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s! See you all at Light Up Lakewood, Saturday, Dec. 7th, 4-8 p.m.

“To Kindness and Love, the Things We Need Most!” - The Grinch 

by Robert Shimp
Kick off your holiday 

shopping with the event that 
offers the best bargains of 
all—Lakewood Historical 
Society’s annual Holiday Sale 
on the Grounds. The Nich-
olson House (13335 Detroit 
Ave) will be filled to bursting 
with everything you need for 
holiday celebrations the first 
weekend in December.

Lakewood Historical 
Society’s Holiday Sale on the 
Grounds has become a tra-
dition, featuring antiques & 
collectibles perfect for one-of-
a-kind gifts; gleaming silver, 
sparkling crystal and heirloom 
china for setting a festive table; 
barware; serving pieces; cookie 
tins and plates—everything 
you need for holiday entertain-
ing. There are beautiful vintage 
and contemporary ornaments, 
nativity sets, wreaths, garlands, 
indoor and outdoor decora-
tions. You’ll also find new gift 
wrap and ribbon, greeting 
cards and candles.

You have four oppor-

by Sara Crawford
With the help of hundreds 

of Lakewood community 
members, Lakewood Chari-
table Assistance Corporation 
delivered non-perishable and 
perishable bags filled with 
Thanksgiving fixings to 300 
Lakewood residences. 

This was part of LCAC’s 
Thanksgiving Food Drive, 
which took place the weekend 
before Thanksgiving. 

On Nov. 22, volunteers 
came in the morning to sort all 
the non-perishable food within 

by Kristin Broadbent
Three Arches Founda-

tion, a community-focused 
grant making foundation, 
announced $2 million in fund-
ing toward grants to twenty-two 
local nonprofit organizations 
working to address barriers to 
health care. Each grant reflects 
the Foundation’s priority focus 
on equitable access to behav-
ioral and physical health care 

by Deb O’Bryan and 
     Jim O’Bryan

As Lakewood lights up this 
year, we know our resIdents 
already have, or are ready to. 
Some of the best displays can 
be found in our hometown. 
As a thank you to some of the 
hardworking homeowners who 
brave the elements to give their 
neighbors a festive display, we 
once again launch our Holiday 
Decorating Contest for 2024!

Holiday Fun For All 

LO’s Holiday Decorating Contest 2024

We will be offering prizes 
for the 8 best holiday decorated 
homes that are nominated and 
voted on by Lakewood resi-
dents. We will also offer a prize 
for the home whose decorations 
best exemplify or project a mes-
sage of PEACE ON EARTH. 
From a simple natural display, 
to the over the top, see it from 
space effects, everyone is wel-
come to participate.

The nomination process 

starts today December 4th and 
runs through the 17th.  Just go 
to our homepage: lakewood-
observer.com and click on 
Daily Question on the right 
hand side of the page. A per-
son must nominate at least 
3 homes. List only addresses 
with house number and street. 
If no house number is pro-
vided it will not be counted. 
You may enter everyday, but 

LCAC Wraps Up Thanksgiving 
Food Drive, Prepares For 
Christmas Food Drive

an hour. Later that night, more 
volunteers came to bag the non-
perishable food into 300 bags, 
taking less than an hour. 

On Nov. 23, volunteers 
came to bag all of the perish-
able foods, such as turkeys and 
pies, and were off to deliver 
them to Lakewood residences. 

Now, with the Thanksgiv-
ing Food Drive over, LCAC is 
already back in full swing to 
prepare for its Christmas Food 
Drive which will take place at 
the Lakewood Masonic Tem-

Three Arches Foundation 2024 Grants 
Local Nonprofits Receive $2 Million 
To Boost Equitable Access To Care

faced by communities and 
populations most impacted by 
health disparities.

This year’s grants address 
a diversity of needs accom-
plished through the expansion 
of existing programs and 
services, funding of new 

Lakewood Historical Society 

Holiday Sale Dec 5 thru Dec 7

tunities to shop at the Sale, 
so you can also fit in all the 
other activities of Light Up 
Lakewood. This no-cost public 
sale is open Thursday, Decem-
ber 5th, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 
Friday, December 6th; 4:00-
7:00; Saturday, December 7th, 
9:00-3:00. Sunday, December 
8, noon - 3:00 p.m. is your 
final chance, and offers the 
best bargains, as merchandise 
is half-price, excluding items 
in the Top Shelf Room. But 

don’t wait till Sunday to buy 
that item you really want—it 
could be gone!

All proceeds from Holiday 
Sale on the Grounds benefit 
the programs and properties 
of the Lakewood Historical 
Society.

Don’t miss this terrific 
sale—you and your wallet will 
be glad you shopped here first!

Robert Shimp is the Direc-
tor of the Lakewood Historical 
Society.

        Holiday treasurers await!

continued on page 9

Now, this is the way to rake in the goodness! Teams of amazing vol-
unteers from H2O - Help To Others and St. Edward High School 
gathered to rake leaves for our senior citizens, and the results were 
heartwarming. A big thank you to the Lakewood Ohio Division of 
Aging for coordinating this wonderful effort.
Over 30 youth volunteers came together to rake the yards of 26 old-
er residents, creating a beautiful community connection. The sweet 
interactions between the kids and seniors were truly special—both 
groups shared smiles, stories, and appreciation for one another. 
What a fantastic example of kindness and teamwork in action!

H2O And St. Eds Students 
Rake Leaves For 26 Residents

continued on page 10

continued on page 8

The Christmas display that 
started the annual LO contest.

It takes talent to make a big impact with Lakewood’s small front yards.
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in our community. Whether volunteer-
ing with Lakewood Alive to shovel snow 
for an elderly neighbor, serving on a City 
advisory board, or shopping locally, we 
can all be part of maintaining the magic 
throughout the year.

As always, I invite you to join us 
for upcoming Council meetings. Sign 
up for our email list to receive agendas 
for upcoming meetings, livestream or 
watch past meetings: https://www.lake-
woodoh.gov/lakewood-city-council/

Dec 9th 6:00pm Finance Com-
mittee - Budget Hearings

Dec 16th 5:30pm Finance Com-
mittee - Budget Hearings

Dec 16th 6:30pm Committee of 
the Whole - Downtown Development

Dec 16th 7:30pm Regular Meet-
ing of Council- Budget and Downtown 
Development
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Lighting Lakewood Yearlong

Book your 
fundraisers and 

special  events
With Us!

