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Lakewood Kiwanis Awards 

15 Scholarships To Graduating Lakewood Seniors

Meet the 2024 Kiwanis Scholarship Recipients (from left to right) Hana Schmidt, Zoe Schmidt, William J. Craighead, Jason Haklaz, Edward Norton, Rowan Brown, 
Hannah Watkins, Mimi Nee, Ava Donaldson, Mary Grace Wirtz, Cameron L. Wereb, Rosemary Cronin, Yasmine A. Elhachdani, Safa Jabarkhil, and Kaileigh M. Burton.

by Anna Bacho 
Lakewood Kiwanis Scholarship Foundation is proud to announce our 2024 

recipients for this year’s graduating high school seniors. The following 15 graduates 
are being awarded thirteen  $10,000 and two $5000 for vocational schools. Brining 
the total of scholarships awarded by the Lakewood Kiwanis over the years to more 
than $3 million dollars!

We consider their academic, citizenship and leadership abilities. Thank you to 
all the applicants and their families. This scholarship fund is funded through the 
efforts of The Kiwanis Club of Lakewood. The Lakewood Kiwanis Hootenanny 
Dance and legacy donations were just two of our major fundraisers.

The winners of the 2024 Lakewood Kiwanis Scholarships are: Rowan Brown-
Lakewood HS, Kaileigh Burton-Lakewood HS, William (Liam) Craighead-St. 
Ignatius, Rosemary Cronin-Lakewood HS, Ava Donaldson-Lakewood HS, Yasmine 

Elhachdani-Lakewood HS, Jason Haklaj-Lakewood HS, Edward Horton-Lakewood 
HS, Safa Jabarkhil-Lakewood HS, Mimi Née-Lakewood HS, Hannah Schmidt-St 
Joseph, Zoe Schmidt-St Joseph, Hannah Watkins-Lakewood HS, Cameron Wereb-
Lakewood HS, Mary Grace Wirst-Magnificat.

The Kiwanis Club of Lakewood is the leading service organization in Lakewood 
and  we are celebrating over 100 years of service. Along with our scholarships, we 
also support Harding Builders Club, K Kids Club’s at Horace Mann and Horizon 
B&A Care at Harrison and Emerson.

We welcome new volunteers and new members to continue giving to our youth. 
Please consider joining  our club. Look  over our web page 

Www.LakewoodKiwanis or our FB page for more information and contacts. 
 #KidsNeedKiwanis

by Sarah Kepple
Students from Lakewood Pride Club attended the May 20th meeting of Lakewood City Council 

to cheer on Council's unanimous passage of Resolution 2024-34, recognizing LGBTQ+ Pride Month 
in the City of Lakewood. The Resolution was introduced by Mayor Meghan George, Council Presi-
dent Kepple and Councilwoman Cindy Strebig, Ward 3. With the passage of the resolution, the Pride 
flag will once again fly in front of City hall for the month of June.

President Sarah Kepple serves all residents as Lakewood City Councilmember at Large. Reach 
her at sarah.kepple@lakewoodoh.net or 216.200.5050. 

by Sharon Schuldt
The Healthy Lakewood 

Foundation is excited to 
announce the appointment 
of Kim Fennell to its Board of 
Directors. Kim, a Lakewood 
resident for the past decade, 
was appointed at HLF’s 
March Board meeting and 
brings a strong background 
in therapeutic recreation 
and a passion for community 
engagement and inclusion. 
Currently, Kim works at 
Rec2Connect as a Certified 
Therapeutic Recreation Spe-
cialist, where she not only 
works with clients in the 
water as an aquatic therapist, 
but also implements land-
based programs, oversees 
adult program outreach, and 
manages volunteers.

Kim graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science in Ther-
apeutic Recreation from the 

Healthy Lakewood 
Foundation Appoints 
New Board Member

University of Toledo and is 
currently working to com-
plete her Master of Nonprofit 
Administration with Loui-
siana State University. Her 
diverse experience spans 
across various roles, includ-
ing Recreation Therapy 

Pride Club Students Celebrate 
Lakewood City Council Resolution

Kim Fennell 

continued on page 15
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Published twice a month with a current circulation of 10,000+ copies. The paper is made available 
free of charge and can be found at over 100 business locations within the City of Lakewood and on 
our website. The views and opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views 
and opinions of the publisher and staff. Copyright 2024 • AGS/The Lakewood Observer, Inc. All 
rights reserved. Any reproduction is forbidden without written permission. 

The mission of the Lakewood Observer is to attract, articulate, and amplify civic 
intelligence and community good will in the city of Lakewood and beyond.

Become an Observer!
The Lakewood Observer is a product of citizen journalism, which means it is a completely 

community-written paper. We are looking for volunteer writers, photographers, designers, and 
illustrators. It doesn’t matter if you’re a professional or an amateur, our editorial staff will be glad 
to help you through the process. Register to our Member Center at lakewoodobserver.com where 
you can submit stories, press releases, letters to the editor, photos, cartoons, drawings, etc. No need 
to register to post online calendar items or classified ads. Questions? Email our Editor-in-chief at 
betsy@ lakewoodobserver.com..

www.lakewoodobserver.com

216.407-6818  OR  216.339.2531
PO BOX 770203, Lakewood, OH 44107

Lakewood Observer    

Your Independent Source for Lakewood News & Opinion

ADVISORY BOARD - Heidi Hilty, Jeff Endress, Jim Crawford, Debra O’Bryan,
Jim O’Bryan, Steve Ott, Betsy Voinovich

ILLUSTRATIONS - Rob Masek, Jim O’Bryan

PHOTOGRAPHY -  Matt Bixenstine, Christine Gordillo, Sarah Kepple, 
Tess Neff, Jim O’Bryan, Sharon Schuldt, Dan Shields, and Robert Shimp

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS - Anna Bacho, Lisa Batkiewicz, Matt Bixenstine, 
Kirsten Bull, Nancy Feighan, Mayor Meghan George, Christine Gordillo, 
Martin Jaffe, Sarah Kepple, Kenneth Knabe, Tess Neff, Vincent O’Keefe, 
Myra Orenstein, Sharon Schuldt, Dan Shields, Robert Shimp, Jeffrey Siebert, 
Eva Starr, and Patricia Wellborn

	PUBLISHER	 EDITOR IN CHIEF	 ASSOCIATE EDITORS	 ADVERTISING
	Debra O’Bryan 	 Betsy Voinovich 	 Emily Kompier	 Sales Manager	
				    216.339.2531	

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S PAGE

The Lakewood Observer is produced by volunteers/residents of Lakewood. 
If you’d like to help this history-making 19-year-old project continue to publish the words, stories and images of fellow 

Lakewoodites follow the QR Code to the Member Center and sign up at www.lakewoodobserver.com/members. 
If you’d like to advertise with us contact: production@lakewoodobserver.com. 

Subscribe to the digital edition by sending a request to 
thelakewoodobserver.digital@gmail.com with “SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line.

Isn’t it time you joined this effort to report community news while preserving our history?

by Sarah Kepple
Connect With Council

Hi Neighbors! One of my goals 
on Council has been to actively engage 
folks in their government and present 
multiple avenues of participation. At 
our Council Strategic Planning retreat 
earlier this year, Councilmembers 
unanimously supported communica-
tion with the community as top priority.

Council Community Conversations
While Council meetings provide 

a formal venue for public comment, 
and community members are always 
welcomed and encouraged to contact 
Councilmembers directly via phone 
and email, there is also benefit to hear-
ing from our constituents in less formal 
settings and allowing for more organic 
conversation. To that end, I am excited 
to announce that we have scheduled 
the following listening sessions in each 
of the four Wards. 

All members of the community are 
invited to come and connect with their 
Councilmembers, ask questions, meet 
their neighbors, and share their ideas 
and concerns. We are grateful to our 
gracious hosts for opening their doors 
to Council and the public. Residents 
may identify their ward here: https://

Lakewood City Council Ward Map/Conversation Schedule
table and enjoy a free cookout with 
neighbors at Lakewood Alive’s annual 
Birdtown Picnic at Madison Park. 
https://tinyurl.com/BirdtownPicnic24

Saturday, June 15th 1:00-3:00pm 
Join all seven Councilmembers and 
Bike Lakewood at Madison Park for 
a guided bike ride and to learn about 
our recently adopted Active Trans-
portation Plan. https://tinyurl.com/
LkwdBikeCouncil24

Saturday, June 15th 4:00-6:00pm 
After the bike ride, join us at Madi-
son Court Community Coalition’s 
Juneteenth Celebration with free 
food, family activities, book giveaway 
and father-figure/children basketball 
match up.

https ://tinyurl.com/LkwdJune-
teenth2024

Branch of Lakewood Public Library, 
13229 Madison Ave

Additional Connect with Council 
Opportunities

Saturday, June 8th 12:00-2:30pm 
Come say “hi” to me at the Council 

tinyurl.com/LkwdWards
Ward 1: 

June 20, 5-6 pm - Lakewood Fam-
ily YMCA, 16815 Detroit Rd.
Ward 3: 

July 17, 6-7 pm – Barton Center, 
14300 Detroit Ave.
Ward 2: 

August 6, 6-7 pm - Main Branch 
of Lakewood Public Library, 15425 
Detroit Ave.
Ward 4: 

August 20, 6-7 pm - Madison 

	 Upcoming Submission Deadline	 Publish Date
	 Friday, June 14, 2024	 Wednesday, June 19, 2024
	 Friday, June 28, 2024	 Wednesday, July 3, 2024
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by Myra Orenstein
Gordon Geiger was tired of seeing 

Amazon trucks roaming his neigh-
borhood. He was concerned when he 
witnessed the increasing number of big 
box stores.

