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by Christine Gordillo
May in a school district is 

full of end-of-year awards and 
recognitions. On May 1, the 
Lakewood Council of PTAs 
handed out its annual awards 
including scholarships for 
five deserving seniors, Help-
ing Hands and the “T” in PTA 
Award for the District's educa-
tor of the year, Lakewood High's 
Chuck Greanoff (Dr. G).

Dr. G was nominated 
for the many ways he sup-
ports Lakewood Schools and 
Lakewood students, from his 
engaging classrooms where he 
shares his passion for history 
to his constant attendance at 
students' sports, theater and 
music performances, and so 
much more.

The PTA Council also 
honored the overall success of 
five seniors. Earning $1,000 
scholarships each this year were 
Reagan Bratko, Turner Gillil-
and, Edward Horton, Amalija 
Marich and Evan Miller.

The Helping Hand award 
goes to a staff member(s) in 
the school buildings other 
than a teacher who goes above 
and beyond in helping stu-
dents and staff. This year, 
Civic Manager Corey Farr 
and Assistant Manager Gib-
son Burns were co-recipients 
of the award for their tireless 
work ensuring that the many 

from Mayor George
The City of Lakewood 

recently completed our bond 
rating process with Moody’s 
Investors Service, and I am 
pleased to share that Lakewood 
was able to achieve a Moody’s 
Aa2 rating, which is an excel-
lent credit opinion for our city. 
Maintaining this desirable 
bond rating is highly beneficial 

City Of Lakewood Achieves 
Moody's Aa2 Bond Rating

for our residents by allowing 
the City to pay lower interest 
when we must borrow funds for 
high priority capital projects.

My staff understands 
and appreciates your support 
of ongoing capital projects 
through your property taxes, 
and having low interest costs 
are a critical factor in avoid-

PTA Awards Include Dr. G. 
As Educator Of The Year

Dr. Chuck Greanoff with PTA Council member Beth McAlvey.

performances at the Civic are 
successfully executed and that 
behind-the-scenes production 
best highlights the performers.

Congratulations to all the 

award recipients and to the 
new slate of officers who will 
lead the Council of PTAs in the 
2024-2025 school year.

by Christine Gordillo
We caught up with some 

Horace Mann families as they 
participated in the pilot Hike 
& Bike to School initiative! 
Partnering with the City of 
Lakewood, Ohio - Municipal 
Government, Bike Lakewood 

Hike/Bike To School Initiative Promotes

Safe Routes For Students

and our school PTAs, this 
initiative aims to promote 
safe routes to school for our 
students while encouraging 
healthy habits that also are 
good for the environment. 
Grant and Roosevelt are giving 
it a go as well!

by Jim O'Bryan
Two rare amazing celes-

tial events occuring a month 
apart, sparked magical human 
results which can give us all 
hope. Could it be a sign? Only 
if we truly understand what 
happened to all of us.

On May 10th Deb and I 
went out to view the Aurora 
Borealis, aka the Northern 
Lights. Rarely do Lakewood-
ites get a glimpse of the 
dancing light show normally 
viewed in the upper latitudes. 
Without having to go to Alaska 
or Iceland, we might have the 
opportunity to experience a 

Once Again, The Sun 
Brings Us Back To Earth

Level 5 extreme geomagnetic 
storm taking place. This his-
toric show unleashed by some 
of the strongest solar flares ever 
witnessed was supposed to be 
at its best, 10pm - 2am May 
10/11. Claims that the Aurora 
Borealis would be seen all over 
the Northern Hemisphere, if 
skies were clear, made it  pretty 
exciting.

Similar to the Total Solar 
Eclipse on April 8th, the ques-
tion of where we should go to see 
the view was paramount. One of 
the dark sky parks? East or West 
of the City? Wanting dark skies 

continued on page 3

Taken at 1am on Westwood Avenue in Lakewood. Along with 
many areas in North America, in Lakewood, you could just walk 
out your front door to share the experience.

continued on page 10

Mary Warren Scholarships Announced

Left to right: School Board Legend Linda Beebe, League of Women Voters Grand Lady, and seed 
for these scholarships, Mary Warren, and their younger understudy, Ward 2 Councilperson Cindy 
Strebig, all got together with other members of the Lakewood League of Women Voters to honor Linda, 
and to announce this year’s winners of the Mary Warren Scholarship. More in upcoming issues.
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Isn’t it time you joined this effort to report community news while preserving our history?

Summer is always a wonderful and 
active time in our beautiful city. This 
year should be no different, as we expect 
another summer full of activities, 
events, and recreation opportunities 
throughout Lakewood.

The season kicks off on Satur-
day, June 1st with our annual Meet the 
Trucks event at Lakewood Park. Spon-
sored by the Lakewood Early Childhood 
PTA, this event always provides young-
sters and their families with the chance 
for up-close views and interactions with 
Lakewood’s police, fire, construction, 
and maintenance vehicles. The day also 
features the chance to grab a bite from 
food vendors and other activities from 
local organizations.

As the heat starts to simmer, Lake-
wood’s two outdoor pools – Foster at 
Lakewood Park and Becks at Madison 
Park – will once again be open to help 

Fun In The Sun
Community Center. One of my favor-
ites is the weekly outdoor bocce ball 
games happening from June through 
August on Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
If you’re interested, call 216-529-5061 
for details.

Other outdoor fun includes the 
Front Porch Concert Series from 
LakewoodAlive held weekly outside 
Lakewood Public Library, with two 
final concerts at Madison Park Pavilion. 
Lakewood Summer Meltdown will be 
held again in downtown Lakewood on 
Saturday, July 20th beginning at 4pm. 
The 47th annual Lakewood Arts Festi-
val is also set for downtown Lakewood 
on August 3, 2024 from 10am to 6pm.

With so much going on, it can be 
hard to choose where to spend your 
summer days in Lakewood. Wherever 
the season takes you, I hope to see you 
out and about enjoying all our wonder-
ful city has to offer in the sun.

events in the park will be our Fourth of 
July events, including the parade, and 
fireworks display. (Work on the park-
ing lot at Lakewood Park is expected to 
wrap up soon and in time for our busi-
est season. The project provides more 
capacity for park users and other safety 
and environmental benefits without 
reducing greenspace in the park).

The Department of Human Ser-
vices continues to sponsor fun and 
welcoming activities this summer for 
seniors, youth, and families at Cove 

everyone stay cool and active. Last year 
was the first for the revitalized Fos-
ter Pool, and we saw record numbers 
of Lakewood residents take advantage 
of the upgrades to this beloved recre-
ational asset.

The City will also continue to 
program and activate Lakewood Park 
with our popular Concerts in the Park 
and Friday Night Flicks events and our 
Summer Solstice Celebration on June 
21st. Of course, the pinnacle of our 

by Meghan George
Mayor/Safety Director, City of Lakewood

	 Upcoming Submission Deadline	 Publish Date
	 Friday, May 31, 2024	 Wednesday, June 5, 2024
	 Friday, June 14, 2024	 Wednesday, June 19, 2024

ph
oto

 by
 Ja

co
b C

ha
bo

ws
ki



May 22, 2024	 The Lakewood Observer Volume 20, Issue 10	 Page 3

	 Celebrating Over 19 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com	

LAKEWOOD OBSERVER

Bay Village | Fairview Park | Lakewood | Middleburg Heights | North Olmsted | North Ridgeville 

All six O'Neill Healthcare campuses 
are rated 5-stars!  