Home 
of the

ORIGINAL & BEST
CHRISTMAS 

BAR IN
CLEVELAND

Wednesday is $2 Taco Night
Mondays - BOGO - Black Angus Burgers

Dear Neighbors,
It’s Light Up Lakewood Week! This 

launch of the holiday season encap-
sulates the quintessential Lakewood 
experience, both of a bustling city, 
with delectable restaurants and entic-
ing shops, and of a small town where 
you’re sure to run into neighbors at 
every turn, maybe some volunteering 
with Lakewood Alive, the lead organiz-
ers of this event and of so much good in 
our community.

I find this magical atmosphere 
even more inspiring as I reflect on the 
ways that Lakewood comes together to 
create it. Walking up on our tree-lined 

streets, I’ll appreciate our City arbor-
ists and citizens of our Tree Advisory 
& Education Board, and be grateful 
for the Healthy Lakewood Foundation 
who recently pledged funds to double 
the tree-giveaway program for private 
plantings. 

Reaching Detroit Avenue, safe 
from errant drivers due to the Public 
Works vehicles blocking cross streets, 
and free of debris due to crews work-
ing diligently all night, I’ll see families 
enjoying the activities sponsored by 

local businesses. I’ll reflect that, typi-
cally, 70% of every dollar spent locally 
stays in the community and be grate-
ful for folks shopping here and for 
the small businesses who give back by 
sponsoring events, sports teams, and 
school fundraisers. As I pop into a shop 
with a Safe Place Initiative sticker, I’ll 
appreciate the community focus of our 
Police who not only initiated this pro-
gram in Lakewood to assist vulnerable 
populations, but who are also working 
hard to keep attendees safe.

There are more examples to name 
than space in this column of ways that 
folks in our community are working 
together every day to create both long 
term and short term light in Lakewood. 
As we watch the fireworks temporarily 
illuminate downtown, let’s reflect on 
ways that we can continue to spread light 

On Dec. 3rd, City Council passed Resolution 2024-75 highlighting Zonta Interna-
tional's 16 Days of Activism campaign that raises awareness and advocates for an 
end to violence toward women and girls. Free and confidential services are available 
through Journey Center for Safety and Healing. Call our text 216-391-4357(HELP).

by Sarah Kepple  
President of City Council/Council Person-At-Large
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THE MAYOR’S CORNER

 O’Neill Healthcare Lakewood
1381 Bunts Road 

Lakewood, OH 44107
  (Assisted Living Entrance)

From Snow to Safety: Winter Fall Prevention Lunch & Learn

(440) 808-5500  |  ONeillHC.com

BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | MIDDLEBURG HEIGHTS | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE 

Featured Speakers: 
Cassie Rainey, PT Director of Rehabilitation at O’Neill Healthcare Lakewood

 Krista Weartz, ATP Director of Sales & Operations at Central HME

January 9, 2024  |  11:45am Registration | Event Begins at 12:00pm

of Central HME about the essential role of proper medical
equipment in navigating the challenges of the winter weather! 

Enjoy lunch at O’Neill Healthcare Lakewood while learning valuable tips
from Cassie Rainey, director of rehabilitation, on how to best prepare for
staying safe in the icy winter months. Also, hear from Krista Weartz, ATP

Please RSVP to Heather  at 
(440) 941-3380 by January 2nd 

Lakewood continues to be rightly 
known as one of Ohio’s and even the 
country’s most pedestrian and bike 
friendly cities. We have a long history 
of being a highly walkable and bikable 
community, a place where those who 
prioritize these qualities – everyone from 
families with young children walking to 
school to those seeking an active lifestyle 
on foot and cycle – can find a home. The 
City of Lakewood is currently partnering 
with Cuyahoga County and The City of 
Rocky River to create an additional pub-
lic asset on the Lake-Clifton Corridor 
across the Rocky River valley that will 
further enhance safety and enjoyment 
for walkers, runners, and cyclists.

The project includes a 1.25-mile 
segment of road and bridge from Webb 
Road in Lakewood to Linda Street in 
Rocky River. When finished, it will cre-
ate a dedicated and separated shared use 
path for pedestrians and cyclists on this 
entire span, introducing Lakewood’s 
first trail fully separated from car traf-
fic outside of the Metroparks. This will 
greatly increase safety while also offer-

ing walkers, runners and cyclists an 
opportunity to enjoy the vistas of Lake 
Erie and the Rocky River valley as they 
cross the bridge. The project is also 
intended to further address stormwater 
capacity in line with our overall Inte-
grated Wet Weather Improvement Plan 
(IWWIP) and it will include new tree 
plantings to address our tree plan and 
overall environmental goals.

The project will be achieved by 
repurposing existing westbound lanes 
into the shared-use path and repurpos-
ing existing eastbound lanes into one 
eastbound lane and one westbound 
lane. Situating the shared use path on 
the northern portion of the project will 
allow better views for those using it. The 
plan will also add a mid-block crossing 
at Forest Road and a roundabout at the 
Lake Road intersection, both of which 
will help calm traffic and improve over-
all safety and access.

Overall, this project will greatly 

expand and enhance what began with 
the 2015 introduction of limited bike 
lanes from Lake Road to Clifton Road. 
This early effort was a good first step and 
created momentum, but its impact was 
limited and somewhat isolated. Now 
with the involvement of our neighbor 
to the west, Rocky River, and Cuyahoga 
County, this current project will make 
the shared use path fully cross the river, 
safely connect people on foot and cycle 
to the neighborhoods on either side, and 
address ADA compliance in the project 
footprint. In addition, there is currently 
no sidewalk for nearly a half mile on 
Clifton Boulevard between Clifton 
Road and Lake Road. This stems from 
a historical omission decades ago when 
Route 2 was extended through this area 
of Lakewood, and this project provides 
an opportunity to remedy that.

The budget for the Lakewood por-
tion of the project stands at $9.6 million. 
Fortunately, 80% of the project costs 

Lake/Clifton Project Will Enhance Safety And Enjoyment

Shared-Use Path Creates Community
by Meghan George  

Mayor/Safety Director, City of Lakewood

Order Online @ romanfountain.com

GIFT  CardsAVAILABLE!

\\

are being paid for through Cuyahoga 
County funds, with the City of Lakewood 
responsible for a maximum of $1.4 mil-
lion – this amount may be reduced as 
the County continues to pursue out-
side grant dollars. Rocky River and the 
County will be responsible for costs asso-
ciated with the project in Rocky River’s 
municipal footprint. We are very grate-
ful to the County Department of Public 
Works and its Planning Commission for 
their ongoing partnership in this excit-
ing project. The County Department of 
Public Works will oversee contracting 
and construction administration for the 
project, with Lakewood Public Works 
involved along the way.

