
Chances are you’re mentioned inside this issue.
If not, maybe you should be!
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Lakewood Observer Project And

Two From Lakewood Inducted 
In Journalism Hall Of Fame
by Debra O’Bryan

Last month I had the plea-
sure of seeing two people from 
Lakewood inducted into the 
Cleveland Press Club Jour-
nalism Hall of Fame-- a place 
where luminaries like Doro-
thy Fuldheim, Nev Chandler, 
Chuck Heaton and Louis B. 
Seltzer hang out!

First up was my fellow 
Lakewood High School Class of 
1980 graduate Mary Kay Cabot. 
Mary Kay grew up watching 
the Browns on Sundays with 
her dad, Joe Cabot, who was a 
Lakewood Fireman. Her love for 
Cleveland sports grew from him. 
Mary Kay is best known as the 
Cleveland Browns beat reporter. 
What most do not know is that 
it was Mary Kay that broke 
ground for women covering 
football and sports. Everyone 
sees that as the norm now but 
it was unheard of when she got 
her start with the Plain Dealer in 
1984 after graduating from Kent 
State University. Diminutive in 
stature, Mary Kay had to work 
harder to be recognized in the 
male dominated field of sports 
writers, gradually earning the 
coaches’ and players’ trust to 
become the longest tenured NFL 
beat writer in the country. She is 
also among the 49 elite selectors 
of the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

Today, besides covering 
the Browns for the Cleveland 
Plain Dealer/Cleveland.com, 
she is also an analyst for WKYC-
TV3,  she appears on ESPN 

and numerous radio stations, 
and she co-hosts the Orange 
and Brown Talk Podcast. She 
is married to former Lakewood 
resident Bill Murman, and is 
mother to three children.

Lakewood is so proud of 
you, Mary Kay!

The other Lakewood native 
I am proud to announce is my 
husband of 37 years, Lakewood 
Observer Founder and entre-
preneur Jim O’Bryan. Always 
marching to a different tune, 
Jim has been a dynamic force 
in every endeavor he has pur-
sued. From being one of the first 
to bring back hot dog carts to 
Cleveland in the 70’s, rebuilding 
and managing clubs and discos, 
to running Racing For Amer-
ica, a motorsports program 
designed to promote young 

American drivers around the 
world.  Jim was inducted into 
the Cleveland Press Club Hall 
of Fame for helping to start local 
Citizen Journalism in Ohio.

Although Jim had no pre-
vious journalism experience, he 
did have knowledge of publish-
ing. Working at B.P. America in 
the 80s and early 90s, Jim honed 
his skills as a designer and pho-
tographer earning himself six 
Silver Quill Awards for the pro-
duction of The BP Express, an 
internal, global publication. 
After leaving British Petro-
leum, Jim and I started our own 
business, A. Graphic Solution. 
Happily doing graphics, signage, 
silkscreening and photography, 
we never expected to start a 
newspaper... but I’ll let Jim fin-
ish this story. See Page 6.

The World Mourns A Legend

Bill Hixson
by Jim O’Bryan

Bill would have preferred me 
using the title of his book that he 
co-wrote with longtime employee 
and friend Mathias Burke, “An 
Ordinary Man Blessed With 
Extraordinary Experiences” 
but that title was taken. Buy the 
book, it is an amazing read.

I write this to celebrate a leg-
endary person, who was smart, 
talented, friendly, driven, joyous, 
and loving-- Bill Hixson, who 
was known as Mr. Christmas.

Bill began his life in April, 
1929. Born in Berea on the 
kitchen table, he would change 
the way many of us would view 
Christmas, and the past. He 
had that effect on the world.

Bill was a creative child and 
soon gravitated to art, cook-
ing, writing and gardening. His 

From left to right; Denise Polverine Manoloff, President Cleveland 
Press Club, Publisher at Cleveland Magazine. Rick Jackson, HOF 
inductee, Monica Robbins, recipient of the Chuck Heaton Award, 
Mary Kay Cabot HOF Inductee, Jim O’Bryan, HOF inductee for the 
Observer Project, Journalism, Photography and Entrepreneurship.

mom would give him money to 
buy lunch and instead he would 
buy seeds, ferns and plants. He 
became aware of a horticulture 
club that awarded class credits, 
and entered. While he did not 
win, it moved him in a direction 

that would become 
his passion and job.

His parents, 
realizing his love 
of flowers and 
plants, moved to 
an 11-acre farm 
in Parma. After 
trying to raise veg-
etables for sale 

Bill Hixson excitedly showing me 
the proof pressing of his book, 
“An Ordinary Man Blessed With 
Extraordinary Experiences”

Bill Hixson relaxing in the Christmas Tree 
Room, prior to opening for business in 2018

While he was known as Mr. Christmas, Bill just enjoyed holidays 
and celebration, especially Valentine’s Day. Here is a small selec-
tion of his massive collection.

By Deb O’Bryan
It was a close race this year 

with thousands of votes cast.
Congratulations to our top 

house on Lincoln, they have fin-
ished in the top ten the last 5 years!

See the winning homes on 
pages 12-13. Winning Voters who 
were randomly selected are: Rose-
mary Luby and Mika Joshua.

Winning Nominator who 
was selected is Anne Edouard.

If your home or name is 

LO Holiday Lighting Contest
Lincoln Home Finally Lands Top Spot

continued on page 12 First Place: 1544 Lincoln

continued on 
page 11
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Published twice a month with a current circulation of 10,000+ copies. The paper is made available 
free of charge and can be found at over 130 business locations within the City of Lakewood and on 
our website. The views and opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views 
and opinions of the publisher and staff. Copyright 2023 • AGS/The Lakewood Observer, Inc. All 
rights reserved. Any reproduction is forbidden without written permission. 

The mission of the Lakewood Observer is to attract, articulate, and amplify civic 
intelligence and community good will in the city of Lakewood and beyond.

Become an Observer!
The Lakewood Observer is a product of citizen journalism, which means it is a completely 

community-written paper. We are looking for volunteer writers, photographers, designers, and 
illustrators. It doesn’t matter if you’re a professional or an amateur, our editorial staff will be glad 
to help you through the process. Register to our Member Center at lakewoodobserver.com where 
you can submit stories, press releases, letters to the editor, photos, cartoons, drawings, etc. No need 
to register to post online calendar items or classified ads. Questions? Email our Associate Editor at 
betsy@ lakewoodobserver.com.

 Upcoming Submission Deadline Publish Date
 January 14, 2023 January 19, 2023
 January 28, 2023 February 2, 2023

www.lakewoodobserver.com

216.407-6818  OR  216.339.2531
PO BOX 770203, Lakewood, OH 44107
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THE MAYOR’S CORNER

The Lakewood Observer is produced by volunteers/residents of Lakewood. 
If you’d like to help this history-making 19-year-old project continue to publish the words, stories and images of fellow 

Lakewoodites follow the QR Code to the Member Center and sign up at www.lakewoodobserver.com/members. 
If you’d like to advertise with us contact: production@lakewoodobserver.com. 

Subscribe to the digital edition by sending a request to 
thelakewoodobserver.digital@gmail.com with “SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line.

Isn’t it time you joined this effort to report community news while preserving our history?

Happy New Near! The last twelve 
months have been another hectic but 
highly productive year here at City Hall. 
I’m proud of the exceptional work being 
done by all of our team – here are a 
few highlights of what we were able to 
achieve together this past year.

Cove Community Center Opens. 
Cove Community Center opened and 
united the City’s human services work 
in an easily accessible facility to serve 
Lakewood’s seniors, families, and 
youngsters. Services available include 
senior nutrition, transportation, and 
activity programs; the Lakewood Fam-
ily Room; Help to Others (H2O) youth 
program; community-based social 
work services; the juvenile diversion 
program; and flexible meeting spaces.

Neighborhood Paramedic Pro-
gram Launches. The City created a 
neighborhood paramedic program 
focused on preventing injuries and 
addressing medical issues before they 
escalate to a hospital or emergency room 
visit. The initial focus is fall prevention 
for seniors through home visits making 
them aware of how to avoid trip-and-fall 
situations. The program launch was sup-
ported by a $70,000 start-up grant from 
the Healthy Lakewood Foundation.

Car Seat Fit Stop Returns. Our Fire 
Department’s car seat safety program 
returned this year post-COVID, allow-
ing residents to have trained members 
of the department check and help install 
child safety seats in vehicles. This has 
been a huge hit, with high attendance at 
all of our monthly events.

Using ARPA Dollars for Police 
Capacity. We used ARPA dollars to help 
increase our authorized police officers 
by four to a maximum of 99. This will 
keep staffing at key thresholds and avoid 
any reductions in service while we deal 
with attrition from retirements, indus-
try-wide challenges with recruitment, 
and lengthy onboarding for new offi-
cers. We have also continued strategic 

Happy New Year Lakewoodites
by Mayor Meghan George

investments in equipment such as cam-
eras and radios.

Building Codes and Inspections. 
We did a deep dive on our building code, 
adding stiffer penalties for violations in 
large buildings and requirements that 
large buildings and parking structures 
regularly obtain a structural engineer’s 
report on building conditions. We also 
instituted the first formal survey process 
to assess the condition of all of the 1,500 
commercial buildings in Lakewood.

Downtown Development Momen-
tum. The City developed a formal term 
sheet with CASTO to redevelop the for-
mer Lakewood Hospital site. The deal will 
also retain one of Lakewood’s largest and 
growing employers, Roundstone Insur-
ance. The project includes the city’s largest 
new housing development in decades; a 
public plaza; commercial and retail space; 
and an increase to our municipal tax base. 
Site work began this fall, and our local 
committees are helping to guide finish-
ing touches on design as we move toward 
a 2023 construction launch.

Studio West. The City was happy 
to see phase one of this impressive and 
innovative project open late this year. Our 
team in the Planning and Development 
Department continues to work with the 
project developers to provide assistance as 
they realize their unique vision.

ARPA Support for Clean Water 
Infrastructure. The City’s inte-
grated wet weather improvement plan 
(IWWIP) was adopted years ago to pro-
tect our Great Lake and the Rocky River 
– but it also placed a large burden on 
our ratepayers. With that in mind, when 
Lakewood obtained tens of millions in 
ARPA dollars, we dedicated $25 million 
to help ensure a reduction in costs to 
our ratepayers, an investment that will 
pay off for decades.

Snow and Ice Control Plan. We 
announced the City’s first formal snow 

and ice control plan, to fully align and 
clarify our strategy across departments 
and increase capacity. New aspects in 
the plan range from ways to deploy 
more plows on City vehicles to policy 
changes that ensure additional person-
nel to cover holiday and weekends. The 
plan also includes a pilot project to 
provide free salt to residents for use in 
keeping home sidewalks walkable.

