“Who ever walked behind anyone to freedom?

If we can’t go hand in hand, | don’t want to go.” — Hazel Scott
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16th Annual Lakewood Summer Meltdown
To Heat Up Downtown Lakewood July 20th

by Ava Olic
A little less than a month
away, the Lakewood Summer

Meltdown is sure to be the
event of the season! Sponsored
by Melt Bar & Grilled and pre-
sented by LakewoodAlive, this
beloved summer tradition will
return to Downtown Lakewood
for its 16th year, on Saturday,
July 20, from 4 to 10 p.m.

As one of the region’s
most anticipated events, the
Lakewood Summer Meltdown
brings together nearly 15,000
attendees from across Northeast
Ohio for a lively celebration of
community spirit. Taking over
Detroit Avenue between Mar-
lowe and Arthur Avenues, this
free event showcases the vibrant
essence of Lakewood with a 5K
race, sponsored by Cleveland
Clinic Lakewood Family Health
Center, a 1 Mile Family Fun Run
& Walk, sponsored by Lakewood
City Schools Community Recre-
ation & Education Department,
a street festival, sponsored by
Bee My Baby Lakewood, games,
food vendors, drinks, live music,
and more!
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The festivities cater to all
ages, featuring activities hosted
by local businesses and non-
profits. Highlights include the
popular "Water Moose" sprin-
Kkler park, sponsored by Healthy
Lakewood Foundation, inter-
active fitness demonstrations,
and a skateboard park offering
thrills for everyone.

Get your running (or
walking) shoes on! Registra-
tion is open for the 5K race and
1 Mile Family Fun Run & Walk,
the proceeds of both benefiting
LakewoodAlive. The 1 Mile
Family Fun Run & Walk is not
just for kids, but for people of
all ages, and adults are encour-
aged to participate. You have
the option of running or walk-

New Non-Profit Club
Aims To Revitalize
Lakewood Football

by Michael Bentley

The Ranger Nation Foot-
ball Club (RNFC), a newly
established non-profit organi-
zation, is set to revolutionize
youth football in Lakewood.
With a mission to foster
growth and  development
from the ground up, RNFC
aims to create a supportive
and inclusive community that
emphasizes leadership, team-
work, and resilience.

The RNFC is dedicated to
enhancing the football expe-
rience for players at all levels.
By providing state-of-the-art
equipment, exceptional train-
ing opportunities, and spirited
Lakewood Purple and Gold
gear, the organization hopes
to cultivate a strong football
identity that extends beyond
the field.

"Our mission is to build
a winning program that not
only improves the experi-
ence for our players but also
nurtures future leaders and
strengthens the bonds within
our community,” said Mike
Bentley, President of RNFC. "A
strong youth football program
is essential for assisting Coach
Polevacik in building a suc-
cessful high school program.
A vibrant football community,
as we had in the past, unites
Lakewood and instills a sense
of pride and belonging."

The RNFC’s first major
initiative is a fundraiser
to purchase professional-
grade jerseys for the 5th and
6th-grade  football
According to Bentley, a well-
designed uniform not only
continued on page 6

teams.

ing, making it a great event for
those just getting into running,
or anyone who wants to get
their steps in but isn’t a runner.
You can save money by
pre-registering for the 5K race
for $30. Day-of 5K registration
is $35, and the 1 Mile regis-
tration is $15. Registration
for both races is at runsignup.
com/lakewoodsummermelt-
down, where you can also see
this year’s 5K race route.
Thirsty? Don’t miss the
Gary K. Bish Memorial Beer
Garden, sponsored by First
Federal Lakewood,
ing local craft beers from
Immigrant Son Brewery and

offer-

refreshing canned cocktails. As
the sun sets, the Beer Garden
Stage, sponsored by Cleveland
Property Management
come alive with the sounds of
local band Front Porch Lights,
creating an unforgettable sum-
mer evening in Downtown
Lakewood.

will

In addition to Front
Porch Lights, LakewoodAlive
is thrilled to announce Jul
Big Green will be gracing the
Meltdown Stage this year! A
genre-blending artist, native
to Cleveland, his style is influ-
enced by hip-hop, rock, pop,
and jazz. His upbeat, positive,
and unique sound adds some-
thing new and exciting to our
summer-time traditions!

Special thanks to our part-
ners at the City of Lakewood,
across multiple departments,
who help ensure we can host a
fun and safe event for the com-
munity. We are also grateful to
the more than 75 volunteers
who help our staff provide a
great experience for everyone
attending the event.

For more details about the
Lakewood Summer Meltdown,
visit lakewoodalive.org/meltdown.

The Lakewood Sum-
mer Meltdown is generously
supported by the
ing sponsors: Title Sponsor:
Melt Bar & Grilled, 5K Race
Sponsor:  Cleveland  Clinic
Lakewood Family Health
Center, Beer Garden Stage

follow-

Sponsor;:Cleveland
erty  Management,
Garden Sponsor: First Fed-

Prop-
Beer

eral Lakewood, Beer Sponsor:
Immigrant  Son  Brewery,
Gold Medal Sponsors: City
of Lakewood, First Federal
Lakewood, Raising Cane’s
Lakewood,  Street  Festi-
val Sponsor: Bee My Baby
Lakewood, 1 Mile Family Fun
Run & Walk Sponsor:

Lakewood City Schools
Community Recreation &
Education Department, Water
Moose  Sponsor:  Healthy
Lakewood Foundation, T-Shirt
Sponsor: Geiger’s, Beer Garden
Table Tents Sponsor: Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices Luc-
ien Realty.

Lakewood GardenWalk
To Be Held July 20

by Jeanine Gergel

The third annual
Lakewood GardenWalk will
be held on Saturday, July 20
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., when
residents, community orga-
nizations
throughout
open their gardens and yards
for free self-guided tours.

The list of participat-
ing gardens and a map will be
posted in early July to the Gar-
denWalk Lakewood website at
www.gardenwalklakewood.
org. The event will be held rain

and  businesses

Lakewood will

or shine. Gardens of all types
will be open for visitors -- veg-
etable gardens, flower gardens,
native plant oases, pollina-
tor gardens, and porches and
patios brimming with plants.
“We are so excited about
how this event has grown
to include gardens of every
type in virtually every cor-
ner of Lakewood, said Claire
Campbell, GardenWalk Lake-
wood’s founding board chair.
“While of course it’s fun to

Welcome To Lakewood

view the hard work of the par-
ticipating gardeners, the real
value is in bringing neighbors
together and forging relation-
ships across fences, streets and
neighborhood blocks. Thanks
to all who have opened their
gardens to the community for
this special day.”