The City of Lakewood has also cho-
sen to include additional work to address 
aging water mains within the project 
footprint, as doing them at the same 
time will save on costs for those neces-
sary upgrades and repairs. Currently, 
our expectation is that construction will 
begin in late 2025 and run throughout 
2026. Once finished, the new shared use 
path will be an important addition to 
Lakewood’s strong tradition of support-
ing safety for our walkers, runners, and 
cyclists and improving the overall qual-
ity of life for our residents.
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Upcoming In December
by Lisa Calfee

Film: “A Christmas Story” (1983) (94 minutes)  
Presented by Sue Stewart, author of “My Christmas Story Story” 

Sunday, December 8, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. Main Library Auditorium 
Filmed in Cleveland, the hilarious adventures of nine-year-old Ralphie Parker 

(Peter Billingsley) and his Christmas dream of a Red Ryder Range 200 Shot BB gun 
have become a holiday favorite, along with the House from A Christmas Story Museum 
on West 11th Street. Presenter Sue Stewart was growing up on the street while the movie 
was being filmed and will share a few recollections from her book, “My Christmas Story 
Story” before the show. Books will be available for sale and signing.  

Film: “After Stonewall” (1999) Presented by Tom Stebel 
Saturday, December 14, 2024 at 6:00 p.m.Main Library Auditorium 
After Stonewall, the sequel to Before Stonewall, chronicles the history of les-

bian and gay life from the riots at Stonewall to the end of the century. Narrated by 
Melissa Etheridge, it captures the hard work, struggles, tragic defeats and excit-
ing victories experienced during this time, and it explores how AIDS dramatically 
changed the direction of the movement. Presented by Tom Stebel from the LGBT 
Community Center of Greater Cleveland. 

Meet The Author:  “Family of Choice: Raising Each Other” 
     by Corky Thacker 

Wednesday, December 18, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. Main Library Auditorium 
“Family of Choice: Raising Each Other” draws on the author’s three decades of 

experience in the recovery community as well as her interest in roses and vintage 
homes (the first garden she created was featured in This Old House magazine). 
Books will be available for sale and signing at the event. 

LAKEWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY EVENTS

Film: “A Cloud Never Dies” (2022) Directed by Max Pugh 
Saturday, December 21, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. Main Library Auditorium 
A new biographical documentary of Zen Master Thich Nhat Hanh, this film 

weaves together original film and photographic archives, telling the story of a hum-
ble young Vietnamese monk and poet whose wisdom and compassion were forged 
in the suffering of war.  

Children’s And Youth Programs
by Jeffrey Siebert

Family Weekend Wonders 
Main Library- Fridays and Saturdays at 10:30 a.m.  
Madison Branch- Fridays at 10:30 a.m. 
Looking for weekend entertainment for the whole family? Look no further! 

Drop in to the Library’s special weekend story time. Your whole family will enjoy 
these programs full of enthusiastic stories, engaging activities, entertaining music 
and clever crafts. Family Weekend Wonders Drop-In Story Time is offered every 
weekend throughout the year and features a different theme each week to keep 
things engaging. No registration is required. 

Bricks and Books  
Sunday, December 15, 2024 6:00pm - 7:30pm in the Main Library Activity Room 
For students in Kindergarten through Fifth Grade. In this hands-on experi-

ence, kids will use Lego building bricks, gears, and figures to design and construct 
amazing structures and imaginative creations. Alongside their building, we will be 
exploring the library’s extensive collection of Lego-themed books, offering inspira-
tion, challenges, and stories for all levels. No registration required. 

To sign up for any program, register online at lakewoodpubliclibrary.org/youth 
or call (216) 226-8275, ext. 140. 

Your Lennox® system.
Your Lennox dealer.
Perfect together.

216-220-5710
slifehvac@sbcglobal.net
13729 Madison Avenue
Lakewood, OH 44107

lwelch;Detroit;Slife Heating & Cooling Inc;B05064;7.5x9.5-4c (24NO)

OH Lic #16431
©2024 Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses. 

B05064-24NO-7.5x9.5.indd   1 10/3/24   8:26 AM
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LAKEWOOD SCHOOLS

by Caitlin Magner
On November 1, 2024, Judge 

Tess Neff of the Lakewood Munici-
pal Court held a special session in 
her courtroom, complete with attor-
neys, witnesses, and a jury. Playing 
these roles were a group of 3rd grade 
students from Lincoln Elementary 
school, invited into the courtroom 
by Judge Neff as part of the students’ 
larger visit to City Hall.

The students sat in the gallery 
while Judge Neff gave an overview of the 
judicial process, after which they were 
invited into the well of the court, the 
area of the courtroom where judicial 
proceedings occur. A student volunteer 

Lincoln Elementary Students 
Have Their Day In Court

sat in the witness stand and was “sworn 
in” by Judge Neff. The witness was ques-
tioned by a student attorney under the 
watchful scrutiny of the student jury, 
seated in the jury box.

Some students were then given the 
opportunity to occupy the top seat in the 
court room – Judge Neff’s bench – and 
bang the Judge’s gavel. Although gener-
ally employed to establish order in the 
court, in this case it resulted in a cacoph-
ony of enthusiastic banging thanks to the 
mini-gavel pencils Judge Neff had pro-
vided to each of the students.

Once order had been restored, it 
was Judge Neff ’s turn to be questioned 
by the students. Dressed in her black 
judicial robe, the Judge addressed 
questions such as “Is this the Supreme 
Court?” to “Is there a jail here?”

With the students’ questioning 
concluded, and a full docket of hear-
ings about to commence, Judge Neff 
dismissed the students to continue 
their tour of City Hall, including meet-
ing with Mayor Meghan George!

Connecting with the Lakewood 
community has been a cornerstone of 
Judge Neff’s tenure on the bench. The 
Judge saw the visit from the Lincoln Ele-
mentary students as an opportunity for 
civic engagement with the younger gen-
eration. “Kids are never too young to 
learn how their city works,” said Judge 
Neff. “I am honored to serve the com-
munity I live in and I’m grateful to have 
had the opportunity to share the court-
room with Lakewood students.”

by Dr. Charles Greanoff
Thanks to Lakewood High School 

History Club sophomore Emma Gjergji 
and her family--father, mother and aunt-
-40 plus students and staff were treated to 
an informative, engaging presentation on 
the history and culture of Albania.