We've been rated the best by the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services 

The Five Star Quality Rating System is based on ratings 
in three areas: health inspection results, staffing data, 

and quality measure data. Very few facilities achieve this 
5-star rating in each state. Our success is a direct result 

of our respectful concern for each resident and from 
providing world class health care services. 

(440) 808-5500 | ONeillHC.com

to the North, we left fashionably late a 
little after 10 pm. Deb and I packed the 
car and headed down to Lakewood Park, 
one of the local viewing areas on the lake. 
Unfortunately, the police had already 
closed the parking lot, and people were 
walking in from blocks around, parking 
spaces nearby were not available, a lot 
like the 4th of July.

We decided to head west, even 
though a long drive east would poten-
tially net a darker sky. As we went 
through Rocky River, every access 
point to the lake was packed, with more 
coming. Bay Village was nuts, packed 
with illegal double parking everywhere 
near the parks. It was tempting, but not 
wanting to get blocked in, we contin-
ued on. We weren't seeing anything in 
the sky as we drove. Avon Lake, packed. 
Sheffield, was packed! It was closing in 
on 11pm, and we had not found the 
solitude we so desperately were look-
ing for. However from the car, there 
was no sign it was happening. Was this 
just another wild goose chase that the 
local meteorologists had us on? Meteor 
showers come to mind.

Pulling into a local convenience 
store to think this through, we looked 
up, and even in this parking lot it was 
obvious, it was going on all around us. 
Not bright...but you could make out 
dark burgundy stripes across the dark 
sky. We went back to the last park we 
passed in Lorain, pulled in and found 
a parking spot as someone was leav-
ing. I got out my camera, and realized 
immediately the battery was dead! 
DAMN. Seriously, and without a spare. 
Wouldn't be the first time. So, we 
resolved to just enjoy the show and not 
get caught up in photography.

We walked down to the lake. 

Once Again, The Sun Brings Us Back To Earth
Hundreds of people were lining the 
fences, the docks, the piers, all staring 
out at the northern sky. Looking out, 
I have to admit it was not what I was 
hoping for. You could make out some 
green blurs and purples, but it wasn't 
like photos I've seen of the Northern 
Lights, but, hey it's Ohio, good enough, 
right? Still I saw the rectangle lights all 
over the park, indicating that phone/
cameras were up, and taking photos. 
So Deb and I picked up our phones 
and pointed them to the sky, and my 
mouth fell open.

What were light fuzzy patches with 
hints of reds, and greens to the naked 
eye became more vibrant through the 
phone camera. Instantly the Aurora 
Borealis, was on full tilt boogie. Well, at 
least for the latitude that we're at. Soak-
ing it in, we started to walk around.

Then it hit me, just as it hit me a 
month ago during the eclipse. Every-
one was talking, laughing, and sharing 
the experience. Groups of people tak-
ing each other’s phones to take photos 
of the other people or groups, in an act 
of love, respect and camaraderie. Sadly, 
something that nowadays only seems 
to happen during major jaw dropping 
celestial events.

This is what made it even more spe-
cial. That everyone, or nearly everyone 
had a chance to see it, enjoy it and take 
a photo or two. As people would walk 
in and look up, you could see a small 
level of disappointment on their faces, 
just like us earlier that evening. Deb 
couldn’t help but overhear an 80-year-
old who had come down. She was 
unable to witness anything with her 
diminished eyesight and her frustration 
was felt. Deb knelt next to her as she sat 
on a bench and let her look through her 
phone camera, her eyes lit up, and she 
lost 70 years as the awe and beauty over-

came her. Her grandson came over and 
made sure his Nana was going to have 
photos and memories of the night.

Walking back to the car after mid-
night, we experienced the complete 
chaos of the parking lot. For every car 
leaving it seemed two more were arriv-
ing. People parking everywhere. But at 
the same time, there was a calmness 
about all of it. A calm chaos? Yes. No 
horns, no yelling, no rage. Every vehicle 
and person, being mindful of the other, 
watching out for each other and their 
children. A beautiful display of human-
ity. For the first time in a long time life 
felt normal, and very much like a com-
munity. It was odd for this day and age.

On the way home, we reflected on 
the Lights of Love, and how cool and 
overwhelming it all was. Another cos-
mic event, brought on by our favorite 
star, the sun, had made us all feel small 
and close to one another once again. 
We were grateful for the experience. It 
was during the solar eclipse that I first 

noticed this calmness with large shared 
experiences. Our front yard filled with 
people, some I had never met, to view 
the total eclipse. Neighbors, dog walk-
ers, police, firemen, and total strangers 
stopped, looked up, and took it all in.  
So many conversations about what 
we had just seen and shared. It gave 
me hope. It gave Deb hope. Hope that 
mutual love and understanding is pos-
sible and can and does happen between 
humans on our little blue planet. 

If you want to see more photos of 
the Northern Lights, follow the QR 
Code below.

continued from page 1
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LAKEWOOD SCHOOLS OBSERVED

by Trish Hendy

The Good: 
There is one term that you will 

hear at every board meeting. “Adjourn-
ment to go to Executive Session.” 
Sometimes the session is held before 
the meeting so the president will say 
that they are returning from Executive 
Session. Board Policy 0166 explains 
how the Board can enter into an execu-
tive session. “The Board, as well as its 
designees, committees, and sub-com-
mittees, may hold an executive session 
only after a majority of a quorum of the 
Board (or its designees, committees, or 
sub-committees as applicable) deter-
mines, by a roll call vote, to hold an 
executive session and only at a regular 
or special meeting for the sole purpose 
of the consideration of any of the mat-
ters set forth in R.C. 121.22(G).” "If a 
public body holds an executive session 
to consider any of the matters listed in 
divisions (G)(2) to (8) of this section, 
the motion and vote to hold that exec-
utive session shall state which one or 
more of the approved matters listed in 
those divisions are to be considered at 
the executive session." (https://tinyurl.
com/4eknra7h) 

The article  “FIVE FACTS ON 
OHIO’S SUNSHINE LAW” gives us a 
good review if you don’t want to read 
all of R.C. 121.22G (.(https://tinyurl.
com/msuyvcmn)

Only certain matters may be dis-
cussed in executive session. A board 
may only discuss the following six top-
ics in executive session:

• the appointment, employment, 
dismissal, discipline, promotion, demo-
tion or compensation of an  employee or 
official, or the investigation of charges 
or complaints against an employee, 
official, licensee or student, unless the 
employee, official, licensee or student 
requests a public hearing;

• the purchase of property for pub-
lic purposes or the sale of property at 
competitive bidding;

• conferences with the board’s 
attorney to discuss matters which are 

the subject of pending or imminent 
court action;

• preparing for, conducting or 
reviewing negotiations or bargaining 
sessions with employees;

• matters required to be kept con-
fidential by federal law or rules or state 
statutes;

• specialized details of security 
arrangements.

