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The Night The Lights Went Outih Lakewood

Giant Eagle the day after the storm. Running on emergency power, they had already stripped their
shelves of perishables. Seventy percent of Lakewood was without power for at least 2 days, most for
almost a week. More photos of the damage on page eight.

LakewoodAlive Rolls Out
Knowing Your Home Educational

Series Schedule For Fall 2024

by Ava Olic

When it comes to your
home, there’s no better time
than now to take proper care of
this important investment, and
LakewoodAlive is here to help
you every step of the way.

LakewoodAlive
announces the Fall 2024 sched-
ule for this free educational
series intended for homeown-
ers looking to sustain and
improve their homes inside and
out. This series is designed to
help homeowners learn about
home maintenance best prac-
tices, give them the confidence
to tackle necessary repairs and

Date Workshop Tim Location

Thur. August B Fioor Refinishing T-B:30p.m. | Garwitz Wood Floor

381 August 24 Flants, Birds & Your 1011230 Lakewood Public
Backyard L. Likbwrary

Thur. Seplember Recycle Right 7B pm. | Lakewood Public

12 Library

Thur. Seplember EV at Homae T-B:30p.m. | Lakewood Public

18 Library

Thur. Dctober 3 Fireplaces & Chimnoys T-8:30p.m. | The Hearth Shop

Thur, Qetober 10 | Pest & Redent Control 7-8:30p.m. | Lakewood Public

Library
Sat. October 19 Rain Barrel Workshop 10-2 p.m. The Lakewood Tool Box |

improvements, and focus on
sustainability.

Open to all homeowners
in the greater Cleveland area,
not just Lakewood residents,
this series is intended for:

Look Inside Lakewood
House Tour September 8

Fak

by Sue Finley

Tour Time 24 — Lakewood
House Tour is back!

The His-
torical Society invites you to
discover some of the com-
munity’s  finest
during the Lakewood House
Tour: Look Inside Lakewood,
Sunday, September 8, from
1:00pm to 6:00pm.

Eight unique
— seven homes and a house of
worship - provide a glimpse
into Lakewood’s past. Celebrate
some of the community’s best

Lakewood

architecture

properties

examples of Craftsman, Tudor,
Mid-century and Colonial archi-
tecture, each lovingly preserved
and mindfully updated to offer
contemporary  conveniences.
Yours to explore: A side-by-side
double cleverly converted into a
single family dwelling. ..a Detroit
Avenue church that is home to

oy

o o et
Lakewood’s oldest continuously
worshiping congregation...a
Tudor with a twist and more.
There’s a style for everyone to dis-
cover and enjoy.

Touring opens the door
to history, where meticulous
craftsmanship and quality
materials were uncompromis-
ing building standards. The
featured homes, all of which
chosen by
nity nominations, were built
between 1908 and 1953. Appre-
ciate the seamless blending of
old and new, where modern

were commu-

amenities complement and
continued on page 10

Those considering a
home DIY project

- Those planning to hire a
contractor

- Those simply interested
in better understanding how
their home works

The second installment
of 2024’s home education pro-
gram features a collection of
seven workshops taking place
from August through October.
Led by industry experts, most
of the workshops are in presen-
tation format and those that
can be held on location aim to
offer a hands-on feel, provid-
ing homeowners step-by-step
direction on how to complete
specific repairs. The goal of
this series is helping to remove
the guesswork from daunting
home repairs and improve-
ment projects, getting the work
done correctly the first time,
and saving your precious time
and money.

The 2024 Fall
commences with “Floor Refin-
ishing” on Thursday, August
8, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. This
kick-off workshop will focus
on best practices for repairing
and refinishing your hard-

Series

continued on page 11

Founder of Award Winning Observer Community-Written Newspapers & Websites

Lakewood Dog Park
Swim Coming To

Becks Pool

by Karen Karp

Got dogs? Got water? Mix
the two together and you have
the ingredients for a tail-wag-
ging good time. Join Friends
of the Lakewood Dog Park
(FLDP) for the 2024 Lakewood
Dog Park Swim at Becks Pool,
13201 Madison Avenue, on
Monday, August 26, 2024,
from 5-7 PM.

You are invited to attend
the most anticipated event on
Lakewood’s canine calendar.
Round up the four-legged fam-
ily members, grab a couple of
towels, a leash, and head for
the pool.

Cost for admission to the
annual fundraiser, now in its
nineteenth year, is $8 for 1 dog
and $7 for each additional dog,
cash only. Proceeds will ben-
efit FLDP, the all-volunteer
organization that works with
the City of Lakewood to care
for the Lakewood Dog Park
and raises funds for dog park
improvements.

All dogs must be licensed
and up to date on their vac-

Owners

cinations.
responsible for their dog’s
safety and are expected to
clean up after them. FLDP will
bring the pick-up bags, please
use them.

All human guests must
sign a waiver. You will be in the
water faster if you print and fill
out the form in advance. On

are

August 26th, turn in the waiver
at the desk when you arrive.

https://resources.final-
site.net/images/v1691759868/
lakewoodcityschoolsorg/
fkq5vrvurwekoiqkquoz/dog-
swimwaiver.pdf

Karen Karp is President
of Friends of the Lakewood
Dog Park, Inc.

‘New Teacher Luncheon

2

Thank you to the Lakewood Chamber of Commerce for another
great New Teacher Luncheon on Friday! So wonderful to have
the business community embrace and support our new educators
every year! It’s the Lakewood Way!

Due To Skatepark Construction
Lakewood Park Amenities
To Close After Labor Day

from City of Lakewood

Due to the construction at
the Lakewood Park Skatepark,
the following Lakewood Park
amenities will be closed shortly
after Labor Day:

+ Skatepark

* Tennis Courts

+ Basketball Courts

+ Parking spaces adjacent
to basketball courts/skatepark.

Tennis players seeking an

alternate place to play can visit
the tennis courts at Lakewood
High School located next to the
stadium, Kaufmann Park, Webb
Park, and Merl-Bunts Park.

Alternate basketball court
options include Madison Park
and Wagar Park.

The skatepark construc-
tion is expected to be complete
in the Spring of 2025.
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AROUND TOWN

Church of the Ascension
Fourth Annual Car Show

B

by Susan O'Donnell

Church of the Ascension Fourth
Annual Car Show

Sunday, August 25th 10:00am to
2:00 pm

(Rain date Sunday, September
8th, 10:00am-2:00pm)

13216 Detroit Ave., Lakewood

Join us to celebrate our 149-year
church history with the beauty of his-
Church of
the Ascension has served the commu-

torical and collector cars.

nity of Lakewood since 1875. Last year
the car show hosted forty unique and
beautiful collector cars! There was
something for everyone to enjoy: one-
of-a-kind cars, good food, music and
raffle baskets.

One of the premier collectors is Jeff
Fisher who grew up on Wyandotte in
Lakewood, served in the Vietnam War,
and was awarded the Purple Heart. Jeff
is not a member of the church, but just
one of many collectors who joins us
each year.

Jeff shows his 1963 Plymouth Savoy
Superstock 426 Max Wedge. It is a trib-
ute to a factory racer which in 1963 you
could buy from the dealer. His car has
won numerous awards including the
Mopar National Car Show.