Not only did we learn about Alba-
nia's historic journey to independence/
sovereignty, we also explored unique and 
fascinating elements of Albanian language, 
national identity, religion and culture.

 Emma and her father Eduart cre-
ated and delivered the slide show, and 
mother Marcela and aunt Mirela Shyte 
provided many additional insights and 
fabulous Albanian food.

Given the presence of so many 
wonderful Albanian families in our 
community, it was great to have Kyle 
Baker (City Council) and Nora Katzen-
berger (School Board) on hand today. 
Their presence signals the accepting, 

LHS History Club: 

Emma Gjergji's History And 
Culture Of Albania

vibrant character of our town.
 The world has many times come 

to Lakewood, and we are immeasur-
ably better for it. The Gjergji's were 
great teachers today, bringing Albania 
to life in our magical 44107.

 Long Live Lakewood.

LHS sophomore Emma Gjergji and her 
family.

Harding Students' Art  
To Hang In Library Lobby
by Christine Gordillo

Congratulations to the 10 Harding Middle School students who had their art-
work selected for display in the entryway of the main branch of Lakewood Public 
Library! The art of Braydon Raycher, Lily Swift, Chloe Scharfield, Fiona Forni, Lil-
lian Gingerich, Caitlyn Fegely, Myroslav Pasternak, T'Honest Holloway and Rio 
Blaze will be on display for two weeks beginning Dec. 5.

Lincoln students surround Municipal Judge Tess Neff and fill the courtroom.

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

Lakewood’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com
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LAKEWOOD SCHOOLS

Lakewood Stem Students Create Mini Movies
by Christine Gordillo 

Our fourth- and fifth-grade STEM students are diving into the creative world 
of stop motion animation, and we can't wait to see the magic they bring to life!

With software funded by a grant from the Lakewood Rangers Education 
Foundation, they've spent the last two weeks brainstorming plot ideas, selecting 
materials, and crafting detailed plans and beginning to film their mini-movies.

Stay tuned for the premieres of their finished products! 

by Dr. Charles Greanoff
NOVEMBER 26: 
     RANGERS VS BAY 

Freshman Ari Hueter was a great 
closer tonight, scoring 7 of her game-
high 16 points in the last five minutes 
to lead the Lakewood Girls to a hard 
fought 38-32 win over Bay. Sopho-
more point-guard Charleigh Doxley 
scored 10, including a key floater that 
stemmed the Rockets late momentum, 
and hit 2 free throws to seal it. The 
Ranger showed mental toughness after 
surrendering an 8 point lead early in 
the 4th quarter.

Senior Madison Comer paced the 
Lakewood attack early, scoring all her 7 
points in the 1st quarter. Off the bench, 
sophomore Maeve Andrews (4 points) 
and junior Addison Garrett (1point) 
provided scoring, rebounds and ball 
handling. Seniors Elizabeth Doup 
and Ava Cuffari did not score, but 
chipped in with rebounds, steals and 
hustle plays. Ari and Charleigh led the 
way, but in this nail-biter, stout team 

Rangers Earn All-CLE West Honors
by Christine Gordillo

Congratulations to our Ranger student athletes who have been recognized by 
the CLE West Conference for their outstanding efforts during the fall 2024 season.
1st Team:

Cheerleading: Claire Noelker, Jana Peterson
Cross Country: Porter Gilliland
Football: Jackson Comer, Avery Holt,
Golf: Justin Lacquement
Soccer: Isaac Craciun, Riley Forster, Quincy Zvomuya
Volleyball: Layla Smith

2nd Team:
Cheerleading: Kenla Hamilton
Cross Country: Mae Mohar, Quinn Sutliff
Football: Malachai Davis, Riley Verderber
Golf: Aidan Smith
Soccer: Camden Fegley, Helen Fraunfelder, Seth Hammersmith
Volleyball: Stella Ziegler

Dr. G's Ranger Round-Up: 

Girls’ Basketball

defense--every rebound, steel and pos-
session of loose ball--was decisive.

Congratulations to the Bay Rock-
ets for their strong showing, and 
congratulations to Coach Work and 
her entire squad on a well-earned team 
victory tonight at our fabulous East 
Gym. Long Live Lakewood.

Freshman Ari Hueter led the Lakewood 
Girls to a hard fought 38-32 win over Bay.

by Christine Gordillo
Harrison Elementary was abuzz 

with excitement this past Saturday 
as it proudly hosted one of five area 
Thanksgiving events sponsored by 
Local Legends Foundation in collabo-
ration with Molina Healthcare.

Legends and Molina provided 
turkey donations for the school 
community. The Harrison Family 
Engagement Committee tied the event 
to its annual Turkey Trot fundraiser (to 
a local food bank) and a community 
lunch that was served by the Harrison 
staff as a way to thank the Harrison 
families for their support.

Food for the lunch was donated 
by staff and several Lakewood restau-
rants/businesses. A raffle included gifts 
donated by GV Art & Design and the 
Cleveland Cavaliers.

 This event truly embodied the 
Vision of a Lakewood Ranger, fostering 

Harrison's Thanksgiving Event 
Fosters Strong Sense Of Community

collaboration, gratitude, global citizen-
ship and a strong sense of community. 
A great time was had by all!
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LETTERS TO THE LO

by Micah Zakem
As a small Lakewood landlord, 

certified public accountant and spouse 
of a local business owner, I have grown 
to appreciate Lakewood where locally 
owned businesses thrive, there is a 
strong sense of community and people 
are not judged by the thickness of their 
wallet. The city’s funding of the down-
town development is contrary to these 
values. It will benefit the well-off while 
emptying the wallets of existing home-
owners through the illusion that it will 
create affordable housing.

For the non-accountants who 
would prefer a root canal over an 
accounting lesson, please bear with me 
as the fleecing of existing homeowners 
is in the details.

Lakewood will provide funding for 
constructing the downtown develop-
ment through Tax Increment Financing 
(TIF). To do this, Lakewood will sell 
municipal bonds. These bonds are typi-
cally purchased by wealthy individuals 
(bondholders) as the interest paid on 
the bonds are exempt from taxes. After 
Wall Street takes its fees for under-
writing and marketing, the remaining 
proceeds are loaned to the developer to 
pay for construction costs. To repay the 
bondholders, part of the real estate taxes 
on the downtown development will go 
to the bondholders instead of Lakewood 
schools for the next 15 years. In exchange 
for the taxpayer provided funding, the 
developer will rent about 80 apartments 
to those with lower incomes, creating 
“affordable housing.”

