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LakewoodAlive’s 

Light Up Lakewood Party  2022

The official kick off of Light Up Lakewood is the awarding of 
scholarships to the Royal Scholarship recipients. These scholar-
ships are from one of Lakewood’s biggest holiday hearts, David 
Stein, owner of Avenue Home furnishings and Cotton. At the 
ceremony were Ian Andrews (LakewoodAlive), Lyndy Warren, 
Lakewood’s Mayor Meghan George, David Stein and scholarship 
winners Arabella Spear and Sadie Kriska Urso.

by Jim O’Bryan
Lakewood residents were 

ready to get out and party, 
and LakewoodAlive with their 
volunteers and sponsors were 
ready to deliver big time!

While some things were 
scaled back, many things were new 
and improved. LakewoodAlive 
constructed the framework for 
the party, Lakewood turned out.

Kudos to all of the vol-
unteers  and city workers that 
made it all possible, and let’s not 

forget the sponsors! First Federal 
Lakewood, City of Lakewood, 
Roundstone, Avenue Home, 
Lindsay Perrico--State Farm 
Agent, Eric Lowrey--Berkshire 
Hathaway/ Lucien Realty, Larsen 
Architects, Chris Bergin-- Berk-
shire Hathaway/ Lucien Realty, 
Kent State University College 
of Nursing, Lanter Legal, LLC, 
Planet Fitness, The Shinn Law 

Firm, LLC, Platform Beer Co., 
Geiger’s, Lakewood Catho-
lic Academy, NEO Realty 
Group, LLC, Cleveland Clinic 
Lakewood Family Health 
Center, Stanley Engineered Fas-
tening / Ferry Cap & Set Screw, 
Laskey Costello, LLC, Sauced 
Taproom & Kitchen, Lakewood 
Public Library, Beyond Juicery 
+ Eatery.

The photo above is Lakewood Firefighters volunteering to work Cleveland Fire Station 33 on West 
117th Street near Halloran Park so that Cleveland Firefighters could attend the funeral service of 
fallen Cleveland Firefighter Johnny Tetrick. Over 160 Firefighters from all over Northern Ohio volun-
teered to cover all the shifts. First time in history this was ever tried, and it worked!
Saturday, 11.19.2022, 51-year-old Cleveland Firefighter Johnny Tetrick was answering a call for a 
car accident, unfortunately it would be his last. The entire county was expected to turn out for his 
funeral, which was held at Quicken Loans Arena.
Lakewood Fire Chief Tim Dunphy headed up the west side suburban fire departments. “I know that 
all Firefighters feel the pain, but for the Cleveland family of firefighters it has to be intense. When I 
heard of the plan I knew our members would step up.” The plan was for each city to donate one truck 
and crew to work a station. While not perfect, it did the job. So proud of all.

by Kate Ingersoll
The Healthy Lakewood 

Foundation Board of Directors 
awarded $153,550 in grants at 
its November Board meeting.

The HLF Board awarded 
Neighborhood Opportunity 
Grants for a total of $103,550 in 
funding to local organizations 
for community-based proj-
ects that support community 
building through innovation 
and learning. These projects 
address the social determinants 
of health – the environmental, 
social, and economic conditions 
of our community – through 
local programs and initiatives.

Awarded Neighborhood 
Opportunity Grants include:

$3,150 to GardenWalk 

Healthy Lakewood Foundation 

Awards Over $150,000 In Grants To 
Support Community-Based Projects

Lakewood to promote the 
beautification of neighbor-
hoods, spread gardening 
knowledge, and inspire home 
gardeners in the community.

$5,250 to the Lakewood 
Black Caucus to build capac-
ity, allyship, and support for 
the mental health of Black resi-
dents in Lakewood.

$5,000 to the Lakewood 
Family Room for the new Par-
ent Support Group, providing 
feeding, lactation, and parent-
ing support to families with 
infants and babies.

$10,000 to Trials for 
Hope for community meals, 
basic care items, and outreach 
to unsheltered people to pro-
vide vulnerable populations 

with basic services.
$10,000 to the City of 

Lakewood Department of 
Human Services to start a com-
posting and education program 
at Cove Community Center.

$10,500 to the Lakewood 
Outdoor Basketball Commit-
tee for the Youth Mentor and 
Violence Prevention Program 
at the Lakewood public basket-
ball courts.

Additionally, the HLF 
Board awarded four (4) Covid-
Response Grants to efforts related 
to or impacted by the ongoing 
pandemic. These awards include:

$5,000 to the Lakewood 
Charitable Assistance 
Corporation for its commu-

by Sara Crawford
With the help of dozens of 

Lakewood community mem-
bers, Lakewood Charitable 
Assistance Corporation was 
able to deliver non-perishable 
and perishable bags filled with 
Thanksgiving fixings to 150 
Lakewood residences.

With the Thanksgiv-
ing Food Drive over, LCAC is 
already back in full swing to 
prepare for its Christmas Food 
Drive which will take place at 
the Lakewood Masonic Tem-
ple, at 15300 Detroit Ave., over 
two days.

On Dec. 16 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., non-perishable food 
donations will be sorted. Later 
that evening, LCAC members 
and volunteers will gather 
from 6-7:30 p.m. to bag non-
perishable food.

On Dec. 17 from 9 a.m. 
to noon, LCAC members 
and volunteers will bag per-
ishable food and then hand 
deliver both non-perishable 
and perishable bags f illed 
with food fixings to the 
community.

LCAC will need volun-

LCAC Wraps Up Thanksgiving Drive, 

Prepares For Christmas 
Food Drive

teers of all ages to sort food 
items, bag over 150 bags of 
food and deliver them to the 
community. The event will be 
held regardless of the weather, 
so dress accordingly to stay 
warm and dry.

On Dec. 10, members of 
the Lakewood Fire Depart-
ment will be collecting 
non-perishable food items 
for LCAC at Fire Station 1, 
located at 14601 Madison 
Ave., through a drive-thru 
drop-off.

With the success of the 
Thanksgiving Food Drive and 
the number of volunteers that 
came to help, LCAC members 
hope for a similar success at 
its upcoming Christmas Food 
Drive over Dec. 16-17.

For more information or 
to make a monetary donation, 
visit www.LCAC.info. Make 
sure to follow Lakewood Char-
itable Assistance Corporation 
on Facebook for updates on 
the Thanksgiving Food Drive 
and to keep up-to-date with 
the organization.