There is a ten-dollar car exhibi-

From Oct 7 thru Oct 21

tor fee. Dash plaques are given at
registration. Exhibitor trophies and
Fan Favorite trophies are awarded.
Guest admission is free.
available along with Raffle Baskets and
a Fifty-Fifty Raffle too. Thank you
to our Lakewood community spon-
sors this year: Angelos Pizza, Bruces
Automotive, Georgetown Restaurant,
Knapp’s Auto, The Melt and Sweet
Designs Chocolatier.

We provide three monthly com-
munity meals, four community grilled
hamburger-hotdog dinners in the
front yard, and community Thanks-
giving and Christmas Dinners as well

Lunch is

as six AA meetings weekly. This is our
mission at Church of the Ascension.
ALL money raised goes directly to the
church to support the continuing cost
of maintaining our food programs as
well as supporting those who are over-
coming alcohol and drug addiction.

Finding Lakewood Scavenger Hunt Returns

by Laura Hazen
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New Scoreboard

by Christine Gordillo

Crews have been working hard this week installing a new scoreboard at the
First Federal Lakewood Stadium!

Get ready for a more electrifying game-day experience as we light up the field
with enhanced visuals like live and recorded video clips, real time scores/stats, ani-
mations and graphics.

Stay tuned for pictures of the finished product and make sure to come out to
show your Ranger Pride at our upcoming home games for football and soccer.

Participants of last year's hunt had so much fun, we're doing it again. This
year's contest will run from October 7 through October 21. Keep an eye on the
Lakewood Ohio Division of Aging Facebook page and The Lakewood Observer,
and watch for flyers around town for how to sign up. We hope to start taking reg-
istrations early in September. Then get ready to scour the city to find the features/
places around town, provided in photos on October 7. Correctly identify all the
locations to be entered into a drawing for prizes. All proceeds benefit the Lakewood
Division of Aging.

JOHNSON | BENTLEY

WEALTH PARTNERS

RAYMOND JAMES

We are here for all
your financial
planning & wealth

management needs
« Financial Planning

« Investment Strategy

« Retirement Planning

Michael A. Bentley

Vice President, Investments

440.801.1629

Michael.Bentley@RaymondJames.com

JohnsonBentley.com

159 Crocker Park Blvd., Suite 390

Westlake, OH 44145

Raymond James & Associates, Inc Member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC

« Portfolio Management

« Alternative Investments

« Educational Planning

. Estate and Trust Services

« Longevity Planning

« Corporate Retirement
Plan Consulting

LAKEWOOD
OBSERVER

Your Independent Source for Lakewood News & Opinion

Published twice a month with a current circulation of 10,000+ copies. The paper is made available
free of charge and can be found at over 100 business locations within the City of Lakewood and on
our website. The views and opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views
and opinions of the publisher and staff. Copyright 2024 « AGS/The Lakewood Observer, Inc. All
rights reserved. Any reproduction is forbidden without written permission.
The mission of the Lakewood Observer is to attract, articulate, and amplify civic
intelligence and community good will in the city of Lakewood and beyond.

Become an Observer!

The Lakewood Observer is a product of citizen journalism, which means it is a completely
community-written paper. We are looking for volunteer writers, photographers, designers, and
illustrators. It doesn’t matter if you’re a professional or an amateur, our editorial staff will be glad
to help you through the process. Register to our Member Center at lakewoodobserver.com where
you can submit stories, press releases, letters to the editor, photos, cartoons, drawings, etc. No need
to register to post online calendar items or classified ads. Questions? Email our Editor-in-chief at
betsy@ lakewoodobserver.com..

www.lakewoodobserver.com

216.407-6818 OR 216.339.2531
PO BOX 770203, Lakewood, OH 44107

[i Lakewood Observer

Publish Date
Wednesday, September 4, 2024
Wednesday, September 18, 2024

Upcoming Submission Deadline
Friday, August 30, 2024
Friday, September 13, 2024

PUBLISHER EDITOR IN CHIEF ASSOCIATE EDITORS ADVERTISING
Debra O’Bryan Betsy Voinovich Emily Kompier Sales Manager
216.339.2531

ADVISORY BOARD - Heidi Hilty, Jeff Endress, Jim Crawford, Debra O’Bryan,
Jim O’Bryan, Steve Ott, Betsy Voinovich

ILLUSTRATIONS - Rob Masek, Jim O’Bryan

PHOTOGRAPHY - Nancy Feighan, Jeff Fritz, Dr. Charles Greanoff, Chris-
tine Gordillo, and Jim O’Bryan

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS - Lisa Calfee, Nancy Feighan,

Sue Finley, Jeff Fritz, Tom Fuller, Christine Gordillo, Dr. Charles Greanoff,
Laura Hazen, Karen Karp, Kenneth Knabe, Kara Vlach-Lasher,

Debra O’Bryan, Jim O’Bryan, Susan O’Donnell, Ava Olic, Tonya Sams,
Sharon Schuldt, and Ronald Slezak

The Lakewood Observer is produced by volunteers/residents of Lakewood.

If you'd like to help this history-making 19-year-old project continue to publish the words, stories and images of fellow

Lakewoodites follow the QR Code to the Member Center and sign up at www.lakewoodobserver.com/members.

If you’d like to advertise with us contact: production@lakewoodobserver.com.
Subscribe to the digital edition by sending a request to

thelakewoodobserver.digitalegmail.com with “SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line.
Isn’t it time you joined this effort to report community news while preserving our history?

Celebrating Over 19 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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THE MAYOR’S CORNER

Storm Recovery

by Meghan George
Mayor/Safety Director, City of Lakewood

As we are all well aware, Lakewood
recently experienced an extremely dif-
ficult week following the touchdown of
multiple tornadoes in Northeast Ohio,
including one in our immediate neigh-
boring city, Rocky River. With tens of
thousands losing power and cellphone
service here — some losing services
for close to a week — it was a time of
extreme hardship for many. But it was
also a time when we saw the true spirit
of community in Lakewood in action.

I want to thank and commend so
many of you who went out of your way
to check on neighbors, offer help and
supplies, donate money and goods to
our Human Services department, and
just generally pitch in during this time
of need. The Healthy Lakewood Foun-
dation stepped up with a $10,000 grant
to the City which we used to provide gift
cards for those of limited means (mainly
seniors) to replace spoiled food and
Trish Rooney and Lakewood Commu-
nity Services Center were instrumental
in leading an effort for SNAP recipi-
ents to apply for replacement benefits. I
also must commend the work done by
our various departments to swiftly and
continuously provide critical public ser-
vices over the past week.

Our police and fire emergency
responders handled crises across the city
in real time, but also took on key addi-
tional work such as delivering thousands
of bottles of water to high-rises and
obtaining emergency oxygen tanks for
health challenged residents. Our Public
Works team members have been dog-
gedly making repairs and cleaning up
the storm fallout. And some of our most
important efforts have been performed
by our Human Services Department
staffers who worked many extra hours to
keep Cove Community Center open for
those in need of cooling, food and bev-

erages, electricity, and WIFI. Our social

workers also performed daily check-ins
for our seniors who live in the multiple
high rises and other senior residences
across Lakewood. With additional sup-
port from a number of local Lakewood
businesses, hundreds of meals were pro-
vided to those in need. I am so proud
of our frontline city workers for rising
to the occasion in a time of great need
and working many hours to get the job
done. They are true public servants.