GardenWalk Lakewood is
anall-volunteer organization that
operates with the support of the
Lakewood Foundation and the
Healthy Lakewood Foundation
and through the contributions of

individual donors.
About GardenWalk
Lakewood - The mission

of GardenWalk Lakewood
(GWL) is to build community
within and beyond the city
by bringing people together
through gardens and green
spaces. GWL events include
the annual GardenWalk and
free plant swaps in the spring
and fall at Cove Park.

Jeanine Gergel is a mem-
ber of the board of directors for
GardenWalk Lakewood.

The Lakewood Observer always is happy to see new people join the
police, fire, or city services. This time we welcome two new police
officers to the Lakewood Police Department. Christopher Tarr and
Matthew Nicholson pictured here with Police Chief Kevin Fischer
and Mayor Meghan George.
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The Patriotism Of Participation

by Sarah Kepple
Lakewood City Council President

Happy Independence Day neigh-
bors!

Two years ago my husband Andy
and I visited the National Archives
where we saw the immortal words
in faded ink on delicate parchment
declaring, “We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all men are cre-
ated equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalien-
able Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.--That  to these
rights, Governments are instituted
among Men, deriving their just pow-
ers from the consent of the governed.”
Exactly how such a government would

secure

be formed with the consent and input
of the governed is laid out in a similarly
fragile document in the same room,
The Constitution.

Like the Constitution, the Char-
ter of the City of Lakewood sets the
foundation of how our local municipal
government shall function, defining
Council’s legislative role, the executive
duties of the Mayor, and the adminis-
trative departments and officers. The
charter also delineates general gov-
ernance and recourse measures, as
well as the citizen boards and com-
missions required for oversight. The
Charter states that every 10 vyears,
“nine registered voters of the city shall
be appointed as members of a char-
ter review commission.” As 2024 is
just such a review year, for the past six
months the citizen volunteers serving
on the commission have been dili-
gently working their way through the
Charter, researching, discussing, and
debating potential amendments.

At atime when the democratic rule
of law envisioned in our nation’s foun-
dational documents sometimes feels as
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Celebrating the beauty of the arts,
the joy of creativity - and the spirit of community.

precarious as the paper on which they
are written, it has been heartening to
watch these dedicated Lakewoodites
contribute their time and talent to our
local democracy. City Council expects
to receive theformal recommendations
of the Charter Review Commission at
our July 17th regular Council meeting
at 7:30pm at City Hall, and I anticipate
that they will be referred to commit-
tee for more detailed deliberation. I
hope you’ll join us for those conver-
sations, either in person or streaming
online. Per the Charter, Council may
submit any proposed amendments
recommended by the commission to
Lakewood voters.

A government by the people and
for the people requires more than just
the consent of the governed, it requires
the active participation of all of us. 'm
grateful to residents who patriotically

participate in the boards and commis-
sions required by the Charter, including
the Civil Service Commission, Plan-
ning Commission, Board of Zoning
Appeals, Board of Building Standards
and Building Appeals, Charter Review.
I'm equally grateful to the many citi-
zens serving on advisory boards and
task forces that help us gain input and
expertise from our community.

If you'd like to get more involved,
please join us for a Council meeting,
reach out to your Councilmember, or
join us for one of our upcoming Council
Community Conversations, where you
can ask questions, meet neighbors, share
ideas, and get updates about things hap-
pening in your neighborhood. Our next
Council Community Conversation is
Ward 3 on July 17th from 6-7pm at the
Barton Center, 14300 Detroit Ave. Hope
to see you there!
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THE MAYOR’S CORNER

Updated Parking Lot In Lakewood Park Achieves Multiple Goals

by Meghan George
Mayor/Safety Director, City of Lakewood

With summer in full swing and the
Fourth of July upon us, Lakewood’s most
heavily used public asset — Lakewood
Park — continues to experience a high
volume of use. Whether it is the Solstice
Steps, the Kids Cove playground, our
new pickleball courts, Foster Pool, or
simply strolling the beautiful park cam-
pus, Lakewood Park continues to offer a
multitude of opportunities for the people
of Lakewood to enjoy the seasons. With
the high demand for park access, last
year the City took on a project to update
the main parking lot at Lakewood Park
to achieve multiple goals — from increas-
ing capacity on the existing footprint to
enhancing access, walkability, and safety
to ensuring better lighting and more
environmentally friendly elements were
incorporated in the project.

Planning for the parking lot proj-
ect began prior to last year, and the
main elements of construction began
in 2023 after the park’s busy season to
ensure access continued throughout. A
main goal of the project was to realign
and restripe the exiting spaces on site to
increase capacity while avoiding having

to drastically expand the paved area in
the park. We feel we have achieved this
by expanding the number of spaces by
34 on the exiting footprint.

While we were increasing the num-
ber of spaces, we used the opportunity
to address stormwater runoff from the
site. This was achieved by adding water
retention design elements that sig-
nificantly reduce the amount of storm
water that pours off the lot and into our
storm sewers. This is a great example of
layering multiple goals into one project
— we helped increase parking lot capac-
ity while addressing elements of the
City’s ongoing Integrated Wet Weather
Improvement Plan (IWWIP).

Another environmentally friendly
element added through this project

was the burying of several power lines
that previously traversed the park-
ing lot while also updating nearby
lighting to LED. Again, this achieved
multiple goals — including some from
our Climate Action Plan — by helping

Lakewood Clock Repair
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to increase visibility at night, reducing
overall electricity usage, and elimi-
nating unsightly power lines in our
beautiful park.

Finally, the overall traffic patterns
and pedestrian access points in the lot
have been updated. The flow of vehi-
cles through the lot has been updated
to addresses some long-term concerns
with how vehicles funneled through
the parking lot. We also have added
more surrounding pedestrian con-
nections to and through the parking
lot. This will be especially helpful to
increase walkability, provide access for
disabled persons, and increase overall

safety in and around the lot, including
by slowing traffic.

Our teams from the Planning &
Development Department and the
Public Works Department once again
did a fantastic job on this project. They
took what could have been a very basic
parking lot resurfacing project and
instead came up with changes that
significantly enhance the park’s func-
tionality, allow for a more user-friendly
experience, and advance the City’s
environmental goals.

Summer in Lakewood continues
to be a wonderful time. I hope to see
you all tomorrow along the parade
route and at our annual Fourth of July
extravaganza at Lakewood Park as we
celebrate our nation’s birthday.

City Hall Observed

by Theodore Babcock

City Council met on Monday, July 1st
after a meeting of the Finance Committee.

The beginning of a new month and
quarter saw a handful of routine agenda
items about moving money around.

This meeting saw the retirement of
Finance Director Peter Rancatore who
has served the city since March of 2024.
Congratulations to Dir. Rancatore on a
career of dedicated public service includ-
ing 7 years in the Ohio Army National
Guard. Each member of council except
one who was absent and Mayor George
thanked the director for his service.