Foster Pool Revitalization. Fol-
lowing the summer swim season, the 
City began construction on a multi-
million dollar project to revitalize this 
beloved community asset. When com-
pleted, Foster Pool will have improved 
accessibility, a new competition and 
recreation pool, a water play ameni-
ties area, splash pad, and bathhouse 
renovations. The project also solves a 
longstanding leakage issue that caused 
an annual loss of one million gallons of 
chlorinated water.

Recycling & Refuse Facility/
Animal Shelter: The City began con-
struction on a new Berea Road facility 
that will serve multiple purposes, 
including streamlining and improv-
ing recycling and refuse services and an 
updated facility for humane treatment 
of stray animals, while allowing space 
to be freed up for the buildout of our 
water and sewer infrastructure in the 
Metroparks.

Green Initiatives. Lakewood con-
tinued its commitment to evolving our 
municipal fleet of vehicles, with older 
gas powered cars being replaced by fully 
electric or hybrid vehicles. The City 
also updated our tree plan this year and 
planted more than 400 new trees, with 
a special focus on our parks and areas 
with less canopy coverage.

As we enter 2023, I look forward 
to continuing to speak with all of you 
about your hopes and priorities for our 
wonderful City in the new year.

OBSERVATIONS

 

Saturday 
January 21, 2023 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

The need is constant. The gratification is instant. Give blood. 

Schedule an appointment on-line, call or download the Red Cross Blood Donor App 

Due to COVID-19, Face mask is optional. 
 

SAVE UP TO 3 LIVES!! 

 

 

1382 Arthur Avenue, Lakewood, OH 44107 (enter through school glass doors) 

 Please park in Kaufmann Park lot 

 

by Betsy Voinovich
The Lakewood Observer, the 

printed newspaper, and the 24 hour 
message board known as The Obser-
vation Deck have been in existence for 
19 years as of this past July. Congratu-
lations to us. When I say "us," I mean 
all of us. I'm referring to myself as an 
editor and writer on this paper, other 

Congratulations To You

Isn’t It Time You Joined This Historic Project
editors, our publishers, sales staff, 
delivery people, and advertisers, but 
most importantly, I'm talking about 
you, our readers, writers, and writers 
of the future. 

If you haven't heard, the Lakewood 
Observer is a community written paper. 

Every story you read was written 
by a member of the Lakewood commu-

nity who wanted to share something 
with you. This person sat down at a 
laptop, or picked up a notebook and a 
pen, and wrote down something they 
wanted the rest of Lakewood to know 
about. They are not paid professional 
writers, they aren't usually professional 
writers, and many wouldn't character-
ize themselves as writers at all. They 
are just like you. 

They are your neighbors and 
friends, business owners, representa-
tives of community institutions like 
schools, churches, City Hall, the Beck 
Center, Lakewood Public library, 
Lakewood Alive, any individual or 
group with something to say. 

If you've been reading this paper 
for a while, you know that our readers 
and writers have provided questions 
for candidates running for office and 
have taken on issues like the closing 
of Lakewood Hospital or the contro-
versy over whether Lakewood schools 
should be required to provide teachers 
for students who chose to remain home 
during the pandemic. We also— you 
also— cover the fun side of Lakewood, 
from restaurant and music reviews to 
horoscopes, comics, and articles and 
photos about anything you choose to 
share with your neighbors and friends 
about what’s going on in your world. 

From the beginning the paper 
has existed as an online website and a 
printed newspaper, available for free 
throughout the city, which makes 
it possible for everyone to partici-
pate, including those with no internet 
access. Writing for the paper is as easy 
as going to the website—lakewood-
observer.com— going to the Member 
Center and submitting a story. From 
there your story goes to our editors 
who prepare it for publication. No 
middleman. That’s it. A paper written 
by the community, for the community 
— a chance for our citizens to talk to-- 
and learn from-- each other. 

Through all of these years, resi-
dents have held fast and continued to 
write and submit the content of this 
paper, confident that their words were 
necessary and appreciated. So con-
gratulations and thank you! Thanks to 
you, this is the oldest community writ-
ten paper in the country--almost 400 
papers, and we’re still going strong. 

Interested in getting involved? Join 
us for an Observer Party where you 
can meet writers, share ideas and eat a 
lot of cupcakes. Check next paper for 
details. If you'd like to just get started, 
go to our website, click on Member 
Center, and start writing. Can't wait to 
hear what you have to say. 

by Mayor Meghan George
This is an important edition of 

the Lakewood Observer and I wanted 
to take a moment to offer some words 
of congratulations to Jim O’Bryan and 
The Lakewood Observer for the recent 
recognition Jim received from the Press 
Club of Cleveland. Last month, Jim 
was honored with an induction into 
the Press Club Hall of Fame in honor 
of his impressive career leading grass-
roots, community-focused journalism 
here in Lakewood. A peer in the Cleve-
land news world recently referred to 
Jim as “a local journalism pioneer” 
and “the soul” of Lakewood news, and 
those are fair descriptions. I fondly 
recall how my father wrote a “Welcome 
Letter” for the front page of the first 
edition of the Observer in June 2005, 
and since that time, Jim and his team 
have served our community well. The 
Observer continues to provide a venue 

Congratulations All 
Lakewood Observers 

to keep our residents informed and 
offers them a space for them to voice 
a spectrum of opinions on Lakewood’s 
direction. Congratulations, Jim, on a 
well-deserved honor, and keep up the 
good work!

Tuesday and Sunday are $2 Taco Nights
Best Brunch In Town! Saturdays at 11am & Sunday 9:30am

Mondays - Buy One, Get One - Black Angus Burgers
Wednesdays - Try our $5 Menu!

The first Lakewood Observer Proclama-
tion/Award from former OSU journalism 
student, Mayor Tom George and Council.

How fitting that our latest would be a 
proclamation from the current mayor, 
Meghan George!

The Observer has started to catalog 
all the awards we have gathered over 
the years. We tend to not toot our own 
horn, 99% of the time. In 2023 we 
celebrate together.
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LHS SPORTSLAKEWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY

Recovery is a
lifelong journey.

Addiction treatment works, people recover.

Connect with treatment today.
Call 216-623-6888 or 988

Learn about
recovery.

Tanya in recovery since July 25, 2007

Order Online @ romanfountain.com

GIFT  CardsAVAILABLE!

\\

Children’s And Youth 
Services Programs
by Jeffrey Siebert
Ukrainian Folk Tales and Craft

For Students in Kindergarten through Second Grade. Do you like stories 
about animals? Ukrainian folk tales and fairy tales often use animals to show us 
how we can succeed with the challenges life brings us and encourage us to never 
give up! Join us as we read Sirko, retold and illustrated by Olha Tkachenkoa and 
create a piece of Ukrainian art. Registration is required.

Wednesday, January 11, 2023 at 4:00pm - 5:00pm
Sunflower Embossing

For Students in Sixth through Twelfth Grade. Sunflowers are a Ukrainian 
symbol of peace and a national symbol of the country of Ukraine. Tooling and 
embossing are types of metal art perfect for beginning to proficient artists. Creat-
ing raised and depressed surfaces is embossing. Create a sunflower by embossing 
a sunflower design on metal. After an image is indented onto the copper sheet, 
it’s painted with black paint. Once the paint dries, students rub the surface with a 
plastic scouring pad. This only removes paint from the higher areas of the image 
and gives the metal sheet a deeper and more textured look. Registration is required

Thursday, January 12, 2023 at 6:00pm - 7:00pm
Friday, January 13, 2023 at 4:00pm - 5:00pm

Tissue Paper Sunflowers
For Students in Second through Fifth Grade. Help the Library grow a sun-

flower (paper) garden. The Library will create a garden inside of the Library as a 
visual tribute to Ukrainian people. Sunflowers are a Ukrainian symbol of peace. 
Create one giant sunflower out of tissue paper for the Library’s sunflower garden 
and one to take home. Hang your sunflower in your window at home! Registration 
is required.

Main Library- Wednesday, January 18, 2023 at 4:00pm - 5:00pm
Madison Branch- Thursday, January 19, 2023 at 4:00pm - 5:00pm

To sign up for any program, register online at lakewoodpubliclibrary.org/
youth or call (216) 226-8275, ext. 140.

by Naomi Schiffrik
Shout out of thanks to the Madi-

son Branch Library and their staff. 
They saved a part of Christmas for 
some little people and their parents. 
Grace Preschool, a Lakewood institu-
tion that has served Lakewood families 
for 42 years, had a problem with their 
heat system. The service company was 
called but with supply issues it would 
take some days to get it fixed. We knew 
we could not continue in the building as 
the weather was turning cold quickly, 

Thanks,
Madison Branch Library

but we did not want to disappoint the 
children and their families by not being 
able to host our family cookie exchange, 
our Happy Birthday Jesus party, and the 
program the little ones planned for their 
parents. As administrator of the school, 
I had to figure out what we were going to 
do. An inspiration came to me – would 
the library have space for us to use and 
would they be willing to have us there? 
They are across the street from us on 
Madison Avenue.

One call to the library and our 
dilemma was solved.We were able to 
use both their rooms downstairs and 
they worked perfectly – one as a class-
room and the other for the parents to 
meet and the children to perform. The 
teachers were able to bring all their 
projects and supplies over and get set 
up on Monday afternoon for class to 
meet on Tuesday morning and then 
again on Thursday morning. Words 
cannot express how thankful we are to 
the staff for their willingness to help us 
with two days – one for the 4-year-old 
class and one for the 3-year-old class. 

For me it was especially nostalgic, 
as I spent my early years in Madison 
Branch Library and I got to connect 
with a librarian whose children I had 
taught many years ago.  It was certainly 
one of the blessings of this holiday sea-
son for myself, for our staff, for the 
children and their families.

Thank you everyone at Madison 
Branch for being there for our families 
in a very meaningful way.

Naomi Schiffrik is the Administra-
tor of Grace Preschool, 13030 Madison 
Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio 44107.

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

Lakewood’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

by Dr. Charles Greanoff
Girls Basketball

December 30, 2022
Lakewood vs. Massilon
 A grinding, back a forth slog 

between Lakewood and Massillon 
changed when junior Ally Bookman 
scored 8 points late in the 3rd quarter, 
propelling the Rangers to a 53-43 win at 
the New East Gym tonight. From then 
on, the Rangers lead never fell below 
eight points (The Tigers had re-taken 
a lead mid way through the 3rd quar-
ter). As usual, junior Delaney Garcia 

 Swimming
Lakewood vs North Olmsted
LHS Boys and Girls Swimmers defeat North Olmsted. Charlotte Beno, Piper 

McElfresh and Ava Watts with 2 wins each, Zoe Bowers, Felix Piotrowski, JP 
McManamon and Logan Friend with 1 win. Stayed tuned for a full story on our 
resurgent swim program coming soon...