Outside of Lakewood, I want to
give a special thank you to Cuyahoga
County Executive Chris Ronayne for
his leadership in declaring the storm a
county-wide emergency and for team-
ing with State Senator Nickie Antonio
and State Representative Mike Skindell
in helping to push the State of Ohio to
do the same. This was a key effort that
succeeded. I also must acknowledge
Governor DeWine for his decision to
ultimately declare a state emergency
for our county and seven others. This
was an important designation that
will allow Lakewood and our fellow
affected communities to defray our
costs incurred in responding to the
storm fallout. The City will be working
to take full advantage of these poten-
tial resources to underwrite our costs
from the storm.

As we all continue to address the
aftereffects of the storm, please con-
sider and consult the list below that
may provide you with key information
and resources.

Lost Food/SNAP Benefits: Many
in our community, especially seniors
on a limited income, benefit from
SNAP benefits, and lost food during
the power outage. You may be eligible
to apply for reimbursement, possibly
up to a month’s worth of benefits. Our
team in Human Services may be able to
help with information about the appli-
cation process. If interested, please call

Human Services at 216.529.5061.

Tree Limbs/Branches:
are still working to deal with tree
branches and limbs that fell from the
storm, you can call the Refuse Divi-
sion (216.252.4322) or Streets/Forestry
Division (216.529.6810) for pickup
of fallen tree material that you have
placed on your treelawn.

Damage to Your Home/Building:
The Building and Housing Department
(216.529.6270) is performing inspections
of damaged homes and can provide city

If you

documentation showing the need for
repairs. While the city does not provide
engineering analysis on structural dam-
age, the paperwork provided by Building
and Housing may be useful to home-
owners when filing claims with their
insurance providers. You can also find a
list of contractors, searchable by service
type, who are certified to perform work
in Lakewood: https://www.lakewoodoh.

gov/housing-building.
Beware “Storm Chaser” Scam
Artists: After natural disasters,

dishonest “storm chasers” and out-of-
town contractors may knock on your
door or call you to solicit business.
These individuals often lack proper
licensing,

experience, and qualifi-

cations, and take money without
delivering on their promises. The City
advises you to be cautious with any
such aggressive solicitations. You can
read more about how to handle “storm
chasers” here: https://www.bbb.org/
all/natural-disasters/protect-yourself-
from-storm-chasers

Please Support Local Businesses:
Many of our local Lakewood small
businesses suffered losses as a result of
the storm. The City encourages resi-
dents if possible to patronize our local
shops and restaurants and help them
keep dollars local as they reopen now
that power has been restored. The City
is also thankful to those businesses
that had power who donated food and
resources to those in need.

Sign Up for “ReadyNotify” System:
In the past year, The City of Lakewood
joined the Cuyahoga County Ready-
Notify System, which allows us to send
important messages to the communityon
a mass scale. ReadyNotify was extremely
helpful in communicating with residents
to keep them updated during the past
week, and the City encourages everyone
to register for this service. You can do so
here:  https://public.coderedweb.com/
CNE/en-US/BFFDI1901E551.

Lakewood Clock Repair
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| | E rakewoodClockRepair.com

(216) 421-4201
15725 Madison Av

- Mechanical clock repair,
incl Torsion clocks (Atmos,
anniversary, 400/1000 day)

-Watch battery replacement
- Grandfather clock service

1oyt o

Medication Management
——— Lunch & Learn ———

(440) 808-5500 | ONeillHC.com

Please RSVP to Heather
at (440) 941-3380 by
Aug. 21st.

August 26,2024 | 12:00PM - 1:30PM

Join us at O’'Neill Healthcare Lakewood for a lunch and
learn featuring the important topic of Medication
Management. Hear from esteemed speakers from
Remedi HealthCare pharmacy on best practices and
medication tips.

Registration at 11:45AM
Event at 12:00PM

Tours to follow!

Q@ O’Neill Healthcare Lakewood
13900 Detroit Road, Lakewood, OH 44107

BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | MIDDLEBURG HEIGHTS | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

Celebrating Over 19 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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LAKEWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY

Upcoming Events

by Lisa Calfee

Meet The Author-
Playhouse Square and the Cleveland Renaissance

by John Vacha

August 21, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Shortly after World War 1, five theaters were constructed within a two-block
radius in downtown Cleveland, which became known collectively as Playhouse
Square. By the end of the 1960s, urban decline had darkened four of their marquees
with demolition to follow, until a group of like-minded Clevelanders united to save
the Square. Its rejuvenation became a catalyst for Cleveland’s larger comeback from
postindustrial decline. Join John Vacha as he discusses the first book to give a com-
plete account of this history, from the Square’s 1921 opening to the triumphant
reopening in 2022. Books will be available for sale and signing at the event.

Film- The Postman Always Rings Twice (1946)

Directed by Tay Garnett

Sunday, September 8, 2024

2:00 p.m. (93 minutes)

Main Library Auditorium

Nick Smith (Cecil Kellaway), the middle-aged owner of a roadside diner, hires
a drifter, Frank Chambers (John Garfield), to work at his restaurant. Frank quickly
begins an affair with Nick’s beautiful young wife, Cora (Lana Turner), and the two
conspire to kill Nick and seize his assets. When they succeed, local prosecutor Kyle
Sackett becomes suspicious but is unable to build a solid case. The couple soon real-
ize, however, that no misdeed goes unpunished.

Knit & Lit Book Club:

Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium
September 17, 2024: The Power by Naomi Alderman

Booked For Murder Book Club:

Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. in the Main Multipurpose Room
September 19, 2024: Past Imperfect by Joshua Cohen

SPORTS ARE FAST.
BETTING SHOULDN'T BE.

Q@) serumrs - (1) RecosnzeTHERisKs  (IT) KNOW WHENTOSTOP

Online betting takes conds. But betting too quickly
could put you at risk. should pause before
you bet at PauseBeforeYouPlay.org.
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photo by Jim Crawford

The lzbmry did not escape storm damage, with the main losing two trees.

Blinded By The Light

by Jeff Fritz

Wasn't too thrilled with the deci-
sion to move two of the Library Porch
Concerts to Madison Park.

Even less thrilled to squint into the

sun while trying to listen to the music.
As I recall, the first Solstice event

to the sun, but someone had the good
sense to position them with their backs
facing North the next year, and in all
succeeding years.

Maybe Madison Park can find a
solution by next year. Otherwise keep
all concerts at the Library.

also had the musicians with their backs

Robert Dintaman, Etc.

Please require those running for political offices in Lakewood to indicate their
party affiliation if the office would be a party associate political office. It is clear
that those of us who are concerned with the gerrymandered Republican dominated
legislature in Ohio are looking for alternatives to anyone who may continue that
dominance.