Lakewood Firefighters Make Us Proud
continued on page 10

More photos on page 6, and hundreds online.

ph
ot

o 
by

 Ji
m

 O
’B

ry
an

ph
ot

o 
by

 Ji
m

 O
’B

ry
an

ph
ot

o 
by

 Ji
m

 O
’B

ry
an



Page 2 The Lakewood Observer Volume 18, Issue 23 December 7, 2022

 Celebrating Over 17 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com 

Published twice a month with a current circulation of 10,000+ copies. The paper is made available 
free of charge and can be found at over 130 business locations within the City of Lakewood and on 
our website. The views and opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views 
and opinions of the publisher and staff. Copyright 2022 • AGS/The Lakewood Observer, Inc. All 
rights reserved. Any reproduction is forbidden without written permission. 

The mission of the Lakewood Observer is to attract, articulate, and amplify civic 
intelligence and community good will in the city of Lakewood and beyond.

Become an Observer!
The Lakewood Observer is a product of citizen journalism, which means it is a completely 

community-written paper. We are looking for volunteer writers, photographers, designers, and 
illustrators. It doesn’t matter if you’re a professional or an amateur, our editorial staff will be glad 
to help you through the process. Register to our Member Center at lakewoodobserver.com where 
you can submit stories, press releases, letters to the editor, photos, cartoons, drawings, etc. No need 
to register to post online calendar items or classified ads. Questions? Email our Associate Editor at 
betsy@ lakewoodobserver.com.

 Upcoming Submission Deadline Publish Date
 December 16, 2022 December 21, 2022
 December 30, 2022 January 4, 2023

www.lakewoodobserver.com

216.407-6818  OR  216.339.2531
PO BOX 770203, Lakewood, OH 44107

Lakewood Observer    

Your Independent Source for Lakewood News & Opinion

ADVISORY BOARD - Heidi Hilty, Jeff Endress, Jim Crawford,
Steve Ott, Margaret Brinich, Betsy Voinovich

OBSERVATION DECK BOARD - Jim O’Bryan,  Betsy Voinovich, 
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Christine Gordillo, Dr. Charles Greanoff, Tracy Terry Trapp, 
and Jim O’Bryan

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS - Lisa Calfee, Sara Crawford, Adelaide Crnko, 
Lynn Donaldson, Mayor Meghan George, Christine Gordillo, 
Dr. Charles Greanoff, Kate Ingersoll, Buzz Kompier, Landon Metz, 
Judge Tess Neff, Debra O’Bryan, Jim O’Bryan, Nancy Sanders, 
Jeffrey Siebert, Eva Starr, and Betsy Voinovich
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 Debra O’Bryan  Margaret Brinich  Betsy Voinovich Sales Manager 
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THE MAYOR’S CORNER

The Lakewood Observer is produced by volunteers/residents of Lakewood. 
If you’d like to help this history-making 17-year-old project continue to publish the words, stories and images of fellow 

Lakewoodites follow the QR Code to the Member Center and sign up at www.lakewoodobserver.com/members. 
If you’d like to advertise with us contact: production@lakewoodobserver.com. 

Subscribe to the digital edition by sending a request to 
thelakewoodobserver.digital@gmail.com with “SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line.

Isn’t it time you joined this effort to report community news while preserving our history?

I hope you all had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving and were able to enjoy a 
fantastic feast with friends and family. 
Although we’ve been lucky to have a rel-
atively mild November, we at the City of 
Lakewood have been diligently prepar-
ing for the full arrival of winter weather. 
Part of that effort has been the unveiling 
of the City’s first official and compre-
hensive Snow & Ice Control Plan.

Our team at the City has always 
worked hard to coordinate efforts and 
provide high quality service in address-
ing cold weather events, but until now 
the City had not fully aligned our snow 
and ice control strategy across depart-
ments and codified this work in a 
single place. My administration made 
developing an official plan a prior-
ity this year in advance of the onset of 
cold weather. Our Public Works and 
Planning Departments did a deep dive 
during our warm weather months and 
involved all relevant City departments 
to brainstorm how we can improve our 
snow and ice protocols and practices to 

Lakewood’s First Comprehensive Snow And Ice Control Plan
by Mayor Meghan George

ensure we provide the best service pos-
sible for Lakewood.

The new Snow & Ice Control Plan 
prioritizes increasing the City’s over-
all capacity to proactively plan for and 
respond to harsh winter weather. This 
winter, the City is attaching snow plows 
to additional, smaller City vehicles so 
we can deploy more plows on the street 
simultaneously and clear more roads 
at once. On the personnel side, we are 
implementing policy changes to ensure 
additional coverage during holiday and 
weekends and proactively address our 
overall personnel needs.

The plan also includes revisions to the 
City’s snow removal priority routes and 
maps, updating signage regarding snow 
streets, and additions to our communica-
tions protocols during inclement weather 
to ensure that the public is advised of any 
parking bans. The City plans to roll out 
an automatic notification system that will 

help with events such as snow emergencies 
– more information to come on that as we 
fine tune the details.

One innovation in the plan is a 
pilot project to provide residents up to 
five gallons of rock salt at no cost. We 
heard from many residents that keep-
ing sidewalks safe during cold weather 
was a priority, and we are piloting this 
salt program to help address those con-
cerns. The free salt program kicked off 
on December 1st, so if you are an inter-
ested resident, bring your own shovel 
and bucket to load your own salt at 
one of five locations: at five locations 
throughout Lakewood: Madison Park 
North Parking Lot; Lakewood Park 
Skate House; Cove Park; Kauffman 
Park; and Lakewood Dog Park. You can 
also return for more salt later if you use 
your initial five gallons before the end of 
winter. We are including signage at each 
free salt location on environmentally 

safe and smart salt usage – for exam-
ple, one coffee cup of salt is enough to 
treat ten concrete sidewalk slabs. The 
program is for residents only – sorry, 
but contractors, landscapers, and busi-
nesses do not qualify.

The residential salt program will 
be evaluated in the spring of 2023 to 
determine its effectiveness and whether 
it should continue moving forward. 
The City will also continue to partner 
with LakewoodAlive on a program that 
provides snow shoveling assistance for 
elderly and disabled residents. 

I hope you all enjoy the beauty of 
our winter months, and with our new 
Snow & Ice Control Plan in place, we 
can keep Lakewood safe for every-
one even during harsh weather.