Dr. G’s Ranger Roundup: 
was the games' leading scorer (14) and 
rebounder (10). Lucy Henrikson (3) and 
Aya McAliffe (5) provided points and 
solid minutes off the bench. Senior point 
Guard Sam Hudak had 9 points and was 
a steady ball handler/distributor against 
strong defensive pressure. Senior Nette 
Doran played strong defense and made a 
critical three-pointer. Senior guard Syd-
ney Hampton scored 4 points and also 
handled the pressure well and handled 
the ball well. Senior Ava Carroll grabbed 
6 rebounds, scored 5 points, and had her 
usual strong all-around game.   Senior 
Jacquie Hudak and junior Sophia Zarbo 
did not score, but provided solid minutes 
of the bench. Sophia was another strong 
ball-handler, and Jacquie played strong 
defense. The Ranger defeated a tough 
opponent tonight, and it took the entire 
team to do it. They boxed out, helped 
each other on defense, communicated, 
and gave maximum effort. On another 
note, the JV's won a thriller (49-46) in 
overtime. It looked bleak, until Elizabeth 
Doup hit a 3 at the buzzer to tie the game 
in regulation. Helen Fraunfelder open-
ing the scoring in OT and the Rangers 

were on their way.   Basketball is a true 
team sport. I'm enjoying the Cavs season 
(despite tonight's loss)—they are a very 
likable crew. That said, there is nothing 
quite like rooting for the real home team, 
the one that grew up and lives here. The 
Lakewood Rangers are one team, from 
one town, that gives it their all. Long Live 
Lakewood.

December 22, 2022
Lakewood vs North Royalton
On Polar Vortex Eve, the Lakewood 

Ranger Girls warmed the hearts of 
their faithful with a gritty 53-46 road 
win over a determined North Royalton 
squad. Junior Delaney Garcia (pictured) 
led the Rangers in scoring (18), was 
a force on the boards and played her 
usual strong all-around game,, but 
it took a total team effort tonight to 
deliver a win. Senior Sydney Hamp-
ton (pictured), who has just recently 
returned to play after recovering from 
an injury, made key baskets and helped 
break the Bear press in the tension filled 
4th Quarter. Junior Sophia Zarbo (6 
points) came off the bench and likes 
make key plays—and baskets-down the 
stretch. Likewise, Senior Sam Hudak 
hit two game clinching free throws 
that reversed a Ranger cold spell from 

the line. Junior Ally Bookman scored 3 
points, but more importantly she played 
tough defense on Royalton's best player, 
Brooklyn Gambino, who still man-
aged to lead all scorers with 20. Seniors 
Ava Carrol (9 points) and Nette Doran 
(6 points) played her usual strong all 
around games.

After Lakewood stormed out to an 
early 8 point lead, the Bears found their 
rhythm and after the first quarter most 
of the game was played with the ranger 
up by 1-4 points. The Bears briefly took 
the lead midway through the 4th quar-
ter, but the Rangers never lost their 
poise, and thats when Hampton and 
Zarbo made some big plays.
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In 2005, the original Lakewood Observer crew getting the first of what would 
become many awards, commendations, and recognition for starting citizen journal-
ism, honesty in reporting, and real community building.

by Jim O’Bryan
Back in October I received a call 

from Carol Kovach of the Press Club of 
Cleveland. Carol was calling to say that I 
had been chosen to be inducted into the 
Press Club of Cleveland Journalism Hall 
of Fame for the Lakewood Observer and 
all of the Observer papers I had created 
along the way. She went on to say,“We 
believe you started Citizen Journalism 
here in Ohio, if not in the country!” 
While I was honored and taken aback, I 
thought back to the nearly 20 years that 
have unfolded. Instantly I said to her, 
“I do not go in without acknowledging 
the people that have helped to start the 
Lakewood Observer, and have taken 
part. Because, without an engaged com-
munity, this project would not have 
been possible.”  She agreed.

The actual induction ceremony 
was held on November 16th. A hum-
bling experience, as I joined ranks with 
true journalists who I have looked up to 
and admired. Being honored alongside 
Rick Jackson of Ideastream, and Mary 
Kay Cabot who is the face of Cleveland 
Browns coverage was unreal. As I men-
tioned in my acceptance speech, I don’t 
belong in the Hall of Fame by myself, but 
with everyone that has contributed in 
some way, and I will take them with me.

Then we started the long process of 
collecting the names of everyone who 
has taken part. After all, we all know it 
doesn’t mean a thing, until it is in print. 
So here in the first issue of 2023, we all 
walk through the door of immortality 
forever, and I couldn’t think of a better 
crew to walk through the door with!

The printed version of the 
Lakewood Observer began as a discus-
sion board, still called the Observation 
Deck. It was started shortly after Lake-
wood’s civil war over what was a strip 
mall proposal for the west end of 
Lakewood that would have changed 
Lakewood forever. Known as the West 
End Project, it would have forced 1,500 
out of their homes. During the course of 
the online civil war, we had battles that 
were way over the top. The very early 
days of social media where conversa-
tions were being twisted and used for 
political gain. Later, I learned one per-
son on one side was using 5 names, and 
5 people on the other side were using 
one name so they could answer the troll 
using 5. What also bothered us, the 
core group, was that most of the “facts” 
presented by City Hall and their blind 
supporters had no basis in fact. Soon the 
public saw through the lies, and voted 
to stop eminent domain and the project.

The discussion board ran smoothly 
with everyone using their one, real, vet-
ted name. Unheard of at the time, it was 
a way for better penetration. On a good 
day we were rivaling Cleveland.com 
for traffic, but we knew we were leav-
ing behind 60% of the population who 
needed the same information as those 
online. So DL Meckes, Stephen Davis, 
Kenneth Warren, Heidi Hilty, Dan Slife, 
Stephen Calhoun, Bill and Jan Davis, 
Mike Deneen and others held a series 
of meetings discussing what we should 
do and could do. After all, it had to be 
easy to run, sustainable in every sense 
and fun.

We came up with the print version 
of the Lakewood Observer. A product

we could deliver to doorsteps and 
put in people’s hands. It had been nearly 
20 years since Lakewood had a paper 
with their name on it. We would bring 
one back FREE for everyone. Immedi-
ately we realized that without a budget 
or money we would not have a real staff 
and office. We also realized two things: 
Lakewood was filled with people that had 
great stories and skills. Over the course 
of the next year, with Dan Ott and Rami 
Daud, we hammered out the software to 
make publishing a community newspa-
per driven by residents a reality.

It was shortly after the comple-
tion of the software I got a call from 
Future Heights in Cleveland Heights, 
they wanted a paper like the Observer 
in their city. At this point, there was no 
thought to other papers. Members from 
Future Heights were taken through the 
start-up process. This paper would be 
run by a non-profit, a first for the group 
and much of the print industry. It went 
up and started publishing papers within 
months, proving that the project could 
easily be set up in other communities.

After the Heights Observer’s first 
year, The City Club of Cleveland was 
hosting a luncheon discussion on “The 
Death of Print Media” presented by 
Lauren Fine, a print media consultant 

for Merrill Lynch. When asked at the 
end of a very sobering presentation, 

“Is there anything that can 
succeed?”her answer shocked everyone: 
“A small paper in Lakewood seems to have 
a business plan decades ahead of others.”

Lauren challenged me and the 
Observer to start papers in other commu-
nities. In quick succession, Collinwood 
was launched with the help of Mike 
Polensek and Betsy Voinovich who joined 
the Observer team. Next came Westlake, 
Bay Village, Parma, Seven Hills, Indepen-
dence, Euclid, Rocky River, Ohio City (2 
papers, Argus and Observer), The Healthy 
and Humane Observer for Northeast 
Ohio, along with the Great Lakes Cou-
rier (a biking enthusiast publication). I 
was getting approached by JumpStart, the 
Cleveland Foundation and others about 
new projects, about financing the com-
pany and taking it public.

Over the next two years, I met with 
many investors -- in retrospect none cared 
or even understood the soul of the proj-
ect. It became obvious, all they wanted 
were cheaper ways to cover or control the 
news. I had become disillusioned with 
people coming in to study the Observer 
then leaving and starting knock-offs like 
“Patch,” “Neighborhoods” and others 
that had nothing to do with a commu-
nity’s needs, news, or saving journalism. 
Instead it was all about profits, slashing 
costs, and control, always the control. 
The original thought was that papers like 
the Lakewood Observer could fill the 
small often costly gap in larger papers. 
Wall Street had already decided the best 
way to run a newspaper was with a skel-
eton staff, no printing, no delivery-- just 
more profits.

Today nearly 20 years after the first 
print edition rolled off the presses, the 
Lakewood Observer continues to run 
smoothly, with many thanks to Deb 
O’Bryan who runs the day-to-day busi-
ness side of the Observer, and of course 
the Lakewood community which con-
tinues to show up and add their stories 
and photos. Ken Warren and Steve 
Davis, my brothers in this who I miss 
terribly, I believe would be very proud of 
our accomplishment.

It continues to be a gift from one 
group of residents to our fellow neigh-
bors. One thing I make clear whenever 
I speak of the Lakewood Observer and 
our success, is that I am lucky to be in 
Lakewood, we have an intelligent, tal-
ented community that loves living here. 
I also make it clear, that without the vol-
unteers, basically all of us, we would not 
have been able to repeat this dance of 
love, respect and story telling for nearly 
twenty years and 400 issues.

This has been accomplished, by 
all of us working together for a better 
understanding community, our history 
and our future. With that in mind I give 
you the list of people I am taking with me 
into the Cleveland Press Club Journalism 
Hall of Fame. Let this be a written record 
of our thanks and gratitude for each 
other and what we have done, together.

From one Observer to another, 
Peace & Love.

Please consider joining this history-
making and recording project. It works 
best when we do it together.

All Lakewood Observers Awarded 
A Place In The History Of Journalism

Advisory Board/Editors

Photographers

Stephen Davis
Kenneth Warren

D.L. Meckes
Heidi Hilty

Bill and Jan Davis
Stan Austin

Lynn and Don Farris
Dan Slife

 Stephen Calhoun
Mike Deneen

Mark Tiemiski
Deb and Jim O’Bryan

Dan Ott
Rami Daud

Bryan Wroten
Leslie Basalla

Founding Members

Chuck Ayers
Stephen Calhoun

Julia Cindric
Gary Dumm

Laura Dumm
Moses Kakuska

Grace MacDermott
Scott MacGregor

Rob Masek
Nicka Petruccio

Jim O’Bryan
Greg Orosz

Mark Toneff
Brian Simko

Cartoonists/Illustrators

Sales Representatives

         LAKEWOOD’S HISTORIC COMMUNITY   WRITTEN JOURNALISM PROJECT  

Senatorial Citation sent to us from 
State Senator, and Observer, Nickie 
Antonio.

Congratulations to Observers and the 
City of Lakewood from State Representa-
tive and Observer Michael Skindell. See 
what the George Family sent on page 3.

The plaque I accepted November 11th, on behalf of all Lakewood Observers, which 
also hangs in the Hall of Fame at the Cleveland Press Club. So proud of all of us!