To summarize this convoluted 
process, the developer gets a loan that is 
paid back by diverting real estate taxes, 
while homeowners must pay their 
mortgages out of their own pocket and 

The Downtown Development: 

Lakewood Gets The Short 
End Of The Stick - Again

their real estate taxes in full.
In theory, the community benefits 

from the “affordable housing” created. 
In reality, the “affordable housing” is 
just a temporary illusion – after 15 years 
the developer is no longer required to 
keep rents low. Rents will be raised to 
the full market value, forcing tenants 
out on the street. No services such as 
job training or childcare are provided to 
help these tenants increase their income 
to purchase a home before the 15 years is 
up. Even if these services were provided, 
a TIF does nothing to address the root 
causes of unaffordable housing such as 
high material costs, tariffs, a shortage 
of tradespeople and increasing regula-
tory costs. This will keep homes out of 
reach for those with lower income. If 
we measure a TIF by its ability to create 
affordable permanent housing, a TIF is 
a complete failure.

A TIF also makes existing home-
owners and businesses vulnerable to 
property tax increases as schools will 
not get their full share of taxes from 
the downtown development. The city 
is already working on a compensation 
agreement to give the schools some of 
the city income taxes generated by the 
downtown development’s residents. As 
the school board believes this will not 
be sufficient, they are planning on ask-
ing voters for an increase in real estate 
taxes in 2026. Even if voters reject this 
levy, the 13 remaining years on the TIF 
leaves plenty of opportunities for future 
levy attempts. Many of our Lakewood 
neighbors are already struggling to 
afford their homes. To subject these res-
idents to a tax increase while granting 
breaks to a developer with over 6,200 
residential units and more than 26 mil-
lion square feet of commercial space is 

the antithesis of Lakewood’s values.
As a small landlord, my tenants 

are already facing increasing rents 
before ground is broken for the down-
town development. Like homeowners, 
they are vulnerable to property tax 
increases when the schools do not get 
their full share of taxes. Over the last 
several years, tenants have been stay-
ing longer as homes have become 
unaffordable. While most of my ten-
ants would not qualify for low-income 
housing, they should also have a fair 
opportunity to own their own home. If 
the city were to work on resolving the 
root causes of unaffordable housing 
instead of providing false help to those 

with lower incomes, the city could help 
citizens across all income levels.

The city administration is pushing 
city council to approve the downtown 
development before the end of the year. 
I strongly encourage citizens to tell 
their councilperson they oppose get-
ting the short end of the stick.

Attend the city council meeting on 
Monday, December 16th at 7:30 pm at 
city hall or e-mail your council repre-
sentatives to share your concerns.

Micah Zakem is a small landlord 
and certified public accountant with 15 
years of experience in commercial real 
estate. He enjoys working on homes 
and woodworking.

by Laura Beans Sika
Winter has a way of humbling us, 

especially in Northeast Ohio, where the 
Lake Effect reminds us of our shared 
humanity. While it may lay dormant 
during the rest of the year, this collective 
compassion is unmistakable in the cold 
- strangers hold doors as others hurry in 
and drivers yield the right of way on icy 
streets. From inspiring food drives to 
supporting local businesses, the spirit of 
the season nourishes a collective sense 
of gratitude and generosity.

This year especially, as we give 
thanks for all we have, we’d be remiss 
not to expand our mutual compassion 
beyond our borders, here in the Greater 
Cleveland area and beyond. 2024 has 
been a turbulent year with biting truths 
and magnified disparities both in Amer-
ica and abroad, but none quite so stark 
as Israel’s military onslaught in Gaza. 
Funded in large part by U.S. tax-payer 
dollars, the attempted extermination of 
the Palestinians is the culmination of 
decades of dehumanization.

As Americans, our nation’s foreign 
policies produce conflicts like these that 
yield millions of refugees in Gaza and 
across the world. As such, we would do 
well to recognize that rather than ‘col-
lateral damage’ these are individuals 
just like us with the same international 
human right to self determination. 

With conventional nonprofits 
like UNRWA banned and aid heavily 
restricted in Gaza, Palestinians refu-

This Season Of Giving, 

Consider The Refugees Of Gaza

gees are being starved to death and are 
relying on the generosity of everyday 
people to survive. This year, they have 
been forced to use social media not 
only to livestream their own genocide 
but to beg for donations as well. 

Across the board, you’d be hard 
pressed to find any demographic more 
worthy of charitable giving than refu-
gees. Forcibly displaced and expelled 
from their homelands, refugees are left 
with nothing. 

In this season of giving, do not 
turn a blind eye to Gaza. There are a 
few grassroots organizations like The 
Sameer Project, INARA and Operation 
Olive Branch still functioning in lim-
ited capacity and they are in dire need 
of funding during the cold, rainy win-
ter. Listen to the stories, bear witness 
to the suffering and consider donating. 
Ultimately, aren’t we all the same; just 
human beings trying to stay warm?

Zenia and Maher Milad, refugees in 
Zawaida, central Gaza.
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from Megan Baucco
Since 1935, First Federal Lakewood 

has been a steward of our commu-
nity. Our prominent headquarters 
and branch, located at the corner of 
Detroit and Warren Roads, is a down-
town Lakewood landmark. We recently 
decided to sell part of our Lakewood 
Headquarters building complex to 
Co-Hatch, a membership-based com-
pany providing work and event spaces. 
We are excited to be a part of adding 
coworking and community gathering 
spaces to our hometown.

We are confident we have engaged 
the right partners to honor our historic 
real estate and use the property appro-
priately to enhance our hometown. 
Although you may see future changes 
to the portion of the building we sold, 
customers and community members 
will not notice any change in their in-
person interactions with us.

To further deepen our commit-
ment to our employees and customers, 
we are also undergoing a renovation 
in the portion of the building we still 
own. This part of the project will bring 
to life significantly improved office 
and workspaces for our team mem-
bers. Creating a flexible workspace that 
evolves with the workforce makes First 

Federal Lakewood better positioned to 
meet the needs of our employees, cus-
tomers and neighbors.

Please join me in sharing our 
enthusiasm for this positive change. Be 
assured that our longevity and dedi-
cation to the Lakewood community 
remains as strong as ever. We are proud 
of our place in Lakewood’s development 
and intend to remain at the commu-
nity forefront well into the future. This 
dedication is what sets us apart and 
has made First Federal Lakewood THE 
community bank for nearly 90 years.