The City’s full Snow & Ice Control 
Plan can be found online at: https://
www.lakewoodoh.gov/lakewood-rolls-
out-new-snow-ice-control-plan/
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AROUND TOWN

by Jim O’Bryan
Last year while surfing social 

media, I noticed some beautiful 
Christmas cards being talked about by 
a friend. I normally never give a second 
look but these were very clean, nice 
simple cards that captured the holiday 
season. When I asked who did them 
her answer was, “My daughter Willow.”

“Holiday visions, dreams, classic 
words and sayings are how I get some 
of my ideas” said Willow Trapp  when 
asked about inspiration. The 14-year-
old Lakewood High School student 
went on to say. “I try to take those 
special moments and capture them 
on the cards.”

Willow has always had an interest 
in art, but it was during the first year of 
COVID, she started to take an interest 
in pen and ink and calligraphy. Spend-
ing time with the tools of the trade she 
became very proficient in the pens, and 
soon the art and cards began to flow.

Her first endeavor were Hallow-
een cards, then came the requests from 
the relatives. While it is nice when the 
grandparents like your work, it has 
grown far beyond that. With orders 
now coming in from all over.

“I am not sure this is what I want 
to do with my life, as a business. But 
right now I am enjoying it, and people 
love the cards.” Indeed they do, social 
media is all abuzz that she has cards out 
again this year.

Each year since 2020, she has pro-
duced 4 unique card styles. Each card 
sells for $5.00. When a card is ordered, 
she redraws each card! These are not 

printed. This shows amazing skill and 
restraint. It would be far easier to make 
every card unique onto itself.

In the future she may be interested 
going big, but for now she is happy 
with 4-8 cards a night as long as it does 
not interfere with family, school and 
friends. Talk about having your priori-
ties straight!

You are wasting time reading this 
when you could be ordering this year’s 
set or getting in line for next years. 

Send a note to Willow at: Wil-
lowjoannerdesigns@gmail.com or on  
Instagram: willowjoannedesigns and 
order a set or two. There is no better 
gift than the gift of handmade local art.

Cards By Willow 

Special Holiday Greetings 
For That Special Person

Willow hard at work on another order 
of hand made cards.

by Judge Tess Neff
I am thrilled for our community 

and the court to have received $425,000 
in grant money through the Office of 
Criminal Justice Services, a division of 
the Ohio Department of Public Safety, 
in partnership with the Ohio Supreme 
Court.

It is an amazing opportunity for 
me to significantly advance many fac-
ets of the court: from providing more 
efficient operations, to improving tech-
nology, modernizing, decreasing case 
backlog, and allowing broader access 
to the court and its services. This award 
benefits the court, and more impor-
tantly the users of the court, which I 
will explain later in the article.

In July 2022 the grant application 
process began. It was stressful, tedious 
work, with very significant obstacles. 
We were able to overcome the chal-
lenges to meet the grant application 
deadline of July 29, despite the short 
turnaround time from the date we 
were made aware of this opportunity. 
I was determined because I knew an 
award would greatly impact the court 
on many levels.

Lakewood Municipal Court Is Recipient Of 
Top Grant Award Of $425,000

Having never been intricately 
involved in the granular details 
required to write a robust grant, I had 
to scramble to pull a team together to 
assist in the endeavor. A special shout-
out to my court administrator, Maria 
Russo, who worked tirelessly, and to 
the city’s Finance Department for con-
necting us with experienced and court 
knowledgeable grant writers. Together 
we pulled it off, and the application, 

with supporting documents, was sub-
mitted on July 29 a few hours before 
the deadline.

We anxiously waited during the 
remainder of the summer and into 
the fall to hear about the status of our 
grant application. Finally, on October 
29, 2022, the Governor DeWine's office 
announced the lucky recipients.

Lakewood Municipal Court is one 
of 51 Ohio courts in 36 counties to 
share in the 10.2-million-dollar Ohio 
Court Backlog Reduction Program 
Awards. We are incredibly excited to 
be among the few courts in the state to 
receive the maximum grant award in 
the amount of $425,000!

Our plan, which is comprised 
of two years, was just approved on 
November 30. Here are some of the 
innovative projects that will be paid 
from the grant funds: One, fully 
implement and launch the new case 
management system. This will drasti-
cally increase case flow efficiency and 
alleviate most of the current paper and 
pen daily processes. Also, it will allow 
for e-signing, e-filing, better access to 
the court dockets, and allow for accu-
rate data collection, which has been 
an existing problem. Two, hire an IT 
staff to assist with the case manage-

ment project for internal oversight and 
training of staff. Three, install an inter-
active self-help kiosk for court users 
and the public. The goal is to integrate 
the kiosk with the new case manage-
ment system to allow individuals to 
easily search for their case, ask ques-
tions, pay any costs, and sign necessary 
documents via the kiosk. Four, main-
tain an on-site public defender during 
peak court times. This will allow for 
attorney representation at the initial 
court process through sentencing for 
indigent individuals, when appropri-
ate. It will promote consistency in case 
treatment, assist in resolving cases in a 
timelier fashion, and promote fairness 
in the judicial process.

Thank you for taking the time to 
read about this exciting news. I happily 
look forward to updating the citizens 
as we continue to make the court a 
more accessible and user-friendly place 
to visit.

Tess Neff is a 35-year Lakewood 
resident. She and her husband Rich 
raised their three children here and 
love being a part of the community. Her 
public service career expands 29 years 
and she is grateful for the opportunity 
to continue to help people and have a 
positive impact on their lives.

Lakewood’s Municipal Court Judge, 
Tess Neff
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LAKEWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY

December Events At 
Lakewood Public Library
by Lisa Calfee
Meet the Author- 
"Christmas in Cleveland"
Book by Alan Dutka

Many Clevelanders recall the Sterling-
Lindner Christmas trees, shopping at the 
Twigbee Shop and visits with Mr. Jingeling. 
Local author Alan Dutka will share fond recol-
lections of bygone holiday seasons. Alan Dutka 
has authored nine books on Cleveland history 
and has made multiple media appearances. 
This program is presented in partnership with 
the Lakewood Historical Society. Books will be 
available for sale and signing at this event.

Wednesday, December 7, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.
Main Library Auditorium

Meet the Author- 
"The Storytelling Code: 10 Simple Rules to Shape and Tell a 
Brilliant Story" Book by Dana Norris

Master the art of storytelling using ten rules to help 
shape your story and share it confidently. Whether you’re 
practicing job 
interview skills 
or giving a wed-
ding speech, local 
author Dana 
Norris provides 
help on crafting 
a narrative and 

building public speaking skills. Dana 
Norris is the founder of Story Club, a 
monthly storytelling show. Her work 
has been featured in cleveland.com, 
Cleveland Scene, the Chicago Tribune, 
and others. Books will be available for 
sale and signing at this event.