As the owner of Geiger's, a family-
owned, Lakewood institution, Geiger 
decided to take things into his own hands.

He created Cleveland Shops, an 
organization of locally owned, inde-
pendent retailers who joined together 
to educate the public about the impor-
tance of supporting local retailers.

That was nearly five years and a 
pandemic ago.

While the concept was welcomed 
by retailers on both sides of Cleve-
land, plans to launch were ill-timed. 
Marketing slated for March, 2020 was 
postponed because of the Covid out-
break. Momentum was lost. Plans for 
moving forward were put on hold.

That was then...
Today, Cleveland Shops boasts nearly 

40 impressive retailers as members.
On June 1, it will launch its first 

major marketing promotion, "Boom!"
"Boom! connotes increasing sales 

at the cash register. It's the surprise that 

our members have in store for those on 
our e-newsletter list and our followers 
on social media," Geiger explains.

Followers of Cleveland Shops and 
subscribers to its e-newsletter will gain 
exclusive access to sales, previews of 
trunk shows and more.

Boom! exclusives will be 
announced to this group on the first 
and third Monday of the month.

Lakewood retailer The Tea Lab, 
another Lakewood retailer, will launch 
the promotion on June 1.  

Retailers have the option of creat-
ing one-day or one-week promotions. 
One retailer will be featured during 
each of the promotions.

"We believe this will be an excit-
ing way for Clevelanders to discover 
our outstanding members as well as 
a means for other retailers to learn 
the value of Cleveland Shops. Shop-
ping local is not only beneficial for the 
retailer, it's important for our econ-
omy and the landscape of our cities. 
We can't survive without marketing.  
Cleveland Shops helps us achieve our 
goals," Geiger adds.

To register for the Cleveland Shops 
e-newsletter, visit clevelandshops.org.

Boom! Cleveland Shops 
Makes Noise
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by Meghan George
Mayor/Safety Director, City of Lakewood

THE MAYOR’S CORNER

Bay Village | Fairview Park | Lakewood | Middleburg Heights | North Olmsted | North Ridgeville 

All six O'Neill Healthcare campuses 
are rated 5-stars!  

We've been rated the best by the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services 

The Five Star Quality Rating System is based on ratings 
in three areas: health inspection results, staffing data, 

and quality measure data. Very few facilities achieve this 
5-star rating in each state. Our success is a direct result 

of our respectful concern for each resident and from 
providing world class health care services. 

(440) 808-5500 | ONeillHC.com

The City of Lakewood pro-
vides many highly visible services to 
our residents, from the public works 
department who are always out and 
about improving and maintaining 
things to our police and fire depart-
ment who patrol our streets and 
respond to emergencies in vehicles 
and uniforms we all readily observe. 
One department that can fly under the 
radar but also provides a major ben-
efit for the people of Lakewood is our 
Human Services Department.

In Lakewood, we are proud that 
our concept of providing services also 
extends to the deep and important 
work done by our Human Services 
Department. That includes work 
at Cove Community Center and in 
homes across the city. Human Services 
Director Chad Berry and his team pro-
vide an impressive breadth of support 
to our seniors, youth, families in need, 
and those living on the edge and fac-
ing crisis.

On any day at Cove, you might 
find a social gathering for Lakewood 
residents (everything from a Leap 
Year Dance Party to Breakfast with a 

Bunny); a financial literacy class; or 
the Human Services team figuring out 
an emergency plan for a resident whose 
heat went out or who lacks air condi-
tioning on a sweltering day. That is just 
the tip of the iceberg, and it would be 
impossible to list all their efforts and 
impact in a single column.

In 2023 alone, an average of 150 
community members came through 
the doors of Cove Community Cen-

ter daily to participate in activities 
and programming. Seniors and fam-
ily room participants checked in to 
our Human Services programs close 
to 29,000 times. Nearly 19,000 home 
meals were delivered, and over 12,800 
congregate meals were served. The 
work of the Human Services depart-
ment is a testament to the spirit of 
Lakewood and how deeply we care for 

by Patricia Wellborn
On Wednesday, June 19th from 

6:00 to 9.:00 p.m., Lakewood Black 
Caucus is celebrating its annual 
Juneteenth celebration at Lakewood 
Presbyterian, Church: 14502 Detroit 
and Marlowe. Our event is open to 
everyone and it is free! Come join us 
for food, games and live entertain-
ment. There will also be a raffle with 
wonderful prizes! There is something 

Join Us For Juneteenth!
for everyone. We will hold the event 
in Lawther Hall which is at the back 
entrance of the church. Bring the fam-
ily, and enjoy the fun!

Patricia Wellborn is an African 
American woman, who has lived in 
Lakewood since 2015. She is a senior, 
and is active in social justice work. She 
is the president of the newly formed 
Lakewood Black Caucus.

Human Services Department Is 
A Testament To The Spirit Of Lakewood

and lift each other up.
I also want to highlight the efforts 

that Director Berry and his team make 
to successfully apply for outside dol-
lars to support our work.  In 2023, 
they obtained funds from NOACA 
(Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinat-
ing Agency) that paid for over 80% of 
the cost of a new senior services trans-
portation van and were also able to 
increase one of our county grants by 
over $125,000. This year, Human Ser-
vices has already secured a $45,000 
grant from the Healthy Aging Grants 
program, a state program designed to 
help provide funds to services aimed at 
increasing the quality of life for seniors. 
This consistent work to find additional 
dollars is a huge help to our quality of 
services and is critical in limiting costs 
for our taxpayers.

If you want to learn more about 
our Human Services Department and 
all it has to offer, please visit https://
www.lakewoodoh.gov/human-ser-
vices/ or contact the Human Services 
team directly at 216-529-5061 or 
HumanServices@lakewoodoh.net.

by Christine Gordillo
The Hayes 3rd Grade Wax Museum last week was an absolute hit, showcas-

ing our students' incredible talents! After selecting and reading a biography, they 
delved into research and crafted digital or poster profiles of their chosen famous 
person. They then transformed into these famous personalities and welcomed 
families to meet everyone from Albert Einstein to Mae Jemison to Amelia Earhart 
and beyond! Awesome use of creative and critical thinking, communication and 
growth mindset.

Wax Museum Is A Hit At 
Hayes Elementary
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CHILDREN’S/TEEN

SUMMER 
READING CLUB 2024 
May 10, 2024 - August 12, 2024

Start your adventure by signing up. Read for fun 
and a chance at prizes! Log your reading over the 
summer and get entered for our weekly drawings. 
All ages are welcome.

Sign up online at lakewoodpubliclibrary.org/youth
or in person at Main Library or Madison Branch.

For children of all ages

MAIN LIBRARY
15425 Detroit Avenue
Lakewood, Ohio 44107-3829
(216) 226-8275

MADISON BRANCH
13229 Madison Avenue
Lakewood, Ohio 44107-4898
(216) 228-7428

CHILDREN’S/TEEN

SUMMER 
READING CLUB 2024 
May 10, 2024 - August 12, 2024

Start your adventure by signing up. Read for fun 
and a chance at prizes! Log your reading over the 
summer and get entered for our weekly drawings. 
All ages are welcome.

Sign up online at lakewoodpubliclibrary.org/youth
or in person at Main Library or Madison Branch.

For children of all ages

MAIN LIBRARY
15425 Detroit Avenue
Lakewood, Ohio 44107-3829
(216) 226-8275

MADISON BRANCH
13229 Madison Avenue
Lakewood, Ohio 44107-4898
(216) 228-7428

CuyahogaReads.org

Log your reading for the 
Cuyahoga Reads Reading 
Challenge! Scan the QR 

Code to get started with the 
Beanstack app today!

Double your summer-reading fun!

   Upcoming Events In June
by Lisa Calfee

Support local writers and celebrate the creativity of our wonderfully diverse 
community by attending Lakewood Public Library’s Meet The Author, a platform 
for Northeast Ohioans to share their latest books and unique perspectives. 
Meet The Author: “The Girl from Cleveland City” Series 
     by Alexsandra Sukhoy 

Wednesday, June 12, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium  
Alexsandra Sukhoy breaks and blends writing and visual platforms- including 

screenplays, blogs and photography in The Girl from Cleveland City series. Books 
will be available for sale and signing at the event.  

Presentation - Cleveland’s Olympic History 
Wednesday, June 5, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium 
The Olympics are coming this summer! Come and learn about some of North-

east Ohio’s notable Olympians. Presenter Jill Jaracz is the founder and co-host of 
Keep the Flame Alive, a podcast dedicated to the Olympics and Paralympics. 