Many thanks,

Tom Fuller

Compassion Is Not Partisan

by Ronald Slezak

I know this will sound odd. Most people have been comparing this moment
in history to LB]J's withdrawl speech in '68 but I couldn't help but think of Richard
Nixon's resignation speech in '74. The circumstances couldn't be more different but
the personal anguish is the same.

I remember reading "Nixon, the Final Days" years ago. I was truly moved read-
ing about Nixon's emotional turmoil and pain when it became clear that his lifelong
dream was over. I couldn't imagine what it would be like to have everyone you love
and respect telling you it's time to go.

Joe Biden, like Nixon before him, realized that it was that time and that he
could count on the love of his family to carry him through the moment. The lesson
here is that, regardless of your own personal feelings towards someone, we should
all be able to feel compassion for anyone suffering a loss and doing what's right, no
matter how they arrived at that moment.

Celebrating Over 19 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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LAKEWOOD SCHOOLS

The Legacy Of Pitcher Mia-Carroll-Greeves

by Dr. Charles Greanoff

“Don’t get bitter, get better.” Those
are the exact words that Mia-Carroll-
Greeves' mothers Kelly and Maureen
used when her original travel softball
team split off and didn’t invite her, and
a few others, to come along. “We don’t
want you anymore,” were NOT the
words spoken to her, but in essence that
was the message. Lakewood’s all-time
leader in strikeouts and wins, a two-
time all-Cuyahoga County pitcher, a
Division I signee (Valparaiso), one of
the greatest softball players in school
history, was in essence left behind. It’s
one of the best things that ever hap-
pened to her.

Although Mia didn’t need more
motivation to work on her game, she
got some anyway, using this devel-
opment to further fuel her desire to
become a great pitcher. She ended
up on Team Ohio White, a fabulous
travel team with a knowledgeable,
demanding but supportive coach (Dale
Dawson) and hard charging team-
mates that embraced her. Pardon the
cliché, but the slamming of one door
did indeed open up a more fitting one,
and Mia walked right on through,
determined to get better, and without
bitterness. It worked.

Those Lakewood High School
Records--539 Strikeouts, 1.4 career
ERA--didn’t just materialize, but came
mostly from the “get better, not bitter”
attitude. Mia is not tall, not fast-of-
foot (actually, she’s slow) and is not
naturally very strong. She made her-
self stronger through 6 am workouts
in North Ridgeville (before Lakewood
had its current strength and condition-

Senflng Northern Ohio's Award |
Indian Lunch Buffet & Fine Dining

ing program) and worked relentlessly
on the craft of pitching. The one
athletic gift bestowed upon her was
excellent coordination. So, when she
and some friends
Elementary School came upon soft-
ball (specifically pitching) in our 10U

from Roosevelt

Emerald Necklace League--she found
her niche.

By the time freshman Mia took the
mound for the Lakewood Rangers in
2021, through endless hours of practice
and competition, she had developed
a changeup, a rise ball, a curveball, a
drop and of course a fastball. Lacking
height and natural strength, her veloc-
ity, while decent, has not yet reached
an elite level. She relies on deception—
keeping hitters off balance with her
vast pitching repertoire—to get her
outs. She lost some, won more, and
with each passing year got better.

The arrival of Mia at LHS coin-
cided with that of Head Coach Lucas

EXperience

Open Daily
11:30 am - 2:30 pm $14.95 Brunch or Lunch off Menu
4:30pm = 9:30pm - Award winning Dinner Menu

18405 Detroit Avenue © 216-221-0676

Yousko, a patient program-builder who
has been instrumental in establishing
the culture of "Mudita"—celebrating
the success of others. The Rangers have
fun, are respectful to their opponents,
and won more games than they lost
over the past four years, after several
seasons with fewer than 3 total wins.
Mia and Donnie Mikuluk were this
years’ NFHS Excellence in Sportsman-
ship Award winners. Mudita.

This past May, Mia ended her
Lakewood Rangers career in style,
hurling a 6-0 victory over Brookside,
striking out 13, and pacing the offense
with a grand-slam. When the final
out was recorded—on a grounder to
sophomore sister Gaby (on her birth-
day)—cheers erupted, but were soon

replaced by tears that celebrated, and
lamented, Mia’s now concluded high
school career.

The LHS softball program is in
good hands thanks not only to Mia but
also all the coaches, players and par-
ents who have invested in the program.
(The Tuleta’s have been mainstays.)
Next up on the mound is junior Ella
Bower, fiercely dedicated to her sport
with a tireless work ethic (Sound famil-
iar?) and ready to build on an already
impressive high school career.

Ella, like Mia, was chosen to be
part of the Student Athlete Leadership
Team (SALT), and has visited middle
and elementary schools to encourage
participation in sports and working
hard in school. Going forward, the
legacy of Ella, Mia, Emily Potoczak
and Maddy Magda (the three graduat-
ing seniors) will include not just their
play on the field, but their influence on
those who follow.

Mia’s high school journey is now
over, but all the smiles, high fives, rise
balls and words of encouragement that
you’ll see and hear at the North Lot
are the legacy of Mia and her family,
coaches and teammates. Get better, not
bitter. Long Live Lakewood

Dr. Charles Greanoffisa 1977 LHS
graduate. He teaches APUS History,
Native American studies and Psychol-
ogy at LHS.

LAKEWOOD DENTAL GROUP

5 Great Reaso ns To Call Us
1. CONVENIENCE..WE'LL SEE YOU IMMEDIATELY AND FIX YOUR PROBLEM.

2. PRICE..WE'RE AFFORDABLE AND WE WORK WITH YOUR INSURANCE.

3. TIME_WE KNOW YOUR TIME IS VALUABLE, WE DON'T KEEP YOU WAITING.

4, FEAR..NO NEED TO WORRY ABOUT PAIN, OUR WORK IS DONE COMFORTABLY.

5. OUR PROMISE..WE STAND BEHIND ALL THE WORK WE DO.

www.indiagardencleveland.com  CALL AND MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Celebrating Over 19 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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LAKEWOOD SCHOOLS
Harrison Lands $13K Grow Ohlo Grant

by Christine Gordillo

Harrison Elementary has earned a
Grow Ohio Grant that will provide the
school $13,465 to implement a com-
prehensive program that will educate
students about agriculture and food-
related career opportunities and give
them an opportunity to grow their
own food at school.

The Ohio Department of Educa-
tion and Workforce grant will allow
the Harrison community to engage
with several local food producer orga-
nizations throughout the year:

Fork Farms - Will provide the
school with a curriculum to learn
about agriculture and food-related
occupations through quarterly school
assemblies.

Ohio City Farm run by Source:
Cleveland - Over 50 Harrison English
language learners will visit this non-
profit run by refugees to see refugees in
our community engaged in running a
fully functional farm only miles from

where they live. Will also explore using
Ohio City Farm produce for USDA
school lunches.

Rust Belt Riders/Tilthe Soil - Will
provide soil for the school’s Green
Team garden projects.