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 at 
7:00 p.m.

Main Library Auditorium

Children’s And Youth 
Services Programs
by Jeffrey Siebert
Pre-school Story Time:
     For You and Your 2 to 5-Year-Old Pre-schooler

This four-week pre-school story time is ideal for walkers, new talkers, and 
learning early literacy skills. You and your toddler and preschoolers will enjoy short 
books, songs and rhymes. The focus is on skills with your participation as a model. 
Registration is required. Register once for all four weeks.

Main Library- Tuesdays, January 3- January 24, 2023
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Wednesdays, January 4- January 25, 2023
11:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Madison Branch- Thursdays, January 5- January 26, 2023
10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Just Baby 'N Me: For You and Your Birth to 24-Month-Old Baby
Just Baby 'N Me is a four-week lap-sit story time ideal for babies from birth 

through early walkers. The focus is on rhymes, songs, finger plays and exploring 
short books together. Registration is required. Register once for all four weeks.

Mondays, January 2- January 23, 2023
6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Wednesdays, January 4- January 25, 2023
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
Thursdays, January 5- January 26, 2022
10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Pajama Party: For You and Your 2 to 6 Year-Old Child
Make the Library a part of your bedtime routine with an evening story time. 

Children are encouraged to wear their favorite pajamas and bring their stuffed ani-
mal friends to snuggle. Join us as we wind down for the night. This four-week story 
time is ideal for walkers, new talkers, and learning early literacy skills. You and your 
children will enjoy short books, songs and rhymes. The focus is on skills with your 
participation as a model. Registration is required. Register once for all four weeks.

Tuesdays, January 3- January 24, 2023
6:00-6:30 p.m.

Home Of The World Famous Christmas Bar

Warehouse 
available for 

parties & 
fundraisers

Best Brunch In Town! Saturdays at 11am & Sunday 9:30am
Mondays - Buy One, Get One - Black Angus Burgers

Wednesdays - Try our $5 Menu!

Dear Ukraine: Ukrainian Folk Tales and Craft
For Students in Kindergarten through Second Grade
Do you like stories about animals? Ukrainian folk tales and fairy tales often 

use animals to show us how we can succeed with the challenges life brings us and 
encourage us to never give up! Join us October 12 as we read "Kolobok the Small 
Round Bun” retold and illustrated by Olha Tkachenkoand and create our own 
piece of Ukrainian art. Registration is required.

Wednesday, December 14, 2022, 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Main Library Activity Room

To sign up for any program, register online at lakewoodpubliclibrary.org/youth 
or call (216) 226-8275, ext. 140.
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EDUCATION

Learn
to be

stigma
free.

adamhscc.org/
stigmafree

by Christine Gordillo
A partnership with First Ring First 

Fellowship (FRFF) program and the 
Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation 
District led to Lakewood High science 
teachers Rita Chahda and Ann Pesta 
and their AP Environmental Science 
and biology students to remove a large 
amount of the invasive vegetation last 
week from the high school grounds.

The FRFF program provides first-
ring science teachers in Cuyahoga 
County with free resources and pro-
fessional development that creates 
place-based watershed projects with 
our students. Chadha and Pesta are 
obtaining knowledge and tools to 
introduce our students to Great Lakes 
literacy and watershed restoration 
concepts through meaningful water-
shed experiences implemented in their 
classrooms. This partnership led to 
a survey of the grounds at Lakewood 
High, where a hot spot of an invasive 
plant species was discovered in the 
stormwater basin behind the softball 

from City of Lakewood
The Lakewood Board of Education 

at its November 21 meeting unani-
mously approved a resolution stating its 
opposition to a proposed anti-LGBTQ+ 
resolution under consideration by the 
Ohio Board of Education. The Board’s 
resolution states that the Ohio Board 
of Education’s proposal: “contra-
dicts Lakewood City Schools Board 
of Education Policy...(and) is also in 

LHS Science Classes Tackle 
Invasive Species Growth

field in the North Lot.
The students removed the vegeta-

tion on Nov. 29 and will return in May 
to remove the rest of the vegetation and 
reseed with a native wildflower mix 
and plant native plants decided upon 
through their own research.

The real-life hands-on project 
is a great example of our Vision of a 
Lakewood Graduate in action, demon-
strating communication, collaboration 
and a global citizen outlook. Many in 
our greater community collaborated on 
the project. The City of Lakewood pro-
vided a driver and truck to help remove 
all the vegetation that was pulled out. 
LHS custodians helped remove the filled 
bags as well. The project wouldn’t have 
happened without the guidance of Jacki 
Zevenbergen, Stormwater Education 
Program Manager at Cuyahoga Soil 
& Water Conservation District. More 
importantly, our LHS AP Environmen-
tal and Biology students got down and 
dirty and did all the hard work!

Lakewood Board Of Education's Resolution 

Opposes State Proposal
opposition to Lakewood’s Vision of a 
Lakewood Graduate, specifically the 
values of empathy and global aware-
ness, and violates the ideals of human 
kindness and inclusion that are so val-
ued by the Lakewood Community.”

The resolution encourages the 
community to contact the State Board 
of Education to express their opposition 

continued on page 9
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When the firefighters show up everyone smiles! Especially if they have candy canes!

LIGHT UP LAKEWOOD 2022

The Parade Royals! Sadie Kriska Urso 
and Arabella Spear

The best darn band in this land, Lakewood High School Marching Band.

Lakewood’s favorite Christmas Angel, 
Bonnie Fencl, from Carabel Salon

In Lakewood, “Elf” means more than Santa. Because each year he hands out the 
best stuff, while posing with the kids! Lakewood’s Trikeable Treats!

Mr. Jing-A-Ling Santa on a fire truck.

Online we have more than 100 photos of Light Up Lakewood 2022, and thousands of 
photos from all of the past Light Up Lakewoods. Stop by Lakewood’s Journalism Hall of 
Fame award-winning website. Isn’t it time you joined and shared your stories, im-ages 
and observations? Be a part of history, it’s FREE! lakewoodobserver.com

The fireworks were over the top!