The Civil Service Commission gave
a presentation suggesting pay raises for
the Mayor and City Council members.
This was deferred to the Committee of
the Whole for further discussion.

A resident and homeowner on
Bunts Rd. gave an impassioned state-
ment encouraging the city to dutifully
consider all factors and implications
as they move through the phases of
the proposed Bunts Rd. rehabilita-
tion. She was concerned with public
safety, environmental impacts, sustain-

ability, maintenance and impact on
homeowners in the affected area. This
resident did not believe that proper
due diligence had been done by the
city before the announcement of plans.
Council President Sarah Kepple replied
that there is typically not a response to
public statements but that members
of the administration or council may
respond to her.

Members of council addressed
the present public directly 3 times.
It was the first time I can remember
since I began regularly attending these
meetings in January that multiple rep-
resentatives paused the proceeding
to “Break the fourth wall” and nar-
rate the goings on for the public. The
community was well represented at
this council meeting with at least 7 in
attendance.

The next opportunity to see your
elected officials in action is on July 15th
at 7:30 at the City Hall Auditorium.
12650 Detroit.

Theodore Babcock is a local pho-
tographer.

Discover the Joy of Independent Living
at O’Neill Healthcare Lakewood

Affordable, Private & Spacious Living Apartments
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Close to Local Shopping, Restaurants, and Services
24-Hour Nurse on Campus for Ease of Mind

Daily Activities & Outings Free of Charge

Barber & Beauty Salon on Site
All Indoor & Outdoor Maintenance Included

Call Today to Learn More or
Schedule a Tour (216) 912-0800
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Q O’Neill Healthcare Lakewood
13900 Detroit Avenue
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Scan the QR Code with your Phone to Learn
more about our Independent Living Amenities
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ONeillHC.com
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Lakewood Public Library Programs

by Lisa Calfee
Support local writers and celebrate the creativity of our diverse community by
attending Lakewood Public Library’s “Meet The Author,” a platform for Northeast
Ohioans to share their latest books and unique perspectives.
Meet The Author: “The Long & Winding Phone!”
by Helen Marketti,
Wednesday, July 10, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium
Julian Lennon, Pete Best and Pattie Boyd are part of a collection of interviews
with a Fab Four connection by Helen Marketti in “The Long & Winding Phone!”
Join the author for a nostalgic trip into Beatles history from the people who either
knew or were deeply affected by the four lads from Liverpool. Books will be avail-
able for sale and signing at the event.
Meet the Author- “Gift Me with Flowers While I’'m Present”
by LaTonya Fenderson-Warren,
Wednesday, July 24, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium.
LaTonya Fenderson-Warren is a soul poetess and author. Her fourth book of
poetry, “Gift Me with Flowers While ’'m Present” encourages you to live now, love
now, and gift flowers to your loved ones while they can enjoy them. Fenderson-
Warren’s poetry sheds light on social issues that are normally ignored, hoping to
become a voice for those that feel silenced. Books will be available for sale and sign-
ing at the event.
Film- Barbara Steffek-Hill’s Five-Star Movie Matinee -
“Gilda”(1945)
Sunday, July 7, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. (110 minutes) in the Main Library Auditorium
Johnny Farrell (Glenn Ford) is a small-time American gambler, newly arrived
in Buenos Aires. When he is caught cheating Farrell manages to talk his way into a
job with the casino’s owner, the powerful Ballin Mundson (George Macready). The
two form an uneasy partnership until Mundson introduces Farrell to his beautiful
new wife, Gilda (Rita Hayworth), who just happens to be Farrell’s ex-lover.

Film- Terry Meehan Film Series- “Songcatcher”(2000)
Saturday, July 13,2024 at 6:00 p.m. (109 minutes) in the Main Library Auditorium
In 1907 a professor of musicology (Janet McTeer) is denied a promotion at
the male-dominated university where she teaches. She impulsively decides to visit
her sister (Jane Adams), who runs a struggling rural school in the mountains of
Appalachia. There she discovers a surprising collection of English and Scotch-Irish
ballads, which have been preserved by the secluded mountain people since the
colonial era.

CHILDREN'S/TEEN

SUMMER
READING CLUB 2024

Summer Reading ends August 12!

Start your adventure by signing up. Read for fun
and a chance at prizes! Log your reading over the
summer and get entered for our weekly drawings.
All ages are welcome.,

Sign up online at lakewoodpubliclibrary.org//youth
or in person at Main Library or Madison Branch.

lII MAIN LIBRARY MADISON BRANCH
LY kel A :

LAKEWOOD
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Children’s And Youth Services

by Jeffrey Siebert
Adventure Begins at Your Library

Friday, May 10, 2024 through Monday, August 12, 2024 at the Main Library
and Madison Branch

For all children and youth from birth up to those entering twelfth grade. Read
for fun and rewards. Participants will be entered into weekly drawings for prizes
and gift cards. Readers can check online or in person. Finishers receive a certificate
of completion and a new book to keep. Registration is required.
Adventure Begins at Your Library Scavenger Hunt

Friday, May 10, 2024 through Monday, August 12, 2024 at the Main Library
and Madison Branch

For all ages. Children are invited to participate in the Summer Reading Club scav-
enger hunt by looking for pictures of road and traffic symbols they might find on their
next adventure. The pictures are found throughout the Children’s and Youth Services
area of the library. The hunt lasts all summer. When you finish, turn in your scavenger
hunt sheet to be entered in a drawing for a prize. No registration is required.
Just Baby ‘N Me

For You and Your Birth to 24-Month-Old Baby

Just Baby ‘N Me is a lap-sit story time ideal for babies from birth through
early walkers. The focus is on rhymes, songs, finger plays and exploring short books
together. Registration is required. Register for each session separately.

June 10- July 18, 2024

Main Library - Mondays- 10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m.

Wednesdays- 10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m.

Thursdays -10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Madison Branch - Thursdays- 11:00 a.m. — 11:30 a.m.
Pre-school Story Time

For You and Your 2 to 5-Year-Old Pre-schooler. Children and their parents will
enjoy stories, movement and songs for thirty fun filled minutes. The focus is on
early literacy skills. No registration is required.

June 10- July 18, 2024

Main Library:

Tuesdays: 10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

Wednesdays: 11:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

Madison Branch: Thursdays: 10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Cuiyahoge Keadd

\/
e 3 Lonalons Win

Double your summer-reading fun!

Log your reading for the Cuyahoga

o

Reads Reading Challenge! Scan
the QR Code to get started with

the Beanstack app today!