Executive sessions are for the pur-
pose of deliberations only. No action 
may be taken during an executive ses-
sion.

Executive Sessions are all held in a 
cloak of silence. As a matter of fact, if 
someone reveals information they are 
violating rules. Why aren't residents, 
the voters, the public, allowed to know 
the thinking of the board on the delib-
erations held behind closed doors? 
It's understandable during negotia-
tions, but when the decisions have 
been made on the criteria and how the 
board is planning to vote--normally 5 
yays, no nays-- why are we, the public 
and voters, not permitted to have the 
information that would allow us to 
understand and maybe support these 
choices?

The Better: 
Graduation time for the class of 

2024: This group has seen Covid, the 
cancelation of school for weeks at a 
time, virtual learning, masks, social 
distancing, Homecoming, Prom, fire 
drills, class assemblies, loud pep ral-
lies and crowded hallways. Add active 
shooter training to all of that. All the 
best for what will be an amazing future 
for this class. The class of 2024 should 
all get the Resilient Rangers title, along 
with all the teaching and support 
staff who helped all of LCSD students 
through a historic time. The Lakewood 
community is the best of the best!

The What the Heck: 
Start with Policy #1200, Adminis-

trator Ethics.
The first line of the policy is: “The 

proper performance of school busi-
ness and administration of an effective 

educational program requires the ser-
vices of individuals of integrity, high 
ideals, and human understanding.” 
That sounds pretty good, but what is 
the path that the policy takes to help 
that statement happen? If you ever 
have contact with an administrator, 
keep that line in your mind during the 
encounter. I bet that 95% of the time 
the contact is extremely positive as the 
Lakewood City Schools has an amaz-
ing set of administrators. But then 
there is the other 5%. The administra-
tors on the front lines in each of our 
buildings are dedicated to the school 
community. There are a number of 
other administrators in the district 
that the chances of ever bumping into 
is slim. This group is housed in the 
board offices now called Taft Centre 
for Innovation. 

Continuing with the ethics pol-
icy:“...recognize basic dignities of all 
individuals with whom they interact 
in the performance of duties”, “exer-
cise due care to protect the mental and 
physical safety of students, colleagues, 
and subordinates”, “principle of due 
process and protecting the civil and 
human rights of all individuals...”

In addition, the Board believes that 
each administrator should maintain 
standards of exemplary professional 
conduct by “making the well-being of 
students the fundamental value of all 
decision making and actions”, “fulfill-
ing professional responsibilities with 
honesty and integrity”, “supporting 
the principle of due process and pro-
tecting the civil and human rights of 
all individuals..."

The policy also includes things 
like not taking bribes or gifts. Main-
taining credentials. Obeying laws.

What’s missing from the policy is 
who enforces the administrative eth-
ics. I asked this once and was told that 
the administration polices itself. Kind 
of like introducing the fox to the hen 
house with the key to the door. All of 
the above sounds so nice and makes 
everyone feel warm and fuzzy. 

But enforcement is difficult: 
How can you prove that an admin-

istrator didn’t honor your basic 
dignities or make the wellbeing of stu-
dents fundamental for decisions. Only 
administrators are in the room making 
those decisions. Should we all be more 
diligent in monitoring the administra-
tion based on 1200 and how can we do 
that? Transparency is not part of 1200. 
If a challenge to 1200 is made, it is the 
administration that will investigate it, 
which creates quite a bias. Can we ask 
for the records of all complaints about 
the administration and the outcomes? 
The answer is yes, do a public records 
search (will cover that next time). 
What would be the percentage of the 
administration taking responsibility  
for the complaint to rejecting what a 
member of the community is report-
ing? Again–- hard to prove.  What is 
the honesty and integrity scale and 
how can a case be made? 

Before I write this column I email 
the Superintendent… and tell her the 
topics I plan to cover. She has spent 
quite a bit of time with me so I can 
report things accurately. This column 
did not include any responses from the 
superintendent and I chalk that up to it 
being a very busy time of year for her.

Just a reminder. Board meetings 
are held on the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
of the month. You can live stream 
the meetings on Youtube by search-
ing “Brent Kallay.” This is also where 
you will find past meetings and many 
school activities.

Observations On The District: 

The Good, The Better And The What The Heck: Part 3

Order Online @ romanfountain.com

GIFT  CardsAVAILABLE!
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LAKEWOOD SPORTS

by Dr. Charles Greanoff
TRACK - 
DISTRICT Championship

 May 17
 The Lakewood Girls Track Team 

had one of their best district perfor-
mances this century, qualifying for 
the Regional in 7 events. The boys also 
competed well, with school record 
holder Charlie Payne winning the Dis-
trict Championship in the 1600.

Kaydence Doxley turned in a 
dominant performance--she is the 
2024 Amherst District Champion in 
the 200 and the Long Jump. She also 
anchored two second place relays--the 
4x200 (with sister Charieon, Sophia 
Eccher and McKenna Hunt) and the 
4x200 (with Charieon, McKenna and 
Aniya Johnson). Charieon also had an 
outstanding meet, placing second and 
third in the 100 and 300 hurdles respec-
tively. McKenna placed third in the 400.

It's on to the Port Clinton Regional 
for Kaydence, Charieon, Sophia, McK-
enna, Aniya and Charlie. Last year, 
Kaydence and Charlie qualified for 
the State Meet, and Rangers have high 
hopes to add to that this season.

Kudos to all the coaches and ath-
letes who endure the aches and pains, 
the long nights, and the unpredict-
able and often miserable spring sport 
weather (Same to the parents!). We 
have a good thin going in 44107. Long 
Live Lakewood.
SOFTBALL

May 15
Rangers vs Brookside

 Senior Mia Carroll-Greeves signed 
off her Lakewood Rangers career 
amidst cheers and tears in great style 
today, blasting a grand slam and hurl-
ing a 3-hit, 14 strikeout complete game 
shutout win over Brookside. The cheers 
celebrated one the best games of a stel-
lar 4 year varsity career which features 
many school records. The tears were 
for the teammate, daughter, friend 
and mentor to younger players that 
has led through example and engage-
ment--tears for a player who has fully 
embraced the "Mudita" ethic which cel-
ebrates the success of others.

Everything was fitting today, an 
unscripted game that came together 
like a novel. Sister Gaby Carroll-Greeves 
drove in the first run with a triple, scor-
ing a hustling at Madison Comer. Gaby 
also fielded the last out at second in the 
7th. The shutout was saved in the 5th 
when freshman Carys Crone made a 
running, lunging catch in right and fired 
a strike to catcher Emily Gillick--who 
played a fine game behind the plate--to 
double up the runner. The whole team 
erupted in joy, mobbing Carys as she 
came off the field. Everyone was happy 
for Carys and wanted Mia to get the 
shutout. Mudita.

Mia's fellow seniors Emily Potoc-
zak, who was Mia's tee ball teammate, 
and Maddy Magda were also, fittingly, 
instrumental in today's game. Maddy 

knocked in the second run and Emily, 
as has been the case all year, was rock 
solid at shortstop.