Color Guard kicks off the parade. Happy residents everywhere!
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by Adelaide Crnko
“What would our community be 

like without this store or any of our 
other local shops?” A collection of 
phrases such as this are framed and 
perched upon the counters of both Ave-
nue Home and Cotton. Directly across 
the street from each other on Detroit 
Avenue, they represent two exceptional 
small businesses in our city.

Both establishments are owned by 
founder, David Stein, and have been in 
operation for approximately 20 and 10 
years respectively.

Avenue Home (formerly Plan-
tation Home) features home decor 
including wall art, compelling art 
pieces and eye-catching accent pil-
lows. There is a selection of furniture 
as well, some of which can be custom 
upholstered.

"The New Yorker Encyclopedia 
of Cartoons," a two-volume set of the 
publication's high-brow comics, repre-
sents the diverse and distinctive nature 
of what is found here. There are plenty 
of edibles to savor, such as mint julep 
bourbon balls and flavored nuts. For 
the adventurous cook, how about a 
gourmet duck fat cooking oil spray!

Aside from their core inventory, 
presently there is an impressive amount 
of holiday product oozing with charm. 
The merchandise showcased here and at 
Cotton is truly unique. Both also repre-
sent a more intimate retail experience.

Cotton has a variety of textiles 
whether they be clothing, bedding or 
towels (both bath and kitchen). There 
are fashion accessories such as tote 

bags too. For those who like to enter-
tain, etched barware and interesting 
serving pieces will add flair to your 
gathering. Frames, soaps and candles 
are perfect for gifts. There is a strong 
presence of seasonal merchandise this 
time of year as well.

To really lighten the mood, the 
clever and sarcastic quips found on 
the inventory of cocktail napkins will 
make you laugh out loud and are sure 
to delight your guests. Both stores offer 
an abundance of carefully selected 
product. Act quickly if you see some-
thing you like, as some items may be of 
limited quantity. When visiting their 
websites, be sure to click on “David’s 
Corner” which offers segments cover-
ing a variety of design topics.

Although these shops are located 

LAKEWOOD SHOPPING

Avenue Home And Cotton: Two Lakewood Gems

in Lakewood, there are many custom-
ers who travel from the east side and 
beyond. Some come in for inspiration. 
One patron was overheard telling Cot-
ton's manager, "You have such a talent 
for bringing this all together." With 
that in mind, what should be appreci-
ated about Avenue Home and Cotton 
is their attention to detail, even down 
to window displays. Right now you'll 
see animated figures, colorful lights 
and a backdrop with a vintage Santa. 
All create a sense of theater and glamor 
reminiscent of days gone by.

Consider what treasures exist 
here in your own neighborhood before 
planning your next trip to the mall or 
finalizing that online purchase. Avenue 

Two of Lakewood’s finest retail stores are owned by David Stein, and are across the 
street from each other. This is Avenue home at 14401 Detroit Avenue. Across the 
street is Cotton at 14400 Detroit Avenue.

For the holidays at  Cotton.

Home and Cotton are two venues that 
we are fortunate to have, and they each 
contribute beautifully to the mosaic of 
what makes Lakewood special.

Avenue Home is located at 14401 
Detroit Avenue #1; 216-227-4663. Cot-
ton is at 14400 Detroit; 216-712-7500. 

Adelaide Crnko is a Lakewood res-
ident.

Both Cotton and Avenue home are must 
stops during the holidays. In the same area 
you can find Hixson’s and Paisley Mon-
key. You should be able to handle most gift 
shopping within these two blocks!
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LAKEWOOD CARES

by Lynn Donaldson
Harlan Radford has been named a 

Paul Harris Fellow (PHF) by the Rotary 
Club of Lakewood and Rocky River in 
recognition of his leadership in the 
club and the communities it serves.

He was among those honored at 
the District 6630 Annual Foundation 
Awards Gala at Windows on the River 
on November 17.

Radford joined the club in July 
2014 and immediately became totally 
involved in growing and strengthening 
the club’s membership. In presenting 
the award, past president Jim Lechko 
acknowledged Radford’s contributions, 
stating, “He has an amazing ability to 
explain and exemplify the tenets of our 
organization clearly and enthusiasti-
cally. As a result, he has been the source 
of nearly all our new members over the 
last eight years.”

Now serving on the District Mem-
bership Committee, Radford chaired 
the club’s membership committee 
shortly after he joined the club. He 
also serves on its board of directors 
and runs the club’s literacy project 
where each year over 400 dictionaries 

Harlan Radford Receives Rotary Paul Harris Fellow Award

        Rotary members present at the District 6630 Annual Foundation Awards 
Gala to honor Harlan Radford’s Paul Harris Fellow award were (from left) Larry 
Lohman, past district governor; Kevin Kelly, The Rotary Fund (TRF) major gifts of-
ficer; Marjorie Corrigan, past president Rotary Club of Lakewood and Rocky River; 
Frederick T. "Rory" McGuire, grandson of Arch C. Klumph, founder of TRF; Haran 
Radford; and Tyler Stokesbary TRF annual giving officer.

are presented to every third grader in 
Lakewood and Rocky River.

He single-handedly runs an annual 
Swim A Thon fundraiser that has gar-
nered significant funds for equipment 

for the local police and fire depart-
ments, as well as the Elle’s Enchanted 
Forest playground in Rocky River.

“He also always remembers to 
show his appreciation to fellow club 
members which makes his programs 
so successful,” Lechko noted.

Also at the gala, Lechko was hon-
ored with an Outstanding Service 
Award for his service as District Foun-
dation Chair from 2019-22.

The local Rotary Club was one of 
only eight Northeast Ohio clubs that 
achieved 100% membership giving to 
Rotary International’s Annual Fund, 
earning the club the opportunity to 
award a PHF to an individual who has 
made a difference in the community.

Paul Harris Fellowships are given 
to recognize exceptional contribu-
tions made by individuals who further 
Rotary's mission of encouraging the 
ideals of service as a basis of worthy 
enterprise, high ethical standards, 

community service, and the advance-
ment of international understanding 
and goodwill.

Named for Paul Harris who 
founded Rotary in 1905, the award 
was established in his honor in 1957 
and is usually reserved for individuals 
who contribute $1000 US to the Rotary 
Foundation.

Gifts to the Annual Fund help 
Rotary clubs take action today to cre-
ate positive change in communities at 
home and around the world. Contri-
butions help strengthen peace efforts, 
provide clean water and sanitation, 
support education, grow local econo-
mies, save mothers and children, and 
fight disease.