Thank you,
Tim Phillips
President & CEO
First Federal Lakewood

Op-Ed: 

First Federal Lakewood 
Headquarters Building Sale

Michael A. Bentley 
Vice President, Investments

440.801.1629
Michael.Bentley@RaymondJames.com

JohnsonBentley.com
159 Crocker Park Blvd., Suite 390

Westlake, OH 44145
 

We are here for all
your financial

planning & wealth 
 management needs

Financial Planning
Investment Strategy
Retirement Planning
Portfolio Management
Alternative Investments
Educational Planning
Estate and Trust Services
Longevity Planning
Corporate Retirement
Plan ConsultingRaymond James & Associates, Inc Member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC

PLEASE ONLY NOMINATE A HOME 
ONCE. Once it's nominated, it's in the 
contest.   We will happily go out and 
photograph all nominated homes. 
Nominations will only be accepted 
through December 17th. On Decem-

Holiday Fun For All 

LO’s Holiday Decorating Contest 2024
continued from page 1

Moments in Lakewood’s History thanks 
to FFL. The temperature hits 103, a 
record that still stands to this day.

ber 18th, the voting starts. More on the 
voting process in the next issue of the 
Lakewood Observer. 

Prizes are courtesy of of Carabel 
Beauty Salon and Store,  India Garden, 
Woodstock BBQ, and The Root Cafe. 
If your business would like to donate 
a gift prize, just give us a call. We are 
grateful for your support. 

by Sharon Schuldt
The Healthy Lakewood Founda-

tion (HLF) Board of Directors awarded 
$104,800 in Neighborhood Oppor-
tunity grants at its November Board 
meeting.

The HLF Board awarded these 
grants to twenty-one local organiza-
tions for community-based projects 
that support community building and 
engagement through innovation and 
learning. These projects support mean-
ingful work at the hyperlocal level in 
Lakewood. This funding seeks to address 
the social determinants of health and 

For Community Support

Healthy Lakewood Foundation 
Announces Funding 

the conditions of our community that 
impact our health and well-being.

Awarded Neighborhood Oppor-
tunity Grants include:

$4,000 to Empower Sports for 
sports league programming and par-
ticipation for students with a disability/
disabilities.

$4,500 to College Now Greater 
Cleveland, for a series of college plan-
ning workshops for high school students 
and their parents, from FAFSA prep to 
college transition and more.

Read the entire list online at
lakewoodobserver.com

A lovely tribute to the start!

fro
m 

La
ke

wo
od

  O
bs

er
ve

r A
rc

hiv
es



Page 9	 The Lakewood Observer Volume 20, Issue 23	 December 4, 2024

	 Celebrating Over 19 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com	

LAKEWOOD CARES

Plaster Repair
Wall to Wall TransformationsWall to Wall Transformations

Specializing in:
Plaster and lathe

Restoration
Decorative Finishes, 

including American Clay

216-255-8529
fully insured, free estimates

Plaster Repair

by Tonya Sams
Family turmoil can be difficult 

to manage, and a custody battle can 
add even more strain. If your case 
goes before the court, it’s important to 
understand what to expect.

The most common custody cases 
involve both parents, and the court’s 
primary goal is to create a parenting 
plan focused on the child’s best inter-
ests. Generally, there are two types of 
plans: residential parenting and shared 
parenting.

Several roles or responsibilities 
may be assigned by the court (or agreed 
upon by both parents). For instance, 
the designation of "residential parent" 
can sometimes be limited to deci-
sions like choosing the child’s school 
district. In other cases, it may include 
broader rights, such as making choices 
about healthcare and extracurricular 
activities.

“Something less than a 50/50 split 
is considered shared parenting time, 
and that's more typical,” explains 
Andrea Gonzalez-Burton, Senior 
Attorney in the Family Law Practice 
Group at The Legal Aid Society of 
Cleveland.

The court determines the appro-
priate custody plan by considering 
multiple factors beyond Ohio law 
alone. Input from child advocates, 
mental health professionals, psycholo-

Involved In A Custody Battle

Free Legal Advice For Domestic Violence Survivors
gists, and parents is carefully weighed. 
Often, a thorough review of the fam-
ily’s background is essential to ensure 
the child’s safety and well-being.

In some cases, a child may be 
appointed a Court Appointed Special 
Advocate (CASA) or an attorney called 
a guardian ad litem. Both roles serve 
the child’s best interests, and some-
times an additional guardian ad litem 
is appointed to represent the child’s 
personal wishes.

“Occasionally, a child’s desires 
may differ from what’s in their best 
interest,” Andrea said. “In unique 
cases, especially with older teens, the 
child might become a party to the case 
so that their wishes can be considered, 
though this is rare. Ultimately, it is up 
to the judge to decide what parenting 
time will look like.”

Even in cases involving domestic 
violence, the court generally believes a 
child should still have the opportunity 
to build a healthy relationship with 
both parents. To prevent any risk to 
the child, structured guidelines are put 
in place during visitations or custody 
exchanges. For example, drop-offs 
might be arranged in public places, at 
a police or fire station, or via school 
transfers, where each parent takes 
turns picking up or dropping off at the 
school. 

Andrea emphasizes that custody 

cases are not about “winning” or “los-
ing” in the traditional sense.

“Winning means being able to 
see your child in a therapeutically 
appropriate setting with safe, healthy 
behaviors. That’s the only standard of 
winning that we recognize.”

Are you a victim of domestic vio-

lence and involved in a custody case?  
Legal Aid may be able to help! To apply 
for assistance, call 888-817-3777, or 
complete an online intake 24/7 at las-
clev.org.   

Tonya Sams is the Development 
& Communications Manager at The 
Legal Aid Society of Cleveland.

ple, at 15300 Detroit Ave., over two 
days.  

Dec. 13 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
non-perishable food donations will be 
sorted. Later that evening, LCAC mem-
bers and volunteers will gather from 6 
to 7:30 p.m. to bag non-perishable food. 

Dec. 14 from 9 a.m. to noon, 
LCAC members and volunteers will 
bag perishable food and then hand 
deliver both non-perishable and per-
ishable bags filled with food fixings to 
the community. 

LCAC will need volunteers of all ages 
to sort food items, bag over 300 bags of 
food, and deliver them to the community. 

The event will be held regardless 
of the weather, so dress accordingly to 
stay warm and dry.

With the success of the Thanks-
giving Food Drive and the number of 
volunteers that came to help, LCAC 
members hope for a similar success at 
its upcoming Christmas Food Drive 
over Dec. 13-14. 