CuyahogaReads.org
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LAKEWOOD SCHOOLS

League of Women Voters Mary Warren Impact Scholarship Winner

Leah Campbell's Winning Essay

by Leah Campbell

The Dissolution Of The Weimer
Republic: A Cautionary Tale

In 1919, out of the rubble of
World War One, the Weimar Repub-
lic emerged. Founded on many of
the same principles as the United
States, the Weimar Constitution held
democracy at its core, beginning with,
“Political authority emanates from
the people.” The Weimar Constitu-
tion ensured all of its citizens equality
before the law, universal suffrage, and
fundamental civil rights. Despite this
facade of an ideal democracy, most
Americans are more familiar with
the Weimar Republic under the name
Nazi Germany. What could have trans-
formed a seemingly perfect democracy
into one of the most inhumane regimes
in human history?

Adolf Hitler knew how to play
the political game. Like many young
German men at the time, Hitler had
a strong sense of national identity in
a country that was drowning in dis-
parities, debt, and humiliation in the

aftermath of the war. In his found-

ing of the Nazi party, Hitler harnessed
this mass insecurity and promised
his followers a remedy to the pathetic
condition their country was in. His
remedy? Annihilate the Jewish race
and culture. With the overarch-
ing cause of German disparity being
unclear, Hitler pointed a finger at the
Jews — a group that had historically
been discriminated against. Quickly, it
became an us-versus-them battle. Hit-

Drivers Ed Classes
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offered at Lakewood High Schc:-af

$475.00

Interested in

teaching a class? Contact us.

Youth football registrations are now open.

Check out our remaining summer camp or swim lesson openings.
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RECRE TN & EIM TN
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14100 Franklin Blvd. OH 44107 = (216) 529-4081

recreation.lakewoodcityschools.org
follow us on facebook com/lkwdrec » twitter.com/lkwdrec

ing'Indian Lunch Buffet & Fine I]mmg Experience
Open Daily
11:30 am - 2:30 pm $14.95 Brunch or Lunch off Menu
4:30pm - 9:30pm - Award winning Dinner Menu

18405 Detroit Avenue @ 216-221-0676

ler spoke to thousands of reactionary
Germans with similar yearnings for
the prosperity that they once enjoyed
and mobilized them against a chosen
victim and the rest is history.

The Weimar Republic is not as
different from the United States as it
may seem. While there are key differ-
ences between the republics and their
cultures, all democracies face similar
threats. The Weimar Republic ended
in tragedy when factions of the pop-
ulation turned against another and
dehumanized the enemy. Democracies
can only function with a certain level
of respect for one’s fellow citizens. We
can only enjoy our freedom to choose
our leaders when we can respect the
opinions, beliefs, and presentation of
others. The current political polar-
ization in the United States mobilizes
similar “us-versus-them” ideologies
that pose great threats to our democ-
racy. While the United States is not
yet on a trajectory to execute the next

Holocaust, we as Americans should
take heed of the downfall of the Wei-
mar Republic. The Weimar Republic
is living proof that democracies need
to be consistently maintained and
checked in order to be preserved. It is
a cautionary tale of what may happen
when the fabric of society unravels in
the absence of a true democracy.

We need democracy and can’t take
it for granted. It is our civic duty to pro-
tect and preserve our democracy by
engaging in public discourse, informing
ourselves on relevant issues, and vot-
ing in every election. Most importantly,
we all need to encourage others to do
the same because democracy requires
communal buy-in. Democracy is in
everyone’s interest regardless of race,
gender, age, or political interest. Democ-
racy is for the common good.

Leah Campbell plans to study
environmental or civil engineering
with a minor in history at the Ohio
State University.

DLPSOUND
MOBILE DJ SERVICE

Playin’ All the Hits!

Family gatherings, large or small parties, private
and corporate events.
Lakewood and surrounding areas.

dennis@dlpsound.com
Dennis Perez - (303) 803-3219
www.dlpsound.com/mobiledj

5 Great Reaso ns To Call Us
1. CONVENIENCE..WE'LL SEE YOU IMMEDIATELY AND FIX YOUR PROBLEM.

2. PRICE..WE'RE AFFORDABLE AND WE WORK WITH YOUR INSURANCE.

3. TIME_WE KNOW YOUR TIME IS VALUABLE, WE DON'T KEEP YOU WAITING.

4, FEAR..NO NEED TO WORRY ABOUT PAIN, OUR WORK IS DONE COMFORTABLY.

5. OUR PROMISE..WE STAND BEHIND ALL THE WORK WE DO.

www.indiagardencleveland.com  (ALL AND MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!
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LAKEWOOD SCHOOLS

Grant Students Celebrate
Summer Olympics

by Christine Gordillo

With the Summer Olympics just
around the corner, it was fitting that
the end-of-year collaboration research/
inquiry project the 3rd and 4th grade
GT classes at Grant just completed was
to research the last 15 Summer Olym-
pic Games.

highlighted three athletes and sum-
marized changes and exciting events
that took place that year. They also
designed an interactive presentation
board with flags, mascots and all their
newly learned information.

Several students dressed as mascots
to pose with the younger Grant students

They learned about the country, who came to check out the showcase!

events, and competition results. They

EARLY BIRD
BEGINNER/INTERMEDIATE

TENNIS
CLASS

SATURDAY MORNINGS: 6:30 AM - 8:00 AM

HIGHSCHOOLERS THROUGH ADULTS (AGES 14 AND UP)

SATURDAY, JULY 20TH - SATURDAY, AUGUST 17TH

REGISTRATION
HITPS://LAKEWOODRECREATION. ACTIVITYREG.COM

QUESTIONS? EMAIL AL
AJB5035@GMAIL.COM
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Lakewood Middle Schoolers
Win State Soccer Title

by Christine Gordillo

We wanted to give a shout out to two of our middle school students who com-
peted in the Ohio State Cup Soccer tournament last weekend and won the state title
for the 14U division! Congratulations to Garfield's Dante Warren and and Hard-
ing's Donovan Demery!

New Non-Profit Club Aims To
Revitalize Lakewood Football

continued from page 1

merchandise.

For more information, visit their
Facebook and Instagram pages at @
rangernationfc

instills pride but also fosters team
spirit and unity among young players.

Lakewood High School Football
Coach Mike Polevacik echoes Bentley's
sentiments. He believes a comprehen-
sive strategy that supports athletes from
youth through high school is vital for
sustained success.

"A comprehensive strategy means
all our coaches use the same playbook
terminology and techniques, ensuring
consistency and safety in the way the
game is played," Polevacik stated. "By
focusing on development at every level,
we ensure our athletes receive consis-
tent training and support. I'm grateful
to Mike Bentley, the RNFC team, and
the district administration for their
support. We are all dedicated to reignit-
ing the passion Lakewood has towards
football, and this

is a major step in that direction."

The RNFC invites the Lakewood
community to join their mission by
becoming members.