So, today proved once again that 
sadness and happiness need not always 
be opposites. The tears that flowed at 
the North Lot at 6:58 tonight emerged 
from multiple sentiments--the final-
ity of three outstanding high school 
careers, gratitude for these students 
and their contributions, missing them 
already, and of course high hopes for 
their futures. Kudos to Coach Lucas 
Yousco and his staff for building a pro-
gram grounded in hard work and a 
team first attitude. Long Live Ranger 
Softball, and Long Live Lakewood.
BASEBALL

May 14
Rangers vs North Ridgeville

The now 19-4 Lakewood Rang-
ers used their familiar formula-strong 
pitching, solid defense and timely 
hitting--to defeat North Ridgeville 
2-1 today at Lakewood Stadium. 19-4 
means a GLC-East Championship (11-2 
GLC record), solid play in all phases, 
and contributions from many play-
ers. North Ridgevllle finished second 
in the rugged SWC--another qual-
ity win for the Rangers.   Senior Drew 
Jablonoswski pitched three scoreless 
innings for the win, which was saved by 
freshman Riley Verderber. (The Rang-
ers have a blend of older and younger 
players.) Starter Leo Soneson gave 
Lakewood 2 and 2/3 scoreless innings 
and sophomore Nick Hart pitched 
1 1/3 allowing one run. The Ranger 
runs were knocked in by Nick Hart, 
who doubled in sophomore Cooper 
Russell (3 hits) and Logan Ellis on a 
fielder choice. Brady Long turned in a 
strong game at second, as did Keegan 
Schroder in center and Nick Hart at 
first.   After a 1st round bye, Lakewood 
hosts traditional powerhouse St Igna-
tius Thursday at 6 pm. The Lakewood 
Rangers are one team, from one town 
that never quits. Long Live Lakewood.   
May 10   Rangers vs Shaker Heights   
On a perfect Senior Night spring eve-
ning for baseball at the best venue 
in Northeast Ohio, the Lakewood 
seniors--with a bit of help from their 
team mates--delivered an exciting 2-1 
victory over Shaker Heights. Senior 

Andrew Krankowski (more on him 
later) singled in the Rangers first run 
in the 4th, scoring Cooper Russell who 
had singled to start the rally.   Set up by 
sophomore Nick Hart's double, Senior 
Griffin Star drove in the 2nd run with 
a fielders choice, and also made several 
solid plays at 3rd. Senior Mikey Klasa 
started and gave the Rangers four 
scoreless innings, followed by a score-
less frame from Krankowski. "Krank" 
and catcher Leo Soneson made the play 
of the game in the 5th. With a runner 
on third, Krank turfed a pitch that hit 
the backstop and popped in the air. 
Leo scrambled back, grabbed the ball 

and backhand flipped it to Kank who, 
in a tangled pile at home plate, tagged 
out the runner.   Senior Rowan Brown 
started at second and made a nice play 
on a pop fly to start and a double play. 
Senior outfielder Keegan Schroeder 
executed a perfect bunt that resulted 
in a single and a great scoring oppor-
tunity that the Rangers couldn't quite 
cash in. Senior Drew Jablonowski was 
rock solid in center. Due to injury, 
senior and future Mount Union foot-
ball player Aidan Maxwell was unable 
to play, but as always he showed up 
for his teammates. Junior Logan Ellis 
pitched the final two innings allowing 
one run and recording a save. Sopho-
more Cooper Russell made numerous 
sparkling plays at short to help keep the 
Raiders from rallying. Although the 
game was terrific, it was the pregame 
that stole the show. As parents and sib-
lings joined their sons and brothers at 
home plate, the circle was closed. All 
the spirited play on the field--the line 
drive, the diving catches--would never 
happen without those parents that do 
so much when no one is looking.   Con-
gratulations to Coach Graves and the 
entire Lakewood Ranger Baseball fam-
ily, and thanks for a magical evening. 
Long Live Lakewood

Dr G's Ranger Roundup: 
Track, Softball And Baseball

The Lakewood Girls Track Team had one of their best district performances this 
century, qualifying for the Regional in 7 events.
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Lakewood Public Library Programs
by Lisa Calfee

Meet the Author - 
     “Broad Street Tully: A Rust Belt Trag-
edy” by David Higgs 

Wednesday, May 22, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Main Library Auditorium 

As a table games dealer and pit manager in casinos 
across the Midwest, David Higgs discovered a sickness 
he never knew existed: problem gambling. The experi-
ence inspired his debut novel. Books will be available 
for sale and signing. 

Literary Cleveland Presents - Write Now: 
Nonfiction Workshop with Christopher Johnston 

Saturdays: June 1, 8, 15 and 22, 2024 from 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  
Main Library Multipurpose Room  
Participants will generate new writing in this free four-week practical work-

shop designed to kick their writing into gear. Registration is required and begins on 
May 1, 2024. Visit us online at lakewoodpubliclibrary.org. 

Film - “Act of Violence” (1948, 82 minutes) 
Sunday, June 2, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium 
Former prisoner of war, Frank Enley (Van Heflin) is considered a hero in his 

California town. However, Frank aided his Nazi captors, a secret he guards closely. 
His past comes back to haunt him when fellow survivor Joe Parkson (Robert Ryan) 
emerges, intent on making him pay for his betrayal. As Joe closes in, Frank goes 
into hiding, abandoning his wife (Janet Leigh), who has no clue about Frank’s war-
time transgressions. 

Presentation- Cleveland’s Olympic History 
Wednesday, June 5, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium 
The Olympics are coming this summer! Come and learn about some of Northeast 

Ohio’s notable Olympians, some you may not be familiar with, and ones who aim to 
compete at this year’s Games in Paris. Presenter Jill Jaracz is the founder and co-host of 
Keep the Flame Alive, a podcast dedicated to the Olympics and Paralympics. 

The Knit & Lit Book Club: 
     “When Women Were Dragons” by Kelly Barnhill 

Tuesday, June 18, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Meeting Room. 

The Booked for Murder Book Club: 
“The Man Who Vanished and the Dog Who Waited” 
by Kate High 

Thursday, June 20,2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room. 

The perfect pair 
for your air.  

