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“New Year’s Day: Now is the accepted time to make your regular annual good resolutions. 
Next week you can begin paving hell with them as usual,” – Mark Twain

Kiwanis Pizza Bake 
Off Returns 3rd Year
by David Norton

Step aside, Sochi. A 
pizza competition of Olym-
pic proportion will occur as 
Lakewood Kiwanis Club hosts 
its third annual Pizza Bake-
Off on Thursday, January 16.

The Pizza Bake-Off will 
take place in Lakewood High 

School’s East Cafeteria from 5 
p.m. to 8 p.m. Tickets, available 
from LHS Key Club mem-
bers or at the door, are priced 
at $10.00 for adults, $5.00 for 
children age 6 to 12, and ages 5 
and under are free. As always, 
all proceeds will stay in the 

continued on page 15

by Robin Suttell
Snow, rain, wind or calm, 

no matter what the day brings 
weather-wise, it won’t stop 
youth from Lakewood Congre-
gational Church and St. Peter’s 

“The Ice Man Cometh.” Pastor Paula Maeder Connor from Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Lakewood, took this photo down at Lakewood 
Park. Check out Lakewood Park anytime, and Pastor Paula every 
Sunday at 16400 Detroit Avenue.

Lakewood Congregational And St. Peter’s Youth Celebrate

10 Years Of Homeless Awareness
Sleep-Out Efforts On January 18

Episcopal Church from “pan-
handling” for a good cause at 
the intersection of West Clif-
ton Boulevard and Detroit 
Avenue on Saturday, January 
18. And they’ve been doing it 

for the past 10 years.
That evening, nearly 30 

members of the two churches 
youth fellowship programs 
sleep outside all night in front 
of their respective churches 
in makeshift cardboard shel-
ters as part of the 10th Annual 
Homeless Awareness Sleep 
Out. The two churches do 
this so their youth can better 
understand what it’s like to be 
homeless during an Ohio win-
ter night, while raising money 
for local homeless support 
agencies.

“Each January, for the past 
10 years, our youth devote 18 
hours, no matter the weather, 
to experiencing firsthand what 
is like to be without true shel-
ter or even a hot meal on a 
winter night,” says LCC’s Rev. 
Mark Thomas. “Some years, 
it has rained. Others, it has 
snowed or has been bitterly 
cold. Last year, they even faced 
gusty winds. But no matter the 
weather, this event has given 
each group of kids a true real-
ity check and also has widened 
community awareness to the 
cause.” 

Funds raised by the LCC 
Youth Fellowship will sup-
port the YMCA of Cleveland’s 
Y-Haven Program, HandsOn 
Northeast Ohio and the 2014 
Homeless Stand Down, as well 
as Family Promise, an organi-
zation that aids & empowers 
homeless families to become 
more self-sufficient. LCC 
serves as one of Family Prom-
ise’s west-side host churches.

At LCC, participating 
youth, ranging in age from 
11 years old to 18 years old 
(grades 6-12), will gather at 
the church, 1375 West Clifton, 
around 3 p.m. on January 18 
to start constructing their box 
shelters – the only source of 
shelter they will have until late 
Sunday morning. Youth at St. 
Peter’s, 18001 Detroit Ave., will 
do the same that afternoon.

Around 6 p.m., the youth 
from both churches, along 
with adult chaperones, will 
head outside to spend the eve-
ning canvassing the block, 

A look at the 2013 LCC Homeless Awareness Sleep Out. Expect to 
see a similar "box city" in front of both LCC and St. Peter's on Jan. 
18. Photo Credit: Sean Swatsky Photgraphy.

Each year, hardy LCC youth come in from a night out in the wind 
and cold to share their sleep-out experiences with the congrega-
tion during 10 a.m. worship. The 2013 group, pictured here was no 
exception. 

Cold But Busy Night At Council
by Jim O’Bryan

With a wind chill approach-
ing -30 degrees Lakewood City 
Council met to swear in three, 
elect two, and make the list of 12 
applicants to the vacated Ward 2 
Council position.