Cleveland Botanical Gardens -
Green Team and EL students will
visit and learn about plants and plant-

Neighborhood Opportunity
Grant Cycle Opens August 19

by Sharon Schuldt

The Healthy Lakewood Founda-
tion is excited to announce that it is
accepting online application requests
for Neighborhood Opportunity Grants
funding starting on Monday August
19, 2024.

Neighborhood Opportunity
Grants support hyperlocal commu-
nity-based projects and initiatives that
increase engagement, creativity, and
connection. Funding is for projects in
Lakewood that:

Build and support community
engagement through activities, events,
programming, and/or resource sharing.

Address one or more social deter-
minants of health.

Advance our understanding of the
needs of community members through
innovative and creative projects.

Neighborhood Opportunity
Grants funding ranges between $1,000
— $7,500. The grant application, along
with additional steps, support and
resources, can be found on our website
at  healthylakewoodfoundation.org.

Home Alone

In Home Pet Care

While You Are Away
Experienced
Veterinarian Technician

Bonded & Insured
216-548-1543
djmhokin@gmail.com
Homealonepetsitting.net

HLF staff support is also available on
our site.

Applications will be accepted
through Friday, September 20, 2024,
with funding awards announced in
November. To learn more about this
opportunity, please visit HLF’s website.

Additionally, the Systems-Change
Grants LOI is currently open until
August 30, 2024. This funding seeks to
identify, learn, and address upstream
conditions that impact health out-
comes and create disparities for
Lakewood residents. We welcome pre-
liminary conversations for this process
and more information can be found on

our website.
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216.226.4401

the Root cafe

15118 detroit aves
lakewood,

www.theroot-cafe.com

related occupations.

The grant will also provide the
money to buy an indoor hydroponic
Flex Farm. The fruits and vegetables
grown indoors will be grown specifi-
cally for use in the Harrison cafeteria
to be served in school lunches, along
with the produce grown in the school’s
outdoor garden. The fruits and veg-
etables grown at Harrison will also be

used by the culinary program at West
Shore Career-Tech for their Ranger
Cafe at Lakewood High School. The
Harrison Green Team students will
have the opportunity to dine at the
Ranger Cafe to see how their food was
used and have a chance to interact with
the chefs, culinary students and the
district’s dietitian.

Harrison Principal Sabrina Craw-
ford is thrilled for her students.

“I am extremely excited about the
opportunities and experiences this
grant will bring to our Harrison stu-
dents. This grant will open the doors
for all students to truly be exposed to
the world of agriculture, which is the
top contributor to Ohio's economy,”
Crawford said. “The amount of hands-
on learning that will come from this
program will be carried with them into
their adulthood. They will likely gain
an appreciation for fresh produce and
become empowered to take ownership
of their food intake with an under-
standing of the health benefits!"

E %’Er"ﬂi’
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LAKIEWOOD
CITY SCHOOLS

Annual Dog Swim
Becks Pool August 26th, 5-7 pm

Becks pool (Madison Park) closes on August 25
Foster pool (Lakewood Park) cluses September 2

@ New booklet will be malled
out on August 16th.
Registration for residents
starts August 20th
MNon resident registration
starts September 3rd.

14100 Franklin Blvd. Lakewood, OH 44107
(216) 529-4081 = recreationlakewoodcityschools.org
follow us on facebook.com/Mkwdree » twitterncomAkwdree
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Pizza & Subs’

& 5

' ORDER ONLINE @ ROMANFOUNTAIN COM

Fomam Fountam s one ul'lhu misl
well-known and loved pizzena in
Lakewood, Ohio. Roman Fountain has
been serving up pizza since the mid 1950
with award winning pizza. calzone,
stromboli, subs, pasta, wings, and salads.

Whether carryout or delivery, we provide
vour family with the freshest of woppings
{over 25 to choose from) on our pizea. With
dnugh and sauce made daily from our own
recipe and freshly grated blend of mowaredla
& provolone cheese, we provide a great pizza
fior you mnd your Foamily

At

Foman Fountain you can find all your favontes:

Pizza s Subs
Calzones «  Wings
Stromboli = Appetizers
Salads s Desseris
Pasta « Dinners

To see our mem or coupons please go to

WWW. romanfountain.com
Oy stop by at
15603 Detroit Ave

Mear the comer of Lakeland Ave

Call us at 216-221-6633

Serving Lakewood's
businesses and residents
for over 20 years.

In Cleveland’s Journalism
Hall of Fame.

ADVERTISE WITH Us

mIS e Bit

CALL 216. 339-2531 T(:)DAYl

Celebrating Over 19 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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LAKEWOOD CARES

Service, Commumty Hallmarks Of H20 Camp

by Christine Gordillo

Since its inception in 1994, Lake-
wood's H20 (Help to Others) Summer
Service Camp has been a beacon
of community service and youth
empowerment. The camp, part of the
broader H20 program established in
1993, offers middle school students
a transformative experience focused
on volunteer service and community
building. Each year, the camp runs
four sessions, each spanning eight days,
where campers engage in various ser-
vice activities that include everything
from environmental conservation
projects to organizing a community-
wide Clothing Drive & Super Sale.

The mission of H20 Summer

Service Camp is clear: to connect

Lakewood youth with opportunities to
serve their community, nurture a cul-
ture of kindness, and help them develop
the skills needed to become engaged
citizens. The camp is grounded in the

belief that through service, educa-
tion, and reflection, young people can
grow into individuals who are not only
aware of the world around them but
are also empowered to make meaning-
ful contributions to it.

Throughout the camp, partici-
pants work with local organizations
such as the Greater Cleveland Food-
bank, Cuyahoga Valley National Park,
and Lakewood Earth and Food. These
partnerships allow campers to expe-
rience a variety of service sites, where
they can learn about and actively
contribute to important community
efforts. Each day ends with Circle
Time, a reflective session where camp-
ers and counselors share stories and
insights, further reinforcing the camp's
theme and mission.

What sets H20 Summer Service

* Drop-In Center
* Peer Support Group
* Arts and Crafts Program

=

UIURE |

a non-proﬂt peer weHness center

Camp apart is its inclusive approach—
camp activities do not require specific
talents or abilities, making the expe-
rience accessible to a wide range of
students. The camp's focus on team-
work,  relationship-building,  and
community connection ensures that
every participant feels valued and capa-
ble of making a difference.

The impact of the camp extends
beyond the campers themselves. The
local community benefits from the

consistent support of enthusiastic vol-
unteers who contribute to various
projects. The camp's flagship event,
the Clothing Drive & Super Sale, is a
highly anticipated community event
that draws hundreds of shoppers.

According to H20 Coordinator
Emmie Hutchison, the most valuable
takeaway for campers is the realization
that collaboration and caring for others
can lead to meaningful change. They
leave the camp not only with new sKkills
and experiences but also with a deeper
understanding of their ability to influ-
ence the world around them positively.

“I think (camp shows them) there
is a way to think about the world that
values collaboration and caring for
one another and our environment,”
Hutchison said.

The H20 Summer Service Camp
exemplifies how students embody the
Vision of a Lakewood Ranger by prac-
ticing empathy and collaboration to
create lasting, positive change within
their community

Tyson And Banana Looking
For Forever Homes'

by Kara Vlach-Lasher

Tyson (ID #3482) is still look-
ing for his people! Come on down to
Lakewood Animal Shelter and meet
this lovable lug, and play with him.
You’ll see how he just wants to go home
with you! How can you resist this face??