Aaron Barcus
Mary Bodnar
Troy Bratz

Maggie Fraley
Meg Greenwald
Laura Gonzalez

Bob Ignizio
Tim Kanak
Mel Page

Shari Page
Carlos Ramos
Bob Rosenbaum

Jennifer Scott
Tara Wendell
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Sam Abigail 
David Abineri 

Inese Abol 
Samitha Abusharekh 

Kent Adams 
Mazie Adams 
Susan Adams 
Justin Adkins 
Morty Agreen 

Gail Ahlers 
Rajeev Ahluwalia 

Dan Alaimo 
Lori Aldrich 
Renee Alfhof 

Judith E. Allen 
Matthew Allen 
Abigail Allio 

Kelli Almiroudis 
Kosta Almiroudis 
Selina Almodovar 
Patricia Alyward 
Andrea Anderson 
Darryl Anderson 
David Anderson 

Margaret Anderson 
Teresa Coyne Andreani 

Michael Andreani  
Ian Andrews 
Jessica Ang 
Ted Angel 

Elizabeth Anthony 
Nickie Antonio, State 

Senator
Rachel Anzalone 
Gary Arbeznik 

Maureen Arbeznik 
Nicole Argenziano 
Becka Armbruster 

Barbara Armstrong 
Vanessa Aron 
Jill Arslanian 

Farida Arslanova 
Bridgette Ashley 

Tim Askin 
Mona Atfield 

Kathy Augustine 
Kristina Austin 

Stan Austin 
Philistine Ayad 

Denise Ayers 
Nicholas Aylward 

Brad Babcock 
Maureen Bach 
Emily Bacha 
Anna Bacho 

Brian Baddour 
Adeline Bailey 

Kathy Bajic 
Bruce Baker 
Jenni Baker 
Kyle Baker 

Richard Baker 
Sam Baker 
Seth Baker 

Shannon Baker 
Larry Baldanza 

Carl D. Baldesare 
Michael Ball 

Karen Ballash 
Charles Ballou 
Donna Ballou 
Dele Balogun 

Edgar Banzhaf 
David Barach 
Jeff Barbalics 
Aaron Barcus 
Jake Barcus 

Jeremy Barker 
Kristen Barker 

Patricia N. Barley 
Deborah Barlow 

Dr. Michael Barnes
Jenny Barnett Rohrs 

Carol Barrett 
Sheila Barry 
Sophia Barry 
Sophie Barry 
Laurie Bartels 
Jared Bartley 
Aubrey Barto 

Kimberly Barto 
Anne Bartos 
Annie Bartos 
Daniel Bartos 
Leslie Basalla 

Tom Baskerville-
Rowland 

Chris Bata 
Colleen Batton 

Devin Baty 
Richard Batyko 
Megan Baucco 

Mary Kay Baxendale 
Audrey Bazyk 
Laura Beans 

Marinika Beaver 
Bob Becker 

Freddy Becker 
Jennifer Becker 
Thealexa Becker 

Suzanne Bednarchik 
Linda Beebe 
Paul Beegan 
John Behm 
Alex Belisle 

Trudy E. Bell 
Mike Belsito 

Hannah Belsito Fritzman 
Cheryl Beltz 
David Bemer 

Christian Bendahan 
Beth Bender - Thomas 

Dryck Bennett 
Michael Bennett 

P. J. Bennett 
Steve Bennett 

Michael Benning 

Michael Benovic 
James Benson 
Judy Benson 

Chamarra Bentley 
Michael Bentley 

Kristi Beredo 
Christopher Bergin 
Julie Beritenstein 

Chad Bernard 
Carmen Bernazzoli 

Rachel Berner 
Apryl Beverly 
Rachel Bibler 

Connie Bielalski 
Jason Bilak 

Angela Bilancini 
Judy Bilinski 
Dawn Bilski 
Paul Bilyk 

Christopher Bindel 
Ryan Birth 

Ann Bischof-Bockbrader 
Cindy Bischof-Steinbrick 

Hayden Bish 
Halle Bishop 
Patricia Bittel 

Matt Bixenstine 
Robert Blade 
Angela Blair 

Donna Blakesmith 
Celeste Blau 

Michele Blazina 
Glen Bleich 

Jeanne Bluffstone 
Jeff Blumenthal 

Liz Bly, Ph.D. 
Craig Bobby 

Alice Bocchiccio 
Gina Bodamer 

Evan Bodell 
Mary Bodnar 

Kristin Boggs State Rep
Lynn Boland 

Luanne Bole-Becker 
Alisa Boles 

Jacqueline Bon 
Robert Bond 
Nicole Boose 
Rick Borelli 

Nicole Born-Crow 
Sue Botos 

Anita Boutros 
Clement Bouvier 

Jaime Bouvier 
Alicia Bowen 
Jacob Bowen 

Michael Bowen 
Kimberly Bowman 

Conda Boyd 
Paige Boyer 

Leslie Boyer Bass 
Anitra Boyt 
Steve Bozsa 

Michael Bracken 
Sarah Bradic 

Tracey Bradnan 
Jenny Brady 

David R. Brainard 
Gerard Branco 

Ken Brand 
Tim Bratz 
Troy Bratz 

Alison Breckel 
Cynthia Breda 
Mary Breiner 

Kate Brennan-MacGregor 
Billy Brenninghouse 
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Robert Overman 

Jennifer Overstreet 
Leigh Owen 
Lisa Owen 

Monica Owen 
Randy Owens 

D.M. Pace 
Jennifer Pae 
Charlie Page 

Melissa Page 
Shari Page 

Kristine Pagsuyoin 
Glenn Palmer 
John Palmer 
Rita Palmer 

Rosemary Palmer 
Jack Palomaki 

Jacob Palomaki 
Anne Palomaki  
Greg Palumbo 

Annamarie Pamphilis 
J. R. Pandy 

Anastasia Pantsios 
Kelsey Paras 
Maria Parke 

Jessica Parker 
Kate Parker 

Sophia Parker 
Tony Parker 
Rachel Parks 

David Parsons 
John Parsons 

Larissa Paschyn 
Dennis Paszkowski 

Jackie Patsouras 
Janice Patterson 
Jeffery Patterson 
Nancy Patterson 

Kathy Patton 
David Pauer 
Quinn Pauly 
Rachel Pavey 

Lori Paximadis 
Shawn Payne 

Fred Pearlman Dr.
Daniel Peart 

Sarah Pechaitis 
Paula Pecko 

Terri Pedace-Burns 
Bonnie Peeples 

Beth Pence 
Steve Pepin 

Tara Peppard 
Nancy Peppler 
Michael Perel 

Nikki Perel 
Annalisa Perez 

Nora Perlta 
Chris Perry 
Meg Perry 
Ron Petras 

Charlotte Petrie 
Emma Petrie-Barcelona 

Genna Petrolla 
Nicka Petruccio 

Peter Petto 
Karen Pfahl 
Sam Philips 

Gerald Phillips 
Heather Phillips 

Jim Phillips 
Rob Phillips 

Justin Piccorelli 
Stacey Pickering 

Steven Piekutowski 
Molly Pilgrim 
Roy Pitchford 
Jordan Plotter 
Norma J. Pohle 
Susan Polakoff 

Debbi Polen 
Victoria Policard 

Lily Pollack 
Dave Popek 

Melissa Porterfield 
Kevin Potoczak 

Angela Potts 
Tom Bullock 

Danilo Powell-Lima 
Brian E. Powers 

Callie Powers 
Sabrina Powers 

Ted Powers 
Dick Powls 

Lauren Prebel 
Marjorie Preston 

Brad Presutto 
Christina Presutto 

Kim Pribisko 
Rebecca Price 

John Prim 
Norine Prim 
Gary Pritts 

Stephanie Pritts 
Lina Probst 

Mike Prochko 
Dora Pruce 

Daniel Pruitt 
Kaye Pryor 

Ryan Puente 
Caroline Purcell 

Debra Purcell 
Aaron M. Purdum 

Jenna Purdum 
Prasti Purdum 
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Jaret Pustai 

John Pyke Jr.
Dawn Pyne 
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Tara Quinn 
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Fernanda Quiroga 
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Tristan Rader 
Gina Ragone 

Donna Rakerd 
Heather Ramsey 
Roxann Ramsey 

Marvin Ranaldson 
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Malina Rauschenfels 
Matthew Rawlings 
Barbara Raymond 

Denise Raynes 
Jennifer Raynor 

LaTasha Redding 
Paula Reed 

Stephanie Reed 
Jane Reilly 
Mike Reilly 
Ziggy Rein 

Michael Rendon 
Charlotte Rerko 
Patricia Resor 
Maria Reyes 

Rebecca Reynolds 
Diana Rhodes 
Emilia Rhodes 

Stephanie Riccobene 
Gary Rice 

Michael Rice 
Robert Rice 
Hallie Rich 

Dorothy Richards 
Terri Richards 

Andy Richardson 
Carol Richardson 
Missy Richardson 

Gary Rick 
Jeanne Rickert 
Madeline Rife 
Anna Rigdon 
Kathy Rigdon 

Judy Riggle 
Daniel Rigney 

Katie Riley 
Brian Ritschel 

Bob Rittenhouse 
Kevin Ritter 
Susan Ritter 

Lizzette Rivera 
Luis Rivera 

Taylor Rivera 
Paige Robar 

Caitlin Robertson 
Charlotte Robertson 

Mitchell Robida 
Maggie Robinson 
Megan Robinson 

Tim Robinson 
Jessica Rocha 
Peter Roche 

Luke Rodgers 
Al Rodriguez 

Jamayraliz Rodriguez 
Jose Rodriguez 

Sandra Rodriguez 
Laura Rodriguez-
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Meran Rogers 
Sarah Rohland 

Mark Rollenhagen 
Miriam Roman 
Deby Romaniw 

Anthony Romano 
Saskia Romeo 

Saige Rook 
Trish Rooney 
Justine Rose 

Elaine Rosenberger 
Jessica Rosenblatt 

J. William Ross 
Laura Ross 

Kara Rossen 
Nancy Roth 
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Bill Rouse 

Charlotte Rouse 
Tom Rowell 
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Betty Rozakis 
Rita Rozell 

Joan Rubenking 
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Mandy Rupert 
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Bill Russell 
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Casey Ryan 
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Rita Ryland 
John Sabo 
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Ryan Salo 
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Kathleen Samoriski 
Tonya Sams 
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Eric Sandy 
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Laura Sangree 

Rick Sans 
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Rafael Santos 
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Matt Sattler 
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Greg Sawchak 
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Stacie Schafer 
Megan Scheer 
Molly Scheetz 
Mike Scherer 

Hilary Schickler 
Ann Schleckman 
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Teresa Schleicher 

Dale Schlenkerman 
Jennifer Schlosser 
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Bridget Schmitz 

Don Schmitz 
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Natalie Schrimpf 
Paul Schrimpf 

Mark Schroeder 
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Stephanie Schueger 
Mark Schulte 
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Norm Schultz 

