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Judge Neff And The Court Staff Wish You And Your Family a Very Happy Holiday Season
Judge Neff and staff enjoyed fun conversation and comraderie during the court holiday social gathering. 

Warmest Wishes From 
Lakewood Municipal Court

by Tess Neff
The Lakewood Municipal Court extends 

our warmest wishes for a truly wonderful hol-
iday season. We are proud to be serving the 

community and we look forward to continuing 
the work of improving the court in 2024. May 
your holidays shine bright and be filled with joy 
and peace!

by Sarah Keppel
Neighbors, please hold the 

family of our beloved community 
member Cassandra Fear in your 
hearts, as she unexpectedly lost 
her life last Saturday, December 
16th. The innovative and creative 
owner of Fear’s Confections, 
Cassandra gave so much to our 
Lakewood community, donat-
ing generously to non-profits and 
grassroots events, invigorating 
Uptown Lakewood, and nurtur-
ing a welcoming neighborhood. 
If you would like to help support 
her husband and two children 
with a financial contribution you 
can do so at the official Go Fund 
Me at https://www.gofundme.
com/f/cassandra-fear?utm_
c a m p a i g n = p _ c p + s h a r e -
sheet&utm_content=facebook_
c t a _ c o n t r o l & u t m _
m e d i u m = s o c i a l & u t m _
source=facebook

Lakewood Mourns The Tragic 
Loss of Cassandra Fear

Photo credit: Go Fund Me page organized by Wendy Benson.

Cassandra could best be 
described as a light that could 
lift anyone out of bad spirits. 
From her shop, Fears Con-
fections in Lakewood, to her 
angelic tenor voice in MANY 
Sweet Adeline choruses and 
quartets…. she sprinkled her 
love, acceptance and inclusiv-
ity to everyone who had the 
luck to be in her presence. She 
made us all laugh, think, and 
feel loved.

by Christine Gordillo
At Lakewood City 

Schools, we love to see our 
graduates succeeding in their 
post Lakewood City Schools 
life. It is especially inspiring 
to see our most recent grads 
thriving and exemplifying all 
the competencies in our Vision 
of a Lakewood Graduate. Class 
of 2022 graduate Kellyn Dono-
hoe is a prime example.

 Kellyn embodies all of 
the six competencies - critical 
and creative thinking, com-
munication, collaboration, 
empathy, growth mindset and 
global awareness/citizenship 
- as she navigates the early 
stages of adulthood. Kellyn left 

'22 Alum Kellyn Donohoe 

Shining Example Of Vision Of 
Lakewood Graduate

Lakewood High with a legacy 
of outstanding academics and 
engaged membership in clubs 
from H2O to marching band 
to student council and assist-
ing with the girls' basketball 
team. She did not miss a beat 

in her first year at Kent State 
University.

Kellyn’s can-do approach 
to life born of her personal 
mantra of focusing on “what I 
can vs. what I cannot do” has 
served her well at KSU, where 
she is part of the Career and 
Community Studies program. 
The program is a transitional 
program that prepares students 
with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities for adult 
life through academic pursuits, 
peer socialization, and career 
discovery and preparation.

 She continues to be 
involved in music as part of the 

by Christine Gordillo
Parents of preschool-

ers, mark your calendars for 
Thursday, Jan. 25, 2024 for 
Lakewood City School's annual 
Kindergarten Information 
Night. Come learn all about 
the Lakewood City Schools' 
kindergarten experience. You 
will hear from the Teaching 
& Learning Department team 
members from each building. 
The night will include a ques-

January 25 

Kindergarten
Information Night

tion-and-answer session and 
an opportunity to check out 
the kindergarten classrooms at 
Grant. Call 216-529-4203 for 
more information The event 
starts at 6:30 pm in the Grant 
Elementary cafeteria. 

Note: Students must be 5 
years old on or before Septem-
ber 30, 2024 in order to be age 
eligible to enter kindergarten 
in fall 2024.

by Jim O’Bryan
This year we will be offer-

ing prizes for the 8 best holiday 
decorated homes that were 
nominated and voted on by 
Lakewood residents. 

We will also offer 2 prizes 
for homes whose decorations 

Let the Voting Begin

LO Holiday Lighting Contest
best exemplify or project a mes-
sage of  PEACE ON EARTH.. 
Voting Process -

On December 18 we posted 
links to the photos of the homes. 
Now it’s time to vote.   You can 
vote three ways:

1)  Online at the   link pro-

vided.
2) You can email your 

votes to:
production@lakewoodob-

server.com
3) You can snail mail your 

You can see the finalists on page 6, and you can vote to help choose 
our winners by following the QR codes, or going to: 
http://lakewoodobserver.com and clicking on the photo galleries.

continued on page 6

continued on page 5
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Published twice a month with a current circulation of 10,000+ copies. The paper is made available 
free of charge and can be found at over 130 business locations within the City of Lakewood and on 
our website. The views and opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views 
and opinions of the publisher and staff. Copyright 2023 • AGS/The Lakewood Observer, Inc. All 
rights reserved. Any reproduction is forbidden without written permission. 

The mission of the Lakewood Observer is to attract, articulate, and amplify civic 
intelligence and community good will in the city of Lakewood and beyond.

Become an Observer!
The Lakewood Observer is a product of citizen journalism, which means it is a completely 

community-written paper. We are looking for volunteer writers, photographers, designers, and 
illustrators. It doesn’t matter if you’re a professional or an amateur, our editorial staff will be glad 
to help you through the process. Register to our Member Center at lakewoodobserver.com where 
you can submit stories, press releases, letters to the editor, photos, cartoons, drawings, etc. No need 
to register to post online calendar items or classified ads. Questions? Email our Associate Editor at 
betsy@ lakewoodobserver.com.

www.lakewoodobserver.com

216.407-6818  OR  216.339.2531
PO BOX 770203, Lakewood, OH 44107
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Isn’t it time you joined this effort to report community news while preserving our history?