Milk Dud (ID #3502) who was
featured last week is still at the Shelter.

Banana (ID #3500) is ready to
“split” from the Lakewood Animal
Shelter, if you know what we’re sayin’.
She is a very sweet and friendly year-
old girl. She loves being affectionate
and curious about new visitors! Stop
by the Shelter and meet Banana!

Come visit these and other ani-
mals at the Lakewood Animal Shelter

Banana (ID #3500)

- 1299 Metropark Drive, just past the
Dog Park. (216) 529-5020

Animal Shelter Hours: 10:00 AM
to 4:00 PM Monday through Saturday,
closed on Sunday.

This message is shared by the
Citizens Committee for Lakewood's
Animals and Shelter (CCLAS). CCLAS is
an all-volunteer nonprofit organization
committed to safeguarding and enhanc-
ing the lives of Lakewood's companion
animals. We provide financial assistance

Tyson (ID #3482)

and other resources to the Lakewood
Animal Shelter for the quality care of
abandoned, orphaned, sick and injured
animals. In addition, we promote adop-
tions and advocate for animal welfare
through community outreach and edu-
cation. Visit us at www.cclas.org

CCLAS is building a commu-
nity where all our companion animals
receive appropriate care and are treated
with empathy, kindness and respect.

Kara Vlach-Lasher is the President
of CCLAS.

Milk Dud (ID #3502)

Celebrating Over 19 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com



Page 8 The Lakewood Observer Volume 20, Issue 16 August 21, 2024

AUGUST STORM

When it left, 4 tornadoes possibly more, had left Lakewood and much of Cuyahoga
County without power.

photos by Jim 0'Bryan

Not just Lakewood’s trees took hits,
many telephone poles.

T

[ LMITED STATES POST OFFICE

photos by Jim 0'Bryan
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While the power was out, Lakewood Postal workers sorted the mail in the parking lot. Massive tree falls on house, on Lake Ave.
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photos by Jim 0°Bryan
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Even with the amount of destruction Lakewood took, we were far luckier than many in this storm.
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LAKEWOOD’S FINEST TREE CONTEST

Time To Vote For Our Most Distinguished Trees

by Debra O'Bryan

As we were going to press last
issue, we had no idea that Lakewood
was going to be hit by a tornado(s).
We lost power and a great number of
our trees to that brief, strong storm on
August 6th. Many of our massive trees
fell, and many more lost significant
limbs. We’re grateful no one was hurt.
Property can always be repaired and
trees can be replanted, and should be.
Please consider planting a tree on your
property this year!

The Tree Advisory and Educa-

1602 Lewis

1486 Lakewood

tion Board collaborates with the City
of Lakewood on urban tree policies
and promotes the City’s tree programs.
The City of Lakewood is offering dis-
counted pricing for tree planting
through their preferred vendor to
increase our canopy. To order a tree
contact: The Greenleaf Group at 330-
441- 6326 or email greenleafgroup@
hotmail.com to sign up.

Here are the photos of the nomi-
nated trees for 2024. It’s time to pick
our #1 and the top three runners-up.

To better judge, it’s always best to

1382 Arthur Avenue, Lake:

% Lakewood Seventh-day Adventist
Community Service Center

Thank you for your support
CENTER CLOSED EFFECTIVE 7/3/24 FOR RESTRUCTURING
NOT ACCEPTING DONATIONS

Thank you for your patience during this time

3

wood, Ohio 44107

TROY BRATZ

Real Estate Agent

Residential / Commercial
Your Local Real Estate Expert

216.702.2196 @ TroyBratz@KW.com
O © @TroyBratzkW

KW ELEVATE &

KELLERWILLIAMS

SELI. now For top dollar
4 BUY for your future
€¥ INVEST in the community

1581 Arthur

go see them in person. A couple are in
the backyards of private property. Do
not trespass. Always view from the
public streets and/or sidewalks.

To vote, write down the addresses
of your favorite trees from the photos
below. Go to our homepage and click
on Daily Question. Enter up to four
trees by typing in the address associ-
ated with the photo. Please leave your
email. If no email is provided the vote
will not count. Votes will be accepted
now through September 2nd. You can
follow the QR code to vote or you may

1504 Grace

email me your choices at: production@
lakewoodobserver.com

The nominators, along with the
homeowners of the top four trees with
the most votes will win a prize(s).
Winners will be announced in the
September 4th issue of the Lakewood
Observer. We heartily thank our spon-
sors for providing prizes: India Garden,
Lakewood Garden Center, Lakewood
Hardware, Carabel Beauty Salon, and
Woodstock BBQ.

TO VOTE

Spooky Pooch Season!

from LakewoodAlive

Registration for the 17th Annual Spooky Pooch Parade is now open! Join us on
Saturday, October 12 from 12:30 - 3:30 p.m. at Madison Park. Festivities kickoff at

12:30 with the parade stepping off at 2 p.m.

The event is free to attend, but registration is required to march in the parade.
Save money and pre-register online today! Pre-registration is $15 per dog and
day-of registration is $20 per dog. Multiple dog discounts are available with pre-

registration only (Hoomans are free!)

Thank you to our generous Spooky Pooch Parade sponsors, whose support

makes it all possible!

Title Sponsor: Ken Ganley Subaru Bedford

Top Dog Sponsor: The City of Lakewood

Dedicated Dog Sponsors: Elite K-911 Dog Training & Behavior, Hollywood-
Feed Rocky River, Inn the Doghouse, Pet's General Store

AROUND TI-I

Book vour
fundraisers and
special events

With Us!

216.521.4413 www‘“atc“cafum
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'Best Brunch In Town !
| Saturday at 1 1am & Sunday at 9:30am :
lBuy one brunch get the second half off. ,

Celebrating Over 19 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com



Page 10

The Lakewood Observer Volume 20, Issue 16

August 21, 2024

LAKEWOOD OBSERVER

Legal Aid Can Help With

Employment-Related Legal Issues

by Tonya Sams

Millions of people report to work
every day and have no idea what rights
they have as employees. If their rights
are violated, they may have to find an
attorney. Employment Law attorneys
focus on many work-related issues
such as discrimination, wage theft,
workers’

compensation, expunge-

ments, unsafe working environments

Ohio Cyclist Laws +

and more.

“Employees have the right to
be treated fairly without being dis-
criminated against. That's the most
important right,” said Matt Alden, a
Senior Attorney in Legal Aid’s Eco-
nomic Justice Practice Group. “If
they're a member of a union, they
might have additional rights over and
above what nonunion members have.”

Protecting Yourself After A

2 R L

by Kenneth Knabe

Nobody, whether cyclist OR
motorist, likes to think about being
involved in a bike crash. As cyclists,
it’s best to have a plan for coping with
a bike crash caused by a careless driver.
And one thing is for certain for us
cyclists — the at-fault driver’s insurance
company is NOT on our side!