For more information or to make a 

LCAC Wraps Up Thanksgiving Food Drive, 
Prepares For Christmas Food Drive

monetary donation, visit www.LCAC.
info. Make sure to follow Lakewood 
Charitable Assistance Corporation 
on Facebook and @lcacfooddrives on 
Instagram for updates on everything 
LCAC does and to keep up-to-date with 
the organization.

continued from page 1
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DECEMBER
ARIES: The New Moon lands in 

Ram’s house of long-distance travel, 
so have yourself a Merry Little Xmas 
somewhere hot. The more heat, the bet-
ter for our Ram, Feliz Navidad anyone?

TAURUS: The Bull is having the 
most Wonderful Time of the Year this 
Christmas; the New Moon landed in your 
8th house of other people’s resources, an 
inheritance, or the Lotto perhaps.

GEMINI: The Twins are hav-
ing double the pleasure, double the 
fun this Christmas in the relationship 
house. Did someone see Mommy kiss-
ing Santa Claus under the mistletoe?

CANCER: The Crab will be look-
ing for ways to trim not only the tree 
but the waistline as well; with that New 
Moon on your house of health, try some 
Rocking Around the Christmas Tree.

LEO: The Lion/Lioness is hot to 
trot in the Jungle this Christmas, that 
New Moon is lighting up your house of 
romance like a forest fire, All they Want 
for Christmas is You, baby you, Roar!

VIRGO: Virgo, you might want 
to get a head start on sprucing up your 
abode this Christmas; the New Moon 
is shining on home & heart, get ready to 
Deck the Halls with the family around.

LIBRA: Santa Claus is Coming to 
Town for our Libra friends this year, 
& no better place to shop than right in 

the community, the neighborhood; the 
New Moon is lighting up the local town.

SCORPIO: The Scorpion is com-
ing out of its cave this Christmas; 
the New Moon just set your house of 
Finances ablaze. Take advantage & 
Roast some Chestnuts on a Yuletide 
open fire.

SAGITTARIUS: The New Moon is 
shining its Sunshine & Moonshine on 
the Centaur’s physical self; it’s all about 
you: get outdoors, go for an adventure, 
take the gang on a Sleigh Ride.

CAPRICORN: The Goat is 
spending time behind the scenes this 
Christmas, with that New Moon tak-
ing a rest in your 12th house; meditate 
so you can hear the Angels when they 
whisper.

AQUARIUS: The more, the mer-
rier, for our Aquarians this Christmas. 
The New Moon is lighting up your house 
of friendships; gather the whole gang for 
a celebration of Joy to the World.

PISCES: The Fish is spending the 
Twelve Days of Christmas at the office 
with the New Moon lighting up your 
house of career; grab your Christmas 
bonus, & swim on over to the office party.

Eva Starr, the local astrologer, has 
been studying the moon & stars since 
she could read. You can reach Starr at 
evastarr@evastarr.com & her website 
evastarr.com

from Leah Hudak
The National Agreement 

between the Postal Service and the 
National Association of Letter Car-
riers (NALC) expired on May 20, 
2023. Since then, the president of 
the NALC and the Postal Service 
have been in meetings to draw up a 
new contract that then needs to be 
voted on by the NALC membership. 
As of December 2, 2024 we are 562 
days without a contract.

During this time, NALC Presi-
dent, Brian Renfroe, has not been 
transparent with the negotiations, 
but has stated several matters and 
his stand on them. Now that a ten-
tative agreement has come out, 
Renfroe’s vows have come up short.

Renfroe stated that he would 
not accept any agreement that still 
had non-career employees. The 
tentative agreement still has City 
Carrier Assistants (CCA) still in 
place.

Renfroe implied that the raises 
would be historical. The tentative 
agreement offers raises that are only 
1.3% every November. We have had 
higher yearly raises previously.

Renfroe said that there would 

be measure implemented to pro-
tect from abusive management. The 
tentative agreement provided none.

Renfroe ensured we would have 
means other than the grievance 
procedure to ensure that manage-
ment would follow the contract. 
The tentative agreement provided 
nothing for this either.

There are carriers across the 
country that live in their cars or 
live on friends and families couches 
because they cannot afford food 
and gas and rent.

Letter carriers worked every 
day during the global pandemic in 
which most of America was home 
and carriers were their only form 
of contact every day; their only 
consistency and normalcy. Letter 
Carriers worked 12 hours a day 6 
days a week. It was not uncommon 
to see carrier pay stubs of 72 hours 
per week. 

This and many more reasons 
are why we are saying NO and host-
ing a rally on December 8, 2024 at 
27300 Center Ridge Rd, Westlake, 
Ohio 44145. Come stand with us as 
we stand up against this tentative 
agreement.

NALC President’s Vows Come Up Short

Letter Carriers Fight Back 
Against Tentative Agreement

initiatives, and support of general 
operations. “These grants reflect a mul-
titude of approaches that strengthen 
important systems of support in our 
communities in order to meet the 
respective needs of those who often 
face challenges in accessing essential 
health care,” shared Kristin Broadbent, 
president and CEO of the Foundation. 
“From partnering with organizations 
that embrace a culturally centered care 
approach to funding programs that 
utilize trauma-informed care to pro-
mote healing, to supporting preventive 
and wrap-around behavioral health 
services, this work is designed to boost 
health equity.”

“We’re proud to support our 2024 
grant recipients who recognize and 
understand barriers to access that make 
managing care difficult for individuals 
and families impacted by health dispar-
ities,” comments Gina Gavlak, board 
chair of the Foundation. “Together, 
these investments help fill gaps that 

exist within the health care landscape.” 
In addition to this year’s recipients, 

four nonprofit partners will begin year 
two of their multi-year grant awarded 
last year. These include Colors+, In Har-
mony Therapeutic Services, LifeAct, and 
Nueva Luz Urban Resource Center. The 
Foundation also contributed to and con-
tinues its participation in the Greater 
Cleveland Funder’s Collaborative.

Highlights of 2024 grants 
approved by the Foundation’s board 
of directors include:

B. Riley Sober House - $61,250 for 
the addition of a part-time psychiatrist 
and full-time Licensed Independent 
Social Worker to the staff which rep-
resent a new component in providing 
onsite comprehensive mental health 
counseling, improved substance use 
disorder counseling, and integrated 
treatment for co-occurring disorders.