As you likely know, Ohio vot-
ers, including Lakewood voters, 
overwhelmingly approved a state ballot 
initiative (Issue 2) in November that has 
altered state law regarding recreational 
use of marijuana and businesses asso-
ciated with it. That new law took effect 
on December 7th, and among other 
things, it makes it legal for individuals 
to use and possess limited amounts of 
marijuana plant material (a maximum 
of 2.5 ounces) and marijuana “extract” 
(up to 15 grams).

What Issue 2 did not do was set 
clear law on how recreational mari-
juana will be sold commercially or how 
permits for retail dispensaries, culti-
vators, or processors will happen. The 
law actually provides for a “Division 
of Cannabis” at the State level that will 
establish standards and procedures 
for licensing requirements for cultiva-
tors, processors, and retailers within 

Marijuana In Lakewood
in any way affect the parts of Issue 2 
that made it legal to possess limited 
amounts of marijuana plant material 
or “extracts,” or other parts of the law 
not related to retail sales, cultivation, 
processing. Lakewood is not attempt-
ing to interfere with that, and our 
officers in Lakewood are aware of the 
new law on personal possession and 
use and are following it. The recently 
passed moratorium in Lakewood only 
affects retail activity for recreational 
marijuana.

My administration looks forward 
to getting more clarity from the State 
of Ohio on this topic in the near future. 
Our departmental Directors and City 
Council will then work together to 
address the need for any local ordi-
nances and regulations that are in the 
best interests of our Lakewood com-
munity.

rium on the issuance and processing of 
any permits for cultivators, processors, 
and retail dispensaries of marijuana. 
This moratorium allows the Adminis-
tration and City Council the necessary 
time to consider whatever changes to 
the law happen and whatever regula-
tions are eventually set forth by the 
State of Ohio’s new “Division of Can-
nabis.” Lakewood’s government can 
then align our local ordinances, and 
especially our zoning code, to deter-
mine where to allow, limit, or prohibit 
cultivators, processors, and retail dis-
pensaries in our community. The new 
moratorium has no effect on the two 
medical marijuana dispensaries that 
currently operate in Lakewood.

I also want to make it abundantly 
clear that this moratorium does not 

Elevating Luxury with Local Legacy. . . 

. . . Ross is your lakefront property expert.

A third-generation Lakewood 

local, Ross Lauria excels in 

showcasing and selling the 

finest Lake Erie properties. 

With a portfolio that includes 

the historic Inselruhe on 

Put-in-Bay and the Venture 

Resort on Kelleys Island, Ross 

demonstrates unmatched 

expertise in the region’s most 

coveted lakefront locations. 

His success stories extend 

to landmark sales like the 

Firestone Estate in Akron and 

the Ford Estate in Toledo. 

Partner with Ross at Sotheby’s 

International Realty for 

unparalleled marketing and 

negotiation skills, deep regional 

knowledge, and a commitment 

to your success on Lake Erie’s 

prestigious shores.

Ross Lauria
216.407.9251

IF YOU ARE THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING,  
CALL TODAY!

nine months of the law taking effect. 
Those regulations (whenever they are 
eventually created) will affect how 
Lakewood’s local ordinances guide the 
location and rules for any proposed 
recreational marijuana dispensary in 
our community’s borders.

In addition, the Ohio Legislature 
has sent clear signals that it will be 
revising the legislation passed by vot-
ers. (Issue 2 was a ballot initiative, and 
not a constitutional amendment, so the 
legislature can change the law without 
asking permission from voters). The 
back and forth on those revisions has 
been hectic and confused, and there is 
no timeline on when any changes to the 
laws may be finalized and take effect.

With all this in mind, the City of 
Lakewood recently passed a morato-

by Meghan George
Mayor/Safety Director City of Lakewood
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

December 11, 2023
To: Members of the Ohio Senate

RE: Sub House Bill 68
Dear colleagues, I write to share 

my opposition to Substitute House Bill 
68, currently in the Senate Government 
Oversight Committee. This legislation 
is significantly different from the bill 
that the Senate voted out in the 134* 
General Assembly, which focused on 
banning transgender athletes from 
participation in sports, legislation I 
also oppose.

This bill, should it pass, portends 
dire consequences that would affect 
families in Ohio with transgender chil-
dren receiving medical care. Because 
this bill includes a ban on gender-
affirming care for transgender minors, 
even with parental consent, families 
will also be denied mental health care 
and support for their children. This 
action would jeopardize the health and 
well-being of those currently under a 
physician's care by requiring an abrupt 
legislative, rather than a medically pre-
scribed, end to their treatment.

To quote a letter from the Health-
care Provider Community: "This bill 
takes away the rights of parents and 
creates a situation where their children 
will no longer receive the care that they 
need and that their parents support. 
Parents of transgender children face 
an extraordinarily difficult situation, 
as do their kids. These parents have the 
ultimate responsibility to care for their 
children, and Sub House Bill 68 under-
mines that obligation."

I am especially struck by the sheer 
lack of regard and respect for parents' 
rights in this legislation. In all opposi-
tion testimony to the bill, parents and 
providers spoke about the importance 
of affirming the needs of the children 
in their care and protecting them from 
harm.