 Small Medium Large Party Tray
 6 cut 9” 8 cut 12” 12 cut 16” Half Sheet
Plain $7.50 $9.00 $12.00 $13.00
1 Item $8.00 $9.75 $13.00 $14.50
2 Items $8.50 $10.50 $14.00 $16.00
3 Items $9.00 $11.25 $15.00 $17.50
4 Items $9.50 $12.00 $16.00 $19.00
Deluxe $10.00 $12.75 $17.00 $20.50
Extra Items $1.00 $1.25 $2.00 $2.50
Chicken $2.00 $2.50 $3.50 $4.50
Extra Cheese & 
   Special Toppings $1.50 $2.00 $3.00 $4.00

PIZZA

Available items: Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onion, Green & Red Bell Peppers, 
Anchovies, Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Beef, Pineapple, 

Jalapeño Peppers Special Toppings: Artichoke Hearts, Fresh Tomato, Broccoli, and *Chicken

Visit Sicily Without 
Leaving Home

Since 1990  ·  31 Years in Business!
Now Serving 4 Locations!

Lakewood, Cleveland, Akron, 
and ParmaOPEN:

Monday - Thursday
4pm - 3am

Delivery till 3am

Friday -Saturday
 4pm - 3:30

Delivery till 3:15

Sunday 
2pm - 1am

Delivery till 1am
17615 Detroit Avenue   ·   216-228-2900  nunziospizza.net
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LAKEWOOD OBSERVED

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type

to stress the importance of a slow

and steady approach. However, in

this case, the ability to

speed-read may prove

modestly beneficial to

you. Because the sooner

you finish, the sooner

you’ll be reminded of

the significant value

in starting to plan for

retirement early. You

see, with each tick of the second

hand, your retirement edges

closer. Which is why we’ve always

believed there’s no such thing as

planning too early. Thanks to the

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful

process we’ve employed

from day one, Raymond

James advisors have

helped countless clients

reach the finish line

with the necessary

resources to accomplish

all the next things they

wanted to do. It’s time

to find out what a Raymond

James financial advisor can do

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting 
gratuitous, the rooster’s 

commitment to starting early 
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and 
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636 

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
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Order Online @ romanfountain.com

GIFT  CardsAVAILABLE!

\\

to the proposed legislation.
Here is the text of the Lakewood 

Board of Education’s resolution:
WHEREAS, In September 2022, 

Ohio Board of Education Member Bren-
den Shea presented an anti-LGBTQ+ 
resolution for consideration:The “Res-
olution to Support Parents, Schools, 
and Districts in Rejecting Harmful, 
Coercive, and Burdensome Gender 
Identity Policies” attempts to invali-
date Federal Title IX protections in 
schools for LGBTQ+ youth;

WHEREAS, This resolution 
directly contradicts Lakewood City 
Schools Board of Education Policy;

WHEREAS, This resolution is also 
in opposition to Lakewood’s Vision of 
a Lakewood Graduate, specifically the 
values of empathy and global aware-
ness and violates the ideals of human 

Lakewood Board Of Education's Resolution 

Opposes State Proposal
kindness and inclusion that are so val-
ued by the Lakewood Community;   
WHEREAS, It is essential that our 
schools remain a safe, inclusive space 
for our children to grow and learn;

WHEREAS, The State Board of 
Education Executive Committee will 
continue debate on this resolution and 
two additional amendments;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, that members of the 
Lakewood Board of Education encour-
age members of our schools and our 
community to contact the State Board 
of Education to express their opposi-
tion to this harmful resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
by the Board of Education of the 
Lakewood City Schools District that 
the two-reading rule be suspended and 
that this resolution as recommended 
by the Superintendent of Schools be 
approved on one reading.

Why I Love Lakewood
Congratulations to Landon Metz winner of the 2022 Lakewood Chamber of 

Commerce “Why I Love Lakewood” 4th Grade Essay contest!

by Landon Metz
      I love this small but big com-

munity called Lakewood. This is my 
dream town! My parents moved us 
here a few years ago from the eastside 
because they loved it so much. There are 
so many things to love it’s hard to nar-
row it down!

           First, Lakewood is an inter-
esting historical city. There are so many 
old houses and buildings. It’s great to 
see people fixing up their old houses 
to make them beautiful and charming 
again. My family is working on fixing 
up our house that just turned 101 years 
old. I like to think about all of the fami-
lies that have lived here before us.

    Second, Lakewood has an 
awesome variety of food options. If 
someone came up and asked me “What food places are nearby?” I’ll say “I can walk 
right to the end of my street and find Angelo’s, Taco Tantos, Sushi, Thai, Barbeque, 
Eugene’s Kitchen, Frosty’s ice cream and cookies. So many options!” My favorites 
are Angelo’s, Taco Tantos, and Frosty’s.

            Our location is what gives Lakewood its name! I really like that we are 
close to the great Lake Erie, we have a beach nearby and we are close to downtown 
for all the sporting events. It’s amazing how much the lake affects our weather! 
And the view from the Solstice Steps across the lake and back toward downtown is 
beautiful.

            And last, no other town puts on as many great events as Lakewood, 
like music and movies in the park, the 4th of July fireworks, the Spooky Pooch 
Parade, and the Summer Meltdown. Plus, around Lakewood there are many amaz-
ing murals to see, scooters to borrow, community gardens, and now the sports 
lending lockers in Madison Park.

            In conclusion, there are so many reasons to love Lakewood. It’s an 
awesome city with lots of different kinds of people, great food, great history, great 
location, and great community activities. What’s not to love!

by Nancy Sanders
Twenty-seven years ago Grace 

Presbyterian Church had the honor 
of turning Grace’s musical program 
over into the hands of world-renowned 
composer, Dr. H. Leslie Adams. Now 
Grace is celebrating Dr. Adams’ nine-
tieth birthday with a concert in his 
honor. On Saturday, December 10th, 
a concert will take place at 2:00 PM at 
Grace Presbyterian Church, 1659 Rose-
wood Avenue, Lakewood.

Guest artists will be gifting the 
audience with many of Dr. Adam’s 
works. Pianists Nicole diPaolo and Dan 
Overly, of the Cleveland Music Settle-
ment, will be at the piano and violin. 
Additionally there will be pieces played 

Grace Presbyterian Church To Honor 

Dr. H. Leslie Adams
by Tamara Kazy and Katherine Calvey 
on flute and piccolo. Brandy Birdsong, 
lyricist, vocalist and personal friend 
of Dr. Adams, will be flying in for the 
concert. Ms. Birdsong was the lyricist 
for Dr. Adams’ “Daybirth” and “Com-
ing back to Cleveland.”