OH Lic #16431
Offer expires June 14, 2024.
*Rebate requires purchase of qualifying items between March 11, 2024 and June 14, 2024 from a participating Lennox® dealer. Contact your local participating Lennox® dealer for promotion details. Qualifying items must be installed by June 21, 2024. This offer applies to residential installations only. Rebate claims must be submitted (with proof of purchase) to www.
lennoxconsumerrebates.com no later than July 5, 2024 11:59:59 p.m. ET. Rebate is paid in the form of a Lennox Consumer Rebate Visa® Prepaid Card. Prepaid card is governed by the Cardholder Agreement, and some fees may apply. Please note that prepaid cards are subject to expiration, so pay close attention to the expiration date of the Card. The Lennox Consumer Rebate 
Visa Prepaid Card is issued by The Bancorp Bank, N.A., pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. The Card may be used everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. The Bancorp Bank, N.A.; Member FDIC. Conditions apply. See www.lennox.com/terms-and-conditions for complete terms and conditions. **Offer available March 11, 2024 to June 14, 2024. All applications are 
subject to credit review and approval. Not all applicants will qualify. Requires purchase of qualifying Lennox® system. No down payment required. If you qualify for this promotion (“Promotion”) and elect to participate, Finance Charges (interest) will not accrue for the first twelve months (Promotional Period), and you will not be required to make payments during the Promotional 
Period. If you pay the entire amount financed on or before the last day of the Promotional Period (Promotional Expiration Date), you will not have to pay any Finance Charges. However, if you qualify and elect to participate in the Promotion and do not pay the entire amount financed on or before the Promotion Expiration Date, you will be charged Finance Charges starting the first 
day after the Promotion Expiration Date at an annual percentage rate (APR) of 11.95%, and the balance will be payable in 120 scheduled monthly payments of $14.30 per $1,000 of the amount financed. No prepayment penalties. Minimum and maximum amount financed of $3,000 and $100,000, respectively. Late charges may apply. Complete terms and conditions and Truth 
in Lending disclosures will be set forth in the Retail Installment Contract which you should review carefully. ^Lennox Industries Inc. (“Lennox”)/dealer is not acting in the capacity of a legal or tax advisor and does not make any representation, warranty, guarantee or other assurance as to whether a particular matchup qualifies or is eligible for a tax credit or rebate. This document 
has been prepared for informational purposes only and is not intended to provide, and should not be relied on for, tax or legal advice. The IRS, DOE and state energy offices are responsible for the implementation and administration of tax credits/rebates. There are important requirements and limitations for the homeowner to qualify for tax credits/rebates. Moreover, the laws are 
subject to change. As a result, Lennox/dealer highly recommends that you consult with a tax advisor or attorney regarding your qualification for a tax credit/rebate in your particular circumstance and verify and review the applicable laws and regulations. Lennox/dealer expressly disclaims all liability for damages of any kind arising out of a homeowner’s claim for a tax credit/
rebate. ^^Savings vary based on local energy provider and where you live. Contact your local utility provider or ask your local Dealer for details.   
©2024 Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.
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slifehvac@sbcglobal.net

13729 Madison Avenue
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Receive up to $1,700 in 
rebates when you purchase the 

Ultimate Comfort System™*

OR Qualified buyers make no 
payments, incur no interest for 
12 months when financing a 

new Lennox® system**

PLUS, ask about local utility 
rebates that may be available^^

PLUS up to $2,600 in  
Federal Tax Credits^

Perfect Together-24Sp-4c-1a.indd   4 3/22/24   9:37 AM

Shop our aisles for FREE gently-used adult & children's 
clothing, shoes, household items, books, videos and more. 

New Center hours:  Tuesday mornings 10:30 am - Noon 
                                        Thursday evenings 5:00 pm – 6:30 pm 

 

Please bring own bags. 

1382 Arthur Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio 44107 
Behind Taco Bell.  Enter through school glass doors.  Ring doorbell. 

Lakewood Seventh-day Adventist 
Community Service Center 

 

https:// www.lakewoodsdachurch.org/ 

Children’s and Youth Services
by Jeffrey Siebert

Adventure Begins at Your Library 
For all children and youth from birth up to those entering twelfth grade. Read 

for fun and rewards. Participants will be entered into weekly drawings for prizes 
and gift cards. Readers can check online or in person. Finishers receive a certificate 
of completion and a new book to keep. Registration is required. 

Friday, May 10,2024 through Monday, August 12, 2024 at the Main Library 
and Madison Branch 

Adventure Begins at Your Library Scavenger Hunt 
For all ages. Children are invited to participate in the Summer Reading Club scav-

enger hunt by looking for pictures of road and traffic symbols they might find on their 
next adventure. The pictures are found throughout the Children’s and Youth Services 
area of the library. The hunt lasts all summer. When you finish, turn in your scavenger 
hunt sheet to be entered in a drawing for a prize. No registration is required.  

Friday, May 10, 2024 through Monday, August 12, 2024 at the Main Library 
and Madison Branch 

Family Weekend Wonders 
Looking for weekend entertainment for the whole family? Look no further! 

Drop in to the Library’s special weekend story time. Your whole family will enjoy 
these programs full of enthusiastic stories, engaging activities, entertaining music 
and clever crafts. Family Weekend Wonders Drop-In Story Time is offered every 
weekend throughout the year and features a different theme each week to keep 
things engaging. No registration is required. 

Main Library- Fridays and Saturdays at 10:30 a.m.  
Madison Branch- Fridays at 10:30 a.m.  

To sign up for any program, register online at lakewoodpubliclibrary.org/youth 
or call (216) 226-8275, ext. 140. 
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by Robert Toth and
     Kenneth Knabe

Last week we got a series of ques-
tions on bike laws, rules and preferred 
behavior from reader Robert Toth. We 
took those questions to Lakewood’s 
Bike and Bike Law Authority Attorney 
Kenneth Knabe. Here are the questions 
and answers.
QUESTION:

School's letting out for the Sum-
mer, as are many bicycles, scooters and 
baby strollers on the sidewalks.

With a large elderly population, 
among others using the sidewalks, can 
you please print City of Lakewood's 
"Rules of the Road" ?
ANSWER:

FROM CITY OF LAKEWOOD’S 
WEBSITE:

Lakewood Bicycle Laws 101
Every person riding a bicycle upon 

a street shall follow all laws applicable 
to the driver of a vehicle.

Every person riding a bicycle upon 

by Cindy Dugan
Are you a member of a group of 

low-income people who are looking for 
money to help support a project that will 
improve your lives and your community? 

Get more information and sign up 
at: preswesres.org/sdop or by calling 
Josh at 216-273-6881. The application 
is online. You don’t have to be Pres-
byterian or affiliated with any church 
to qualify.  The link to the application 
is:  https://www.presbyterianmission.
org/ministries/sdop/for-synods-and-
presbyteries/#tab-1 

An info session & action clinic to 
support you and your application will 
be held Saturday, June 15th & will begin 
at 10am. We’ll plan to be there from 
10-12 noon. The meeting will be at the  
Hough branch of the Cleveland Public 

Bike Safety For All

a sidewalk shall be granted all of the 
rights and duties applicable to a pedes-
trian.

No person shall operate a bicycle 
on a sidewalk at a speed greater than an 
ordinary walk.

Cyclists yield the right of way to 
any pedestrian and shall give audible 
signal before passing.

Persons riding bicycles upon a 

roadway shall ride not more than two 
abreast in a single lane.

Every bicycle from sunset to sun-
rise shall be equipped with:

A white flashing or steady light 
mounted on the front of the bicycle.

A red flashing light and a red 
reflector on the rear of the bicycle.

Every bicycle shall be equipped 
with an adequate brake when used on 
a street.

Whenever any minor under the age 
of eighteen years operates a bicycle or 
motorized bicycle in violation, the bicy-
cle may be seized by any member of the 
Police Department and impounded.