The Ohio Children's Association 
tells us that there are 2.6 million kids 
living in Ohio. Around a third of the 
individuals diagnosed with gender dys-
phoria begin medical treatment under 
the age of eighteen. This is 0.0003% of 
the population of minors in Ohio.

I continue to be bafffled by the leg-
islative urgency in micromanaging a 
complex metical condition that affects 
a small, misunderstood segment of the 
population.

I urge that the Senate not move 
this bill forward. If more time is needed 
to gain understanding, then perhaps 
Substitute HB 68 should be referred to 
the Senate Subcommittee to hear from 
healthcare experts on the current situ-
ation of transgender health care in this 
state.

As legislative leaders, I would hope 
that we could provide compassion and 
support for all our families in Ohio and 
take the time to gain understanding, 
not condemnation, on circumstances 
out of our own lived experience.

Sincerely,
Nickie J. Antonio
Senate Minority Leader
Ohio Senate | Senate Building 1
Capitol Square, Columbus, Ohio

Nickie Antonio's Letter To Ohio Senate Regarding 

The Rights And Treatment 
Of Transgender Families

by Carol Thum
What is it about Cindy Strebig 

that makes her a pillar of the League 
of Women Voters after joining just five 
years ago? Born in North Ridgeville to 
a truck driving father and a part-time 
accountant mom, Cindy was the first in 
her family to graduate from college with 
a Masters degree in Physical Education 
from Ohio University. A self described 
activist, Cindy works with the board 
of the Cleveland Stonewall Democrats, 
is on the Board of the Lakewood Fam-
ily YMCA, a member of the Cuyahoga 
Democratic Women’s Caucus, GRR, 
the Lakewood Democratic Club, Block 
Captain on Baxterly Avenue, a member 
of the Cuyahoga County Central Com-
mittee and an Executive Committee 
Member. As if that isn’t enough, she is 
running for Lakewood City Council to 
represent Ward 3.  

Cindy joined the League of Women 
Voters after seeing the Belmont-Paul 
Women’s Equality National Monument 
in Washington, D.C. with her wife, Kate. 
“There on the wall was a timeline from 

Lakewood League Of Women Voters 100th Anniversary 100 Pillars Spotlight: 

Cindy Strebig

the suffragist movement to the League of 
Women Voters. The light bulb went on. I 
thought, Here are my people! The voting 
activists transformed and are still here. 
As soon as I got home I looked them up 
and found that there is a chapter right 
here in Lakewood.” Since joining Cindy 
has served on virtually every committee. 
Three years ago she founded the Mary 

Warren Impact Scholarship program 
which has since awarded nineteen $1,000 
scholarships to Lakewood High School 
seniors. “I am so excited that we are able 
to help educate at the high school level. 
Teaching the importance of voting is criti-
cal to the success of our democracy. The 
education can start with younger children 
too. At the Lakewood Arts Festival, we 
have a faux voting booth where kids can 
vote for their favorite princess, super-hero, 
sport, and ice cream flavor. Even if they 
don’t quite understand the importance of 
it, at least we start to show them what it’s 
all about. One person, one vote. Everyone 
gets one vote. Sometimes the vote goes 
your way and sometimes it does not. We 
accept the result and move on.”

“The League does intensive studies 
on the issues to take informed positions 
and I’m glad to see that we’re moving 
in the direction of some activism. The 
League is educating the public with the 
Facts About Ohio’s Issue 1, what it is and 
is not. It does not affect parental con-
sent or have anything to do with gender 
affirming care. This is disinformation 
intended to stir fear and anger. We lit-
erally just had a public forum on this at 
the library. The lies spread by the oppo-
sition to confuse and create mistrust 
have to be recognized, pointed out, and 

disregarded as the garbage that it is.”
When asked about some of the 

strongest influences in her life, Cindy 
credits her mother. “My Mom taught me 
that you can’t let anybody tell you who 
you are. It’s OK to question the rules, 
and the motives. No one is better than 
you and we all have to work together 
and live together, so let’s do that!” 

“The Lakewood Chapter of the 
League of Women Voters is talk-
ing about doing a Women in Politics 
Forum with the young people in the 
high school AP government class so 
that young women can see themselves 
in politics, know that there is a path 
for their success, and that they can 
thrive and survive in this business. 
Somebody recently came up to me at 
the Arts Fest and said, ‘You know, I’ve 
never missed an election.’ That really 
impressed me, and I want to challenge 
the young women at the high school 
to do that too, never miss an election, 
and tell me about it at the Art Fest in 
20 years. I think that when these young 
women start to vote, and they’re pay-
ing attention, and they never miss an 
election, that they are going to change 
the world.”

Carol Thum is a writer and active 
member of the Lakewood Chapter of 
the League of Women Voters.

Cindy Strebig, right with Mary Warren, 
left, reminding us to vote!
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LAKEWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY

Library Children’s And Youth 
Services Programs
by Jeffrey Siebert

Just Baby ‘N Me
For You and Your Birth to 24-Month-Old Baby
Just Baby ‘N Me is a lap-sit story time ideal for babies from birth through 

early walkers. The focus is on rhymes, songs, finger plays and exploring short books 
together. Registration is required. Register for each session separately.

January 8- February 1, 2024
Main Library-
	 Mondays- 10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
	 Wednesdays- 10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
	 Thursdays-10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Madison Branch-
	 Thursdays- 11:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Pre-school Story Time
For You and Your 2 to 5-Year-Old Pre-schooler. 
This pre-school story time is ideal for walkers, new talkers, and learning early 

literacy skills. You and your toddler and preschoolers will enjoy short books, songs 
and rhymes. The focus is on skills with your participation as a model. No registra-
tion is required.