Joanne Schwark 
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Megan Schwartz 

Susan Schwartz-Salontay 
Ann Schwarz 
Deemyi Scott 
Jennifer Scott 
Marilyn Scott 

Sarah Scott 
Suzy Scullin 
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Steve Sechik 

Anastasia V. Seckers 
Robert Sedlak 
Scott Sedlak 

Lisa Seelinger 
Donna Seemuth 
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Susannah Selnick 
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Lisa Serpico 

Jason Shachner 
Dana Shaffer 
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Betsy Shaughnessy 
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Lisa Shaver 
Susan Shaw 
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Nicole Shedden 
Bobbi Sheehan 
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Stephanie Sheldon 

Vera Sheline 
John Sheridan 
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Anne Shields 

Daniel E. Shields 
Ashley Shooltz 
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Mark Shultz 

Matthew Shumaker 
Julia Shutt 

Tammy Sibert 
Jeffrey Siebert 

Brian Sifter 
Bonnie Sikes 
Roger Sikes 
Dru Siley 

Angie Simone 
Terri Simons 

Michael Simpson 
Chris Sinagra 

Steve Sink 
Jaymee Skelly 

Michael Skindell, 
State Senator

David Skolyak 
Emma Sleva 
Ron Slezak 
Dan Slife 

Michell Slife 
Patrick Slife 
Paula Slimak 
Lauren Small 

Vicki Smigelski 
Aimee Smith 
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Brandon Smith 
Daniel Smith 

Eric Smith 
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Jacqueline Smith 
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Lisa Smith 
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Pam Smith 
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Hackel Snow 

Jan Snow 
Jeff Snyder 

Jillian Snyder 
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Daniel Sobotka 
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Ellen Stephens 
Jim Steponick 
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T. Stewart 
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Terry Stiles 
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Angie Stokes 
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Ashley Storer 
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Shannon Strachan 
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Paul Stratoti 
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Jessica Stringer 
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Polly Stringer 
Julie Strunk 
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Jamie Sullivan 
Shane Sullivan 
Linda Summers 

Michael Summers 
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Scott Suttell 
Andy Sutton 
Anna Sutton 
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Robert Swanson 
Sarah Swanson 
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Martin Sweeney 
Ryan Sweeney 

Lisa Sweo 
Amy Swinderman 
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Chris Switzer 
Shaina Switzer 
Bryce Sylvester 
Robin Sylvester 
Ruth Sylvester 

Mark Szabo 
Judith Szentkiralyi 

Mikayla Szuter 
Benjamin J. Szweda 

Andreas Tabor 
Lexi Tabor 

Carol Tackett 
Jordan Tadi 

Sujan Tamang 
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Gina Tatsumi 
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Tim Tavcar 

Mary Teconchuk 
Kaitlin Telling 
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Amy Thacker 
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John Thibo 
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Brandon Thimke 

Art Thomas 
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Earl Thomas 
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Lynn Thompson 
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Carol Thum 
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Jill Timieski 
Mark Timieski 
Colleen Timm 
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Michael Todd 
Michelle Todd 
Bob Togliatti 
Colin Toke 
Julia Toke 

Ken Tomaro 
Nikki Tomm 
Missy Toms 

Joe Toner 
Jay Toole 

Kelly Toole 
Stephanie Toole 
Karyn Torigoe 
Bethany Toth 

Molly Toth 
Robert Toth 
Judy Towner 

Tony Toy 
Lynn Tramonte 

Emily Trautmann 
Gina Trebilcock 

Lad Trepal 
Gloria Trevino 

Taylor Trimarchi 
Joan Tropf 

Debbie Tsiros 
Adam Tully 

Heather Tunstall 
Elian Turan 
Joan Turner 
Mike Tuttle 
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Randy Varcho 
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John Viglianco 
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Claire Vincent 
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Hannah Vogel 

Diane Vogt 
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Rachel A. Vuyancih 
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Erin Weber 
Jeff Weber 

Norm Weber 
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Jack Weigand 
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Erica Wills

Alyssa Wilmot 
Kristen Wilson 

Julie Wiltse 
Tia Winfield 

Colleen Wing 
Amanda Winters 

Meg Winters 
Jeremy Wise 

Jessica Withrow 
Donna Witmer 
Erica Witmer 
Amanda Wolf 

Jack Wolf 
Kristen Wolf 

Lorilynn Wolf 
Dar Wolnik 

Allison Wood 
Caryn Wood 

Ken Wood 
Martha Wood 

Casey Woodard 
Kathy Woodbridge 
Angela Woodman 
Monica Woodman 
Allison Woodward 

Jim Wooley 
Geoff Wopersholl 
Allison Workman 
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Torey Worron 
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Jonathan Wotring 
Sharon Woznicki 
Madison Wright 
Walter Wright 
Bryan Wroten 

Eva Wynn 
Jen Wynn 

Joe Yachanin 
Kim Yanoshik 
Nawar Yared 
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Angela Yeager 

Josh Yellon 
Jess Yenni 

William Yeung 
Alison Yonkers 
Emma Yonkers 

Mia Yost 
Ahmie Yeung 
Chris Young 
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Nate Young 
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Tina Zalewski 
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Danielle Zann 
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THE ADVERTISERS THAT POWER US LAKEWOOD MOURNS BILL HIXSON
A. Graphic Solution Inc.
Allstate Barber College

Annadele Alpacas
City Dweller

Computer Systems 
Development Services

4design
A Reliable Construction

A Shade Better
AB Plumbing Services LLC

Absolute Chem Dry
Acacia Place

The Academies
The Academy Of Rock Stars

The Apartment Place 
Achieve Fitness Studio

Acupuncture of Cleveland
The Adcom Group Inc.

ADAMHS Board of 
Cuyahoga County

AFS-USA
Agostino's

AGS Printwear
Aladdin's Eatery

All Trade Contracting Inc.
Allbright Power Washing

Allure Painting
Ally's Salon

Alzheimers Association
Amaezing Cuts

American Cancer Society
American Midwest Mortgage

American Pickers
Americare Kidney Institute

Amy Burns of 
Mary Kay Cosmetics

Anderson Transportation Service
Ang's Siding

Anytime Fitness
Apothacery Bar

Arc Ancient
Around the Corner 

Saloon and Cafe
Articles Consignment

Asian Martial Arts Center
Aspen Contracting Inc.

ATT
Attics & Antiques Liquidators

Auto Parts Unlimited
AXA Advisors

Nancy Azar 
Baba's Kitchen

Back to Basics Cleaning
Baker Motors

Baldwin Wallace University
Bar 2

Barton Senior Center
Bay Arts

Bay Village  Women's Club
Beachcliff Dental Associates of 

Rocky River
Beachland Tavern

Bearden's
The Beck Center for the Arts

Beck Cafe
Bee My Baby  Childcare 

and Preschool
Beer Engine
Bela Dubby

The Belvedere of Westlake
Benjamin Rose 

Michael A. Bentley of 
Bentley Wealth Management 

Institute on Aging
Beshe'

Best Greening Services
Best Lawn Service

Beyond Juicery & Eatery
BGE Technologies

Big Fun
Bike Lakewood

Bill Call
Birdtown Crossfit

Black Dot Company
Black River Historical Society
Blazing River Freedom Band

Bob's Appliance Service
Bobby Lynn Tailoring
Brady Custom Homes

Breeze Cleaners
Brennan's Floral

Brezina Group Realtors
Brickhaus

Bright Pink Org.
Brinkman-Dress 

Funeral Home
Broestl & Wallis Fine Jewelers

Broken Window Printing
Buckeye Community Bank

Burger King
Burges & Burges Strategists
Burning River Roller Girls

Calvary United 
Methodist Church

Camp Happiness of Cleveland 
Catholic Charities

Camp Roosevelt-Firebird
Candy Bouquet

Canopy
Capital Theater

Carabel Beauty Salon & Store
Carnival Fresh Farms

Carol Lynn's Salon Plus
Case Western Reserve University

Casie's Irish Imports
CCLAS

Center Road Nursery
Century Cycle
Cerny Shoes

CG Chartwell Group
Changes Hair Salon

Chartwell Real Estate Auctions
Chase Group Real Estate

Cheap Tobacco
Chris Bergin

Christ Church Westshore
Chuck It Containers

Church of the Ascension
The Church In Cleveland

The City of Cleveland Heights

The Cleveland Museum of Art
The Cleveland Orchestra

Circle Health Services
Citizens Bank

Citizens for 
Lakewood's Children

City Auto Rental
City of Lakewood

City Wide Renovation
Clark Financial Services
Class Act Resale Shoppe
CLE Turnkey Real Estate

Cleats Club Seat Grille
Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland Grill

Cleveland HVAC Pro
Cleveland Institute of Art
Cleveland International 

Film Festival
Cleveland Massage

Cleveland Metroparks
Cleveland Museum of 

Natural History
Cleveland Pain Relief

Cleveland Pickle 
Cleveland Restoration Society

Cleveland Vegan Society
Cleveland Window Restoration

Cleveland YMCA
Cleveland Zoo Society
Coin Wash Laundry

Color by Numbers Salon
Comfort Dental

Common Threads
Community Service Alliance
Community West Foundation

The Covenant Adolescent Chemical 
Cornucopia Inc. aka Nature's Bin

COSE
Cove United Methodist Church

Cox Communications
Cozumel

Crafty Goodness
Crazy Rita's

Crocker Park Art Fair
Cronies

Cross Point Church
Cudell Improvement

Cupcake Cravings
Curves

Custom Slipcovers
Cuttin' Loose Hair Salon

Cuyahoga Community College
CVS Pharmacy

D.J. Raymond Carr
John Craighead of 

Howard Hanna
Judge Patrick Carroll

Laura Rodriguez-Carbone
Linda Beebe

Lisa Crayton of 
Avon Cosmetics

Pablo Castro
Paul Beegan

Steve Barry Buick
Ted Calabrese of 

New England Financial
Tom Bullock

Tony E. Anthony
Troy Bratz of Keller Williams

Charles D. Dahill
Dairy Queen

Dance Lakewood
Daniel Pruitt Studios LLC

Danny's Deli
Dave's Cosmic Subs

Keith Davey
Decent Shape

The DeLeva Group
Ryan Patrick Demro
Dependable Electric

Designing With Nature
The Desk Set

Detroit Lakewood Automotive 
Diamond Cleaning Co.