Membership  benefits
exclusive access to information, spe-
cial events, and Lakewood Football

. - -~

include

getarian

végan
kitchen

ot

ove
o

o
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Home Alone

o
-

the Root cafe®
ohioo

In Home Pet Care

While You Are Away
Experienced
Veterinarian Technician
Bonded & Insured

216-548-1543
dimhokin@gmail.com

Homealonepetsitting.net

216.226.4401

15118 detroit aveS
lakewood,
www.thexroot-cafe.com
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LAKEWOOD BUSINESS

New Qua Wine Shop On
Madison Is Now Open'

by Tara Hollins

Qua Wine Shop is now open! Qua is
a health conscious, community focused
wine shop. With the goal of providing
transparent and honest wine selections
to new and experienced wine enthu-
siasts all the while giving back to the
community. The shop highlights a local
artist and a small business monthly, in
addition to monthly wine education. At
Qua Wine Shop, we are redefining con-
nectivity through genuine experience.

Qua brings weekly wine tastings
on Thursdays 5:30-7:30 pm & Satur-
days 1-5 pm to Madison Avenue. Come
by and see us! We have a wide variety of
grapes that are compatible with strict
diets/lifestyles. Qua brings a selection
of wine that is organic, vegan, and bio-
dynamic to Southwest Lakewood. The
Shop focuses on supporting small busi-
nesses and small producers.

Qua Wine Shop is a quintessential

Roman'¥
Pizza & Suhﬂ'

= I / 5 J, ; >:-
- ORDER ONLINE @ ROMI-\NFOUNTI-\IN CUM

At Rumm Fountain you can find all your favorites:

Fomam Fountam s ong ul'lhu mﬂsl
well-known and loved pizzena in
Lakewood, Ohio. Roman Fountain has
been serving up piem since the mid 1950'
with award winning pizza. calzone,
stromboli, subs, pasta, wings, and salads.

Whether carmyout or delivery, we provade
vour family with the freshest of woppings
{over 25 to choose from) on our pizea. With
dough and sauce made daily from our own
recipe and freshly grated blend of mowaredla
& provolone cheese, we provide a great pizza
fior you mndd your Fomily

addition to the Lakewood scene. Nes-

tled on the Southeast corner of Madison
and Carabel, Qua is redefining con-
nectivity through honest unique wines
of the highest quality, education, and
artistic events. Qua creates your favorite
place of solstice not too far from home
through wine, education, and creativ-
ity. The Qua experience is completely
unparalleled, as wine mingles with art
and education. Qua caters to those who
are enthusiastically adventurous, health
conscious, and value transparency.
Come experience the authentic Quality
of being present.

Join us for our Meet The Artist
Series starting July 6th during our Qual-
ity Saturday Tasting 1-5 pm. at 15729
Madison Avenue. Follow us on Insta-
gram @quawineshop and Facebook
Qua Wine Shop, or join our email list at
info@quawineshop.com for more infor-
mation/upcoming events. 216-633-4169

Pizza *  Subs
Calzones «  Wings
Stromboli = Appetizers
Salads s  Desseris
Pasta « Dinners

To see our mem or coupons please go to

WWW. romanfountain. com
O stop by at
15603 Detroit Ave

Mear the comer of Lakeland Ave

Call us at 216-221-6633

) Nelll Healthcare threw one ofthelr open houses Monday. They invited the city to
stop by, visit, eat, drink and have fun. This one had a western theme, which means
BBQ and animals!

It was great fun and good food. It was
also great to see the city mix with the
residents at O’Neill Healthcare who,
once again, supported the city with
something for everyone!

\

The youngest especzally enjoyed the
animals!

Lakewood Passes Resolution
Celebrating Juneteenth

by Sarah Kepple

At their June 17th meeting, Lakewood City Council passed Resolution 2024-40
to honor Juneteenth National Independence Day and spread awareness of June-
teenth as a federal holiday to respect the significance of June 19, 1865, the date on
which people still being enslaved in Galveston, Texas learned of the Emancipation
Proclamation two and a half years earlier and finally gained their freedom. Mem-
bers of the Madison Court Community Coalition, who recently held their fourth
annual Juneteenth celebration received the Resolution as well as members of the
city's Anti-Racism Task Force. The Resolution was introduced by Councilmember
Tristan Rader and Council President Sarah Kepple.

President Sarah Kepple serves all residents as Lakewood City Councilmember
at Large. Reach her at sarah.kepple@lakewoodoh.net or 216.200.5050.

AROUND THE

Book vour
fundraisers and
special events -
With Us! P —

' o I.
- . iy i
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216.521.4413 o www"'.atc“"cafecnm '

' Best Brunch In Town |
| Saturday at 1 1am & Sunday at 9:30am :
'Buy one brunch get the second half off. :
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Strong ‘Complete Streets Ordinance’ Needed
To Keep Lakewood’s Streets Safe

by Kyle Baker
Councilman Ward 1

As someone who grew up in
Lakewood and is raising my children
here today, one of the driving reasons
in my decision to run for City Council
was to do everything I could to make
Lakewood’s streets safer for users of
all ages and abilities, not just cars.
Distracted driving, speeding cars in
neighborhoods, lack of safe pedestrian
and bicycle infrastructure, and aggres-
sive driving hurts our neighborhoods
and residents. I was proud when City
Council recently adopted the Active
Transportation Plan which called for the
adoption of Complete Streets legislation
to ensure accountability measures for its
implementation. Complete Streets is an
approach to planning, designing, build-
ing, operating, and maintaining streets
that enables safe access for all people
who need to use them, including pedes-
trians, bicyclists, motorists and transit
riders of all ages and abilities.

Complete Streets Ordinance

On June 17, my colleagues — Coun-
cil President Sarah Kepple and Ward 3
Councilperson Cindy Strebig — and
I proposed an Ordinance to enact
Complete Streets in Lakewood. The
Complete Streets Ordinance seeks to
address the livability and safety needs
of Lakewood by building upon efforts
to promote an equitable multimodal
transportation system. It sets up an
accountability structure and pub-

lic engagement process to ensure that
Lakewood is meeting the goals and
infrastructure improvements called for
in the Active Transportation Plan.

A Walking School District
— Caregiver Decisions to Allow Walk-
ing/Biking to School

Lakewood and our School District
are unique in that we do not provide
buses to bring students to school because
we have neighborhood schools where
most elementary and middle school stu-
dents live within walking and/or biking
distance to their respective school. We
proudly call it a “Walking School Dis-
trict.” I love walking or biking with my
children to school each day. However, the
Active Transportation Plan found that
the key issues impacting caregiver deci-
sions to let a child walk or bike to school
“safety of intersections and
crossings” at 61 percent, “speed of traffic
along route” at 45 percent, and “conve-
nience of driving” at only 13 percent. As
such, the safety of our streets — not the

included

convenience of driving — is impacting
those decisions. Moreover, 67 percent of
fatal or serious injury pedestrian crashes
and 40 percent of fatal or serious injury
bicycle crashes happened within %4 miles
of schools and over 83 percent and 90
percent occurred within a %2 mile of
schools. Those are jarring numbers.