January 9- March 28, 2024
Main Library:
	 Tuesdays: 10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
	 Wednesdays: 11:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Madison Branch:
	 Thursdays: 10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

January Events Pajama Party
For You and Your 2 to 6 Year-Old Child
Make the Library a part of your bedtime routine with an evening story time. 

Children are encouraged to wear their favorite pajamas and bring their stuffed 
animal friends to snuggle. Join us as we wind down for the night. You and your 
children will enjoy short books, songs and rhymes. The focus is on skills with your 
participation as a model. No registration is required.

January 8 - March 26, 2024
	 Mondays: 6:00-6:30 p.m.
	 Tuesdays: 6:00-6:30 p.m.

Family Weekend Wonders
Looking for weekend entertainment for the whole family? Look no further! 

Drop in to the Library’s special weekend story time. Your whole family will enjoy 
these programs full of enthusiastic stories, engaging activities, entertaining music 
and clever crafts. Family Weekend Wonders Drop-In Story Time is offered every 
weekend throughout the year and features a different theme each week to keep 
things engaging. No registration is required.

Main Library- Fridays and Saturdays at 10:30 a.m.
Madison Branch- Fridays at 10:30 a.m.

Let’s Make a Dragon Puppet
For students in First through Fifth Grade. 
The dragon is an important mythical creature in Vietnamese culture. It is 

regarded as a symbol of power and nobility. Create this long, slinky and colorful paper 
dragon. Have fun with your dragon in a dragon parade. Registration is required.

Wednesday, January 10, 2024 at 4:00 p.m. in the Main Library Activity Room
Thursday, January 11, 2024 at 4:00 p.m. in the Madison Branch Youth Pro-

gram Room
To sign up for any program, register online at lakewoodpubliclibrary.org/youth 

or call (216) 226-8275, ext. 140.

by Dr. Charles Greanoff
For those of us who were there on 

that chilly winter 1974 Friday evening, 
Scott Patterson's 30-foot buzzer beater 
will be seared forever in our memo-
ries. For Ranger loyalists, the cathartic 
reaction in the old East Gym let loose a 
ear splitting wave of joy and, of course, 
a rush to the floor. On that magical 
night, the 1973/74 Lakewood Rangers 
not only conquered arch rival Cleve-
land Heights (69-68), but also grabbed 
virtually assured a share of the title 
(Shaw) in the rugged Lake Erie League. 
A win over Valley Forge the next night 
clinched Lakewood their share of the 
championship.

On this coming December 22nd, 
our present Ranger Basketball Com-
munity will host and honor this squad 
at the John Marshall game in the New 
East Gym. We look forward to a warm 
reunion with these champions, most 
of whom are expected to attend. Two 
from this group--then juniors George 
Zambie (LEL MVP) and Mark Verdova 
are in the Lakewood Ranger Educa-
tion Foundation Athletic Hall of Fame, 
primarily for their excellence on the 
hardwood. Jim Wooley is in the Distin-
guished Alumni Hall of Fame.

The team responsible for the “Shot 
Heard Round the LEL” --as described 
by Cleveland Press reporter Tim Rog-
ers-- also included Rick Niery, Don 
Kasper, John (“JB”) Bennet, the late 
Tom Saleet (RIP), Bob Mravec, Ken 
Knabb, Chuck Koch, Ken Rush and 
Pat Connors. Leading the Rangers 
were Head Coach Harry Groman and 
Assistant Bob Wonson, who have both 
passed away.

As we honor and celebrate these 
Lakewood Rangers Basketball alumni, 

we also get to watch the 2023/24 ver-
sion, a team with the same Ranger pride 
and determination as the 73/74 squad. 
Today's players include starting guards 
Luke Vannucci, Lucas Seguine, Jack 
Gowan and Dominic Peck, along with 
post Drew Jablonowski. Ranger reserves 
include Peter Checkett, Aiden Smith, 
Luke George, Luke Bonvissuto, Brady 
Long, Dean Albadarin, Steven McAliffe, 
Julian Sayre and Griffin Starr.

The Lakewood Rangers Boys bas-
ketball team also won conference 
championships in 2014 (West Shore 
Conference) and 2019 (South West 
Conference). It remains to be seen 
whether this crew—led by head Coach 
Alex Cammock and Assistant Coaches 
Brian Higginbothem and Jim Kuznik-- 
will reach those heights, but, like their 
predecessors, they will honor the tradi-
tion of Lakewood basketball with great 
effort and commitment, representing 
the Purple and Golf with great pride. 
See you on December 22nd.

Honoring "The Shot Heard Round The LEL"

Order Online @ romanfountain.com

GIFT  CardsAVAILABLE!

\\
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Merry Christmas! 
The O’Neill family has provided the gift of high-
quality care on the west side of Cleveland for
over six decades. To learn more about our 5-star
rated communities, contact us at (440) 808-5500
or visit ONeillHC.com. 
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LAKEWOOD SCHOOLS

KSU basketball pep band, is a mem-
ber of the honors fraternity, Phi 
Sigma Pi, and is part of the Dress 
Up for Downs club on campus. And 

'22 Alum Kellyn Donohoe 

Shining Example Of Vision Of Lakewood Graduate
continued from page 1

Dear Fellow Lakewoodites,
 

Happy Holidays 
      and Happy New Year 

Here’s a special shoutout of grati-
tude to:

1. Music teachers and students 
at Garfield, Harding, and Lakewood 
High School for a full schedule of 
concerts celebrating the holidays and 
showcasing their hard work and prac-
tice; 

Happy Holidays From 
Lakewood Board Of Education President 

Michael J. Callahan And Family

Happy Holidays From 
Colleen Clark Sutton

 2. City of Lakewood Leaf Collec-
tion Crew who are continuing to suck 
up leaves even as we read this edition 
of LO;

 3. Linda Beebe for 40 years service 
as a Lakewood School Board Member 
plus several years as a classroom teacher 
prior to that. Her breadth of knowledge 
about and commitment to the commu-
nity of Lakewood is extraordinary. 