Literary Cleveland Presents:  
Write Now – Poetry Writing Workshop with Instructor Corey Miller 
Saturdays: July 6, 13, 20 and 27, 2024  
10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room  
Participants will generate new writing in this free four-week practical workshop 

that explores a different element and form of poetry each Saturday. Registration is 
required and begins on June 1, 2024.  Visit lakewoodpubliclibrary.org or call (216) 
226-8275.

Terry Meehan Film Series: “The Graduate” (1967)  
Saturday, June 8, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium 
Dustin Hoffman stars as Benjamin, a college graduate who gets involved with 

both the wife (Anne Bancroft) and the daughter (Katharine Ross) of his father’s 
law partner.    

Film: “Moneyball” (2011) followed by a Q&A with Cleveland Guardians PA 
Announcer Bob Tayek from the Cleveland Guardians and Eddy Jansen from the 
Lake Erie Crushers. 

Saturday, June 15, 2024 at 5:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium   

Children’s And Youth Services
by Jeffrey Siebert
Adventure Begins at Your Library 

For all children and youth from birth up to those entering twelfth grade. Read 
for fun and rewards. Participants will be entered into weekly drawings for prizes 
and gift cards. Readers can check online or in person. Finishers receive a certificate 
of completion and a new book to keep. Registration is required. 

Friday, May 10, 2024 through Monday, August 12, 2024 at the Main Library 
and Madison Branch 

Adventure Begins at Your Library Scavenger Hunt 
For all ages. Children are invited to participate in the Summer Reading Club 

scavenger hunt by looking for pictures of road and traffic symbols they might find 
on their next adventure. The pictures are found throughout the Children’s and 
Youth Services area of the library. The hunt lasts all summer. When you finish, turn 
in your scavenger hunt sheet to be entered in a drawing for a prize. No registration 
is required.  

Friday, May 10, 2024 through Monday, August 12, 2024 at the Main Library 
and Madison Branch 

Just Baby ‘N Me 
For You and Your Birth to 24-Month-Old Baby 
Just Baby ‘N Me is a lap-sit story time ideal for babies from birth through 

early walkers. The focus is on rhymes, songs, finger plays and exploring short books 
together. Registration is required. Register for each session separately.  

June 10- July 18, 2024 
Main Library-  Mondays - 10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m.  
Wednesdays- 10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m.  
Thursdays-10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
Madison Branch - Thursdays - 11:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

Pre-school Story Time 
For You and Your 2 to 5-Year-Old Pre-schooler. Children and their parents will 

enjoy stories, movement and songs for thirty fun filled minutes. The focus is on 
early literacy skills. No registration is required. 

June 10- July 18, 2024 

Lakewood Public Library Programs
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LAKEWOOD SCHOOLS

by Christine Gordillo
Lakewood City Schools proudly 

celebrated the achievements of its 
brightest students at the 41st annual 
Celebration of Excellence ceremony 
on May 16 in the Civic Auditorium. 
Held to honor the academic dedica-
tion and success of its students, 390 
medals of excellence were awarded to 
middle school and high school students 
who maintained a 4.0 GPA or higher 
through the first three quarters of the 
academic year.

The ceremony, a highlight of the 
school calendar, recognized not only 
these top academic performers but also 
celebrated the District's National Merit 
Finalist and six Commended Scholars, 
who have demonstrated outstanding 
academic prowess on a national level.

In addition to the medals of excel-
lence, the ceremony also included the 
awarding of a range of scholarships to 
deserving students. Recipients included 
those honored by the Lakewood Lead-
ership Team, Lakewood Rangers 
Education Foundation, and winners 
of various Lakewood High scholar-
ships. A notable addition this year was 
the presentation of the new Governor's 
Merit Scholarships, aimed at support-
ing students in their pursuit of higher 

AVON MIDDLEBURG HEIGHTS

LAKEWOOD OHIO CITY

LORAIN SANDUSKY

ClevelandClinic.org/West

YOU DON’T HAVE TO GO FAR

  CARE
FOR WORLD CLASS 

Here for you with 3 hospitals and more than 50 
locations across Cuyahoga, Lorain, and Erie 

counties.
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If pain in your ankle is interfering 
with your daily life, Cleveland  
Clinic orthopaedic surgeon 
Sagar Chawla, MD, shares some 
treatment options that can help you 
return to your favorite activities.

Many people find relief from  
ankle arthritis pain and stiffness 
with treatments such as 
medications, injections, physical 
therapy or orthotics (special shoe 
inserts or devices, like braces).

If the pain persists, you may consider total ankle 
replacement – also known as ankle arthroplasty – a type 
of joint replacement surgery.

“Ankle arthritis occurs after injury to the ankle and 
results in ankle stiffness and pain. An ankle replacement 
allows patients to preserve their range of motion while 
treating the pain,” says Dr. Chawla. “During the surgery, 
we remove degenerated bone and cartilage and insert 
new prosthetic pieces which move together, resulting 
in a fluid range of motion. This flexibility allows you 
to walk normally, with less pain, and return to a more 
active lifestyle.” 

Total ankle replacement is typically an outpatient 
procedure. In the early days of recovery, you will need 
someone to drive you to physical therapy and help with 
daily tasks. Everyone is different, but most patients 
recover in three to six months. 

Total ankle 
replacement helps 
preserve range of 
motion and treat 
arthritis pain.

Sagar Chawla, MD
Cleveland Clinic 
Richard E. Jacobs 
Health Center at 
Richard E. Jacobs 
Campus in Avon and 
Lakewood Family 
Health Center

New Cleveland 
Clinic specialists 
in Lakewood. 

Briana Amato, CNP
Pediatric Urology
Cleveland Clinic  
Lakewood Medical 
Building

Appointments: 
Call 440.282.7420 
or 216.636.9483.

Christopher Cantwell, MD
Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Cleveland Clinic  
Olmsted Township Express 
& Outpatient Care 
Lakewood Medical 
Building

Appointments:  
Call 440.234.4700.

Ankle fusion surgery – or arthrodesis - is another 
procedure. Fusion surgery permanently joins the 
ankle bones together at the point where the cartilage 
has worn away. This limits your range of motion, 
affecting the way you walk or possibly causing 
arthritis to develop in other joints.

Talk to an orthopaedic surgeon to determine which 
option may best meet your needs.

Dr. Chawla has clinics at Richard E. Jacobs Health 
Center at Richard E. Jacobs campus in Avon and 
Lakewood Family Health Center. He performs  
surgery at Lutheran Hospital, Fairview Ambulatory 
Surgery Center and Marymount Ambulatory  
Surgery Center.

To schedule an appointment with Dr. Chawla, call 
216.444.2606.

220234-02-RET-JUN_9.5x7.5_Lakewood Observer.indd   1 5/28/24   12:47 PM

District Honors 
Academic Standouts In 
Celebration Of Excellence

education.
Keynote speaker Lisa Bruening, 

director of student services for the 
school district and a Lakewood High 
School graduate, delivered an inspiring 
address. Her speech emphasized the 
many ways the Vision of a Lakewood 
Ranger competencies have helped her 
succeed in her career and life. The audi-
ence and students also enjoyed some 
beautiful music from the Lakewood 
High Chamber Choir. 

Such a wonderful evening to cel-
ebrate our student successes!

by Christine Gordillo
Exciting news from the Division 

1 State Track & Field Championship 
Meet over the weekend!

Ranger athletes delivered out-
standing performances:

Kaydence Doxley soared to 2nd 
place in the long jump after a nail-
biting tie-breaker jump against the 
eventual winner. She also took 16th in 
the 200 meters!

Charlie Payne finished strong in 
7th place in the 1600 meters!

Charieon Doxley made us proud 
by competing in the 100 meter hurdles!

The 2x400 relay team of Mck-
enna Hunt, Sophia Eccher, Kaydence 
Doxley, and Charieon Doxley also ran 
against the best in the state!

Congratulations to all our athletes 
and their amazing coaches for their 
hard work and dedication. 

Rangers Shine At State Track 
And Field Championship
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MIDDLE SCHOOL MOCK 
TRIAL SHOWCASE 
By Lisa Batkiewicz

Garfield and Harding participated 
in the statewide Middle School Mock 
Trial Showcase sponsored by the Ohio 
Center for Law-Related Education last 
month in at the State Courthouse in 
Columbus and came away with many 
awards, including Best Attorney and 
Best Witness.

Garfield’s three teams together 
won three of six possible Best Attorney 
awards and three of six possible Best 
Witness awards. Harding’s two teams 
won two  Best Attorney awards and              
one Best Witness award. 

Garfield’s Best Attorneys winners 
were Tyler Kemp, Avery Spahr, and 
Adam Tanina. Harding’s Best Attor-
neys were Julia Thomas and Ingrid 
Matera. Garfield’s Best Witnesses 
awardees were  Cory Clemens, Zsofi 
Flasher, and Henry Trefethen. Hard-
ing’s Best Witness was Harper Haney.