We owe it to the most vulner-
able among us to do all we can to
implement the safety infrastructure
improvements outlined in the Active

UNZ 10’ 91}5* r’?/,uf icily /dﬁ?m.r
“ . S ﬁw.l:':? / e
P UscA "Best of Local Business”
Fresh Authentic Italian Cuisine Award Winning Pizza
Pizza = Pasta » Sandwiches » Salads = Wings 1990 - 34 Years in Business!
Let Us Cater Your Next Event Now Serving 4 Locations!
Lakewood, Cleveland, Akron, and Parma
OPEN:
Monday-Thursday (PIZZA [T U™ 0o St
4 m- aam Plain 'II:S!'.?S ;:g 25 Sr‘:lal 75 a‘i 14 '1:"”'
? H T Iteay 950 N ;5 $15.00 '!16"50
Dﬂ‘fﬂ"er}'r ﬂ”.? am 2 Items $10.2% §12.28 $14.25 $1828
£ £11.00 £13.28 17,50 $20.00
Frida -Sahll'dﬂ lm:: §11.75 §1425 $18.75 §2175
y y Daluxe $11.30 $1525 2000 $r350
4pm - 3:30 Eetrs froens Wi e oms an
Delivery tilf 3:15 am ‘hf:" - 1225 k.25 §315 3475
Teppi o0 2.50 350 450
Sllllda? Available itams: Pepperoni, Sauage, Muskesam, Dnion, Geeen & Red Bell Peppars,
- Anchoates, Ham, Bacon, Fresh Gaelic. Black Qlives, Mat Peppers, Ground Eeef, Pineapple.
2Pm 1 am Jalapeds Peppers Specal Toppings: &richoke Mearts, Fresh lomato, Broccedi, and *Chikken
Delivery tifl 12:45 am - - o ’
17615 Detroit Avenue - 216-228-2900 nunziospizza.net

TROY BRATZ

Real Estate Agent
Residential / Commercial m

Your Local Real Estate Expert

216.702.2196 ® TroyBratz@KW.com
© © @TroyBratzKW

KW ELEVATE

KELLERWILLIAMS

SELL now for top dollar
) BUY for your future
€ INVEST in the community

Transportation Plan.

Planning Commission’s Charter-
Bound Role Over Changes to Streets

While many communities that
enact a Complete Streets Ordinance
often create a new volunteer committee
or task force to oversee its implementa-
tion, Lakewood already has a qualified
body in the Planning Commission to
take on the work. Lakewood’s Charter
creates and provides structure to the
Planning Commission, which is com-
prised of five talented volunteers with
two appointed by City Council and
three appointed by the Mayor. The City
Engineer serves as a non-voting member.
The Planning Commission is entrusted
with many responsibilities under Sec-
tion 7.2(g) of the Charter that require
“mandatory referral” to the Planning
Commission. That section outlines that
“nor shall any street be opened, wid-
ened, narrowed, relocated or vacated, or
its use changed for any purpose whatso-
ever ... unless it has first been submitted
to [Planning Commission] for report
and recommendation.” Considering the
Planning Commission’s Charter-bound
duty to be consulted on any changes to
our streets and the goals of the Complete
Streets Ordinance, they are well-suited
and positioned to fill this advisory role.
In addition to their expertise, the Plan-
ning Commission also has the capacity
as they have gone from a high of 85
agenda items in 2017 to only have 37 in
2022 and 25 in 2023.

The Complete Streets Ordinance
seeks to have Lakewood, before embark-
ing on any transportation project,
publicly come before the Planning Com-
mission and show that the treatments
called for in the Active Transportation
Plan are in the planned improvements.
If those treatments are not feasible, then
the City must explain why to the Plan-
ning Commission. This process will
provide structure and process to what
the Charter already requires of the
Planning Commission, increase public
participation, safety, and ensure that
Lakewood meets the goals outlined in
the Active Transportation Plan. While
this proposal creates a process to for-
malize what the Charter requires, it was
not traditionally included in the City’s
process of embarking on transporta-
tion projects. It will require established
protocols to be modified to accommo-
date the public input and accountability
structure of the Active Transportation
Plan, but we could think of no better
reason than the safety of our most vul-

nerable users of our streets to endeavor
to make those changes.

Difference Between a Complete
Streets Ordinance and a Complete
Streets Policy

The Administration put forth a Res-
olution to implement a Complete Streets
Policy after my colleagues and I intro-
duced the Complete Streets Ordinance.
City Council and the Administration
agree on the goals of Complete Streets.
However, there are notable advantages of
seeking to accomplish the goals of Com-
plete Streets through an ordinance as
opposed to a policy. A policy does not have
the accountability structure of a public
meeting and, notably, does not allow for
the Planning Commission to perform its
Charter-bound duty to review all changes
to our streets. Moreover, City Council acts
through the Lakewood Codified Ordi-
nances and not through policies. The
Administration has indicated that the
Complete Streets Ordinance would halt
Lakewood’s progress on public works
projects or usurp the expertise of dedi-
cated and skilled employees of Lakewood.
That is simply not true, not intended,
and a misreading of the proposed Com-
plete Streets Ordinance. Having one
public meeting before the Planning Com-
mission to allow for public input and a
Planning Commission report and rec-
ommendation would not halt progress or
usurp participation of skilled employees,
it would create better andsafer projects.
That said, I look forward to working with
the Administration, our colleagues, and
the public on the Complete Streets Ordi-
nance to reasonably refine the proposed
process to create a safer and more equi-
table Lakewood.

Lakewood’s #1 choice

for interior and exterior
painting

Eﬁxl! be E‘Sﬁf f

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.

THAT’S ALL WE DO!

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

2 Chris “The Handy Y
Plumbing e Electrical ® Carpentry
Whatever your needs as a homeowner are.
Relief, is just a phone call away.

(216) 832-3234
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LAKEWOOD CARES

Rep. Skindell Announces Passage Of Capital Budget,
Securing Transformative Investments In Cuyahoga County

by Joshua Meek

State Rep. Michael Skindell
(D-Lakewood) today announced the
passage of House Bill (HB) 2, the state's
biennial state capital budget, in both
the Ohio House of Representatives
& Senate. The record-setting $6.2B
investment makes appropriations for
state-owned infrastructure, colleges,
universities, and school districts as well
as other community projects.

In addition to the $3.51B in tra-
ditional capital funds and a $1.98B
appropriation for ongoing projects, HB
2 includes an additional $700M in state
funds that will be directly invested into
transformative community projects
designed to generate further develop-
ment & economic opportunity across
the state. These state funds were able to
be set aside due to the influx of federal
relief dollars that helped to supplement
the state’s balance sheet during the
most recent state operating budget.