 Cheers!
Colleen Clark Sutton

Pictured left to right are Michael, daughters Kenna and Mary Frances, son Liam, 
and wife Kristyn.

she earned a 4.0 GPA her f irst year! 
Kellyn taps into her growth mind-
set to try out new things in college 
and has relied on her collaboration 
and communication skills to be a 
successful member of the organiza-
tions she is part of. Her fraternity 
offers opportunities to be a globally 
aware citizen and show empathy 
through its emphasis on commu-
nity service.

No surprise that this summer 
Kellyn is a valued member of not 
one, but two staffs as she works at 
GV Art & Design and the Recre-
ation Department’s Safety Town 
program, where she helps children 
learn how to be safe in their com-
munity. She hopes one day to work 
with children full time as an educa-
tional assistant. We have no doubt 
that Kellyn will approach fulfilling 
that goal as she does everything in 
her life, with determination and a 
small on her face!
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LO HOLIDAY LIGHTING CONTEST

by Jim O’Bryan
I took this photo over 20 years 

ago and it might have had the biggest 
impact on my life. I no longer have the 
originals; all that is left of this  epiph-
any of enlightenment is this low-rez 
out-of-focus copy.

It is one of my favorite memories/
photos, especially during Christmas. I 
was out driving around when I stopped 
the car to take the photo, I was amused 
by the colored window blankets over 
the windows. 

As I looked around the neighbor-
hood, most of the neighbors had done 
nothing. Then it hit me, at least this 
family had taken the time to brighten 
the neighborhood and add to the lives 
of others. Who hasn’t used sheets or 
blankets as temporary blinds? To color 
coordinate for the holidays is many 
steps above that.

It is an overt act bringing joy to the 
world, something missing in too many 
people’s lives these days. 

Next time you drive around and 
look at holiday lights, marvel at the big 
amazing displays. But stop, and take 
in the little ones. Think back to your 
first strand of lights and how you spent 
hours thinking about how to hang 
them just right. Who knows how or 
why the decisions were made, but the 
basic reason is the magic -- an effort to 
wish everyone, “HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
TO ALL,   AND TO ALL A GOOD 
NIGHT!”

This holiday season, I encourage 
all to slow down, give to charities that 
help with those who are in need, and 
take a second to brighten your neigh-
borhood and world.

votes to: Lakewood Observer, PO Box 
770203, Lakewood, Ohio 44107

The voting process ends Decem-
ber 25th,  any votes after will not be 
counted.

Votes will be tabulated at midnight 
on December 30th, and announced on 

Let the Voting Begin

LO Holiday Lighting Contest

To View All The Homes
Use This QR Code

To VOTE
Use This QR Code

January 1st.  The winner will appear on 
the front page of the print version of the 
Lakewood Observer. Other homes MAY 
appear in the paper as well.

During this time of turmoil, politi-
cal upheaval and social division,  let’s 
work together to make this the best pos-
sible holiday season for everyone.

Good luck and thank you to all.

Holiday Thoughts And

Why We Do The Holiday Contest

continued from page 1
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GREETINGS OF THE SEASON

Happy Holidays to our wonderful Lakewood community! As we wrap up 
another year, it's a time to reflect on the moments that made us smile and the 
challenges that made us stronger. Let's cherish the warmth of shared memories, 
laughter, and the joy of giving. This season, may your homes be filled with love, 
your hearts with kindness, and your spirits with hope. Wishing everyone a festive 
and peaceful holiday season. Cheers to a bright New Year ahead!

Season's Greetings 
From Kyle Baker!

I wish you all the hope, wonder, and joy that the season can bring!  It has been a 
tremendous privilege, responsibility, and honor to be elected and serve as the Ward 
1 representative on Lakewood City Council. Please accept the warmest of holiday 
wishes from me and my family. Here’s to an incredible 2024 for Lakewood!

Kyle Baker, Lakewood City Council Ward 1

Happy Holidays From The Bullock Family
To our Lakewood neighbors,
Blessings from our family to yours this holiday season and our sincerest wishes 

for a happy new year!

Holiday Greetings 
From The 
Shachner Family 

Happy Holidays! 

Wishing you and 
your loved ones a safe and 
happy holiday season.  

Sincerely,
The Shachner Family 

by Sarah Kepple
Whether you’re welcoming a col-

lege student home for break or decking a 
tiny tree in your first apartment, there’s 
nowhere like Lakewood for the holidays! 
Some of our favorite family traditions 
are picking up our tree at Lakewood 
Garden Center on the weekend of Light 

Holiday Greetings
Seasons Greetings to you, your family, and friends!

May all your Holidays be Merry and Gay!

And may you find peace, tolerance, kindness and charity to carry you through 

the new year.
Sincerely,
Lakewood City Councilperson Elect, Cindy Strebig, and Kate Baney.The Bullocks (Tom, Molly, Tommy, William, and Bridget)

Warm Winter Wishes From 
Vice President Sarah Kepple 

      And Family

L to R: Andrew Harant, Quinlan Owens, Sarah Kepple
Up Lakewood and visiting local shops 
to find unique stocking stuffers. What-
ever your tradition, we hope that this 
season is merry and bright for you and 
your loved ones.