Diverse Universe
The Doghouse Hotdogs

Dan Donelly 
Heating and Cooling

Wm. E. Donnelly 
Heating and Cooling
Dough Boys Bakery

DowntowN Lakewood
Droba Home Improvement

Drug Mart
D. Thomas Remodeling

Earth To You
EASI Auctions

Jon Eckerle
The Eclectic Mixx

Ecorondack
Eddie Cerino's
Eddie 'n Eddie

E & D's Landscaping
Edgewater Yacht Club

Edward Jones Investments
The Eye Center Of Lakewood

Eyes On Ireland
Tom Einhouse
El Carnicero

Emerald Necklace Inn
Erie DeSign

Erie Style Designs
Euphoria Health & Fitness

Evan's Construction
EveryBody Massage
Eyenstein's Optical

Sara Fagnilli
Fairview Hospital

Lynn Farris
Ed Favre

Fay's Psychic
Fedor Manor

Fine Wine & Tobacco
First Federal Lakewood

Fitness Edge
Fitzgibbon's Construction

Flora Cafe
Flower Entertainment

Flying Rib

 Lisa Forbes
Forbici Salon

Sophia Fotinos
The Foundry

The Foundry Concert Club
Fratello's Italian Restaurant
Friends and Family Holiday  

Gift Boutique
Future Heights

G T Bros. Automotive
Pam Gallagher Tours

Gallaria D' Arte
Garden's By Gaydos

Gary the Barber Angel
GBV Properties Ltd. 

Renovators and Remodelers
Tak Sato of Geek With A Heart

Charles Geiger
Geiger's

Geisel Heating and Cooling
Meghan F. George

Tom George
Georgetown

Generator Pros
Geppetto's

Gerst Tax and Financial Services
Get Cash

Giant Eagle
Gingham Goose Gift Shop

Girl Scouts of America
Girls Got Swing

Glass Bubble Project
Goddess Blessed

Gold n Touch Massage
Beverly Goldstein

Good Nature Organic Lawn
Good Soil Lutheran Ministries

Gordon Tower Insurance
The Gorilla

Got Your Back Massage
Grace Lutheran Church 

Preschool
Great Day Improvements

Greater Cleveland Aquarium
Great Finds

Great Lakes Community 
Wellness Center

Great Looks Painting
The Greek Village Grille

Green Smart Gifts
Green Thumb Florists

Gregg Mazurek of 
Collector's Gallery

Habitat For Humanity
Brandon Hall
Handy Rents

Hanson Services Inc.
Sharon Hatcher of On the 7 Jazz Cafe

Haute Stuff
Health & Balance Institute

Healthy Lakewood Foundation
Heem's Auto Connection

Helvetica Taco's and Crepes
Herb's Tavern

HFLA of Northeast Ohio
Gregory Hillow

Hi Fi Concert Club
Higher Healing by Hank

Historical Research Partners
Bill Hixson of 

Hixson's Flower Barn
Hobby Key Works

Mark T. Hofelich of 
Nationwide Ins.

Michael H. Holbrook 
Attorney at Law

The Holden Arboretum
Holistic Lakewood

Home Alone Pet Sitting
Home Instead Senior Care

Homes Ohio
Honey's Gourmet

Hospice of the Western Reserve
Howard Hanna Smythe Cramer

 H & R Block
HRI Home Restoration 

Investments
HRI Roofing

Hungry Howie's Pizza
Huntington Bank

Ice Cream Joy
Image Painting & Contracting

Imperial Home Center
Imperial House Apartments

Independence Mortgage Services
Independence Village
India Food Emporium

India Garden
Indulge Coffee & Tea

Innovative Networking
Integrity Window & Door

Italian Creations
It's A Party

Martin Jaffe
Jammy Buggars

Jennifer's House Cleaning Service
Eliza Jennings Senior Care

Jibaro
Joe's Lakewood Computer

Johnny Malloy's
Libby Johnson of Rath Realtors

Jordan's Family Foundation
Just 4 Girls Boutique
 Just U Relax Massage
Christopher Kaspar

Marcy Kaptur
KB Confections

Sarah Kepple
Cynthia Kessler PH.D.

Karen Kilbane of Jazzercise
Katie's Clean & Green 

Laundry Center
Kennedy's Gutter Cleaning

Kenilworth Tavern
Kid Advanced Academy

Kidz Art
KLS Landscaping

 Kiwanis International
Knapps Madison Auto Service

Ruth Koenigsmark

Don Kramer of Allstate
Lacey Paraphernalia
Lake Erie Crushers

Lake House Cafe Deli & Grill
Lake House Salon and Spa

Lake Ridge Academy
Lakeside Ceramic
LakewoodAlive

Lakewood Animal Shelter
Lakewood Anglican Church. 
Lakewood Anglican Initiative

Lakewood Arts Festival
Lakewood Baptist Church

Lakewood Catholic Academy
Lakewood Chamber of Commerce

Lakewood Child Care Center
Lakewood Christian Church

Lakewood Christian Service Center
Lakewood City Schools

Lakewood City Schools Recreation & 
Education Department

Lakewood Community Festival
Lakewood Community Services Center

Lakewood Congregational Church
Lakewood Congregational United 

Church
Lakewood Democratic Club

Lakewood Dental Group
Lakewood Express

Lakewood Family Collaborative
Lakewood Farmer's Market
Lakewood Garden Center

Lakewood Hardware
Lakewood Historical Society

Lakewood Hospital
Lakewood Hospital Foundation

Lakewood Is Art
Lakewood Lawncare

Lakewood Lutheran School
Lakewood Meals On Wheels

The Lakewood Music Collective
Lakewood New Life Church

Lakewood Optical
Lakewood Presbyterian Church

Lakewood PTA
Lakewood Public Library

Lakewood Republican Club
Lakewood Senior Health Campus

Lakewood United Methodist Church
Lakewood Surveys

Lakewood United Methodist Church
Stephanie Lane Attorney at Law

Landfall Travel
La Pita Express

Timothy Laskey CPA
Laskey-Costello CPAs

Jeffrey W. Laubmeier D.M.D.
David Lay Photography

LEAF Lakewood Earth And Food
League Of Women Voters
Legacy Waste & Recycling

Legal Aid Society of Cleveland
Lessons with Julie

Life Line Screening
Lighthouse Treasures

 John Litten
Little Caesar's Pizza
Live Well Lakewood

Lion and Blue
Carl Lishing of Health Markets

LOBC Lakewood
Local Girl Gallery
Loco Leprechaun

Ron Lucien
Lutheran Hospital
Scott MacGregor

Madison Avenue Car Wash
Madison Avenue Family Dentistry

Madison  Square Garden Apart-
ments

Mad Tex Burgers n' Mex
MAMA - Madison Avenue 

Merchants Association
Madison Rose Bookstore

Madison Village Car Kulture Show
Magnificat Catholic High School

 Mahall's Twenty Lanes
Maltz Performing Arts Center

Mama Mia's Pizza
Marrell Music

Mars Bar
Cindy Marx

Carol Leigh Mason of 
Mary Kay Cosmetics

Clifton-Gaston Allen Masonic Lodge
Massage Green Spa

Master Handyman LLC
Master's Touch Painting

Max Tan
McCarthy's Ale House

McGown & Markling Co. L.P.A.
McGuire's Painting

McKay Bros. Co.
Amy McMahon

Media Resources
Melt Bar & Grilled

Michelle Mehaffey of Keller Williams
Men of Independence 
Barber Shop Quartette

Men's Cuts
Merry Arts Pub & Grille

Met Life
Metro Health Lakewood 

Health Center
Metropolitan Home Design & Staging

The Mind Body Sanctuary
Mindy's Cleaning Services

Mr. Hero
The Movement Factory

Mullen's of Letterfrack Irish Pub
Mullen's On Madison
The Music Settlement

Robert Myer's Insurance
My Mind's Eye

Nally Irish Dance Academy
Namaste Indian Cuisine

Lavar Nathan
Natural Healing Trends

Tess Neff
Neighborhood Family Practice 

Community Health Centers
Neighborhood Housing Services of 

Greater Cleveland
Neighborhood Pediatrics

Neubert Painting Inc.
J.T. Neuffer

Nickels & Andrade Funeral Home
Nielson Construction

Niko's
The Normandy

Norris Family Chiropractic
North Coast Promotions

North Olmsted Animal Hospital
Northwesterly Bloomfield 

Senior Living
Judy Nupp of Realty One

Nunzio's Pizzeria
Nye Financial Group

Sharon O'Donnell of Realty One
O'Donnell's Pub

Ohio Chautauqua
Ohio Savings Bank

Dan O'Malley
Omega Cut

O'Neill Healthcare Lakewood
Oriental Palace Buffet

Pacer's
Kristine Paguysion

Paintless Dent Removal
Paisley Monkey

Panda Wok
Pandy's

Panini's at the Riviera
PC RESQ

Parties R Us
Patio Enclosures

Pepper's Italian Restaurant
Pet's General Store

Pet Pastries
Phoenix Coffee

The Phoenix Project Ministry
Piece By Peace Movers

Phil Bova Baseball Camp
Pizza Pan

Place A Pet Foundation
The Place To Be Restaurant

Plank Road Tavern
Plantation Home

Pilgrim Congregational United 
Church of Christ
Pine River Village

Pixure This Photo Studio
P.M.K. Paintworks

Power Of Life Chiropractic and 
Wellness

Premier Landscaping
 Premier Garden Center

Premier Physicians
Preserving Tomorrow's Memories

The Presidential Apartments
Brad Presutto

Pride Of Cleveland Scooters
Primary Residential Mortgage Inc.

Prodigal Church
Progressive Urban Real Estate

Pro Mobile Detailing
Prudential Lucien Realty

Ken Pullen
Pug Mahones

Puma Yoga
Quaker Steak & Lube

Queen Bee Clean
Tristan Rader

The Ranger Shop
R. Analytical Services Inc.

Ready Space LLC
R & R Reiki

Reagle Beagle
Realty One

The Red Rose Cafe
Rehab Professionals of Cleveland Inc.

Reliable Construction
John Rehner Fine Art & Framing
Richard Toth of Rent a Husband

ReStore
Revelations Hair Salon

Don Rite Home Improvement
Rite Price Construction

River Colors
River Trading Co.,

River West Construction
Maggie Robinson of Howard Hanna

Rockport Counseling
Rockport Square

Rocky River Chamber of Commerce
Rocky River Public Library
 Rocky River Senior Center

Roman Fountain
Roman Ricci

Rood Food & Pie
The Root Cafe

Rosewood Place
Ross Deli

Ted Roulette
Round 2 Clothing
RoVal's Boutique

Rozi's Wine House
RTA

Dr. Bryan Ruocco
Rush Inn

Russell Chiropractic
Rust Belt Rider's Composting

Lou Ruvo Center for Brain Health
Brian Salem of Keller Williams 

Real Estate
Salon Blue

Sacred Hour Massage and Yoga
Samson's Hair Salon

James W. Satola
Save Lakewood Hospital Committee

Save the Humans
S.O.S. Save Our Software,

Ryan Salo of Allied Home Mortgage
Mark Schneider

Scott Electrical Services Ltd.
Screw Factory Artists

Security Plus of Northeast Ohio
Self Healing at Light Speed

Susannah Selnick
Seniors Helping Seniors

Shamrock Tavern & Bane Boys
Dan Shields
Scott Sharp
Shen Yun

Shepp Electric Co.
Silhouette School of Dance
Simply Esthetics Petite Spa

Skettle Automotive
Michael Skindell

Slife Heating and Cooling
Society Dry Cleaners

Somethin's Smokin Cafe
Souper Market

Spirit of America Safe Boating
Stanley Ferry Cap

Star Spectrum Metaphysical 
Boutique

Stanley Engineered Fastening
Starkey Painting
State Farm Ins.