Rep. Skindell helped secure $17.5M
in traditional capital budget funding
for Cuyahoga County, as well as $83M
in one-time strategic funds.

“These historic investments in
Cuyahoga County and the State of
Ohio thanks to the one-time Strate-
gic Community Investment Fund are
unprecedented,” said Rep. Skindell.
“These state dollars will be benefiting
countless nonprofits, schools, parks,

and art initiatives. By investing in our
local communities, we are ensuring
that Ohio is the best place to do busi-
ness or raise and grow a family.”

Some of the over $100M of funds
will be distributed to several local
entities, including:

$2M to Irishtown Bend Park

$1.5M to Cleveland Christian
Home — Child Wellness Campus

$800K to Saint Edwards High School

$750K to Winterhurst Ice Arena

$507.5K to Cleveland Habitat
Building Project

$400K to May Dugan Center

$250K to Beck Center for the Arts

Additionally, HB 2 includes
approximately $1.6B of capital budget
funding for the following state entities:

$600M to provide funding for
K-12 school classroom facility projects

overseen by OFCC.

continued on page 11

Lakewood Family Room Turns 30!

by Jessica Parker

The Lakewood Family Room has
been a beacon of support and strength
for families across our city and beyond
for three decades. Originating from
modest roots within a school cafeteria,
evolving to establish its first dedicated
space at St. James Child Care Cen-
ter, then finding a nurturing haven
at Lakewood United Methodist, and
finally culminating in our cherished
new permanent residence at Cove
Community Center, our dedication to
fostering an environment where fami-
lies flourish has remained unwavering.

This year we will celebrate our mis-
sion and the individuals who shaped it
with a gala celebration and fundraiser
on Saturday, August 17th at 7 o'clock in
the evening at Cove Community Cen-
ter. TIMELESS TALES: Celebrating 30
years of the Lakewood Family Room
will bring together friends, alumni,

* Drop-In Center
* Peer Support Group
* Arts and Crafts Program

EUIURE B

a nan-proﬂt peer wellness center

and supporters for an evening of food,
drinks, games, and auctions to raise
funds for the Lakewood Family Room.
This unique theme was chosen as a way
to symbolize the timeless essence of the
stories and memories created within
the Lakewood Family Room over the
past 30 years. Just as classic children's
tales hold a special place in our hearts,
so too do the experiences shared and
bonds formed within our community.

We are seeking sponsors for the
event, donations for the silent auc-
tion, and (most importantly) your
personal stories of the impact the
Lakewood Family Room had on your
life. Please contact Program Manager,
Jessica Parker at 216.529.5018 or jessica.
parker@lakewoodoh.gov to contribute
or for more information. Look for tick-
ets to go on sale next month!

Jungle Adventure

by Naomi Schiffrik

Can you see a howler monkey
screeching? Do you see a sloth hang-
ing from a tree? Is that the aroma of
tropical flowers wafting through the
air? Do you feel soft grass under your
feet? Join us on our Great Jungle Jour-
ney and use your imagination to see
and feel all this and more.

Grace Lutheran Church, 13030
Madison Avenue, will be hosting a
VBS camp week from Monday July 29
through Friday August 2. Each day
we begin our adventure at 9 am in the
chapel. After that our groups of green
parrots, dart frogs, gorillas, toucans
and butterflies will move from center

to center to hear a Bible story, learn
some science, make a craft, have a
snack, sing some songs and play some
games. Parents can pick up their chil-
dren at noon back in the chapel where
we will have our closing devotions.

Vacation Bible School is open to 3
year olds through children having com-
pleted 4th grade. It is free and open to
all. Please call 216-221-4959 or email
nrschiffrik@yahoo.com to pre-register
your child by July 15 so we are sure to
have enough supplies for everyone.

What did the parrot say to the
waitress after he ordered his food?
"Just put it on my bill"

Hope to see you soon!

Lakewood Seventh-Day
Adventist Church Community
Service Center Update

By Pastor Quentin Purvis

The Lakewood  Seventh-day
Adventist Church thanks the com-
munity for their decades of support,
providing clothing and household
goods for our community service cen-
ter.

We will be restructuring our cen-

ter, so we can partner with the city and
other service organizations.

Effective July 3, 2024 our center
will be closed. We are not accepting
donations at this time.

We will post updates at an appro-
priate time.
patience during this transition.

Thank you for your

4

Lakewood Seventh-day Adventist
Community Service Center

1382 Arthur Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Thank you for your support
CENTER CLOSED EFFECTIVE 7/3/24 FOR RESTRUCTURING
NOT ACCEPTING DONATIONS

Thank you for your patience during this time
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Worried about
alcohol or
drug use?

Learn more about what a
substance use disorder
is and what treatment
options are available at
adamhscc.org/treatment

Ready for
treatment?

Call 216-623-6888
or 988

Take a free
screening

Confidential online
substance use
screening

'"BOARD OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY
ALCOHOL, DRUG ADDICTION & MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

July

ARIES: The Sun is shining on
Ram’s Mountain of home & family, the
Ram can spread the word in a heart-
beat, throw an impromptu party. Lady
Jupiter is gracing your neighborhood
with Luck, enjoy!

TAURUS: The Bull just hit the
jackpot, it’s time to come out of that
Bullpen & celebrate, share the wealth
with your siblings, & spread it through-
out your community, be generous.

GEMINI: Lady Luck is sitting
pretty in the Twin’s sense of self. It’s
time to double up & share the green-
backs with the less fortunate. What you
give out comes back ten-fold!

CANCER: Jupiter is spreading some
good luck behind the scenes this month
for the Crab. However, it’s your month to
shine birthday girl/guy. Soak up the Sun-
shine and smile for the camera.

LEO: The Sun is working behind
the scenes in the Lion/Lioness Jungle
this month. However, Lady Luck is
lighting up your house of friends like
the 4 th of July. Mingle.

VIRGO: If you've been thinking
about finding some work to bring in
extra cash, there’s no place like your
friendship circle. Get thee to the neigh-
borhood events & ask around.

LIBRA: The Sun is shining on
Libra’s house of Career, while Lady
Luck is lighting up your 9th house of
foreign affairs. Do I hear a trip overseas
in the works? Say “Si."

SCORPIO: The Scorpion is all
about transformation, this month
extra moola may come from outside
resources. The Sun is lighting up your
house of foreign affairs, buy a ticket.

SAGITTARIUS: Aim that bow
& arrow straight to the heart of a sig-
nificant other this month Centaur. The
Lucky stars are headed in that direc-
tion, transformation first though!

CAPRICORN: Jupiter is shining
on the Goat’s 6 th house of health. Enjoy
the upswing! Meanwhile Lady Jupiter is
putting the spotlight on your business/
romantic relationships. Yahoo!