Happy Holidays,
Sarah, Andrew and Quinlan

Olivia, Jason, & Michelle Shachner
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LAKEWOOD CARES

 Small Medium Large Party Tray
 6 cut 9” 8 cut 12” 12 cut 16” Half Sheet
Plain $8.25 $9.75 $13.25 $14.25
1 Item $9.00 $10.75 $14.50 $16.00
2 Items $9.75 $11.75  $15.75 $17.75
3 Items $10.50 $12.75  $17.00 $19.50
4 Items $11.25 $13.75  $18.25 $21.25
Deluxe $12.00 $14.75  $19.50 $25.00
Extra Items $ .75 $1.00 $1.25 $1.75
Chicken $2.25 $2.75 $3.75 $4.75
Extra Cheese & 
   Special Toppings $1.75 $2.25 $3.25 $4.25

PIZZA

AVAILABLE TOPPINGS:                                           Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onion, Green Peppers, 
Red Peppers, Anchovies, Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black Olives, Hot Peppers, 
Ground Meat, Pineapple, Jalapeño Peppers 
                                      Artichoke Hearts, Tomato, Broccoli, Chicken

Since 1990  ·  32 Years in Business!
Now Serving 4 Locations!

Lakewood, Cleveland, Akron, 
and ParmaOPEN:

Monday - Thursday
4pm - 3am

Delivery till 3am

Friday -Saturday
 4pm - 3:30

Delivery till 3:15

Sunday 
2pm - 1am

Delivery till 1am
17615 Detroit Avenue   ·   216-228-2900  nunziospizza.net

SPECIAL TOPPINGS:

by Maria Estes

The Community West Foundation 
Board of Directors approved $640,500 
in fourth quarter grants to nonprofit 
agencies that are located in Cleve-
land, Western Cuyahoga and Lorain 
Counties. An additional $125,000 was 
distributed through their Community 
Impact Fund bringing the grand total 
to $765,500. The Community Impact 
Fund was established for donors who 
want to invest alongside Community 
West’s mission knowing that contribu-
tions would be distributed directly to 
grantees quarterly.  

For the fourth quarter, Commu-
nity West Foundation provided grants 
to community service nonprofits that 
provide a variety of services and other 
unique programs.

Organizations receiving grants: 
Cuyahoga County:
Carolyn Farrell Foundation for 

Brain Health - Offers arts enrichment 
to help with isolation and improve 
the quality of life for individuals with 
Alzheimer's and Dementia

Community of Hope - Creates 
communities and a sense of belong-
ing for homeless youth and young 
adults who age out of foster care with-
out a family; links youth to mental 
health services, job programs, school 
tutoring, GED courses, and parenting 
support

Ed Keating Center - Provides 
recovery services in a sober living envi-
ronment for men and women struggling 
with chemical addiction

Frontline Services - Backbone of 
behavioral health services in Cuyahoga 
County for those with the highest bar-
riers to services including individuals 
who are homeless, severely mentally 

disabled, in psychiatric crisis, and 
those who have been traumatized by 
violence

Journey Center for Safety and 
Healing - Serves those affected by child 
abuse and domestic violence through a 
24-hour helpline, emergency domestic 
violence shelter, trauma services, and 
the Justice System Advocacy Program

Lakewood Community Services 
Center - Provides bi-monthly home 
delivery of food to low and extremely 
low-income clients in Lakewood, 
Rocky River, and Westlake

May Dugan Center - Addresses 
inequities in access to health care, food, 
and living wages through behavioral 
health and basic needs services, Seniors 
on the Move programs, Reception & 
Placement, and their Trauma Recovery 
and Education Resource Centers

Merrick House - Provides Moms 
First program to reduce racial dispari-
ties in poor birth outcomes and infant 
mortality in the City of Cleveland 

Nueva Luz Urban Resource 
Center - Provides people living with 
HIV/AIDS with wraparound services 
including housing assistance, legal aid, 

Lakewood Charitable Assistance Corporation 
Holiday Food Drive Wraps Another Successful Year

With the help of all our wonderful volunteers, 300 Lakewood households 
received bags full of food for the upcoming holidays! Thank you to everyone who 
helped over the past two days, we really couldn’t do it without you!

Community West Foundation Awards 
$765,500 In Fourth Quarter Grants

Lakewood Community Services

addiction recovery, and food programs 
to address the root causes and impacts 
of systemic poverty

St. Paul’s Community Outreach 
- Meets near west side residents’ needs 
through food pantry, hygiene, and 
basic medical support, phone access, 
and clothing ministry; provides medi-
cal information, bus tickets, vouchers 
for birth certificates and IDs, and refer-
rals; serves as an overflow men’s shelter 

site
Scranton Road Ministries - Works 

to break the cycle of poverty through a 
legal clinic, academic enrichment cen-
ter, and youth jobs partnership

Seeds of Literacy - Improves lives 
through literacy by providing one to 
one adult education and GED tutoring 
in physical classrooms and online

Transformations by Austin 
Angels Cleveland - Only organization 
in Northeast Ohio providing volunteer, 
community support to fostering fami-
lies to ensure healthy, affirming, and 
lasting relationships

West Side Catholic Center - 
Provides food, clothing, shelter, job 
training, rent subsidies, and case 
management through their Resource 
Center, Workforce Development Pro-
gram, Moriah House shelter, the 
Family Engagement Program, Zac-
chaeus Housing Solutions, Culinary 
Academy, and Family Success Network

Maria Estes is the Community 
West Foundation's Marketing & Com-
munications Director.
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LAKEWOOD CARES

TROY BRATZ
Real Estate Agent
Residential / Commercial

Your Local Real Estate Expert

@TroyBratzKW

216.702.2196      TroyBratz@KW.com

SELL now for top dollar
BUY for your future
INVEST in the community

by Amy Reinker
O’Neill Healthcare is embrac-

ing the season of giving by giving 
back to our surrounding communi-
ties in a variety of ways. Notably, our 
team at O’NeillHealthcare Middleburg 
Heights is giving back by volunteering 
their time at a local shelter and adopted 
a family with The Littlest Heroes Pedi-
atric Cancer Foundation, while our 
other facilities combined to donate 350 
pounds of food to five different local 
food banks. Grounded in the values of 
family, our six O’Neill Healthcare loca-
tions are dedicated to giving back to 
the neighborhoods we serve, especially 
during the holiday season. 