Forty-three teams from districts 
across Ohio competed over three days, 
and only 16 teams scored in the top tier of 
three scoring tiers. The Garfield Ranger 
Team received the highest rating of Supe-
rior. Garfield Gold and Purple Teams as 
well as Harding Team 1 received a rat-
ing of Outstanding and Harding Team 2 
received a rating of Excellent.

This year the Middle School Mock 
Trials were based on the book “The 
Giver” by Lois Lowry in which a teenager 
in a dystopian society risks his well-being 
and goes against the rules of his commu-
nity to save the life of a small child. 

Each middle school team subdi-
vides into a prosecution and a defense 
squad, and prepares for two differ-
ent trials against other Ohio middle 
schools. Students take on the roles of 
attorneys, witnesses, and bailiff/tim-
ers. The trials take place in front of real 
attorneys who act as trial judges and 
who rate teams on case understanding, 
professional demeanor, oratory skills, 
and understanding of trial technique 
and courtroom procedure.

 Special thanks to attorney Sarah 
Cleves, a Lakewood resident and 
Senior Claims Attorney with ABA 
Insurance Services, Inc., who acted 

Middle School & LHS Mock Trial Teams Shine In Competition

LHS Mock Trial team member Delano Yeung won a Best Witness award.

as a legal advisor for Garfield’s teams, 
coached by Mrs. Colleen Gromek. 
Garfield’s seventh-grade participants 
were Sam Anderson, Mustafa Anwari, 
Nixon Biasotti, Cory Clemens, Wil-
liam Costello, Dylan Emerson, Zsofi 
Flasher, Colleen Flynn, Gian Frederick, 
Brock Hammersmith, Emmy Hansen, 
Danica Herberger, Rylan Hongosh, 
Orri Hudson, Tyler Kemp, Ben Knight, 
Jonah McAlister, Toast Miklowski, 
Samantha Moran, Mallory Mossman, 
Norah Murtha, Nick Orefice, Evelyn 
Quesada, Emaline Reba, Elm Russell, 
Avery Spahr, Desmond Stevenson, 
Adam Tanina, Claire Timieski, Mea-
gan Towner-McCormick, Henry 
Trefethen, and Andy Witwer. 

At Harding, Mrs. Batkiewicz, Mr. 
Avila-John, and Mrs. Murray guided 
their 7th and 8th grade teams along 
with help from countless attorneys and 
judges present during the week of Play-
offs which decided Harding’s teams.  

Harding’s 8th grade students par-
ticipating were: Veronica Allie, Ally 
Demaline, Luca Eppley, Connor Hib-
inger, Darwin Hurley, Delia Jablonski, 
Jack Janko, Julia Myers, Delaney Rod-
gers, Maddie Sheils, Anthony Smith, 
Savannah Sullivan, Alden Therrien, 
and Julia Thomas

Harding’s 7th grade students were: 
Andrew Babson, Marie Brosky, Deagan 
Carney, Ace Griggs, Harper Haney, Tyler 
Kinder, Quinn Liderbach, Caroline 
Lubas, Ingrid Matera, Marlo Melnick, 
Lane Rowland, Autumn Seeley, Amelie 
Snipes, and Anna Winchester 

Also, a special thanks to the 
Lakewood Rangers Education Founda-
tion for helping fund this project! We 

could not have done this without your 
support!
OHIO HIGH SCHOOL MOCK 
TRIAL 
By Dan Shields

The Lakewood High School Mock 
Trial Team competed this spring in the 
2023-2024 Ohio High School Mock Trial 
competition, sponsored by the OCLRE 
(Ohio Center for Law Related Educa-
tion).  Each fall high school teams from 
around the state prepare a trial based 
on a case created by a panel of judges, 
lawyers, and staff. This year's case was 
State v. Espinoza, which dealt with the 
history and application of the Excessive 
Fines Clause of the Eighth Amendment. 
In this case the LHS team looked at 
excessive fines in the context of the for-
feiture of a classic 1967 Chevy Camaro. 
This case was argued at the historic Old 
Courthouse in downtown Cleveland.

Violet Gonzalez and Jay Doz-
ier served as the Timekeepers for the 
Lakewood team, keeping the lawyers 
on track throughout the proceed-
ings. Luisa Garcia and Abby Emerson 
participated as backups for the team, 
working with the lawyers and wit-
nesses to keep them on target. Alessio 
Matera and Cameron Wereb served as 
advisors to their peers providing assis-
tance when needed. 

The Prosecution team was com-
posed of Mel Diemert and Mikayla 
Jaissle, while the Defense attorneys were 
Gwen Hongosh and Maya Trempe. The 
lawyers prepared the examination and 
cross examination of all witnesses, using 
the case materials and evidence provided 
by OCLRE. They all were diligent in their 
preparation and executed their roles 

skillfully and with determination. 
The witnesses were played by 

Abby Peck as Ash, Ceci Whiteamire 
as Harley, Delano Yeung as Makani, 
and Tarik Ibrisagic as Oakley/Presley. 
They prepared their parts and helped 
the lawyers present their best case. The 
judges thoroughly enjoyed the actors 
in costume, the manner in which each 
acted their roles, their knowledge of the 
facts, and a stellar acting performance. 
This is especially true for Delano 
Yeung, who won the outstanding wit-
ness in his trial, which he earned by 
being well prepared and showing dedi-
cation to his role.

Lakewood's team worked diligently 
on the case materials as they organized 
strategy and legal arguments. This tight 
knit team of students prepared from 
October through January, on their own, 
to prepare for the Mock Trial competi-
tion. They presented a lively trial and 
impressed the judges with their prep-
aration, questions, arguments, and 
appropriate objections.  

The team wishes a fond farewell to 
Cameron Wereb, who recently gradu-
ated. However, the good news is that 
none of the other members of this 
year’s mock trial team will be graduat-
ing this spring, which should make for 
a stronger, more experienced team for 
next season.

The 2023-2024 Lakewood Team 
was led by teacher/moderator Mr. Joseph 
Lobozzo, with assistance from local 
attorneys Amelia Leonard and Dan 
Shields. The moderators are especially 
proud of this year's team, as they orga-
nized themselves and prepared their own 
schedule to work on this year's trial.

The mock trial team is open to all 
Lakewood High students.  The team 
encourages everyone to join them next 
year, including those who participated 
in the Middle School Mock Trial at 
Harding and Garfield middle schools.
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from City Hall
The Lakewood Police Department 

and Lakewood Fire Department will 
be hosting a Summer Safety Days Pro-
gram for children ages 3-12 and their 
parents at Madison Park.  Children 
participating in this program will gain 
a better understanding of safety as well 
as engage in personal interaction with 
safety forces. The three-hour program 
will be offered a few times through-
out the summer for two different age 
groups. Each child must be accom-
panied by an adult to this program. 

Lakewood Police And Fire Departments To Host 

Summer Safety Days For Children 3 Through 12
Pre-registration is required. There is a 
limit of 25 children per session.

Summer Safety Days will take 
place on the following dates in 2024:

Wednesday, June 26
Tuesday, July 23
Tuesday, August 13
Each date will feature two sessions:
Morning (10 AM-12 PM) for 3 to 

7 year-olds
Afternoon (1 PM – 3 PM) for 8 to 

12 year-olds
Children ages 3-7 will interact with 

officers and firefighters and participate 

in age appropriate activities including:
    A coloring station with PD col-

oring books as well other coloring/
painting activities provided by Cove 
Community Center

    Button maker station
    Water balloon station/toss
    Sensory Tables station
Children ages 8-12 will interact with 

officers and firefighters and participate 
in age appropriate activities including:

    A coloring/painting station
    Button maker station
    Water balloon station/toss
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CONGRATULATIONS LAKEWOOD HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2024
Evelisse Evie Abderrazza 
Naseer Abdul Rahim Zai 
Mufeed Abushatara
Amily Abuzahriyeh
Leena Adams
Aseel Albadarin
Akram Ali
Moyeen Ali
Farhad Ali Shah
Elisabeth Grey Alleman
Maria Alrahhal
Tala Altaei
Ava Andjeski
Gift Angel Anya
Rachel Aoun
Lay Htoo Arrow
David Awkar
Aaliyah Aziz
Caroline Baas
Kayla Baire
Annabelle Baker
Olivia Baker
Aidan Bangert
Meredith Edie Barcelona
Ronan Barley
Giada Barricelli
Ryan Beaver
Olivia Behun
Adam Benhaddou
Haley Benjamin
Tirhas Berakhi
Cassandra Griffin Berry
Salina Bhattarai
Kaitlyn Bitterman
Mya Blume
Alesandra Bookman
Luka Bork
Laci Boucher
Aiden Bovee
Zoe Zen Bowers
Eileen Brady
Grace Bratko
Reagan Bratko
Isabella Broughton