Bellefaire JCB - $228,647 to sus-
tain access to vital behavioral health 

Three Arches Foundation 2024 Grants 
Local Nonprofits Receive $2 Million 
To Boost Equitable Access To Care

Read the entire list online at
lakewoodobserver.com

continued from page 1
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COVE COMMUNITY CENTER

by Nancy Feighan
Valerie Carmen Martin, a vibrant 

and adventurous spirit, was to be fea-
tured in the upcoming "Meet Me at 
Cove" series, where we hoped to share 
her incredible story. Unfortunately, 
Valerie passed away before we could 
submit her profile, but we still want to 
honor her memory and the remarkable 
life she led.

A resident of Lakewood since 
2003, Valerie was known for her pas-
sion for life, her adventurous nature, 
and her infectious enthusiasm. Born 
in Cleveland, Valerie spent much of 
her childhood moving with her fam-
ily as her father worked for various 
radio stations, eventually settling back 
in northeast Ohio. Her father’s career 
as an engineer at WGAR and later as 
Chief Engineer for WEWS Channel 5’s 
transmitter introduced her to a world 
of storytelling and technical expertise 
that would shape her own path.

Valerie’s love for adventure began 
at an early age, inspired by her mother’s 
thrilling story of flying in a Piper Cub. 
Determined to follow in her footsteps, 
Valerie took her first flying lesson in 
1967 with no prior experience, armed 
only with a $5 coupon from Flying 
Magazine. Despite nerves and chal-

by Nancy Feighan
Thanks to a generous grant from 

the Healthy Lakewood Foundation, 
three seniors from Lakewood’s Divi-
sion of Aging enjoyed a special day at 
Mario’s International Spa. For two of 
them, it was their first spa experience.

The day began with a choice of 
steam baths, followed by rejuvenating 
massages and a delicious lunch. The 
pampering continued with manicures 
and pedicures, leaving all three partici-
pants feeling refreshed and revitalized.

After a lifetime of hard work and 
caring for others, this special day was a 
well-deserved treat.

“Spending the day at Mario’s Spa 
was a true delight—relaxing in the 
whirlpool, enjoying a massage, deli-
cious lunch, and a perfect mani-pedi. 
The historic 1800s house made it even 
more special. I’m so glad I chose a spa 
day for my bucket wish!"
-Eliza

“My day began with a relaxing 
sauna, followed by a soothing massage. 
After enjoying a delicious meal, I had 
my first pedicure, made even better by 
a great conversation with the manicur-
ist. For the next three days, I felt like I 
was walking on air. Thank you to the 
Healthy Lakewood Foundation for this 
unforgettable experience—it made me 
spectacularly happy.”
-Tina

“With a number of bucket list 
options to choose from, I selected 
Mario's International Spa, and it 
turned out to be a great decision. After 
we were welcomed with beverages, we 
began our excursion into delights one 
of which was an hour-long soothing 

In Memoriam: 

Valerie Carmen Martin, A Life Well 
Lived, A Legacy Of Adventure

lenging winds, Valerie quickly found 
her place in the cockpit, developing a 
deep passion for flying. She excelled 
in steep bank turns—often pushing 
beyond the FAA’s standard 30-degree 
limit to 50 degrees—showing a natural 
talent for the sport.

In 1968, Valerie completed her first 
solo flight, and by 1969, she had earned 
her private pilot’s license. In 1973, 
she achieved her commercial pilot’s 
license, a remarkable accomplishment 
during a time when very few women 
pursued aviation. Valerie financed her 
flight training with personal loans, as 

she was unable to secure traditional 
loans, often flying until the money ran 
out, then pausing until the loan was 
paid off. Her perseverance and dedi-
cation were a testament to her passion 
and determination.

Though her flying career took 
many twists and turns, Valerie’s love 
for aviation never faded. In 2021, a 
friend gifted her a one-hour flight at 
Burke Lakefront Airport, reigniting 
her love for the skies. Whether she 
was in the air or on the water—often 
on the Goodtime III, where she pre-
ferred the starboard side for the best 
views of Cleveland—Valerie found joy 
in exploring the world around her. “If 
it’s not the sky, it’s the water,” she often 
said, reflecting her zest for life and 
adventure.

In addition to her love of flying, 
Valerie found joy in her community at 
Cove Community Center, where she 
was an active participant in activities 
like bocce, cornhole, chair volleyball, 
and tabletop bowling. She embraced 
every opportunity to learn, have fun, 
and make new memories, whether at 
the Leap Year Senior Dance Party or 
the summer Luau.

Valerie’s story was one of persever-
ance, adventure, and joy. Her motto, 
“Do what you love and die happy,” 

encapsulated the way she lived her 
life—fully and fearlessly. Even in her 
74th year, she took to the skies again, 
connecting with the memory of her late 
grandmother, who had passed away at 
the same age. In July, she celebrated 
her 80th birthday, a testament to her 
indomitable spirit and love for life.

Though Valerie is no longer with 
us, her legacy of adventure, passion, and 
community will continue to inspire all 
who knew her. She touched many lives 
with her warmth and spirit. While she 
has taken her final flight, her memory 
will live on, encouraging us all to pur-
sue our passions and live fully. Valerie 
will be remembered for embracing life 
to the fullest and inspiring others to do 
the same. Rest in peace, Valerie.

Nancy Feighan is the Project 
Specialist II, Department of Human 
Services, City of Lakewood.

Bucket Wish: Part 2 Of A 3-Part Series Wish No. 2: 

A Dream Spa Day

massage, followed by a delicious lunch. 
The salmon was excellently prepared—
one of the best I’ve had in years. Then, 
I experienced a superb pedicure with 
a very flattering polish that I’m still 
enjoying today.”
-Stephanie

Stay tuned for Part 3 of our Bucket 
Wish series—you won’t want to miss it!
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16506 Detroit Rd.   Lakewood, OH 44107

Are you facing a legal problem that impacts
Health? Housing? Family? Money? Employment?

Contact Legal Aid!
Browse legal information or apply for help 24/7 online: www.lasclev.org
Or, call 888.817.3777 during most business hours.

Legal Aid thanks the  
Healthy Lakewood Foundation 

for its outreach support!

13362 Madison Ave.
 Lakewood, Ohio • (216) 226-8828

Kitchen Hours
Monday – Thursday – 4PM–10pm

Friday – 4PM–10pm
Saturday – 12pm–10pm

Sunday – 12pM–9PM
Bar is open later…

Happy Hour Monday – Friday 4 pm – 6 pmHappy Hour Monday – Friday 4 pm – 6 pm

#1
BBQIn Northern Ohio2021, 20222024!Scene Magazine

woodstocksmokejoint.com