O’Neill Healthcare Lakewood 

The Season Of Giving 
At O’Neill Healthcare

kicked off the season with a food drive 
starting in early November. Contri-
butions were collected in Lakewood’s 
lobby and all proceeds were donated to 
Lakewood Charitable Assistance Cor-
poration. Over 50 pounds of food were 
collected and delivered to Lakewood 
Masonic Temple on November 17th. 
This contribution went towards feeding 
over 300 families for the Thanksgiving 
holiday!

The vibrant spirit of giving at 
O’Neill Healthcare is embodied by our 
residents, who actively engage with our 
activities department to create crafts 
to donate throughout the community. 
This year, residents at our Lakewood 
facility played a crucial role in cre-
ating care packages for children in 
third-world countries, ensuring they 
receive Christmas gifts. Additionally, 
they crafted heartfelt Christmas cards 
for U.S. troops stationed overseas, 
spreading joy and gratitude during the 
holiday season.

O’Neill Healthcare takes pride 
in contributing to the resources of 
the surrounding community, and we 
express thanks to our community 
members, residents, and families for 
their thoughtful donations. All O’Neill 
Healthcare facilities are active in their 
communities, and frequently host 
events open to the public. If you are 
interested in hearing more about our 
upcoming events, taking a tour of one 
of our 5-Star facilities, or becoming a 
volunteer, please call (440) 808-5500 or 
visit ONeillHC.com.

    by Jeff Woodward
He isn’t the most majestic arboreal 

specimen in Lakewood – but he must 
be among the most mighty.

When I bought the property at 
2257 Emily in 1997, the front yard was 
tree-less. A few years later, I planted a 
Bradford pear tree – “Brad” – near the 
middle of the yard. Brad grew, and he 
flourished, and he provided shade. He 
was wonderful.

He was 30 feet tall and had just 
been professionally pruned when, in 
the middle of the night on Oct. 30, 
2012, Superstorm Sandy barreled into 
town and huffed and puffed and split 
him like a banana. Top to bottom. 
Right down the middle.

That morning I peered out the 
kitchenette window only to see half of 
a vertical Brad still standing. It was so 
strange; so saddening. I cleared away 
what I could of my fallen friend and 
called the tree guys. A few days later, they 
cut down the rest of Brad, dug out his 
roots and hauled him away. RIP Brad.

I debated my options. In Septem-
ber 2013, a local nursery delivered and 
planted a healthy King Crimson Maple 
smack-dab in the middle of the yard. 
Not far from where Brad had been 
parked. At 6 feet tall, “The King” was 
a little beauty.

Not long after I started lovin’ on 
The King – with autumn setting in – I 
noticed, of all things, this hearty-look-
ing growth sprouting, a couple feet the 
other side from where Brad had rooted. 
I tried to pull it out, but it wouldn’t 

Roots Of Resilience

Brad Jr. this December growing strong.

budge. I said, “OK, whatever you are, 
I’ll deal with you next spring.”

By mid to late spring of 2014, the 
“weed” was bulkier, growing in a mod-
erately curved shape out of the ground. 
What is this, I thought? I tried digging it 
out, to no avail. I hacked at it a bit. No 
dice. Whatever it was, it wanted to live. 
So I let it be. And it grew. It grew more. 
And it grew quickly. And yes, it grew evi-
dent that my trusty tree guys didn't quite 
remove all of Brad's roots. And Brad Jr. 
was alive and well as its successor.

Good tree sense tells me Brad Jr. 
and The King are too close together; 
that they will compete for moisture 
and nutrients, and that the growth of 
both will be stunted. But God sense 
tells me to just let 'em be. Yes, I see the 
numerous splits in Brad Jr.'s bark, a sign 

continued on page 11
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LAKEWOOD BUSINESS

Michael A. Bentley 
Vice President, Investments

440.801.1629
Michael.Bentley@RaymondJames.com

JohnsonBentley.com
159 Crocker Park Blvd., Suite 390

Westlake, OH 44145
 

We are here for all
your financial

planning & wealth 
 management needs

Financial Planning
Investment Strategy
Retirement Planning
Portfolio Management
Alternative Investments
Educational Planning
Estate and Trust Services
Longevity Planning
Corporate Retirement
Plan ConsultingRaymond James & Associates, Inc Member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC

13362 Madison Ave.
 Lakewood, Ohio • (216) 226-8828

Kitchen Hours
Monday – Thursday – 4PM–10pm

Friday – 4PM–10pm
Saturday – 12pm–10pm

Sunday – 12pM–9PM
Bar is open later…

Happy Hour Monday – Friday 4 pm – 6 pmHappy Hour Monday – Friday 4 pm – 6 pm

woodstocksmokejoint.com

#1
BBQIn Northern Ohio20212022Scene Magazine

by Marie Kirksey
If you're like me, a vegan living in 

Lakewood, you're always looking to try 
something new. Have you tried our new 
vegan delicatessen, Black Market Meats? 
If you haven't, you have no clue what 
you and your taste buds are missing.