Rowan Brown
Sam Browning
Kiah Bryant
Eric Bumm
Emmett Burens
Owen Burens
Gavin Burgess
David Burns
Kaileigh Burton
Christopher Chris Byrne
Leah Campbell
Alexandria Phil Campbell
Cicely Cj Campen
Conor Carlin
Mia Carroll-Greeves
Zachary Charlton
Alexis Cheiky
Gianna Chisholm
Nevaeh Chounramany
Thomas Ciomcia
Aiden Clasen
Avelyn Cleary
Lana V. Collins
Olivia Collins
Isabella Colon
Branyon Condon
Tanner Constantine
Elma Coralic
Xavier Correa
Eleanor Costello
Gillian Coulson
Rosemary Cronin
Cameron Crouch
Damien Cunningham
Ryan Davis
Carolina DeJesus
William Willow Detmar
Sebastian Desilets
Olivia Olive Diemert
Shannon Dohar
Ava Donaldson
Caleb Doup
Kaydence Doxley
Jazmin Dunay

Dominic Dupay
Jacob Dupay
Carter Eardley
Dinya Elder
Yasmine Elhachdani
Jessica Ellis
Madelynn Ellis
Sydney Elyko
Jana Evans
Grace Elle Falkenstein
Michael Fallon
Dylan Ferrell
Darien Ferrer
James Ferry
Vincent Vincenzo Filippelli
Cameron Cami Fisher
Carson Fogle
Carreon Ford
Logan Foster
Logan Friend
Erica Ari Frischauf
Julian Gamez
Delaney Garcia

Leonardo Garman
Charles Garrison
Lukas George
Nora Germaine
Owen Gibbons
Turner Gilliland
Fiona Gjermeni
Shymeer Shymeek Glasgow
Carlito Gonzalez
Aidan Goodpastor
Kristin Gordon
Michael Gourley
Jack Gowan
Maryanne Goza
McKenna Graber
Samuel Griffith
Duncan Grinder
Rhyen Grzelak
Mateo Guajardo
Junah Gunka Woten
Breanna Gwynn
Jasson Haklaj
Eleanor Hartranft

The perfect pair 
for your air.  

OH Lic #16431
Offer expires June 14, 2024.
*Rebate requires purchase of qualifying items between March 11, 2024 and June 14, 2024 from a participating Lennox® dealer. Contact your local participating Lennox® dealer for promotion details. Qualifying items must be installed by June 21, 2024. This offer applies to residential installations only. Rebate claims must be submitted (with proof of purchase) to www.
lennoxconsumerrebates.com no later than July 5, 2024 11:59:59 p.m. ET. Rebate is paid in the form of a Lennox Consumer Rebate Visa® Prepaid Card. Prepaid card is governed by the Cardholder Agreement, and some fees may apply. Please note that prepaid cards are subject to expiration, so pay close attention to the expiration date of the Card. The Lennox Consumer Rebate 
Visa Prepaid Card is issued by The Bancorp Bank, N.A., pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. The Card may be used everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. The Bancorp Bank, N.A.; Member FDIC. Conditions apply. See www.lennox.com/terms-and-conditions for complete terms and conditions. **Offer available March 11, 2024 to June 14, 2024. All applications are 
subject to credit review and approval. Not all applicants will qualify. Requires purchase of qualifying Lennox® system. No down payment required. If you qualify for this promotion (“Promotion”) and elect to participate, Finance Charges (interest) will not accrue for the first twelve months (Promotional Period), and you will not be required to make payments during the Promotional 
Period. If you pay the entire amount financed on or before the last day of the Promotional Period (Promotional Expiration Date), you will not have to pay any Finance Charges. However, if you qualify and elect to participate in the Promotion and do not pay the entire amount financed on or before the Promotion Expiration Date, you will be charged Finance Charges starting the first 
day after the Promotion Expiration Date at an annual percentage rate (APR) of 11.95%, and the balance will be payable in 120 scheduled monthly payments of $14.30 per $1,000 of the amount financed. No prepayment penalties. Minimum and maximum amount financed of $3,000 and $100,000, respectively. Late charges may apply. Complete terms and conditions and Truth 
in Lending disclosures will be set forth in the Retail Installment Contract which you should review carefully. ^Lennox Industries Inc. (“Lennox”)/dealer is not acting in the capacity of a legal or tax advisor and does not make any representation, warranty, guarantee or other assurance as to whether a particular matchup qualifies or is eligible for a tax credit or rebate. This document 
has been prepared for informational purposes only and is not intended to provide, and should not be relied on for, tax or legal advice. The IRS, DOE and state energy offices are responsible for the implementation and administration of tax credits/rebates. There are important requirements and limitations for the homeowner to qualify for tax credits/rebates. Moreover, the laws are 
subject to change. As a result, Lennox/dealer highly recommends that you consult with a tax advisor or attorney regarding your qualification for a tax credit/rebate in your particular circumstance and verify and review the applicable laws and regulations. Lennox/dealer expressly disclaims all liability for damages of any kind arising out of a homeowner’s claim for a tax credit/
rebate. ^^Savings vary based on local energy provider and where you live. Contact your local utility provider or ask your local Dealer for details.   
©2024 Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.

216-220-5710
slifehvac@sbcglobal.net

13729 Madison Avenue
Lakewood, OH 44107

lwelch;Detroit;Slife Heating & Cooling Inc;B05064-154141;15.25 x 4.6-4c (24Sp-B3)

 

Receive up to $1,700 in 
rebates when you purchase the 

Ultimate Comfort System™*

OR Qualified buyers make no 
payments, incur no interest for 
12 months when financing a 

new Lennox® system**

PLUS, ask about local utility 
rebates that may be available^^

PLUS up to $2,600 in  
Federal Tax Credits^

Perfect Together-24Sp-4c-1a.indd   4 3/22/24   9:37 AM
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CONGRATULATIONS LAKEWOOD HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2024

Sebastian Heidelberg
Alyssa Heinz
Lucy Henrikson
Chaiya Herberger
Chandler Hereford
Tyler Herrington
Jake Hirsch
Madison Hobson
Chase Holyko
Lanajah Honer
Edward Horton
McKenna Hunt
Julian Inks
Will Irwin
Arlinda Ismaili
Safa Jabarkhil
Andrew Jablonowski
Maren Jacobs
Emily Jarecke
Mya Joachim
Aniya Johnson
Teagan Jones
Davon Kidd

Brandi King
Emaline King
Michael Klasa
Madison Madi Koebel
Askar Korkut
Lillian Kovach
Sophia Kowalski
Andrew Krankowski
Elma Kudic
Halla Kutkut
Ava Labadie
Ler Baw Lah
Maggie Lane
James Lawicki
Brian Lemasters
Zachary Locey
Jackson Lodge
Mia LoPiccolo
Madaline McKinney
Amit Mahat
Dunya Malkieh
Amalija Marich
Ariana Marich

Nevan Nev Markling
Jayden Marlowe
Mackenzie A. Martin
Isabella Bella Marzicola
Savannah Mason
Alexa Masten
Jacob Masulis
Aidan Maxwell
Naysa McGregor
Patrick McLaughlin
Gebriel Memaj
Donald Mikuluk
Sicily Blake Miller
Evan Eve Miller
Robert Millie Miller
Ryann Millisor
Michael Minch
Masiuddin Mohammed
Hadeal Mohesen
Carlo Molinar
World Da Moo
Hosanna Moosay
Rita Moran
Joshua Morrison
Chanceler Moses
Brian Moten
Fatima Muntaser
Maher Musleh
Paige Nappi
Bilal Naqshbandi
Timothe Ndjiline
Mimi Nee
Joshua Needham
Isadora Nieves
Maya August Nieves Bucey
Oliver Nochta
Eleanor Ellie Nortz
Elise O’Donnell
Michael Ortiz
Zoe Pace
Dominic Patera
Cameron Patton
Charles Payne
Dominic Dom Peck
Cameron Cam Perry
Natalie Post
Emily Potoczak
Mar Lar Mark Prae
Isabella Prieto D’Angelo
Nichalous Purtty
Lukas Quick
Charles Quinn
James Raynor
Brynn Reali
Margaret Rearden
Hutch Reed
Jonathan Reighard
Emma Ribar
Madison Maddie Rich
Morgan Roberts
Eleanor Rogers
Jasmine Rose
Owen Rumsey
Caitlin Salo
Thaissa Santos
Moo Hsar Kblut Say

