22£7Y4

Small Medium Large PartyTray
6cut9"  8cut12" 12cut16” Half Sheet
$9.25 $10.75 $14.25 $15.25
$10.00 $11.75 $15.50 $17.00
$10.75 $12.75 $16.75 $18.75
$11.50 $13.75 $18.00 $20.50
$12.25 $14.75 $19.25 $22.50
$13.00 $15.75 $20.50 $24.00
$0.75 $1.00 $1.25 $1.75
$2.25 $2.75 $3.75 $4.75
$2.00 2.50 3.50 4.50

Delivery till 12:45 am

Available items: Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onion, Green & Red Bell Peppers,
Anchovies, Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Beef, Pineapple,
Jalapefio Peppers Special Toppings: Artichoke Hearts, Fresh Tomato, Broccoli, and *Chicken

Monday - Thursday |PIZZA
4pm - 3am Plain
Delivery till 2:45 am 3 hem
Friday -Saturday  [srems
4pm -3:30 2:‘::ﬁums
Delivery till 2:45 am ke esc &
ecial Toppings
Sunday P
2pm - 1am

7020 Lorain Avenue * 216-631-4149 » nunziospizza.net

May 15th Through 18th

Lakewood Historical Society's
37th Annual Sale On The Grounds

continued from page 1

at the historic Nicholson House, 13335
Detroit Avenue, May 15-18!

The saleis 9 a.m. —3p.m. on Thurs-
day, May 15 through Saturday, May
17th. Sunday May 18 is noon to 3 p.m.,
when everything except the Top Shelf
Room is half-price. Even gamblers don’t
wait till Sunday, though—they know
the full price is such a deal they're not
willing to risk losing their treasures. Set
aside plenty of time to shop, as not only
is the Nicholson House filled, so are
the grounds via a 20’ x 60’ tent, several
smaller tents, and the Haber Center at
13314 Detroit Avenue for architectural
salvage. This is the perfect place to out-
fit a new house or apartment or to find
a special vintage piece to add to your
collection--whatever that might be.

Make sure you visit the Haber Cen-
ter at 13314 Detroit to peruse antique
light fixtures, chandeliers, doorknobs,

UND

Mobile DJ'Senvice

Playing All The Hits
Large or Small Parties
Corporate Events
Family Gatherings

DENNIS PEREZ 303-803.3219
- DLPSOUND.COM/MOBILED)

hardware, ceramic tiles, and all sorts
of items that might be reused in older
homes at the Preservation Committee’s
Architectural Salvage Sale.

If you’ve shopped this sale before,
no doubt it’s already on your calendar.
If you’ve never been, make it a point to
come. This is one event you don’t want
to miss!

Lakewood’s #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.

THAT’S ALL WE DO!

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!
neubertpainting.com

&

Drone Services

Safe and Professional = Insured « FAA Certified
Lakewood Local Business

* Aerial Inspection
* Aerial Photo/Video
* Drone Mapping/GIS

https://twomile.com/drone-services

Call or Text
(303) 589-2475

Roof/Gutter Inspection - $99
Lake Bluff Inspection - $99

e perfect pair
for your air.

OH Lic #16431
Offer expires June 13, 2025.

LENNGX )

Air is life. Make it perfect

©2025 Lennox Dealers are

Receive up to $2,000 in rebates

< Slife

when you purchase the
Ultimate Comfort System™"

PLUS up to $2,600 in
Federal Tax Credits”