St. Augustine Health Ministries 
Child Enrichment Center

St. Cyril & Methodius Catholic 
School

St. James Anglican Catholic Church
Bryon Stenger

St. John West Shore Hospital
 St. Mary Romanian Festival

St. Paul Lutheran School
Roger Stearns

Streat Burger Bistro
Steel Valley Federal Credit Union

Stem Homemade Soap
Sullivan's Irish Pub

Mike Summers
Sushi Rock

The Sweet Spot
Taco Tontos

Tan with Kare
Taste of Europe
Brian Taubman

The Tea Lab
Tease Hair & Body Parlor

Terra Realty & Development
Dependency Treatment & 

Prevention Center
Thirsty's Little Bling Shop

Three Birds Restaurant
Tiger Air

TLS Tree & Landscape Services
T-Mobile

Top Choice Painting
Torey's Threads

Tracey's Karate Studio
Trinity Cathedral

Trinity Lutheran Church
Triple Peaks Roofing

Tuck Point Turner
Turnstyle Boutique

Two Dad's Diner
United Garage Door

United Way of Greater Cleveland
The University Of Akron

University Circle Inc.
 University Hospitals

Sunny Updegrove of Howard Hanna
Uptown Lakewood Business Alliance

Urban Kutz
U.S. Air Force

U.S. Army
Vaccaro Team Realtors

Value World
Vance Music Studios

Vargo Vacuum
Vase to Vase
Julie Vedaa

Verne & Ellsworth Hann Inc.
VFW Post 387
Village Bicycle

Villas At Waters Edge
The Violin Studio

Vintage Apparel: Made in Cleveland
Virginia Marti College

Vosh Lakewood
Wall to Wall Transformations

Warehouse of Terror
 Waterbury Coachhouse

WEB S.W.A.T.
The Welsh Home

56 West
Wendell Design

Wendy Werman of ReMax
West End Tavern

Westerly Apartments
West Clinton Historic Haunts

Western Reserve Historical Society
Westlake Express Cab
West Of Venus Vintage

West Shore Career & Technical 
District

Westshore Midwifery Associates
Westshore Primary Care

West Shore Wine Co.
West Shore Women's Health Associates

Westside Flea
Westside Yoga Studio
Whitmer's Lighting

The Winchester
Window Universe

Winterhurst Ice Rink
Wired Right

Jeff Wise
Wobblefoot Gallery

The Woods Restaurant
World Heritage Hosts

The Wrestling Factory of Cleveland
The Yardist Lawn & Garden Service LLC

Yellow Light Solar
YMCA of Lakewood

Yoga West Studio
Youth Opportunities Unlimited

Zumba Fitness
Z-Wireless

Delivery
St. Andrew Lesica 

Paul Kompier

didn’t work, Bill went to work for a 
couple Cleveland florists before going 
to Knoble Flowers. At this point his old 
horticultural teacher would have him 
come back and teach students floral 
arrangements which he loved. Teach-
ing was something Bill did up until a 
week before Christmas. That’s right, 
Bill was still teaching flower arranging 
right up until the end of his life.

As a young man, Bill was drafted 
for the Korean War. While he did not 
go overseas, he gained many life expe-
riences. Although Bill Knoble was his 
mentor, coming home

Bill realized he had outgrown 
Knoble’s. With $3,000 and help from a 
friend, he opened his first flower shop 
and school at 13615 Detroit Avenue. 
All he had were some tables and chairs, 
from the dissolution of the Knoble-Hix-

Bill what he thought, Bill answered 
and said, “Not much, it’s not the foam 
that’s holding the flowers, it’s the 
chicken wire wrapped around it.” The 
man asked Bill down to his company for 
a visit. Bill explained how the product 
could be made so much better. Vernon 
took all of Bill’s recommendations and 
they came up with the green clay now 
used by most floral arrangers, Oasis. 
Revolutionizing the industry, Bill cov-
ered major cities in every state teaching 
florists how to use the product.

In the year following the big inven-
tion, he became an FTD Florist, and 
the business took off. Soon they needed 
more space, and a friend mentioned an 
old buggy/car wash on Detroit Avenue. 
Hixson’s Flower Barn was born! Rebuilt 
with salvaged barn wood from local 
farms, to fit the name. Always ahead of 
his time, in the 60s, Bill Hixson’s crew 
were known as being “a little Bohemian.” 
Perhaps some of this came from the 
charming Eunice Sowiak, who had just 
arrived in Lakewood from Moose Jaw, 
Canada. She was a young woman who 
responded to an article, took classes from 
Bill, and went on to become his trusted 
partner. Together they built a business 
that encompassed working with staff 
from all the major department stores to 
develop bridal shows. Bill knew that if he 
could reach a bride early in the planning, 
he would get the business.

Everywhere he went he would 
gather ideas, friends and important 
business contacts. It is hard to talk with 
Bill and not get motivated. He had that 
magic. Growing tired of changing the 
window every two weeks, an employee, 
Susan Luehers, made the giant Raggedy 
Ann Doll that still sits in the window 
50+ years later.

In 1963, Bill was invited to Japan 

to teach Western Floral Arrangements. 
What started with 2 people, became 20, 
then 100, finally over 1,500 attending 
his classes. This spurred Bill to write a 
book in both English and Japanese for 
his friends and students. Bill continued 
to go to Japan throughout the years;

his love of the Japanese people and 
culture were evident. One of his

proudest philanthropic endeavors 

The World Loses A Legend - Bill Hixson

An Ordinary Man Blessed With Extraordinary Experiences

Lakewoodite Dave Buehler speaking with Bill Hixson about Lakewood’s Templar 
Motor Car Museum. Bill was fascinated and dreamt of driving one this summer.

son School of Floral Design. That first 
year was tough, the saving grace was a 
friend who suggested selling Christmas 
trees, which made a small profit. Then 
Bill Knoble called to see if Bill Hixson 
could take over some of his work, espe-
cially with the hospitals and funeral 
homes.

During this time Bill attended the 
rival FTD Florist Convention, where 
he met Vernon Smithers who was dem-
onstrating a product to go up against 
Dow’s floral Styrofoam arrangement 
foam. Asking

was donating to orphanages in Japan.
Bill’s classes in Lakewood also 

grew. It was during one of his LHS audi-
torium classes, yes that is correct, an 
entire auditorium to house everyone, 
Bill was reintroduced to Nancy Clarke. 
Nancy had attended a couple classes 
and was looking for a job. She called the 
White House to see if they needed a flo-

Bill Hixson in the massive Christmas Ornament Room, showing off the Hixson ornament which was new at the time.

Most saw Bill signing one of the thou-
sands of ornaments he designed and 
sold. It was a tradition.

by Daniel Sobotka
I was sad to hear that Bill Hixson 

from Hixson’s in Lakewood died yes-
terday at the age of 93.

I visited the store just two weeks ago 
and we had a real conversation. He was 
half-Ukrainian just like me and we dis-
cussed the war going on now over there, 
sharing our personal feelings about it.

Hixson’s was a magical place and it 
was all because of him. He sold memo-
ries and he’s definitely given me many 
over the years. My son’s Christmas tree 
is full with just some of them.

These were some photos from that 
visit. I asked him if I could take his 
photo which I did but when I showed 
it to him he didn’t like the fact that his 
arms were up so he asked me to take 
another.

Bill Hixson…ever the consum-
mate arranger!

Remembering Bill Hixson

I Cannot Think Of Christmas 
Without Mr. Christmas
by Kyle Weigand

The news of Mr. Hixson’s recent 
passing hit me harder than expected. 
Memories of countless hours spent 
in the store with him and Eunice 
came flooding back. The relationship 
between he and my parents goes back 
nearly fifty years, starting when he 
designed  custom holiday pieces in the 
70s for their Lakewood home including 
some we still use!

Kyle with Eunice in 2019. 

A young Kyle Weigand in front of the 
cherished mantle piece designed by 
Bill Hixson.

Still in use fifty years later!

Photo of Bill Hixson this December by 
Daniel Sobotka

continued from page 1

continued on page 14
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HOLIDAY LIGHTING WINNERS 2022 HOLIDAY LIGHTING WINNERS 2022

13362 Madison Ave.
 Lakewood, Ohio • (216) 226-8828

Kitchen Hours
Monday – Thursday – 4PM–10pm

Friday – 4PM–11pm
Saturday – 12pm–11pm

Sunday – 12pM–9PM
Bar is open later…

Happy Hour Monday – Friday 4 pm – 7 pmHappy Hour Monday – Friday 4 pm – 7 pm

woodstocksmokejoint.com

#1
BBQIn Northern Ohio20212022Scene Magazine

First Place - 1544 Lincoln

Third Place - 14410 Bayes

Second Place - 1258 Edwards

Fourth Place - 16131 Lake

Fifth Place - 1248 French

Sixth Place (tie) - 13217 Hazelwood

Sixth Place (tie) - 1458 Northland Eighth Place (tie) - 1303 Nicholson

Eighth Place (tie) - 1450 Mars

Tenth Place (tie) - 2064 Clarence
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Tenth Place (tie) - 1604 Lauderdale
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listed here, congratulations on win-
ning and thank you for taking part in 
our annual contest. Please email: pro-
duction@lakewoodobserver.com or 
call/text: 216-339-2531 to schedule a 
time to drop of your prize(s). 

We look forward to meeting you. 
Above all, thank you to our 

generous sponsors who make it all pos-
sible: India Garden, the Root Cafe, West 
End Tavern, the award-winning Wood-
stock BBQ, and Carabel Beauty Salon 
and Store.

Finally A Winner
continued from page 1
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LAKEWOOD MOURNS BILL HIXSON AROUND TOWN

Treat your (future) self.
Big rate. Pick your term.