The perfect pair 
for your air.  
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Offer expires June 14, 2024.
*Rebate requires purchase of qualifying items between March 11, 2024 and June 14, 2024 from a participating Lennox® dealer. Contact your local participating Lennox® dealer for promotion details. Qualifying items must be installed by June 21, 2024. This offer applies to residential installations only. Rebate claims must be submitted (with proof of purchase) to www.
lennoxconsumerrebates.com no later than July 5, 2024 11:59:59 p.m. ET. Rebate is paid in the form of a Lennox Consumer Rebate Visa® Prepaid Card. Prepaid card is governed by the Cardholder Agreement, and some fees may apply. Please note that prepaid cards are subject to expiration, so pay close attention to the expiration date of the Card. The Lennox Consumer Rebate 
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Period. If you pay the entire amount financed on or before the last day of the Promotional Period (Promotional Expiration Date), you will not have to pay any Finance Charges. However, if you qualify and elect to participate in the Promotion and do not pay the entire amount financed on or before the Promotion Expiration Date, you will be charged Finance Charges starting the first 
day after the Promotion Expiration Date at an annual percentage rate (APR) of 11.95%, and the balance will be payable in 120 scheduled monthly payments of $14.30 per $1,000 of the amount financed. No prepayment penalties. Minimum and maximum amount financed of $3,000 and $100,000, respectively. Late charges may apply. Complete terms and conditions and Truth 
in Lending disclosures will be set forth in the Retail Installment Contract which you should review carefully. ^Lennox Industries Inc. (“Lennox”)/dealer is not acting in the capacity of a legal or tax advisor and does not make any representation, warranty, guarantee or other assurance as to whether a particular matchup qualifies or is eligible for a tax credit or rebate. This document 
has been prepared for informational purposes only and is not intended to provide, and should not be relied on for, tax or legal advice. The IRS, DOE and state energy offices are responsible for the implementation and administration of tax credits/rebates. There are important requirements and limitations for the homeowner to qualify for tax credits/rebates. Moreover, the laws are 
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Shen Da Say
Adam Sbeih
Keegan Schroeder
Aubrey Seguine
Emily East Sever
Anthony Severino
Raheem Shamsi
Jalon Siggers
Anaula Simpson
Dalton Sindyla
Megan Slattery
Ameyah Smith
Blaise Smith
Bode Smith
Sean Smith
Alexia Smith-Donaldson
Travon Somerville-Pledger
Benjamen Sorby
Katelynn Sparks
Arabella Spear
Griffin Starr
Adam Steinbrick
Mason Stephens
Gia Stewart
Ashley Stover
Kaylee Struhar
Anil Anish Sunuwar
Pranisha Sunuwar
Alexander Sweeney
Alex Symons
Gita Szakacs
Mia Szymczyk
Moo Ler Taw
Alexandra Taylor
Kylee Taylor
Jayden Thompson
Phineas Thompson
Parker Toms
Andrew Trnavsky
Hayden Trnavsky
Katelyn Katie Tucker
Charles Tuel
Ashley Van Gunten
Joseph Joey Villafane
Sara Viserta
Daw Wah
Jacklyn Walker
Owen Wankowski
Hannah Watkins
Cameron Wereb
Cameron White
April Wiggins
Alexandria Williams
Louis Williams
Kaiden Wilmot
Cole Winslow
Andrew Max Winters
Elliot Winters
Lillian Winters
Daniel Wise
Symon Worthington
Corinne Wroblewski
Alana Young
Alianah Alec Young
Sophia Zarbo
Kailey Zefo
Charles Zumkehr
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THE CLEVELAND VEGAN SOCIETY
PRESENTS:

SATURDAY, JUNE 22 
11AM-5PM

AT THE HUNTINGTON CONVENTION
CENTER OF CLEVELAND, OH

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS:

*FREE 

ADMISSION

*Suggested $5 donation at the door. 
Your donation makes Cleveland VegFest possible.

SCAN FOR 

UP-TO-DATE
INFO

EXPLORING LAKEWOOD

by Vincent O'Keefe
Ever wonder what it would be like 

to walk down every street in Lakewood? 
(There are 210 of them!) Well now 
you can do that vicariously by visiting 
www.lakewoodatoz.com and follow-
ing the journey of longtime Lakewood 
resident Michael Daso. As Michael 
explains at the site, “I’ve challenged 
myself to walk every street in Lakewood 
this year in alphabetical order (one per 
day) in hopes of raising some money for 
Lakewood Alive.” Lakewood Alive is a 
“community-centered nonprofit that 

Walking the Streets Of 
Lakewood--From A to Z!

fosters and sustains vibrant and wel-
coming neighborhoods.”

Michael’s project started with 
Abbieshire on February 5, 2024, and 
should finish with Wyandotte around 
Thanksgiving. He recently reached 
his halfway point (105 streets), and 
each entry about a street provides a 
few paragraphs and photos describ-
ing his experience. Highlights so far 
have included many aspects that make 
Lakewood streets unique—e.g. stun-
ning and/or historic architecture, Little 
Libraries (and “Dog-Stick Libraries”), 

pocket parks, sidewalk drawings, Adopt-
a-Spots, secret gardens, hidden gnomes, 
and, of course, friendly neighbors. 
(Author’s note: When I learned about 
Michael’s project, I started to provide 
historical background about different 
Lakewood street names for him, some of 
which also appears on the site.)

It’s not surprising that Michael, 
a local financial consultant, is civic-
minded in his quest. His love of 
Lakewood is well-reflected in his mul-
tiple stints on a variety of local Boards 
of Directors, including the Beck Center 
for the Arts, the Lakewood Historical 
Society, and the Lakewood Chamber of 
Commerce. Michael and his wife have 
also raised four children in Lakewood.

Find out what Michael discov-
ers on your street by visiting www.
lakewoodatoz.com today! While dona-
tions to benefit Lakewood Alive are 
encouraged, they are not necessary to 

read about Michael’s street journeys. 
At his site, Michael also thanks several 
Lakewood businesses for their help 
with his project--Erie Design, RYCO 
Sports, and CoDesign. If you’d like 
to reach out to Michael, his website 
provides the following contact info: 
E-mail dasolakewood@gmail.com or 
@dasolakewood on Instagram and X.

Vincent O'Keefe is a local writer 
and former stay-at-home dad with a 
PhD in American literature. His writ-
ing has appeared at The New York 
Times and The Washington Post, 
among other venues. Visit him at www.
vincentokeefe.com.Vincent O'Keefe is a 
local writer and former stay-at-home 
dad with a PhD in American literature. 
His writing has appeared at The New 
York Times and The Washington Post, 
among other venues. Visit him at www.
vincentokeefe.com. 

    by Martin Jaffe
Congito Jaffe, wellknown local 

singer/songwriter is honored to 
announce that he will be hosting an 
innovative monthly summer music 
series at the Blue Café, 15715 Madison 
Avenue in Lakewood.

Acoustic Musicians: 

Play Your Instrument, 
Sing Your Song

Perform your original or non-orig-
inal, classical, folk, solo, ensemble, or 
string quartet for 15 minutes of music.  
Share your voice, vision, and creative 
soul. This is a chance to perform/listen 
to fresh lively music by local residents, 
your friends and neighbors. We hope you 
will share your innovative new music, 
put your original spin on a classic, strum 
your guitar, bow your violin, tap your 
timbales, and sing along with others.

Sign-up for a 15 minute slot will 
begin half an hour before the event 
begins. Scheduled dates are: Sunday, 
June 16th, 12pm-2, Sunday July14th, 
12pm-2pm, and Sunday, August 18, 
12pm-2pm.

I hope to see you there and look 
forward to meeting you.
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Michael Daso
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COURTS OBSERVED

by Judge Tess Neff
Modernizing the Court is a prior-

ity for me because technology brings 
efficiency and access to the Court. We 
have successfully implemented several 
technological advancements and I am 
excited to inform you about the prog-
ress. I am very pleased to announce 
that the Court recently launched a 
new website that is freshly improved, 
updated, and user-friendly. Navigat-
ing any website should be easy and 
rather intuitive, and we strived to 
do just that. The website contains 
an abundance of useful information 
about the types of cases that are pro-
cessed and heard in the Court, FAQs, 
making payments online, the various 
departments that comprise the Court, 
and much more. I encourage you to 
take some time to check out the new 
website, which can be found at www.
lakewoodcourtoh.gov.   

A much needed improvements 
were made to the Court’s Probation 
Department. It included implement-
ing a new software program in 2023. 
The software program is an excellent 
source to collect data about the types 
of offenses committed, the Ward 
where the offense occurred, recidi-
vism information and more. The new 
system helps the probation staff in 
countless ways. Probation staff are 
occupied conducting pre-sentence 
investigations, collecting information 
from victims including restitution, 
all while managing their caseloads. 
They are tasked with monitoring 
persons on probation to ensure they 
are complying with the Court orders 
issued from their sentencing. All this 
information, including individu-
als’ case history is easily searchable 
with the new software. In 2023, there 
were approximately 200 active proba-
tion cases. This is a heavy caseload for 
three probation staff; however, the 
new software is an excellent support 
to the Probation Department. 

Another advancement the Court 
made was the implementation of the 
Probation Department kiosk in the 
Court lobby. The easy to use and 
accessible device has simplified and 
streamlined the check-in procedure 
for individuals under the supervision 
of the Court. The kiosk has eliminated 
the monotonous paperwork that pre-

viously was required every time a 
probationer appeared for an appoint-
ment with their probation officer. As 
a result, the probation staff ’s time is 
optimized, and they can concentrate 
on their client. Once a person com-
pletes the check-in questions such 
as contact information updates, the 
Probation Department staff receive 
a notification on their computer that 
the probationer is ready to be seen. 
Each individual checking-in receives 
a timestamp with the date and time 
for efficiency and verification. 