I created the acronym P.H.O.N.E.
to outline important steps to take if
you are unfortunately in a bike crash:

P is for POLICE: Call the police
and INSIST on a report! NO excep-
tions! The police report is your “official
record” of what happened and where.
Always demand a police report!

H is for HEALTH: Seek immedi-
ate medical attention if injured. Take
pictures of your cuts, abrasions, and

Lakewood’s #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.

THAT’S ALL WE DO!

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Bike Crash With P.H.O.N.E.

injuries.

O is for OBSERVE: Get driver’s
and witness’s info/insurance/license
plate and where on the road the crash
occurred.

N is for NOTIFY: Call an expe-
rienced  personal
preferably one who also specializes in
bike cases; adjusters are insurance pros

injury lawyer,

— hire a pro for yourself! Do not talk
with the driver’s insurance adjuster. If
the adjuster calls you (usually within
48 hours of a crash), simply obtain the
adjuster’s name, company, and claim
number and then refer them to your
attorney without providing any other
information.

E is for EVIDENCE: Photograph
the scene and the driver’s license plate
along with ALL bodily/bike compo-
nent/accessory damage — KEEP these
items and don’t wash anything OR fix
your bike until your separate property
damage claim is settled.

As detailed in my book "Cycling
Rights: Second Edition" (available
at Lakewood Library and on Bike
Cleveland’s website), complimentary
laminated bike cards with the above
information plus favorable bike laws
are available at Knabe Law Firm. Feel
free to stop in or give us a call and we’ll
get one of these “Cycling Arsenal”
cards out in the mail to you.

Enjoy your summer by riding
safely and legally!

Ken Knabe is Greater Cleveland's
Bike Attorney, promoting cycling safety
and representing cyclists injured by
careless drivers. 14222 Madison Avenue
Lakewood, OH 44107 (216) 228-7200

Employment discrimination
occurs when the employer makes
some type of decision about a person’s
employment by using unlawful crite-
ria. This could be based on race, sex,
religious beliefs, age or disability. It
also includes discrimination against
veterans and those who have filed for
bankruptcy or unemployment.
Workers

criminated against or have even faced

who have been dis-
retaliation for speaking out, have options
on how they should address it. If an
employee is part of a union, they should
contact their union representative to
determine if a grievance can be filed.
They should also look in the employee
handbook to learn what the company
states about discrimination complaints.
An whether
nonunion, can also file a charge of dis-
crimination on their own with the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission
or the Ohio Civil Rights Commission.

There other things that
employees can do to protect themselves
if they believe that their rights have
been violated. They should keep track
of the dates that the incidents occurred
and keep all paperwork, texts or emails
from their employer.

“This will help you later because
sometimes you may not realize that
you have a case. Your lawyer will ask
you about incidents that may have hap-
pened six months or a year ago. And

employee, union or

are

if you've written it down, it's a lot eas-
ier to go back and remember the full
details,” said Matt.

Matt suggests that even if you don’t
believe that you have enough evidence
to prove your case, that you should still
get an attorney. Depending on the type
of employment case it is, especially in
wage theft cases, many attorneys will do
it on a contingency fee basis. This means
that it will not cost the employee any-
thing to have a consultation and have
an attorney handle their case. In some
cases, the law provides a provision that,
if the employee’s case is successful, the
employer has to pay the attorney.

“Two lawyers can look at the same
case and sometimes come up with two
different opinions on how strong it is, so
it's always worth it to get another opin-
ion. You may have claims that you don't
even know about,” he said. “Another
lawyer might think that you've got a
viable claim that's very strong and you
may not. You just never know, especially
if you're not a lawyer. You're not trained
to know what to look for.”

If you are experiencing employ-
ment related issues, Legal Aid may be
able to help! To apply for assistance,
call 888-817-3777, or complete an
online intake 24/7 at lasclev.org.

Tonya Sams is the Development
& Communications Manager at The
Legal Aid Society of Cleveland.

Look Inside Lakewood
House Tour September 8

continued from page 1

honor architectural integrity, making
these residences true showcases.

Can’t wait to tour? You can start
the House Tour weekend a day early at
the Patron Party, Saturday, September
7th. The party will be hosted in a home
not featured on Sunday’s tour — a Mid-
century property with commanding
lake views so it’s a great opportunity
to visit yet another lovely Lakewood
residence. Enjoy fine food while you
mingle with friends and plan your next
day’s exploration.

Tickets for the Patron Party are
$100 and include Sunday House Tour

tickets.

Tickets to the House Tour are $30.
You can also purchase online at lake-
woodhistory.org and at Geiger’s (cash
or check only) or at the Historical Soci-
ety’s Haber Center (Monday through
Friday from 9:00am-1:00pm)

The House Tour committee would
like to thank our generous sponsors for
their support including: Avenue Home,
Lucien Realty/Berkshire Hathaway
agents Chris Bergin and Eric Lowrey,
Cleveland Home Title, First Federal
Lakewood, Geiger's, Troy Bratz/Keller
Williams Elevate, Rozi's, and Slife
Heating and Cooling.

Fresh Authentic IMI‘:&

I CI:’:F C;'M:u?'{? el (;_/Uhﬁm-f
NAUNZIO's 'q%a Learind Qfome

. ﬁw}:j
USCA “Best of Local Business”
Award Winning Pizza

Delivery tifl 12:45 am

Pizza = Pasta = Sandwiches = Salads = Wings 1990 . 34 Years in Business!
Let Us Cater Your Next Event Now Serving 4 Locations!
ﬂFEH Lakewood, Cleveland, Akron, and Parma
-
-
Monday - Thursday | PIZZA  F7% T s Sy
out 9* cut 127 cut 16° alf Sheet
4Pm - aam Plain &7 $1025 $13.75 $1475
I H T Iteay 950 1125 $15.00 $16.50
Dﬂ‘h"’er}f ﬂ”j am 2 Items $10.2% §12.28 $14.25 $1828
3 Items £11.00 £13.28 17,50 $20.00
Friday -Saturday | snem f1s  fs sme  inee
4pm - 3:30 xta roms s Sl s 47
i i . Chicksn sl 1275 5175 £475
Delivery tilf 3:15 am e s
Topping o0 2.50 350 450
Slll‘lda]" Available itams: Pepperoni, Sauage, Muskesam, Dnion, Geeen & Red Bell Peppars,
2Pm - 1am Anchoates, Ham, Bacon, Fresh Gaelic. Black Qlives, Mat Peppers, Ground Eeef, Pineapple.

Jalapeds Peppers Specal Toppings: &richoke Mearts, Fresh lomato, Broccedi, and *Chikken

17615 Detroit Avenue - 216-228-2900 nunziospizza.net
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LakewoodAlive Rolls Out
Knowing Your Home Educational Series Schedule For Fall 2024

continued from page 1

wood floors, covering each step of the
process, as well as discussing wood
flooring installation. Join us at Gerwitz
Wood Floor, located at 12226 Triskett
Rd.

Following the first workshop is
“Plants, Birds & Your Backyard,” on
Saturday, August 24, from 10 to 11:30
a.m. at the Lakewood Public Library
(15425 Detroit Avenue). Join Cleveland
Metroparks naturalist Beth Whiteley
from Rocky River Nature Center to
learn about making mindful and envi-

Meet Me At Cove:
Susan Hijjawi,

ronmentally friendly choices for your
garden and attracting more birds to
your yard.