No person under the age of eigh-
teen shall operate a bicycle within the 
City unless the person is wearing a pro-
tective helmet on their head, with the 
chin strap fastened under the chin.
QUESTION:

How does a rider make the pedes-
trian aware they're approaching? A 
whistle? A "coming up on your right/
left"? A bell? If available, how do bicycle 
riders use the designated bicycle lane?
ANSWER:

Pedestrians in Lakewood using the 
sidewalks always have the right of way 
over cyclists! Scooters should not even 
be on the sidewalk. 

Cyclists passing pedestrians on the 
sidewalk are required to give a signal be 
it verbal or a bell. Whistles and sirens 
are prohibited in Lakewood and in the 
entire state of Ohio!

A cyclist can ride on the sidewalk 
unless it’s “congested” with pedestrian 
traffic. If congested, the cyclist has to 
walk the bike on the sidewalk.

The bike lanes are available for 
cyclists to ride their bikes but cyclists 
have to follow the flow and rules of 
traffic. I see many cyclists riding the 
wrong way in the bike lane!

Finally, from sundown to sunrise, 
cyclists must have an activated white 
front light and an activated red rear 
light. You must only have white lights 
in the front of your bike and red lights 
in the rear. For instance, if you had 
lights on your helmet, the front should 
be white and the rear should be red.

Enjoy your summer by riding 
safely and legally.

Ken Knabe is an avid cyclist and 
Bike Injury & Safety Attorney. His 
office is on Madison Avenue right here 
in Lakewood. Ken supports many 
local bike clubs and organizations and 
received Bike Cleveland’s Guardian of 
Sustainable Transportation Award for 
his work promoting biking to work and 
schools. He is the author of two books 
on cycling and Ohio law, and is always 
open to questions from the community 
in which he lives and works.  He is on the 
Boards of the Ohio to Erie Trail, and the 
Columbus based Ohio Bike Federation. 
He also co- publishes “Bikes and the 
Law” on the Bike Cleveland’s website.

         

Are You Part Of A Group Working To 
Improve Your Lives And Your Community?

Library in Community Space 1, 6530 
Lexington Avenue in Cleveland OH.

Get an explanation of the grant 
process and pick up materials to help 
you get started writing your grant. The 
action clinic provides time to help you 
with your grant application. This grant 
is different from many because YOU 
and your team of at least 5 people need 
to benefit from your project.

The grant application deadline is 
Sunday, September 8th, so you have 
plenty of time to complete the applica-
tion. Feel free to call me if you have any 
questions.

Cindy Dugan 815-758-1563 or 
dugancindy@hotmail.com, Self Devel-
opment of People committee member.

Cindy Dugan is a member of 
Lakewood Presbyterian Church. 
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TROY BRATZ
Real Estate Agent
Residential / Commercial

Your Local Real Estate Expert

@TroyBratzKW

216.702.2196      TroyBratz@KW.com

SELL now for top dollar
BUY for your future
INVEST in the community

LAKEWOOD CARES

College Club West Scholarships
Cheryl Bendik

College Club West would like to 
announce the recipients of our 2024-
25 scholarships. The scholarships will 
be applied toward the tuition of the 
following students: Hillary Leonard, 
Stephanie Sugaski, Mary Beth Kiss, 
Tabitha Stallings and Monica Starks. 

by Lynn Donaldson
On April 22, the Rotary Club of 

Lakewood and Rocky River hosted the 
26th annual West Shore Career-Techni-
cal District Outstanding Student Awards 
at its weekly luncheon, at which 16 recip-
ients were honored for their dedication, 
leadership, and accomplishments in 
their career-technical programs. 

Each award recipient is auto-
matically nominated for the 
“Career-Technical Student of the Year” 
award, which will be announced later 
in the school year at the annual Career 
Passport Assembly.

The 2023-24 Outstanding Stu-

West Shore Career-Technical District Outstanding Student Award recipients honored by the Rotary Club of Lakewood and Rocky River on April 22 were joined by admin- 
istrators (from left) Robert Hoon, director secondary education, Bay Village City Schools; Rob Woods, principal, Westlake High School; Ramsey Inman, assistant principal, 
Bay High School; Dr. Christine Palumbo, assistant superintendent, Lakewood City Schools; Maggie Niedzwiecki, superintendent, Lakewood City Schools; and Mrs. Joy 
Morgan, principal, Lakewood High School.

Rotary Honors Outstanding West Shore Career-Tech Students
dent Award recipients are: Katherine 
Anderson, community based training, 
O'Neill Health Center; Caroline Baas, 
health careers; Reagan Bratko, media 
art and design; Rowan Brown, Project 
Lead the Way; Eric Bumm, electronic 
engineering technology; Kaileigh 
Burton, culinary arts; John Chase, 
community based program, Gordon 
Food Service;

Matthew Dilellio, community 
based program, Wyndham Cleveland 
Airport; Dominic Dupay, construc-
tion trades; Jana Evans, theatre arts; 
Arlinda Ismaili, business management; 
Alexa Masten, medical office manage-

ment; Rita Moran, sports and exercise 
science; Charlie Quinn, networking 
with cybersecurity; Tristen Sabo, auto 
technology; and Shen Da Say, early 
childhood education.

West Shore Career-Technical 

District encompasses Bay Village, 
Lakewood, Rocky River, and West-
lake. Each year, WSCT serves over 400 
students in its workforce development 
programs.
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 Small Medium Large Party Tray
 6 cut 9” 8 cut 12” 12 cut 16” Half Sheet
Plain $8.25 $9.75 $13.25 $14.25
1 Item $9.00 $10.75 $14.50 $16.00
2 Items $9.75 $11.75  $15.75 $17.75
3 Items $10.50 $12.75  $17.00 $19.50
4 Items $11.25 $13.75  $18.25 $21.25
Deluxe $12.00 $14.75  $19.50 $25.00
Extra Items $ .75 $1.00 $1.25 $1.75
Chicken $2.25 $2.75 $3.75 $4.75
Extra Cheese & 
   Special Toppings $1.75 $2.25 $3.25 $4.25

PIZZA

AVAILABLE TOPPINGS:                                           Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onion, Green Peppers, 
Red Peppers, Anchovies, Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black Olives, Hot Peppers, 
Ground Meat, Pineapple, Jalapeño Peppers 
                                      Artichoke Hearts, Tomato, Broccoli, Chicken

Since 1990  ·  32 Years in Business!
Now Serving 4 Locations!