Moving along in our efforts to 
modernize the Court, we engaged in 
services for scanning the hundreds of 
thousands of civil paper documents 
being physically stored by the Court. 
Records retention rules promulgated 
by the Ohio Supreme Court preclude 
courts from ever destroying certain 
court documents. Other records eli-
gible to be destroyed are subject to 
timelines. The physical records have 
outgrown the available space. Scan-
ning the documents preserves them 
digitally. It also opens the door to 
removing the scanned documents 

from storage to be shredded. Not only 
does scanning the records free up 
space within the Court, but it elimi-
nates manual searches for files that 
are among thousands of documents. 
The scanning project is an ongoing 
endeavor that will last several years 
because it is such a monumental task. 
The plan for 2024 is to scan years 
2012 and 2013. We are hopeful to also 
squeeze in years 2014 and 2015. The 
Court was created in 1928 and there 
are physical records includng docket 
books from 1968 forward! 

Also, the Court is close to open-
ing our Check-In/Self Help kiosk for 
public use and for court appearances. 
The hard wiring is almost complete, 
and the kiosk will be ready to make 
its debut within a few weeks. Users 
will be able to view FAQs, search what 
court forms are required for driv-
ing privileges, get assistance in filing 
small claims cases etc. The check-in 
process for court appearances will be 
smooth and timely. Like the Probation 
kiosk process, individuals checking-
in will be placed in order of time of 
arrival and the information will be 
transmitted to the court staff com-
puters. Again, this will save a lot of 
valuable time for staff who currently 
sit in the lobby to receive individuals. 
Once the kiosk is functional, staff can 
then take care of other tasks while the 

kiosk takes over the check-in process.   
On a final note, you may recall 

a previous article I wrote regarding 
a $425,000 grant award the Court 
received in 2022. At the end of this 
year that two year grant will close. We 
were able to utilize the funds for very 
important purposes such as to pur-
chase the Check-In/Self Help kiosk 
and cover the cost of installation, 
desk scanners for staff in the Clerk of 
Court department, cover payment for 
the Public Defender to represent indi-
gent defendants, laptops, and defray 
some of the cost for the new Court 
case management system. We remain 
grateful for the grant opportunity 
which greatly assisted the Court on 
many levels, and it is our hope to apply 
for future grants.

I look forward to keeping you 
apprised about all the good work the 
Court is producing and future accom-
plishments. You as a taxpayer should 
be proud of the court staff who work 
hard daily to serve our community. I 
know I am. 

Tess Neff is a 36-year Lakewood 
resident. She and her husband Rich-
ard chose to raise their three children 
in this community. She is honored to 
serve as the Lakwood Municipal Court 
Judge.  

Shop our aisles for FREE gently-used adult & children's 
clothing, shoes, household items, books, videos and more. 

New Center hours:  Tuesday mornings 10:30 am - Noon 
                                        Thursday evenings 5:00 pm – 6:30 pm 

 

Please bring own bags. 

1382 Arthur Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio 44107 
Behind Taco Bell.  Enter through school glass doors.  Ring doorbell. 

Lakewood Seventh-day Adventist 
Community Service Center 

 

https:// www.lakewoodsdachurch.org/ 

Lakewood Municipal Court Modernizes With Technology
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TROY BRATZ
Real Estate Agent
Residential / Commercial

Your Local Real Estate Expert

@TroyBratzKW

216.702.2196      TroyBratz@KW.com

SELL now for top dollar
BUY for your future
INVEST in the community

LAKEWOOD CARES

by Robert Shimp
It is time for the Lakewood His-

torical Society’s annual Sale on the 
Grounds! The sale will be held at the 
Nicholson House and its grounds from 
Thursday June 20 to Sunday June 23. 
Times for the sale will be 9 AM to 3 PM 
Thursday-Saturday and Noon to 3 PM 
on Sunday.

The Sale on the Grounds has some-
thing for everyone including furniture, 

sets of dishes, glasses, pots, pans, 
kitchen utensils, linens, toys, games, 
puzzles, artwork, frames, small appli-
ances, tools, collectibles, and much 
more. Cash, checks, and charges are 
accepted. It is a sale that you should not 
miss, and all proceeds go to the benefit 
the work and operations of the Histori-
cal Society. For more information, call 
the office at 216-221-7343. 

by Matt Bixenstine
Keep Lakewood Beautiful is 

pleased to announce its 2024 Beauti-
ful Home Awards! Now through July 
15th is the time to submit your nomi-
nations for the Lakewood home(s) 
you think showcase eye-popping 
landscaping, well-maintained fea-
tures, and that extra something that 
makes it “beautiful.”

Nominations can be made quickly 
& easily by visiting the City of Lake-
wood’s website (lakewoodoh.gov/
keep-lakewood-beautiful) or by calling 
the City of Lakewood at 216-529-5061. 

Lakewood Historical Society 
2024 Sale On The Grounds: 
June 20 Through 23

Keep Lakewood Beautiful 
Launches 2024 Beautiful 
Home Awards

Typically 50 to 100 Lakewood homes 
are nominated each year.

Keep Lakewood Beautiful has 
been orchestrating the Beautiful Home 
Awards for more than 10 years. One 
home from each of the original seven 
school districts is chosen from nomi-
nations submitted by community 
members. Winners will receive an 
award and be recognized during a City 
Council meeting this fall.

Thank you for helping Keep 
Lakewood Beautiful to properly honor 
this city of beautiful homes!
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LAKEWOOD OBSERVER

 Small Medium Large Party Tray
 6 cut 9” 8 cut 12” 12 cut 16” Half Sheet
Plain $8.25 $9.75 $13.25 $14.25
1 Item $9.00 $10.75 $14.50 $16.00
2 Items $9.75 $11.75  $15.75 $17.75
3 Items $10.50 $12.75  $17.00 $19.50
4 Items $11.25 $13.75  $18.25 $21.25
Deluxe $12.00 $14.75  $19.50 $25.00
Extra Items $ .75 $1.00 $1.25 $1.75
Chicken $2.25 $2.75 $3.75 $4.75
Extra Cheese & 
   Special Toppings $1.75 $2.25 $3.25 $4.25

PIZZA

AVAILABLE TOPPINGS:                                           Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onion, Green Peppers, 
Red Peppers, Anchovies, Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black Olives, Hot Peppers, 
Ground Meat, Pineapple, Jalapeño Peppers 
                                      Artichoke Hearts, Tomato, Broccoli, Chicken

Since 1990  ·  32 Years in Business!
Now Serving 4 Locations!

Lakewood, Cleveland, Akron, 
and ParmaOPEN:

Monday - Thursday
4pm - 3am

Delivery till 3am

Friday -Saturday
 4pm - 3:30

Delivery till 3:15

Sunday 
2pm - 1am

Delivery till 1am
17615 Detroit Avenue   ·   216-228-2900  nunziospizza.net

SPECIAL TOPPINGS:

Michael A. Bentley 
Vice President, Investments

440.801.1629
Michael.Bentley@RaymondJames.com

JohnsonBentley.com
159 Crocker Park Blvd., Suite 390

Westlake, OH 44145
 

We are here for all
your financial

planning & wealth 
 management needs

Financial Planning
Investment Strategy
Retirement Planning
Portfolio Management
Alternative Investments
Educational Planning
Estate and Trust Services
Longevity Planning
Corporate Retirement
Plan ConsultingRaymond James & Associates, Inc Member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

Lakewood’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

by Kirsten Bull
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer 

District monitors beach water qual-
ity at several Lake Erie Beaches to 
help beachgoers know what to expect 
when they visit Edgewater and Villa 
Angela beaches.

Based on morning predictions 
observed at the beach and Northeast 
Ohio Regional Sewer District data 
collection, the Great Lakes Nowcast 
system predicts beach water quality.

These predictions account for 
recent weather patterns, rainfall, 
wind direction, and other factors, 
that can affect bacteria levels in rec-
reational beach water. Bacteria levels 
can also be affected by nature. Large 

Where To Learn About Water Quality This Beach Season
concentrations of gulls and other 
shorebirds means larger concen-
trations of bird poop at the beach. 
Dog waste in areas near our shores 
is another contributor of bacteria, 
which is why it is important to Pick 
Up Poop.

Advisories related to recreation 
may or may not be related to water 
quality. Factors beyond water quality 
such as wave conditions, rip currents, 
debris, or other issues can also affect 
beach recreation.

Combined Sewer Overf lows 
(CSOs) can affect water quality. 
When heavy rains produce large vol-
umes of surface runoff, combined 
sewers may not be able to handle the 
increase. For this reason, rather than 
having sewage back up into homes or 
treatment plants, relief points were 
designed in the system to release the 
combined f low to the environment. 
Those points are called Combined 
Sewer Overf lows (CSOs).

Project Clean Lake is NEORSD’s 
25-year program that will reduce 
pollution in Lake Erie by 4 billion 
gallons per year. Work completed for 
Project Clean Lake has already led to 
the elimination of 1.7 billion gallons 
of overf low from discharging into 
the environment annually.

There are several ways to access 
water quality information. You may 
notice signage on the beach related 
to water quality. A green sign indi-
cates good water quality, and a red 

sign indicates poor water quality. You 
can visit our website at neorsd.org/
beaches for more information.  