“Recycle Right” is third in the
series, taking place on Thursday,
September 12 from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
at Lakewood Public Library. Join
Carin Miller, Education Specialist
from Cuyahoga Recycles, to learn the
dos and don’ts for recycling right in
Cuyahoga County and what you can
do to make a meaningful difference
in your community. Get answers to
questions about what can and can’t be
recycled as well as how to recycle cer-

Manager Of Senior Services

by Nancy Feighan

Susan  Hijjawi
Hih-zhow-ee) is the Senior Ser-
vices Manager for the Department of
Human Services, Division of Aging,
at Cove Community Center. With 45
years in social work, Susan, a Michi-
gan native, began her career before

(pronounced

formal social work degrees were com-
mon. She studied sociology at Western
Michigan University, with minors in
psychology and gerontology. Susan
then pursued a master’s degree in
counseling and human services at John
Carroll University, further solidifying

UND

Mobile DJ'Senvice,
Playing AN The Hits

Large or Small Parties
Corporate Events
Family Gatherings

DENNIS PEREZ 303-803.3219
 DLPSOUND.COM/MOBILED)

her commitment to helping others.

Susan has extensive experience in
mental health and working with the
senior population. Before joining Lake-
wood’s Department of Human Services,
her career was focused on serving a vari-
ety of populations. She began her career
as the director of social services with
a HEAD Start program in three rural
Michigan counties.

Today, at Cove, Susan is inspired
daily by the energy and enthusiasm of
Lakewood’s older adults. “Older adults
want to stay active, in-the-know, and
out and about in the community,” she
says with a smile. This sense of vital-
ity is what makes Cove such a special
place—a place where seniors come
together to learn, socialize, and thrive.

Looking ahead, Susan and the
Department of Human Services staff
are excited about the upcoming Luau
at Cove, set for Thursday, September
12th. This event promises to be a night
of fun, with dinner, a D] to get everyone
dancing, and plenty of opportunities
to connect. Tickets are $15, and with
a total of 80 available, it’s sure to be a
sell-out event. Keep an eye out for more
information as the date approaches!

Susan’s leadership ensures that
Cove remains a lively, welcoming place
where Lakewood’s seniors can thrive.

Nancy Feighan is Project Special-
ist II, Department of Human Services,
City of Lakewood.

tain household items.

Continuing the series, “EV at
Home” will be on Thursday, Septem-
ber 19 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at Lakewood
Public Library. Join Electric Vehicle
enthusiasts from Drive Electric North-
east Ohio, to learn all about EV’s
and their benefits. You'll explore the
world of electric cars, chargers, and
equipment, as well as myth busting,
requirements, and helpful safety tips.

Next up is “Fireplaces & Chim-
neys” at The Hearth Shop in Westlake
(27303 Center Ridge Road) from 7 to
8:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 3.
Experts from The Hearth Shop will
share their knowledge on fireplace and
chimney maintenance and repairs.
This workshop will cover topics such as
tuck pointing, flashing, and chimney
repairs. Additionally, you will learn
about how to reopen a blocked off
chimney flue, how modern products
can make older fireplaces functional
again, and more.

The season rolls on with “Pest &
Rodent Control” on Thursday, Octo-
ber 10 at Lakewood Public Library
from 7 - 8:30 p.m. Shawn Payne, owner
of Lakewood Exterminating, will be
sharing his tips and tricks for dealing
with common household pests. He will
discuss how to identify pests in and

around your home as well as protect-
ing your home from critters.

Finally, the “Rain Barrel Work-
shop”led by LakewoodAlive’s Tool
Box Coordinator Matt Clark—will wrap
up our Knowing Your Home series on
Saturday, October 19 from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. The only workshop this fall that
is not free, the $60 fee provides attend-
ees with a rain barrel and installation
kit which they will take home with
them, as well as in-person step-by-step
instructions for set up. Hosted at the
Lakewood Tool Box (located at 13000
Athens Avenue, behind the Screw Fac-
tory Building off of Halstead Avenue)
there are only 10 spots available so sign
up before they’re gone!

Visit LakewoodAlive.org/Know-
ingYourHome or call (216) 521-0655 to
learn more and reserve your spot at any
of these workshops.

Now in its eleventh year, Lakewoo-
dAlive’s “Knowing Your Home” series
draws hundreds of attendees annu-
ally. Our workshop series is generously
supported by: City of Lakewood,
Cleveland Lumber Company, First
Federal Lakewood,
Public Library.

Ava Olic is Communications &
Design Coordinator at Lakewood Alive.

and Lakewood

InsightFlow Therapy

WELCOMING NEW CLIENTS

I

THINKING ABOUT
MAKING A CHANGE?
LET'S MAKE IT HAPPEN!

Call today

L
[m]}a[u]
'

216.851.8064 .

or online @

WWW.,

nsightflowtherapy.com
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THANK YOU ALL
PUBLIC SERVICE

)
C

WORKERS!

Stop Boring Hair! vou know
Perm short hair on top for
a style that rocks.
Ponytail Perms go with Jumbo bows.
Huge seleetion for back to school.

10 of f on Seniors Toesdays

WE MOVED 7o Serve You Bet!er
Skettle Automotive
NOW OPEN ON SATURDAY

Tim Skettle Owner, Technician

Formerly at Steve Barry Buick
For an appointment CALL

216.226.5993
NOW AT - 13436 Madison Ave

and Wedneadays

Cabl for an appaintment for best service .
Free Privale Parking. Check with |d ar cash P ,.._—_:;;'r

15309 MADISON AVENUE - 21Eh226861ﬁ

hre]-]agl:- Pet G

The Smarter Way to Shop...

-

Health
Medicare
Small Group
Life Insurance 4
Supplemental /‘f”.
Long-Term Care |
Retirement

Call today for your FREE QUOTE!

216-228-0765

www.clevelandinsurance.info
16506 Detroit Rd. Lakewood, OH 44107

Carl Lishing Licensed Insurance Agent

-

]

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency ks the d/b/a, or assumed name, of Insphere Insurance Solutions, Inc. which
Is licensed as an insurance agency in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Hot all agents are licensed to
sell all products. Service and product availability varies by state HMIADD0539
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woodstocksmokejoint.com
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KITCHEN HOURS
MONDAY — THURSDAY — 4pM—10PM
FRIDAY — 4Ppv—10PM
SATURDAY — 12PM—-10PM
SUNDAY — 12PM—9PM
BAR IS OPEN LATER...

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY — FRIDAY 4 PM -6 PM

13362 MADISON AVE.

LAKEWOOD, OHIO + (216) 226-8828

Are you facing a legal problem that impacts

Contact Legal Aid!

Or, call 888.817.3777 during most business hours.

Health? Housing? Family? Money? Employment?

Browse legal information or apply for help 24/7 online: wwuw. lasclev.arg

Legal Aid thanks the
Healthy Lakewood Foundation
Jor its outreach support!

Celebrating Over 19 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com