S SR

ﬁgxﬁﬂ

“Rebate requires purchase of qualifying items between March 17, 2025 and June 13, 2025 from a participating Lennox® dealer. Contact your local participating Lennox® dealer for promotion details. Qualifying items must be installed by June 20,
2025. This offer applies to residential installations only. Rebate claims must be submitted (with proof of purchase) to www.lennoxconsumerrebates.com no later than July 3, 2025 11:59:59 p.m. ET. Rebate is paid in the form of a Lennox Prepaid
Mastercard®. Use your card anywhere Mastercard is accepted. This card is issued by The Bancorp Bank, N.A., pursuant to license by Mastercard International. Mastercard and the circles design are registered trademarks of Mastercard International
Incorporated. The Bancorp Bak, N.A.; Member FDIC. This is not a iftcard. This card i issued for oyaity, award or promotional purposes. Please note that prepaid cards are subject to expiration, 5o pay clse attention to the expiraton date of the
card. Conditions apply. See www.Jennox.com/terms-and-conditions for complete terms and condltions, **Offer avallable between March 17, 2025 and June 13, 2025. Allapplications are subject to crecit review and approval. Not al applicants will
qualify. Requires purchase of qualifying Lennox® system. No down payment required. If you qualify for this promotion (“Promotion”) and elect to participate, Finance Charges (interest) will not accrue for the first twelve months (Promotional Period), and
you will not be required to make payments during the Promotional Period. If you pay the entire amount financed on or before the last day of the Promotional Period (Promotional Expiration Date), you will not have to pay any Finance Charges. However, if
you qualify and elect to participate in the Promotion and do not pay the entire amount financed on or before the Promotion Expiration Date, you will be charged Finance Charges starting the first day after the Promotion Expiration Date at an annual
percentage rate (APR) of 11.95%, and the balance will be payable in 120 scheduled monthly payments of $14.30 per $1,000 of the amount financed. No prepayment penalties. Minimum and maximum amount financed of $3,000 and $100,000,
respectively. Late charges may apply. Complete terms and conditions and Truth in Lending disclosures will be set forth in the Retail Installment Contract which you should review carefully. ALennox Industries Inc. (“Lennox)/dealer is not acting in the
capactty of a legal or tax advisor and does not make any representation, warranty, quarante or other assurance as to whether a particular matchup qualifies or is eligible for a tax credit or rebate. This document has been prepared for informational
purposes only and is not intended to provide, and shouid not be relied on for, tax or legal advice. The IRS, DOE and state energy offices are responsible for the i and ion of tax credi
and limitations for the homeowner to qualify for tax credits/rebates. Moreover, the laws are subject to change. As a result, Lennox/dealer highly recommends that you consult with a tax advisor or attorney regarding your qualification for a tax credit/
rebate in your particular circumstance and verify and review the applicable laws and regulations. Lennox/dealer expressly disclaims all liability for damages of any kind arising out of a homeowner’s claim for a tax credit/rebate. AASavings vary based on
local energy provider and where you live. Contact your local utility provider or ask your local Dealer for details.

owned and operated businesse:

OR Qualified Buyers make no
payments, incur no interest for
12 months when financing a
new Lennox® system"”

PLUS, ask about local utility
rebates that may be available"*

(216) 221-0310

slifehvac@sbcglobal.net
13729 Madison Avenue
Lakewood, OH 44107

There are important requirements
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LASKA LAKEWOOD

Community Market

by Colin Cox

My name is Colin Cox and I am
a local Lakewood artist and founder
of Funkwork Studio, a creative space
where I will release art, home decor
and clothing, with an emphasis
on mental health. Moving back to
Lakewood in October, I felt right at
home and could feel the warm hug
of the community I grew up in. Hop-
ing to add to the community and
establish my place, I came up with
the idea for the community to come
together. LASKA LAKEWOOD
Community Market was created, a
free to vend and free to attend, event

for the community. LASKA LAKE-
WOOD will feature things like local
art, handmade goods, small busi-
nesses and even small "yard sales"!

The goal is to bring the commu-
nity together for some free fun and
to bring awareness to local artists
and businesses! The market will take
place every other Sunday starting
May 18th from llam-7pm, on the
corner of Madison Ave. and Cordova
Ave. in the west end of Lakewood!
(Mike's barbershop/ RTA
around).

I look forward to seeing everyone
come together and all the fun to be had!

turn-

Correction/Update:

Church Of The Ascension

Flea Market

by Debra O'Bryan

In the last issue we published an
article from The Church of the Ascen-
sion describing the Flea Market and
Bike Rodeo. Unfortunately, there isn't
sufficient time for the Bike Rodeo to be
held this year. The church will be hold-
ing a fun filled day from 11 am to 4 pm
on May 17th for the Flea Market and
Craft Show.

On the beautiful grounds at
13216 Detroit Ave., the playground
will be open for children with art
activities and an inexpensive grilled

ARIES: The Ram has the Sun
shining on finances, and Jupiter in the
house of community & neighborhood.
Take Mom out in the community &
treat her like royalty.

TAURUS: The Sun’s shining on
the Bull this birthday month, open up
that lock you have on your Bullpen of
cash, Jupiter’s in your house of money,
treat Mom to chocolates & flowers.

GEMINI: The Sun is shining
behind the scenes for the Twins, but
Jupiter is up close & personal in your
house of Self, do it doubly special for
Mom, you’ll have great conversations.

CANCER: The Crab has some
good luck secrets stashed away, you
are the “Mom” of the Zodiac, let your
friends & children treat YOU for a
change, relax & enjoy the attention.