A vegan deli concept, who would've 
ever thought of it? The owners and 
operators are Todd Kronika (who has 
been a plant-based eater for like 20 
years) and Cory Hajde, a very brilliant 
restaurateur. Todd's sister, Candice, is 
also a part of this delicatessen. She's 
usually working the deli counter with 
smiles and offering a suggestion if 
you’re unsure of which option to try. 
Black Market Meats offers an array of 
different sandwiches on a weekly basis. 
The house-made meats in combination 
with other local ingredients make up 
delicious sandwiches with names such 
as butter mushroom, chicken relish, 

Lakewood’s New Vegan Restaurant: 

Black Market Meats

salami Italian & hummus on sour-
dough just to name a few.

If you're not in the mood for a 
sandwich, they have vegan sides. These 
are not your grandmother's sand-
wich sides, unless she's vegan. They 
range from different salads like potato 
& broccoli to hummus and soups. 
They've recently added vegan cookies 
to the menu, but you have to get them 
while they last.

The next time you're craving a 
deli sandwich with a delicious vegan 
side but you don't want to travel far, go 
to Black Market Meats Delicatessen. 
They're located in the eart of our city 
at, 15613 Detroit Ave. The hours are 
Wednesday thru Sunday from 12-6p. 
Be sure to mention this article to get 
the owners to blush.  

Black Market Meats
15613 Detroit Ave, 
Lakewood, OH 44107

Owner Todd Kronika in the window, author Marie Kirksey and son Marquae Walls 
at the cash register, and Christina Osborne.

by Nancy Feighan
Oh, what fun we had at last Friday's Intergenerational Holiday Party at Cove! 

We crafted, chatted with Mrs. Claus, played games, painted ornaments, enjoyed a 
delicious potluck, and wrapped up the day with a cheerful movie. People of all ages, 
from babies to older adults, had a fantastic time!

Intergenerational Holiday Party At Cove

Dear LO editor, 
This is how I feel when I drive down Clifton Boulevard. Someone is always 

leaving me in the dust or following so closely you can see their nose hairs.
 Thanks, Nancy Vanderstein
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LAKEWOOD OBSERVER

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

Lakewood’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

by Holly Shaheen
At Christmas Eve church services 

growing up, the pastor had an annual 
tradition. He would split our congrega-
tion into 3 groups, and assign them each 
a phrase to yell out when he pointed at 
them. One group was “Good News,” 
another “Great Joy,” and the final group, 
“All the People.” He would spend several 
minutes pointing at various groups, con-
ducting them like an orchestra, until the 
words were really stuck in our heads. And 
stick they did. While I remember little else 
about what was said during those Christ-
mas Eve sermons, a few decades later I can 
still see the congregation shouting, “Good 
News, Great Joy, All the People!” 

If you’re familiar with the Christ-

mas story, or at least A Charlie Brown 
Christmas, you probably recognize the 
reference from the Gospel of Luke. An 
angel appears to a group of shepherds 
late at night to tell them about a miracle, 
saying, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for 
all the people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11) 

A lot of imagery during this season 
focuses on the humble location where 
Jesus was born, from nativity scenes 
to songs like Away in a Manger. As the 
first-time mom to a 6-week old son, 
this year I’ve been thinking more about 
how this Savior came into the world, 
rather than where he arrived. When 

Good News, Great Joy, All The People
time with fishermen, the sick, Roman 
Centurions, outcasts, religious leaders, 
adulterers, wealthy rulers, and small 
children. He is truly a Savior for all of 
the people. 

Regardless of who you are, there is 
good news for you this Christmas Eve, 
and that good news leads to great joy for 
all who hear it. “Hark!” the herald angels 
sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

Holly Shaheen is a Lay Catechist at 
St. Anselm Anglican Church in Lakewood. 
If you’d like to hear more about the good 
news of Christmas, please consider joining 
us at 4 PM on Christmas Eve, or visiting 
another church in the area. 

of vulnerability. His lot are susceptible 
to wind damage, as I've learned. “This 
tree should be removed before it lands 
on your house ,” I have been told.  

True, someday Brad Jr. will be 
gone. And (spoiler alert) so will I.

Today Brad Jr. stands strong, 
sprawling more and more with all the 
summer rain. He and The King and I 
are getting along just fine. And I really 
need their shade now – especially since 
the awning that hung over my west-
facing front door fell victim to the 
stubbornly hellacious winds this past 
spring and has gone the way of Brad Sr.

Roots Of Resilience
continued from page 9

we think of powerful beings, whether 
humans or God, probably the last thing 
that comes to mind is a newborn baby. 
They are completely dependent on 
those around them for care and protec-
tion. Yet God chose to send his Son to 
us as a newborn baby, in the same form 
that every one of us enters the world. 

From the beginning of his life here, 
Jesus unites himself to us in the very core 
of our humanity. And as the Christmas 
carols and nativity scenes remind us, 
his arrival is not proclaimed to kings or 
powerful politicians, but to shepherds 
in a field. As an adult he sought out peo-
ple from every walk of life, spending his 
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The Back Page

16506 Detroit Rd.   Lakewood, OH 44107

Are you facing a legal problem that impacts
Health? Housing? Family? Money? Employment?

Contact Legal Aid!
Browse legal information or apply for help 24/7 online: www.lasclev.org
Or, call 888.817.3777 during most business hours.

Legal Aid thanks the  
Healthy Lakewood Foundation 

for its outreach support!

We Treat You
           Like Family

216.731.9500
Ashleigh@vaccaroteam.com • joe@vaccaroteam.com

Ashleigh Vaccaro
Joe Vaccaro