Lakewood, Cleveland, Akron, 
and ParmaOPEN:

Monday - Thursday
4pm - 3am

Delivery till 3am

Friday -Saturday
 4pm - 3:30

Delivery till 3:15

Sunday 
2pm - 1am

Delivery till 1am
17615 Detroit Avenue   ·   216-228-2900  nunziospizza.net

SPECIAL TOPPINGS:

Michael A. Bentley 
Vice President, Investments

440.801.1629
Michael.Bentley@RaymondJames.com

JohnsonBentley.com
159 Crocker Park Blvd., Suite 390

Westlake, OH 44145
 

We are here for all
your financial

planning & wealth 
 management needs

Financial Planning
Investment Strategy
Retirement Planning
Portfolio Management
Alternative Investments
Educational Planning
Estate and Trust Services
Longevity Planning
Corporate Retirement
Plan ConsultingRaymond James & Associates, Inc Member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC

by Tonya Sams
Many people suffer in silence when 

struggling with mental health issues. 
These issues can affect every area of 
one’s life – even how they address legal 
issues which impact basic needs like 
shelter, safety and economic security.  
Client Support Specialists at The Legal 
Aid Society of Cleveland recognize how 
a client’s battles with mental health 
issues can impact their legal cases, 
and work with Legal Aid attorneys 
to implement strategies to help them 
have positive case outcomes while also 
improving mental health outcomes. 

“Client Support Specialist are pro-
fessionals who provide assistance and 
support to those who are receiving 

Legal Aid Provides Help For Clients Struggling With Mental Health
legal assistance from Legal Aid who 
may have a barrier related to their legal 
case,” said Aisha Midgett, a Client Sup-
port Specialists at Legal Aid. The Client 
Support Specialists group at Legal Aid 
is a team of three – trained as social 
workers.  For more than a decade, 
Client Support Specialists, working 
closely with attorneys and paralegals, 
have played a critical role in ensuring 
the best possible outcomes for client 
success and overall well-being.         

When mental health issues are 
involved, this can dramatically affect a 
client’s case. 

“It can have a significant impact in 
various ways,” said Aisha. “It can affect 
their ability to make informed deci-
sions, their ability to understand the 
legal process and legal language. They 
may not have the ability to engage with 
their case, so they are missing appoint-
ments, won’t return calls or won’t 
follow through on tasks.”

To help clients resolve these issues, 
Aisha and other Client Support Spe-
cialists at Legal Aid will conduct an 
intake to determine the obstacles that 
may cause the client not to be actively 
involved in their case. They help iden-
tify the needs of the client, establish 
goals with them to help them along the 
legal process and link them to com-
munity resources and programs that 
can help them with their mental issues.  
Many of these resources and pro-
grams offer crisis prevention, suicide 
resources, crisis hotlines, and educa-
tional information. 

People with low income can espe-
cially be impacted by mental health 
issues because they don’t have access to 
therapists, counselors, or case manage-
ment professionals.

And, beyond the financial bar-
rier to accessing care, “There is a social 
stigma about sharing mental health 
issues with people which hinders 
their ability to have access to health 
resources,” said Aisha. “There are also 
other challenges. People could be strug-
gling with substance abuse, domestic 
violence, and trauma. They could also 
be dealing with chronic health condi-
tions. All of these things overlap which 
can heighten the possibility of being 
exposed to mental health challenges.”

Client Support Specialists also 
assist with crisis intervention for cli-
ents that have experienced a crisis or 
are at risk by creating a safety plan. 
Safety plans are unique to each indi-
vidual and are designed to help them 

feel safe and connected to people in 
time of crisis. For some people, this 
could be a sheet of paper that includes 
information to emergency organiza-
tions, local hospitals, and people that 
they can contact in time of crisis. It 
can also include information on cop-
ing skills. 

“There are clients that never talk 
about their feelings, but we give them 
access to help and get them linked to 
organizations to receive mental health 
services that will work with them on a 
long-term basis to improve their men-
tal health,” said Aisha. “Remember, it is 
okay to ask for help. You are never alone.”

Do you need help with a civil legal 
matter?  Legal Aid may be able to help. 
Call Legal Aid at 888-817-3777 during 
normal business hours or by applying 
online 24/7 at  lasclev.org/contact/.

Tonya Sams is Development & 
Communications Manager at The 
Legal Aid Society of Cleveland.

by Alan Rue and 
     Andrew Bracken

Lakewood Clock Repair will host 
an Open House on Friday, May 31st, 
5pm-8pm. Stop by and say, “Hi.” Enjoy 
some light refreshments.

The Open house is so we can say 
“Thank You!” to our existing custom-
ers, answer questions about the services 
we provide, and welcome potential new 
customers.

We also have a couple of milestones 
to celebrate, too: We are extending our 
business hours beginning May 28th, 
2024. We will now be open 5 days a 
week Tue.-Sat. to better serve the com-
munity. 

Lakewood Clock Repair is now an 
Authorized Service Center for clock 
manufacturers Horward-Miller and 
Ridgeway.

Lakewood Clock Repair
Open House/Celebration Serving Northeast 

Ohio Homeowners 
since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

Lakewood’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com
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LAKEWOOD IS ART©

by Ava Olic
Ushering in the summer season 

with the 14th Annual Front Porch Con-
cert Series, sponsored by Bentley Wealth 
Management of Raymond James, 
LakewoodAlive is pleased to officially 
announce our talented 2024 Comprised 
of 8 gifted and unique musical groups 
and performers, everyone is sure to find 
something that speaks to their musi-
cal taste. Spanning many genres, each 
week's concert remains family-friendly 
while delving into a variety of differ-
ent sounds. See the schedule below, 
with shows taking place every Friday 
evening (7 p.m.) from June June 7 to 
Juy 12 on the front steps of Lakewood 
Public Library (15425 Detroit Avenue) 
followed by concerts at Madision Park 
Pavilion (13201 Madison Avenue) on 
July 19 and 26.

Kicking off the series on June 7, 
is Jacob Johnson, a versatile vocalist 
who works in a range of genres includ-
ing R&B, Jazz, Gospel and Opera. 
Based out of Cleveland, he is a multi-
hyphenate musical talent, as well as 
an accomplished jazz pianist, percus-
sionist, music director/arranger, vocal 
coach, and minister of music.

Breathing new life into traditional 
Italian folk music, Alla Boara Quartet 
captivates audiences with their modern 
arrangements of their musical roots. 
On June 14, you can travel through 
Italy as you listen to the playful, tender, 

LakewoodAlive’s Front Porch Concert Series To 
Return For Its 14th Year

and bewitching repertoire they have 
in store. Each song sung exclusively in 
Italian will be an exciting new adven-
ture whether the language is familiar 
or not.

Liz Bullock, local singer-song-
writer, who is a Cleveland native as well 
as a Board Certified Music Therapist, 
will grace our front porch stage on June 
21. With powerful vocals and thought-
ful lyrics she is heavily influenced by 
folk, blues, and soul. She works both as a 
solo act and with multiple blues and jazz 
groups in the Greater Cleveland area.

With a Syrian heart and Mid-
west soul, Bassel & The Supernaturals 
tells the story of Bassel Almadani's 
experience as a fist generation Syrian-
American, backed by a sound inspired 

by soul, funk, jazz, and rock. Explor-
ing love, loss, otherness, and the war in 
Syria through honest and heartfelt lyr-
ics, the local band will be performing 
June 28.

Lead by front man Justin Gor-
ski (aka DJ Kishka), Big Hoke is an 
Americana, Folk Rock revivalist local 
ensemble. Performing July 5, their 
warm, upbeat, and rustic sound will 
make you want to stomp and holler 
down Detroit Avenue.