After the concert there will be a 
reception in the church’s social hall. 
Friends of Dr. Adams are invited to 
attend. Gifts are not necessary, but if any-
one wants to send a birthday card, mail it 
to the church or bring it to the concert.

The Grace Family feels so honored 
to know Dr. Adams and to get to expe-
rience both his incredible music and 
his warm and loving friendship.

continued from page 5
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LAKEWOOD IS ART

DECEMBER
ARIES: The Ram’s got bigger-than-

life things going on behind closed doors, 
& the Sunbeams are in your house of 
higher learning & overseas…looks like 
you’re taking a Sleigh Ride abroad

TAURUS: The Bull is catching 
some rays from other people’s money/
resources; luck is coming to you from 
friends, groups & associations who may 
have seen Mommy Kissing Santa Claus

GEMINI: The Twin’s business/per-
sonal partnerships are getting a double 
boost from the Sun & Jolly Jupiter has 
landed in your Career house…It’s the 
Most Wonderful Time of the Year

CANCER: The Crab’s focus is on 
service & health; Lady Luck visits your 
9th house of foreign travel & higher 
studies – you may be singing Feliz Navi-
dad from different shores than Lake Erie

LEO: The Lion/Lioness romantic 
vibes are on fire, and the golden buzzer 
has lit up the house of other’s resources, 
buy a lotto ticket, and soon you’ll be 
Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree

VIRGO: Home/family is the focus 
this Xmas season; your partnerships, 
both love & business, are blessed by 
Jupiter’s wand…Santa Claus is Coming 
to Town; put out the cookies & milk

LIBRA: The community is where 
you shine this month; Jupiter is mak-
ing a stay in your house of health; the 
keyword is moderation, then you’ll be 
able to do the Jingle Bell Rock in style

SCORPIO: The Sun is shining 
green bucks on the Scorpion, Jupiter is 
lighting up the romantic arena along 
with a few beams cast on the children, 
invite Rudolph the Red-Nose Reindeer

SAGITTARIUS: The Sun is cast-
ing its rays in the house of Self; changes 
must come from within, bringing 
Peace on Earth; Jupiter is stopping by 
the Centaur’s home & family this Xmas

CAPRICORN: The Goat is working 
behind the scenes for Xmas; however, 
Jupiter is bringing you luck in your net-
working circles in the community; get 
out & make it a Holly Jolly Christmas

AQUARIUS: Your house of friends, 
& associations are lighting up more 
than the tree, Jupiter is blessing your 
finances, and it’s time to celebrate from 
the Heavens & sing Joy to the World

PISCES: Jupiter is in the pond of 
the fish this Holiday Season; take it easy 
on the Egg Nog; the Sun is shining its 
golden rays on your career corner, Silver 
Bells; it’s Christmas time in the city

Eva Starr, the local astrologer, has 
been studying the moon & stars since 
she could read. You can reach Starr at 
evastarr.com.

nity-based holiday food drive.
$10,000 to Lakewood City 

Schools to support the Coordinated 
Care Project which offers individualized 
support to families experiencing bar-
riers and lack of access to basic needs.    
$10,000 to Connecting for Kids to sup-
port a community research project 
in collaboration with Lakewood area 
organizations to understand the needs 
of and increase access to programming 
and services for families of children 
with special needs after programming 
disruptions due to the pandemic.

$25,000 to Lakewood Com-
munity Services Center for the 
continued support of food assistance 
for Lakewood residents.

HLF Board President, Khalilah 
Worley Billy, said, “In its first year of 
comprehensive grantmaking, the HLF 
Board has funded a range of programs 
to advance the health of our community. 
While these Neighborhood Opportunity 
Grants are modest in amount, we believe 
the funded projects have great poten-
tial to increase community connections, 
provide needed care, and initiate new 

Healthy Lakewood Foundation 

Awards Over $150,000 In Grants To 
Support Community-Based Projects

ideas and leaders in Lakewood. We are 
so excited to support these new grantees 
and learn from their projects in the year 
ahead.”

For a complete list of the grant awards, 
please visit HLF’s website: https://health-
ylakewoodfoundation.org/grantmaking/
recent-grants/. HLF’s funding opportuni-
ties will open again in Spring 2023.

continued from page 1

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

Lakewood’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

FOR SALE: 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 

Owner retiring LAKEWOOD 
EXPRESS TAXI SERVICE Local 
transportation company providing 
service to airport, shopping and 
medical appointments. Specializ-
ing in transporting senior citizens. 
Vehicle, customer list, training. 

For more info please contact 
Keith at: kd44107@yahoo.com 

440-320-6019

by Ellie Clark and 
Dr. Charles Greanoff

Music has always been an important 
part of the curriculum in the Lakewood 
City Schools. As a teacher at LHS, I have 
enjoyed many an orchestra, band and 
choir concert. I also teach "about' music 
in my College Credit Psychology class, 
specifically the impact of music educa-
tion on the brain, and have always wanted 
to write an article on this topic. But LHS 

The Importance Of Music Education
senior Ellie Clark's response to an exam 
prompt—written in ten minutes—is not 
only better than what I could produce, 
but comes from a musician (flute) and a 
scholar (Ellie is President of our National 
Honor Society and Co-Captain of our 
Academic Challenge Team).

The Question was: "Discuss the 
research on the relationship between 
music education and brain develop-
ment. Be sure to cite at least two specific 
examples." Her response follows.

"Music Education fosters more 
interconnectivity in the brain because 
the very act of playing an instrument 
requires a sustained neural connection 
between the left and right hemispheres 
of the brain. Because the left brain con-
trols language, it's needed to properly 
read sheet music and the notes it trans-
lates are then communicated to the 
right brain, which has more of a role in 
motor skills, which then communicates 
through synapses and nerves through-

out the body. This leaves a thickened 
Corpus Callosum to aid in communi-
cation between the two hemispheres. "

"Another example of the relation-
ship between music education and 
brain development is that playing music 
while stumped on a particular problem 
can stimulate new neuronal pathways 
and thus leads to new approaches to 
problem solving. For example, when 
writing the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, Thomas Jefferson practiced the 
violin in between writing sessions to 
help himself come with new ideas."