LEO: The Sun Is shining on the
Lion’s/Lioness' career; however, you
still need to take care of Mom, invite
all your friends in the Jungle over, for
the Sun is shining on them.

Michael A. Bentley
Vice President, Investments
440.801.1629

Michael.Bentley@RaymondJames.com

JohnsonBentley.com

159 Crocker Park Blvd., Suite 390

Westlake, OH 44145

Raymond James & Associates, Inc Member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC

VIRGO: Virgo still has some for-
eign influences & higher learning going
on, & the Sun is shining on Career,
schedule a trip with Mom, after all,
without her, there’d be no you.

LIBRA: Lucky Libra, Jupiter is in
the house of other people’s resources,
use some of that moolah to treat Mom
to brunch, try visiting a restaurant
with a foreign flavor, “Godere."

SCORPIO: The Scorpion ought
to put away that stinger this Mother’s
Day, the Sun is shining on relation-
ships, & others’ resources, be open &
full of Joy for Mom & everyone.

SAGITTARIUS: The Centaur has
been living the good life these days,
relationships are booming, health is
good, share the harvest, remember to
thank loved ones & Mom.

CAPRICORN: The Goat is get-
ting a little Sunshine in the romance
department this Mother’s Day, & Jupi-
ter blesses your health, remember
moderation is key.

JOHNSON | BENTLEY

WEALTH PARTNERS
OF

RAYMOND JAMES

We are here for all
your financial
planning & wealth

management needs

. Financial Planning

« Investment Strategy

« Retirement Planning

« Portfolio Management

« Alternative Investments

« Educational Planning

« Estate and Trust Services

» Longevity Planning

. Corporate Retirement
Plan Consulting

AQUARIUS: The Sun is definitely
visiting the Aquarians’ home this
Mother’s Day, & Lady Luck is knocking
on the romance door, visit Mom, then
go light that fire of desire.

PISCES: The Fish loves nothing
more than to share its bounty of Joy
with the whole gang at its lake/pond.
You’ll have a crowd, that’s for sure, put
Mom front & center.

Eva Starr, the local astrologer, has
been studying the moon & stars since
she could read. You can reach Starr at
evastarr@evastarr.com ¢ her website
evastarr.com

Home Alone

Pet Slttm .

In Home Per Care

While You Are Away
Experienced
Veterinarian Technician

Bonded & Insured
216-548-1543
dimhokin@gmail.com
Homealonepetsitting.net

lunch will be offered. Market Tables
are still available. A free will offering
($20) is appreciated but not required.
Please join the community and stop
by. The Lakewood Garden Center
next door will be having a heirloom
plant sale as well. For more info call
216-521-8727
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WALL TO WALL TRANSFORMATIONS

Plas

PLASTER REPAIR

ecwd.bz.s,hg LA
ster & Lathe Restoration
Orinamental Plaster Repair,
Ceiling Medallions, Molding
Decorative Finishes,
ncluding American Clay

216-255-8529

fully insured, free estimates
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COVE COMMUNITY CENTER

Meet Me At Cove: Pastor Paula Maeder Connor (Retired),
A Lifelong Advocate For Community And Connection

by Nancy Feighan

Lakewood has always been a town
where creativity meets community,
and no one knows this better than Pas-
tor Paula Maeder Connor. A trailblazer
in every sense of the word, Pastor Paula
moved to Lakewood in 1990 with her
husband, Pastor Dave, and their two
young daughters. She took on the posi-
tion of pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church,
a role she would embrace for the next 25
years. While Lakewood became home, it
also became the perfect backdrop for her
passion for community-building, spiri-
tual leadership, and fostering meaningful
connections.

A Vibrant Move to Lakewood

Pastor Paula’s decision to move from
Columbus was not just about changing
locations but about immersing her family
in a community that thrived on creativ-
ity, diversity, and vibrancy. She and her
family settled into a charming house
across from Lakewood Hospital, a spot
where they could walk to local events and
enjoy beautiful green spaces.

A Rich Legacy at Trinity Lutheran
Church

For 25 years, Pastor Paula’s impact
at Trinity Lutheran Church was felt in
many ways. From the rich outreach pro-
grams to creative meal planning, she
worked hard to build relationships and
strengthen connections. One of the most
memorable projects was the church’s
Peace Camp, which Pastor Paula helped
to shape. The camp, with its original
curriculum designed to teach children
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Pastor Paula

about peace in the heart, neighborhood,
school, and community, was a highlight
of her tenure.