AQUARIUS: The Sun is shining
on the unconventional Aquarian’s fit-
ness routine. Who said working out has
to be boring? Lady Jupiter is making a
visit to the house of romance.

PISCES: The Fish has all the luck
in the world this month right at home
in the pond. However, the Sun is work-
ing overtime to set the sky ablaze with its
romantic sunsets. Solstice steps perhaps?

Eva Starr, the local astrologer. You
can reach Starr at evastarr@evastarr.com

BorderLight Theatre Festival Presents

THe RAISc

A PLAY BY &Ge0ORGEeS reret

Translated and Produced by Thomas Zipp
Oirected by Brian Westerley

Thursday July 25th 6:30pm
Friday Tuly 26th 8:00pm
Saturday July 271th 5:00pm

The Hermit Club
1629 Dodge Ct. Cleveland OH 44114

| Border!|

borderlightcle.org
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COVE COMMUNITY CENTER

Save the Date:

Annual Summer Resource Fair
At Cove Community Center!

by Nancy Feighan

We're thrilled to invite you to the
Lakewood Area Collaborative's FREE
annual summer Resource Fair, gen-
erously sponsored by the Healthy
Lakewood Foundation and The Wart-
hogs M.C. Mark your calendars for:

Saturday, August 10, 2024

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Cove Community Center

12500 Lake Avenue

Lakewood, Ohio

Join us for a day of community
connection and support! Discover local
resources and services that can benefit
you and your family. Plus, don't miss

out on FREE school supplies and lunch
(while supplies last)!

This event is open to all members of
the community. Whether you're look-
ing for educational resources, health
services, or simply want to connect with
your neighbors, this fair is for you.

Spread the word and bring your
friends and family along! Together,
let's build a stronger, more connected
community.

We look forward to seeing you
there!

If you are interested in being a
vendor, please contact: lakewoodarea-
collab@lakewoodoh.net

WHEN & WHERE

Tues. July Sth @ 2pm
Cove Community Center
12525 Lake Avenue

Services Center

YOU'RE ¢
INVITE

to A La Cart, a series of live cooking demos

FEATURING

Ruth Kostadinov
Chef & Owner of Gingham
Market by Gatherings Kitchen

cse LAKEWOOD Community

I.H CART
 m N

Make heaithy chef nspired
recipes at home

C‘)\NGHAM

A
o e

MARKET

GATHER IMNGS CITTEHEN

Meet Me At Cove:
Bill McCarthy,

Neighborhood Police Officer

by Nancy Feighan

For 22 years, Bill McCarthy has
been a dedicated member of the City
of Lakewood Police Department. Since
January 2022, he has embraced the
role of Neighborhood Police Officer,
bringing his vast experience and warm
personality to the community.

A U.S. Army veteran, Officer
McCarthy joined Lakewood PD in
2000 and has served in many capaci-
ties. We like to think his current role
at Cove Community Center is the
most rewarding. His favorite part of

being at Cove is the daily interaction
with community members of all ages,
from infants to seniors. Known for his
humor and friendly demeanor, Officer
McCarthy has a knack for brightening
anyone's day with just a greeting.

When off duty, Officer McCarthy
loves the great outdoors, especially fish-
ing. Next time you're at Cove, be sure to
say hello to Officer Bill McCarthy!

Nancy Feighan is a Project Special-
ist I, Department of Human Services,
City of Lakewood.

Neighborhood Officer Bill McCarthy has a knack for brightening anyone’s day with

just a greeting.

Rep. Skindell Passes

State Budget

continued from page 9

$575M for the Public Works Com-
mission to issue grants and loans to
local governments for road and bridge
projects, fresh water treatment and dis-
tribution systems, wastewater collection
and treatment facilities, storm sewer sys-
tems, and solid waste disposal facilities.

$415.7M  for  state-supported
higher education institutions to con-

Michael A. Bentley
Vice President, Investments
440.801.1629

Michael.Bentley@RaymondJames.com

JohnsonBentley.com

159 Crocker Park Blvd., Suite 390

Westlake, OH 44145

Raymond James & Associates, Inc Member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC

duct construction of new facilities,
major renovations of existing facilities,
or basic renovations at public univer-
sities and their regional campuses and
community colleges.

HB 2 now heads to the governor's
desk for his signature.

Joshua Meek is a Legislative Aide
for Ohio State Representative Michael
Skindell of Ohio House District 13.

JOHNSON | BENTLEY

WEALTH PARTNERS
OF

RAYMOND JAMES

We are here for all
your financial
planning & wealth

management needs

« Financial Planning

« Investment Strategy

« Retirement Planning

« Portfolio Management

« Alternative Investments

« Educational Planning

« Estate and Trust Services

« Longevity Planning

. Corporate Retirement
Plan Consulting
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HONORING LAEWOOD'S RED, WHITE, AND BLUE |
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Full Service Salon For Females Of ALL Ages

Hair too flat or too frizzy?
We can help with produets and serviees.
Moroccan oil, Brazilian Blow Out,
Biolage Smoothing. i
Make your feet sandal pretty |
with a Yoleano pedicure. L™
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Callfor an appsintmant for best service. .
 Froe Privale Parking. Check wilh Idor cash

15309 MADISON AVE

The Smarter Way to Shop...
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Medicare

Small Group N
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Retirement ‘ XJA

Call today for your FREE QUOTE!

Life Insurance
Supplemental
216-228-0765
www.clevelandinsurance.info

- Health .t;'-?f___;,-_: ¥
Long-Term Care
16506 Detroit Rd. Lakewood, OH 44107

Carl Lishing Licensed Insurance Agent

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency s the d/b/a, or assumed name, of Insphere Insurance Solutions, Inc. which
Is licensed as an insurance agency in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Hot all agents are licensed to
sell all products. Service and product availability varies by state HMIADD0539

WE MOVED To Serve You Bet!pr
Skettle Automotive
NOW OPEN ON SATURDAY

Tim Skettle Owner, Technician

Formerly at Steve Barry Buick
For an appointment CALL

216.226.5993 °
NOW AT - 13436 Madison Ave
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KITCHEN HOURS
MONDAY — THURSDAY — 4pvM—10PM
FRIDAY — 4pm—10PM
SATURDAY — 12PM—-10PM
SUNDAY — 12PM—9PM
BAR IS OPEN LATER...

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY — FRIDAY 4 PM — 6 PM

13362 MADISON AVE.

LAKEwWOOD, OHIO + (216) 226-8828

Are you facing a legal problem that impacts

Contact Legal Aid!

Or, call 888.817.3777 during most business hours.

Health? Housing? Family? Money? Employment?

Browse legal information or apply for help 24/7 online: wwuw. lasclev.org

Legal Aid thanks the
Healthy Lakewood Foundation
for its outreach support!

Celebrating Over 19 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com