3-6-9 month CDs @ 3.55% APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is 3.55% for the 3-month certificate, 3.55% for the 6-month certificate, 3.55% the 9-month certificate and is accurate as of 12/2/2022. At maturity, the 3-month certificate automatically renews for a term of 3-months, the 6-month certificate 
renews for a term of 6-months, the 9-month certificate automatically renews for a term of 9-months. Promotional rates available for new money only. New money is defined as money not currently on deposit with the bank. Funds must remain on deposit for the term of the  

certificate. A penalty for early withdrawal may apply. Fees could reduce earnings. The minimum to open the certificate of deposit is $500. This special is available for a limited time and is subject to change without notice.

ffl.net/ratespecial
 Small Medium Large Party Tray
 6 cut 9” 8 cut 12” 12 cut 16” Half Sheet
Plain $8.25 $9.75 $13.25 $14.25
1 Item $9.00 $10.75 $14.50 $16.00
2 Items $9.75 $11.75  $15.75 $17.75
3 Items $10.50 $12.75  $17.00 $19.50
4 Items $11.25 $13.75  $18.25 $21.25
Deluxe $12.00 $14.75  $19.50 $25.00
Extra Items $ .75 $1.00 $1.25 $1.75
Chicken $2.25 $2.75 $3.75 $4.75
Extra Cheese & 
   Special Toppings $1.75 $2.25 $3.25 $4.25

PIZZA

AVAILABLE TOPPINGS:                                           Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onion, Green Peppers, 
Red Peppers, Anchovies, Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black Olives, Hot Peppers, 
Ground Meat, Pineapple, Jalapeño Peppers 
                                      Artichoke Hearts, Tomato, Broccoli, Chicken

Since 1990  ·  32 Years in Business!
Now Serving 4 Locations!

Lakewood, Cleveland, Akron, 
and ParmaOPEN:

Monday - Thursday
4pm - 3am

Delivery till 3am

Friday -Saturday
 4pm - 3:30

Delivery till 3:15

Sunday 
2pm - 1am

Delivery till 1am
17615 Detroit Avenue   ·   216-228-2900  nunziospizza.net

SPECIAL TOPPINGS:

The World Loses A Legend - Bill Hixson Dead At 93

An Ordinary Man Blessed With Extraordinary Experiences

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type

to stress the importance of a slow

and steady approach. However, in

this case, the ability to

speed-read may prove

modestly beneficial to

you. Because the sooner

you finish, the sooner

you’ll be reminded of

the significant value

in starting to plan for

retirement early. You

see, with each tick of the second

hand, your retirement edges

closer. Which is why we’ve always

believed there’s no such thing as

planning too early. Thanks to the

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful

process we’ve employed

from day one, Raymond

James advisors have

helped countless clients

reach the finish line

with the necessary

resources to accomplish

all the next things they

wanted to do. It’s time

to find out what a Raymond

James financial advisor can do

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting 
gratuitous, the rooster’s 

commitment to starting early 
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and 
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636 

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
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JANUARY
ARIES: The Ram’s great at start-

ing things; you’ve got Jupiter in your 1st 
house & the Sun in your career sector 
for your NYResoulution; resolve to fol-
low through & finish one damn thing

TAURUS: The Bull, on the other 
hand, is great at follow-thru, but dam-
mit Bull, this year, promise the world 
you’ll change something; yes, take a 
risk, shake the dust off of Steady Eddy

GEMINI: The Twin is the Zodiac’s 
version of the Road Runner, always on 
the move; for your NYResoultion, slow 
the hell down, especially with Mercury 
Retrograde & Mars Rx in Gemini

CANCER: The Crab’s focus, career 
& partnerships; moving forward into 
2023; you like to stay in the security of 
your shell, do something this year that 
scares the living daylights out of you

LEO: The Lion/Lioness does ele-
gant like no other, & you’re one of the 
most generous of the Zodiac, this year 
pick a cause that is close to your Lion’s 
heart, and donate your time or money

VIRGO: Virgos, we love you, we 
do; however, for 2023, maybe take the 
white gloves off a few times more often, 
lay off the criticism, & that includes the 
self-criticism, don’t worry-be happy

LIBRA: You shine in your relation-
ships & home/family this month. You 

Some Of The Messages Posted On Bill Hixson’s Passing
A small sample of the hundreds of messages left with the LO.

Karen DiGregorio “Went into the store before Christmas and was lucky enough to 
meet Mr Hixson after all these years. Received a red carnation from this gentle man.” 

Barbara Knill Rook “He and Miss Eunice gave me my first job back in the 
‘70s. They were inseparable and are together again, almost a year after her passing. 
Godspeed Mr. Hixson.”

Pamela Griebel Tippie “Oh I’m so sad to hear this. A stop there has been one 
of our favorite Christmas traditions. He always took time to make conversation. 
We will miss him.”

Mary Carol Warren Lucic “Lovely tribute you wrote! A tremendous loss for us all!”

Joseph McClain “So sorry to read this. We lived around the corner from Hixson’s 
and they were very much a part of our Lakewood life.”

Cynthia J Remer-Souris “What a great run he had. Rip Mr Hixson.”

Diane Virostko “Sad news indeed. I hope that Hixson’s continues to be a fix-
ture here in Lakewood.”

Karolyn Isenhart “Lakewood will never be the same.”

continued from page 11

Photo by Daniel Sobotka of Bill Hixson walking out of the store, taken a couple 
weeks before his death this year.

weigh everything out, balancing the 
scales; for your NYResolution, go to a res-
taurant with 25 burgers & pick one fast

SCORPIO: Scorpion, put the 
Stinger away a little more this year; you 
can keep a secret like nobody’s busi-
ness, go ahead & open up with someone 
close to you, let them see inside of you

SAGITTARIUS: The Centaur is 
the visionary of the Zodiac; instead of 
reaching for the pie-in-the-sky prize, 
put a little more planning into your 
aspirations, & you’ll still hit the Bullseye

CAPRICORN: The Goat is the 
workoholic of the world, for 2023 put 
your MacBook & your smartphone 
away; Jupiter’s in the 4th, where the 
home is, enjoy yourself, put the work 
away

AQUARIUS: The Sun shines in 
the house of reflection; you’re the rebel-
rouser, the new-fangled techno gadgets, 
the futuristic one, your NYResolution: 
go in the box, do something traditional

PISCES: The Fish are the idealis-
tic dreamers of the world, you love the 
oceans, the Planet & everyone swimming 
in your Seas, clean off the rose-colored 
glasses for 2023, & sample reality

Eva Starr, the local astrologer, has 
been studying the moon & stars since 
she could read. You can reach Starr at 
evastarr.com.

by Cass Blankenship
Kicking off the Holiday season 

with giving, O’Neill Healthcare’s 6 
locations collected and donated over 
one thousand pounds of non-perish-
ables and canned food items for the 
Greater Cleveland Food Bank and 
other local hunger centers! O’Neill 
Healthcare partnered with The Greater 
Cleveland Food Bank and its 230 local 
food pantries and ninety mobile pan-
tries to feed over 343,000 people across 
six counties in Northeast Ohio. “Our 
facilities staff, residents, and their fam-
ily members here at O’Neill Healthcare 
joined together to make an amaz-
ing donation to the food bank to help 
spread the holiday spirit. As a family 
business, we understand the impor-
tance of support and being there in 
times of need. We are grateful to help 
the Greater Cleveland Food Bank,” said 
David T. O’Neill, LNHA, MBA, Direc-
tor of Operations.

O’Neill Healthcare has also 
opened its doors to family and com-
munity members hosting warm, 
traditional-style gatherings. Each 
building was excited to be again able 
to host these parties as families sat 
with their loved ones to enjoy a holi-
day meal. “It is a welcome sight to have 
our families back in our communities 
to celebrate the holidays with a clas-

Holidays In 
Lakewood Healthcare

sic meal. For years, holiday dinners 
have been a tradition of our commu-
nities that staff and residents love. We 
look forward to hosting future events 
in our buildings for both family mem-
bers and members of our surrounding 
communities,” said Richard O’Neill, 
LNHA, Director of Business Develop-
ment. All O’Neill Healthcare Assisted 
Living communities actively partici-
pate in their cities and look for- ward to 
hosting educational programs, dances, 
dinners, and more!

If you are interested in hearing 
more about our future events, taking a 
tour, or volunteering at O’Neill Health-
care Lakewood, please visit oneillhc.com 
or call (440) 471-9200.

Families enjoying a holiday meal with 
their loved ones once again.

YOU'RE
INVITED
À La Cart, a series of live cooking
demonstrations

WHEN & WHERE FEATURING
Tues. Jan. 10th @ 2:00pm
Cove Community Center
12525 Lake Avenue

Ruth Kostadinov, Chef & 
Owner of Gathering’s 
Kitchen at Gingham Market

rist, and they said, “No, but what is your 
background?” She mentioned Bill Hix-
son Floral Class, and she was invited to 
Washington for an interview, and a job as 
White House Florist. Seems Washington 
had heard of Bill. The following year she 
asked Bill to join her at the White House, 
which became a yearly tradition for seven 
presidential administrations.

Early on Bill learned that he could 
buy ornaments from around the world 
OR he could design his own for the same 
price. This started the tradition of people 
wanting the latest Bill Hixson designed 
ornament. Each one, right up to the 2022 
pieces contained artwork and designs 
straight from Bill Hixson.

Always interested in everything 
going on around town, recently one thing 
that had really caught his attention were 
the Templar Cars after an introduction 
to Dave Buehler, owner of the Templar 
Museum. He really wanted

a ride in one, so that he could draw 

the experience. Sadly it never happened. 
Bill’s health started to decline with the 
death of his dear Eunice a year ago. 
Longtime friend and employee Mathias, 
along with Dick Slife, and other friends 
would stop by and check in on him fre-
quently. Just three days before his death 
I stopped in to say hello and wish him a 
Merry Christmas. As I pulled up to the 
front of Hixson’s, Bill was getting out of 
his car, having just driven himself from 
breakfast. I asked how he felt and he 
smiled and said, “Good, I’ve put on 30 
pounds this year, and look forward to 
that meatloaf lunch you promised, and 
when do we drive the Templars?”

While I am crying writing this, I 
know I am not alone. Bill touched so 
many lives. As a friend I grew up with 
said, “We all lost a good friend and mem-
ber of our family and life. Christmas will 
never be the same.

Godspeed, Bill. I know wherever you 
are, Eunice and your friends are there, 
and you’re helping make heaven a more 
beautiful loving place. Rest in peace.
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Call for an appointment for best service.
Free Private Parking. Check with Id or cash

Carabel Beauty Salon & Store

Follow Us On Facebook 
To See Accessories 
and New Ideas!

Full Service Salon For Females Of ALL AgesFull Service Salon For Females Of ALL Ages
Winter brings dryness to your hair, nails & skin.
We have products and services to combat it! 
‘Help is here to restore and retain that
much needed moisture your body needs.
10% off on Seniors Tuesdays 
   and Wednesdays

Winter brings dryness to your hair, nails & skin.
We have products and services to combat it! 
‘Help is here to restore and retain that
much needed moisture your body needs.
10% off on Seniors Tuesdays 
   and Wednesdays

16506 Detroit Rd.   Lakewood, OH 44107

Are you facing a legal problem that impacts
Health? Housing? Family? Money? Employment?

Contact Legal Aid!
Browse legal information or apply for help 24/7 online: www.lasclev.org
Or, call 888.817.3777 during most business hours.

Legal Aid thanks the  
Healthy Lakewood Foundation 

for its outreach support!

We Treat You
           Like Family

216.731.9500

Ashleigh Vaccaro
Joe Vaccaro