Kirsten Bull is Communica-
tions Coordinator, Communications 
and Community Relations Depart-
ment for the Northeast Ohio Regional 
Sewer District.

Senior Discounts
(440) 887-9773 
mrgoodjoblandscaping.com

MGJ Landscaping
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BIKE LAKEWOOD

JUNE                                                                                                                                                 
ARIES: The lucky duo, Sun/Jupiter are in the same house again this month for 

all signs. The Ram has the rays beaming in your neighborhood, siblings, short visits 
& travel, go visit Dad.

TAURUS: June has the Bull bringing in plenty of greenbacks. Take Dad out to 
dinner, you can afford it. If he’s passed on, bring a six-pack & flowers to his grave.

GEMINI:  The Twins, it’s all about you, for quite some time now. Jupiter just 
entered the sign of Gemini, & will hang out there until June 9th, 2025. Take advan-
tage of the next year, double your pleasure.

CANCER: Hey Crab, you’ve got a lot of action going on behind the scenes this 
month. Hold your cards close to your chest. Keep your eyes & ears open, & your 
lips zipped.

LEO:  The Lion/Lioness has no trouble finding friends to fill its Jungle. The 
Sun is shining on your house of friends, & acquaintances. Keep the party going, & 
get out there & network.

VIRGO:  If you’ve been thinking about changing jobs, getting a promotion, or 
looking for a job, this is the month to hit the pavement. Don’t just sit there think-
ing about it, just do it.

LIBRA:  It’s been a while since you’ve traveled abroad, take that trip you’ve 
only dreamt about, & make it happen. He who hesitates is lost. Can you taste the 
pasta & gelato?

SCORPIO: June is right up the Scorpion’s alley. It’s time to put on your Sher-
lock Holmes hat, grab the magnifying glass, come out of your cave and figure out 
the mystery.

SAGITTARIUS:  The Centaur’s bow & arrow is pointing straight at Cupid’s 
heart. It’s all about relationships this month. Enjoy the adventure, dream big, & 
shoot for the Moon.

CAPRICORN:  Looks like the Goat’s daily routine & health is top-notch. 
Keep up the good work, you may even turn a few heads. Climb that mountain, 
with perseverance.

AQUARIUS:  Romance, creativity, & children are the theme for June for our 
eccentric, innovative Aquarian. Have fun, invent, play games, & conjure something 
up for Dad.

PISCES:  The Fish is hanging around the homestead waters this June, invite Dad. 
That’s where the action is, there’s no place like home, take a hint from Dorothy.

Eva Starr, the local astrologer, has been studying the moon & stars since she could 
read. You can reach Starr at evastarr@evastarr.com and her website evastarr.com

by Kenneth Knabe
I’ve been a proud Lakewood busi-

ness owner for years and a homeowner 
here since 2017. As such it’s great to 
see Bike Lakewood – a resident-led 
advocacy group and chapter of Bike 
Cleveland - increasing its activities in 
recent months!

Lakewood currently has the 
highest marks in Ohio from Walk 
Score, a company that helps people 
find walk/bike/transit-friendly areas. 
(Bike Scores are determined by bike 
lanes, hills, destinations/road con-
nectivity, and bike commuting/mode 
share.) Currently Bike Lakewood is 
spotlighting the City of Lakewood’s 
Bunts Road rehabilitation project. 
Starting in 2026, Phase One will 
cover Lakewood Heights Boulevard 
to Franklin Boulevard and in 2027, 

Lakewood Cycling News

Phase Two will encompass Franklin 
to Clifton Boulevard.

The improvements will benefit 

ALL road users: motorists, cyclists, 
micro-mobility device users, and 
pedestrians. Everything from surface 
drainage to pavement, curbs, and 
sidewalks to long pedestrian crossing 
distances to streetlights to updating 
signage to Clean Water Lakewood to 
sewer improvement to bicycle lanes 
will be addressed. Southbound traf-
fic will be maintained, northbound 
traffic will detour to Warren Road. 
A small price to pay for such a huge 
list of safety improvements in our 
community!

PLEASE NOTE: Bike Lakewood 
supports Alternative 1, which will get 
us a 10-foot-wide separated shared use 
path (reducing accidents/injuries) and 
curb bump outs for greater connectiv-
ity and safety for all. More trees, less 
impact on traffic and the environment, 
plus Active Transportation Plan (ATP) 
and Safe Streets for All (SS4A) progress. 
Alternative 2 would mean on-street bike 

lanes on both sides of Bunts Road.
The City welcomes public com-

ments no later than June 9, 2024 on the 
project website. Here’s where you can 
weigh in on the future of bike safety in 
Lakewood:

w w w.lak e woodoh .gov / bunts-
rehab

Local business SHOUTOUT: Bike 
shop Beat Cycles recently hosted its 
first 2024 Kidical Mass (a play on Criti-
cal Mass) ride for families on May 26. 
They had 60 people participate with 
more than 30 of them kids! After 
buzzing around Birdtown, the rid-
ers enjoyed story time with Emily and 
everyone’s favorite treat – doughnuts.

With many thanks to Bike 
Lakewood, our local businesses, 
and the City for all they do to make 
Lakewood an amazing place to live, 
work, and play.

Enjoy your summer by riding 
safely and legally!

Plaster Repair
Wall to Wall TransformationsWall to Wall Transformations

Specializing in:
Plaster and lathe

Restoration
Decorative Finishes, 

including American Clay

216-255-8529
fully insured, free estimates

Plaster Repair

Kenneth Knabe
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COVE COMMUNITY CENTER

by Nancy Feighan
William “Pete” Jennings

In August, William "Pete" Jen-
nings celebrates three years as a bus 
driver for the Division of Aging. After 
retiring from 31 years of driving stu-
dents for the Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District, he took a break before 
discovering the opportunity to be a 
bus driver for the City. Pete enjoys 

by Nancy Feighan
On Wednesday, May 29th, we had a 

great “meet and greet” for the nighttime 
bocce league. Players gathered to see the 
court and lawn, watch live demos on 
how to play bocce ball, and check out 
the competition before the action kicks 
off officially on Wednesday, June 5th.

Got some free time on any of the 
next eight Wednesdays between 5:30 

Bocce! Bocce! At Cove
and 8:45 PM? Drop by Cove (12525 
Lake Avenue) to say hi and cheer on 
these teams: Sunset Spockers, The Rat 
Pack, Ball Me Maybe, Joanie Loves 
Bocce, Irish Rovers, Fun-tastic Four, 
Rolling Rockers, Resilience, Bo-cheese 
Quesadillas, Jolly Ballers, The Mis-
fits, Hot Shots, Khal’s Krew, The Bocce 
bHallers, Rookie Rollers, and We Speak 
Bocce. We hope to see you there!

Meet Me At Cove

Coordinator at Clear Vista Geriatric 
Behavioral Health Unit and as the 
Center Director of the Lakeshore Rose 
Center for Aging Well. Kim is also a 
dedicated volunteer, notably at GiGi's 
Playhouse and the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Developmental Disabilities.

Melissa Federman, HLF’s Board 
Secretary and Chair of the Governance 

helping people get around and spend-
ing time with seniors. He's known for 
his involvement in growing the unof-
ficial tabletop bowling league at Cove, 
increasing its membership from 8 to 
20. Outside of work, he takes care of his 
90-year-old father, "Pops," and enjoys 
quiet moments with his girlfriend and 
their furry children: Charlie, the choc-
olate lab, and Beep, the cat.

Healthy Lakewood 
Foundation Appoints 
New Board Member

Committee, notes, “Kim is an enthusi-
astic Lakewood resident who is eager 
to contribute to the Healthy Lakewood 
Foundation's mission. She brings expe-
rience as a recreation therapist in both 
non-profit and health care settings, in 
building community partnerships, and 
a dedication to equity and inclusion. 
Kim’s experience makes her a valuable 
asset to the foundation's board.” Join 
us in welcoming Kim to HLF’s board!

continued from page 1

Lakewood’s
Best Patio

To Party On!

Book your 
fundraisers and 

special  events
With Us!

Wednesday is $2 Taco Night
Mondays - BOGO - Black Angus Burgers
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The Back Page

16506 Detroit Rd.   Lakewood, OH 44107

Are you facing a legal problem that impacts
Health? Housing? Family? Money? Employment?

Contact Legal Aid!
Browse legal information or apply for help 24/7 online: www.lasclev.org
Or, call 888.817.3777 during most business hours.

Legal Aid thanks the  
Healthy Lakewood Foundation 

for its outreach support!

13362 Madison Ave.
 Lakewood, Ohio • (216) 226-8828

Kitchen Hours
Monday – Thursday – 4PM–10pm

Friday – 4PM–10pm
Saturday – 12pm–10pm

Sunday – 12pM–9PM
Bar is open later…

Happy Hour Monday – Friday 4 pm – 6 pmHappy Hour Monday – Friday 4 pm – 6 pm

#1
BBQIn Northern Ohio20212022Scene Magazine

woodstocksmokejoint.com