Leave it to a musician and aca-
demic powerhouse to produce such a 
potent analysis. It makes one wonder, 
though, why the research on the rela-
tionship between music education and 
brain development has not informed 
education policy on a larger scale. As 
billionaire elites use their influence to 
shape education policy (See Bill Gates, 
Michael Bloomberg, Laurene Powell 
Jobs), conspicuously absent has been a 
focus on early music education. Every 
several years, a new cockamamie educa-
tional "transformation" plan is rolled out 
with great promise and either no results 
or negative ones. It's time to make music 
education— a universal language which 
brings joy, hope, healing and of course 
neural connectivity—a national priority.

In the mean time, Winter con-
cert season is fast approaching—time 
again to celebrate the Lakewood City 
Schools music tradition. The Sounds 
of the Seasons, Choir, Band and 
Orchestra Concerts at Lakewood Civic 
Auditorium on December 9th and 10th 
at 7:30pm will thicken corpus callo-
sums and bring smiles throughout the 
44107. I look forward to watching Ellie 
and hundreds of her fellow students 
make some December magic. Hope to 
see you there. Long Live Lakewood.

by Buzz Kompier
Moonlove - May Never Happen 

- Concentric Circles - 10 songs - LP, 
digital

I really like when totally obscure 
bands get reissued. This album originally 
came out on cassette only in 1985 in an 
edition of “probably fewer than 25 copies” 
on the classic Kent label Discographies For 
The Deaf (numbered DFTD 4— I have 
only seen evidence of two other DFTD 
releases but consider my interest piqued). 
Who were Moonlove? Well, there’s Jeff 
Curtis (whose recent music has been 
reviewed here at least once and has been 
in many great bands, from Bad Crabs to 

Satan’s Satellites and beyond), Randy Rus-
sell (who was also in The Channel Masters 
with Jeff), and Beth Erickson, aka Edda 
Blaine, whose trail ends as far as I can 
tell with her appearance on the Gibson 
Bros.’ “Dedicated Fool” LP in 1989. This 
record really fits right in with a lot of indie 
and underground music of its era— Beat 
Happening and The Clean both came to 
mind while listening. Not quite Paisley 
Underground, but they definitely really 
like the Velvets (and Beth Erickson cer-
tainly sounds at times like Moe Tucker). 
It’s lo-fi, it’s a bit scrappy, sometimes the 
guitars sound out of tune and the drums 
miss a few beats— but that all just adds 

to its charm. A lot of these songs are very 
catchy— “Blue Skies” gets stuck in my 
head every time I hear it. Something about 
“Moroccan Moon” reminds me of Daniel 
Johnston without really sounding at all 
like Daniel Johnston. “Trying To Find” 
has a cool double-melody vocal from Beth. 
Accuse me of being a Jeff Curtis superfan 
if you want, but “Cast Your Troubles And 
Dreams Away” and “Triangle” (his two 
solo writing credits) might be my favorite 
tracks here. A solid record with a nice pre-
sentation— Concentric Circles put some 
care into this, which is always appreciated 
with reissues, especially ones of some-
thing so unknown. The booklet has lots 
of cool pictures of the band and scans of 
flyers and stuff— not only do these three 
look like the perfect mid-‘80s indie band, 
but they have quite a command of their 
aesthetic as well (which can be seen just 
by looking at the cover here as well). Hey, 
while we’re on the Discographies For The 
Deaf stuff, I would personally really love 
it if somebody would reissue the J’accuse 
tape— please? 4/5

(moonlove.bandcamp.com)

All Over The Place 2: 

Reviews Of Recent Releases By Local Bands, Pt. 129
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LIGHTING LAKEWOOD UP!

by Debra O'Bryan
Lakewood lights up in spectacular 

ways. Drive around other communi-
ties, I think we do it best. Our city of 
homes should take great pride in the 
decorating and holiday lighting that 
seems to get better every year. Once 
again, we try to acknowledge and 
award the most deserving homes that 
bring a smile to their neighbors. Any-
one can win.

We are looking for everything 
from the simple and elegant tradi-
tional displays to the blinding disco of 
colors: one string of lights to, "I can't 
believe there's that many inflatables in 
one yard." Whatever makes you happy, 
you should nominate!

Nominate them at the Daily 
Question on our home page at: lake-
woodobserver.com. You can nominate 
5 different homes a day.

Lakewood Observer’s Annual Holiday Lighting Contest

Follow QR code to nominate!

Treat your (future) self.
Big rate. Pick your term.

3-6-9 month CDs @ 3.55% APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is 3.55% for the 3-month certificate, 3.55% for the 6-month certificate, 3.55% the 9-month certificate and is accurate as of 12/2/2022. At maturity, the 3-month certificate automatically renews for a term of 3-months, the 6-month certificate 
renews for a term of 6-months, the 9-month certificate automatically renews for a term of 9-months. Promotional rates available for new money only. New money is defined as money not currently on deposit with the bank. Funds must remain on deposit for the term of the  

certificate. A penalty for early withdrawal may apply. Fees could reduce earnings. The minimum to open the certificate of deposit is $500. This special is available for a limited time and is subject to change without notice.

ffl.net/ratespecial

Public voting week will start on 
December 21st and continue through 
Dec. 28th. The homes with the most 
votes will be judged by a team who 
will decide the top ten. Winners will 
be announced December 30th. Along 
with the winning homes, one nomina-
tor and one voter will win a prize as 
well.

As always, we sincerely thank our 
sponsors who step up every year with 
gift certificates for prizes: Parnell 
Eagen of the West End Tavern, Broth-
ers Ramesh and Sanjeev Sharma of 
India Garden, Bob Togliotti of Wood-
stock BBQ, Bobby and Julie at the Root 
Cafe, and new this year: Lakewood's 

own Christmas Angel, Bonnie Fencl of 
Carabel Beauty Salon and Store with 
Haircuts for Females of All Ages.

From a ton of lights to window blankets, everyone has a chance to win and have fun!
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Recognize the 
Symptoms of
Winter Denial

The Back Page

16506 Detroit Rd.   Lakewood, OH 44107

Are you facing a legal problem that impacts
Health? Housing? Family? Money? Employment?

Contact Legal Aid!
Browse legal information or apply for help 24/7 online: www.lasclev.org
Or, call 888.817.3777 during most business hours.

Legal Aid thanks the  
Healthy Lakewood Foundation 

for its outreach support!

We Treat You
           Like Family

216.731.9500

Ashleigh Vaccaro
Joe Vaccaro