A family affair, The Labra Broth-
ers, with a mix of Latin rock, mariachi, 
and funk, will be performing on July 
12. With songs in English and Spanish, 
their unique musical style and posi-
tive lyrics are a testament to how well 
this mix of brothers and friends jive 

together to share their musical skills 
with audiences.

Cats on Holiday is a Cleveland 
based Swamp Pop band with 20+ years 
of sharing their special blend of Louisi-
ana inspired style. Mixing rock, roots, 
and zydeco they have been a local staple 
for years and we are trilled to welcome 
them back to our Front Porch series on 
July 19 at Madison Park Pavilion.

S. Y. S. (which stands for Save Your 
Self) is a female trio of Cleveland based 
musicians. Melding neo-soul, reggae, 
and house music, they cultivate a dis-
tinctive and fresh sound that represents 
their unique musical identities. They 
will be closing the series for the season, 
at Madison Park Pavilion on July 26.

For more information regarding 
the 2024 Front Porch Concert Series, 
please visit: LakewoodAlive.org/Front-
PorchConcerts.

The following sponsors generously 
support the Front Porch Concert Series

Title Sponsor:
Bentley Wealth Management of 

Raymond James
Encore Sponsors:
Barton Communities
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture
Lakewood Public Library
NOPEC
Applause Sponsors:
City of Lakewood
lion and blue
Tapster Cleveland

City Of Lakewood Achieves 
Moody's Aa2 Bond Rating

ing increased tax burdens for you. 
This is why we champion a culture of 
fiscal stewardship and excellence as 
a top priority for our City leadership 
team. This extends into our bond rat-
ing, which is fundamentally important 
to Lakewood’s ability to continue pro-
viding the high level of service and 
public assets and amenities our resi-
dents expect and deserve. 

Each year as we compile the City’s 
budget, our department directors, my 
office, and City Council work to iden-
tify key capital projects within our 
5-year capital plan and determine how 
to pay for them. With many projects in 
the multi-million dollar range, the City 
must spread costs over several years to 
ensure that we do not increase the tax 
burden on our residents. Through an 
annual borrowing process, the City 
issues note obligations to procure the 
necessary funding. When the proj-
ects are complete, we convert the notes 
into bonds and obtain the Moody’s rat-
ing. Key projects in our most recent 
bond issuance included Foster Pool, 
the Refuse & Recycling Center, our 
annual street improvements, and major 
improvements to our Water and Sewer 

system to comply with EPA require-
ments. 

The analysis and commentary 
contained in the bond rating docu-
ment provides a positive view of the 
City of Lakewood’s fiscal health. 
Moody’s noted the City’s “strong finan-
cial position” which was “bolstered by 
a growing revenue trend and healthy 
local economy.” The Aa2 rating gener-
ally means that the City of Lakewood’s 
bonds are “judged to be of high quality 
and are subject to very low credit risk.” 
That puts Lakewood in the “high-
grade” tier of Moody’s rating system.

This Moody’s bond rating is con-
sistent with the excellence I see in the 
team serving you here at City Hall, 
who all buy into the principle that fis-
cal stewardship is core to everything 
we do. That starts with the Finance 
Department, which has received the 
highest level of awards from the State 
of Ohio for four years running. It also 
extends to all our department directors 
and their staff, who work diligently to 
keep their books clean and to stretch 
your tax dollars. With another excel-
lent bond rating in hand, the City 
continues to save tax dollars and pro-
mote an affordable, high quality of life 
for our residents in Lakewood.

continued from page 1
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COVE COMMUNITY CENTER

Lakewood’s
Best Patio

To Party On!

Book your 
fundraisers and 

special  events
With Us!

Wednesday is $2 Taco Night
Mondays - BOGO - Black Angus Burgers

by Nancy Feighan
A La Cart, a program organized by 

Lakewood Community Services Center 
as part of its senior self-determination 
of health initiative, has made a delight-
ful return to Cove. The program is 
made possible through generous fund-
ing from the Three Arches Foundation.

The event featured Kiwi Wong-

by Nancy Feighan
Brenda Nakonecznyj (pronounced 

Nock-oh-nez-nee)
Volunteer, Lakewood Family 

Room / Queen of Mah Jong at Cove
Brenda is a dedicated volunteer at 

Lakewood Family Room and the Mah 
Jong Queen of Cove. Brenda’s jour-

A La Cart Returns To Cove With 
Delicious Culinary Demonstrations

peng, chef and owner of Thai Thai 
Lakewood, who captivated attendees 
with a live cooking demonstration 
of Mango Sticky Rice. Be sure to stay 
tuned for future cooking demos to 
enjoy more culinary delights!

Nancy Feighan is Project Special-
ist II, Department of Human Services, 
City of Lakewood.

Meet Me At Cove

ney with the Family Room began at 
St. James Church, where she started as 
a facilitator and now devotes her time 
to engaging little ones and preschool-
ers and their caregivers with creative 
curriculum and activities. When asked 
about her passion for volunteering, 
Brenda states that it brings joy and 
opportunities to connect with oth-
ers. She particularly loves Cove for its 
warm and welcoming atmosphere.

In addition to her work with chil-
dren, Brenda introduced Mah Jong to 
Cove on Wednesday afternoons, gath-
ering a group of friends to play. What 
started with just four people has grown 
into a community of twenty, fostering 
friendships and even inspiring two to 
take a trip to Europe.

Brenda’s generosity extends 
beyond the walls of Cove, as she also 
volunteers for the Division of Aging to 
deliver meals to homebound residents. 
Her commitment to service is truly 
remarkable. Whether you’re a par-
ent to little ones or simply looking to 
connect, stop by Cove and say hello to 
Brenda. Her infectious smile is sure to 
brighten your day.

ReformPropertyTax.com

by Nancy Feighan
The Cove Garden Club (CGC) 

hosted a delightful and educational 
afternoon this week. Members got 
their hands dirty with compost and 
began the planting season by sowing 
the first vegetables.

Cove Garden Club 
Kicks Off Planting Season

Whether you're a seasoned gardener 
or a novice, the CGC welcomes you to 
join in the fun. Volunteers are needed for 
watering and weeding, so if you're inter-
ested in lending a hand, come by Cove to 
sign up. The water is ready, and we would 
love to have your help!
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16506 Detroit Rd.   Lakewood, OH 44107

Are you facing a legal problem that impacts
Health? Housing? Family? Money? Employment?

Contact Legal Aid!
Browse legal information or apply for help 24/7 online: www.lasclev.org
Or, call 888.817.3777 during most business hours.

Legal Aid thanks the  
Healthy Lakewood Foundation 

for its outreach support!

13362 Madison Ave.
 Lakewood, Ohio • (216) 226-8828

Kitchen Hours
Monday – Thursday – 4PM–10pm

Friday – 4PM–10pm
Saturday – 12pm–10pm

Sunday – 12pM–9PM
Bar is open later…

Happy Hour Monday – Friday 4 pm – 6 pmHappy Hour Monday – Friday 4 pm – 6 pm

#1
BBQIn Northern Ohio20212022Scene Magazine

woodstocksmokejoint.com