When the church entered a new
chapter, Pastor Paula was proud to see the
building transformed. Scalish Construc-
tion repurposed the old structure, and
she couldn’t be happier with the results. .
Though she hasn’t yet stepped inside, she
looks forward to seeing the repurposed
space one day, knowing it continues to
serve the community in new and excit-
ing ways.

New Beginnings at Cove

While Pastor Paula’s days as a pastor
may have ended, her dedication to com-

munity-building continues through her
work at Cove. For the past two years, she
has spent time there, initially drawn in
by the chance to play Mahjong. However,
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she quickly discovered something more
profound — a community of people who
weren’t just there to compete, but to share
laughter, friendship, and brain exercise.

Pastor Paula also enjoys participat-
ing in Cove’s daytime bocce league, a
fun and friendly competition that has
strengthened her connection to the
Lakewood community.

Cove’s Kinship Group: A Safe
Space for Connection

In addition to sports and games,
Cove’s Kinship Group provides vital
support for people who care for family
members. Pastor Paula is particularly
inspired by how the group creates a
safe space for individuals to share their
struggles and receive support. It fosters
meaningful connections among care-
givers, providing a network to share
experiences and find mutual support.

A Journey of Service and Connec-
tion

What’s most striking about Pastor
Paula’s story is her ability to connect peo-
ple — from her work in the Peace Corps
to her leadership at Trinity Lutheran
Church, and now her involvement at
Cove. Her journey took a unique turn
when she joined the Peace Corps dur-
ing the Vietnam War, landing her in
Thailand, where she taught English to
eighth-grade boys. That spirit of service
and connection is what she brings to her
involvement in the Lakewood commu-
nity today.

The Family Room: A Lifesaver and
New Friendships

& CRISIS
LIFELINE

ADAMHS

\ BOARD OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY
ALCOHOL, DRUG ADDICTION & MEMTAL HEALTH SERVICES

The Family Room, a space designed
for young families, was a lifesaver for Pas-
tor Paula as a grandmother. One of the
most important connections she made
there was with Brenda, who has since
become one of her very good friends —
a testament to the power of community
and the lasting relationships it fosters.

Breaking Barriers as the First
Woman Pastor

When Pastor Paula first arrived
in Lakewood in the 1990s, she blazed a
trail as the first woman pastor at Trin-
ity Lutheran Church. She was also
among the first 30 women nationwide
to go through the Evangelical Lutheran
Church’s ordination program.

Finding Community and Friend-
ships at Cove

At Cove, Pastor Paula has found a
new sense of belonging. Whether she’s
enjoying Mahjong, bocce, or walks
through the green space, she’s made last-
ing friendships with people she might
never have met otherwise. For her, Cove
isn’t just a place to pass the time — it’s a
sanctuary.

Giving Back to the Community

Pastor Paula’s connection to the
community, both at Cove and beyond, is
a testament to the power of relationships
and service. So, if you see her around
Lakewood and Cove — whether playing
Mabhjong, tossing a bocce ball, or simply
enjoying a walk — take a moment to say
hello. It’s just one of the many ways she
continues to connect with and support
the community she loves.

adamhscc.org/ 988

Si tu o alguien que conoces necesita apoyo, llama al 288

Cuyahoga County 24/ 7 Suicide Prevention, Mental Health,/Addiction Crisis, Info & Referral Hotline;: 216-623-6888 or 988
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- Medicare \ gD i

Small Group
Life Insurance
Supplemental
Long-Term Care

Retirement

Call today for your FREE UOTE!
216-228-0765

www.clevelandinsurance.info

16506 Detroit Rd. Lakewood, OH 44107
Carl Lishing Licensed Insurance Agent

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency ks the d/b/a, or assumed name, of Insphere Insurance Solutions, Inc. which
Is licensed as an insurance agency in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Hot all agents are licensed to
sell all products. Service and product availability varies by state HMIADD0539

KITCHEN HOURS
MONDAY — THURSDAY — 4pM—10PM
FRIDAY — 4Ppv—10PM
SATURDAY — 12PM—-10PM
SUNDAY — 12PM—9PM
BAR IS OPEN LATER...

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY — FRIDAY 4 PM -6 PM

13362 MADISON AVE.

LAKEWOOD, OHIO + (216) 226-8828

Are you facing a legal problem that impacts
Health? Housing? Family? Money? Employment?

Contact Legal Aid!

Browse legal information or apply for help 24/7 online: www.lasclev.org
Or, call 888.817.3777 during most business hours.

Legal Aid thanks the
Healthy Lakewood Foundation
for its outreach support!
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