Ward 4 Councilwoman 
Mary Louise Madigan was 
elected Council President, with 
Ryan Nowlin being elected Vice 
President. The List of appli-
cants is: Beegan, Paul R., 1239 
Summit Avenue, Bellamy, Bob, 
2173 Northland Ave., Bindel, 
Christopher R., 15611 Dela-
ware Avenue, Call, Bill, 14713 
Lake Avenue, Calleri, Greg-
ory (Woody) J., 2154 Arthur 
Avenue, Evans, Bryan J., 1560 
Arthur Avenue, Mackay, Grant. 
W., 1535 Woodward Avenue, 
Monroe, Edward T, 15600 Clif-
ton Blvd., O’Leary, Sam, 1517 

Clarence Avenue, O’Malia, 
Daniel, 1261 Virginia Avenue, 
Trentel, William (Bill), 1562 
Mars Avenue, Shields, Daniel 
E., 1501 Westwood Avenue.

Lakewood’s Municipal Court 
Judge Patrick Carroll swore 
them in, spouses held the bible.

Cindy Marx

Tom Bullock

Ryan Nowlin

PTA Holiday Lighting Winners

The Lakewood PTA had their first home holiday lighting contest, 
and the winners were spectacular! We thank them for making the 
effort, and thank the PTA for the contest! Above is 1st Place located 
at 2066 Lakeland Ave. See all the winners on page 9! 
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LAKEWOOD DISCUSSION 
Topics 	 Author	 Replies	 Member Views 	 Last Post 

Dominion East Ohio urges...	 Scott Meeson	 0	 39	 Mon Jan 06

City snow plows	 Ryan Salo	 49	 2519	 Mon Jan 06	

City council votes in new 	 Peter Grossetti	 0	 50	 Mon Jan 03
President, Vice President 

Warming Center?	 Michael Deneen	 1	 80	 Mon Jan 06

New Parking System in 	 stephen davis	 8	 752	 Mon Jan 06

“Big Brother” City Hall Now Has Drones!	Matthew Markling	 7	 835	 Mon Jan 06

Lakewood city schools closed Monday! 	 Ryan Salo	 1	 439	 Sun Jan 05

Best Taco Bell - Step Away From	 Jim O’Bryan	 20	 1844	 Fri Jan 03
The Smart Phone!

IMAGE-IN LAKEWOOD	 Jim O’Bryan	 197	 15476	 Fri Jan 03

Lakewood’s Burning Monkey Festival!	 Matthew Markling	 4	 306	 Wed Jan 01

Published biweekly with a current circulation of 10,000+ copies. The paper is made available free 
of charge and can be found at over 130 business locations within the City of Lakewood and on our 
website. The views and opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views 
and opinions of the publisher and staff. Copyright 2013 • The Lakewood Observer, Inc. All rights 
reserved. Any reproduction is forbidden without written permission. 

The mission of the Lakewood Observer is to attract, articulate, and amplify civic 

intelligence and community good will in the city of Lakewood and beyond.

Become an Observer!
 As a product of citizen journalism, The Lakewood Observer is looking for people, ages 3-100, 
to get involved in the paper and the city. We are looking for volunteer writers, photographers, 

designers, and illustrators to help with the production of the paper. It does not matter if you are 
a professional or amateur, our editorial staff will be glad to help you through the process.

 Register to our website Member Center where you can submit stories, press releases, letters to the 
editor, photos. No need to register to post online calendar or classified ads.

	 Upcoming Submission Deadline	 Publish Date
	 Sunday, January 12, 2014	 Wednesday, January 22, 2014
	 Sunday, January 26, 2013	 Wednesday, February, 2014

www.lakewoodobserver.com – 216.712.7070
14900 Detroit Avenue, Suite 205, Lakewood, OH 44107

The Lakewood Observer 
is powered by AGS’s:

Your Independent Source for 
Lakewood News & Opinion
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Deb Martinko, Jim O’Bryan, Jeffrey Siebert, Sean Swatsky Photography and Ben Tadesse.

ILLUSTRATIONS - Rob Masek, Nicka Petruccio		

PRODUCTION - A Graphic Solution, Inc.

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS - Kathy Augustine, Christopher Bindel, U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown, 
Conda Boyd, Kathleen Caffrey, Kate Dailey, Julie Derrick, Marge Foley, Lynn Foran, Christine Gordillo, 
Chuck Greanoff, Erin Hallahan, Laurie Henrichsen, Eric Knapp, Deb Martinko, Valerie Mechenbier, 
Colin McEwen, Leana Donofrio-Milovan, Ted Nagel, David Norton, Gary Rice, Elaine Rosenberger, Jef-
frey Siebert, Eric Smith, Julie Strunk, Robin Suttell, and Daniel Wenger.

	PUBLISHER	 EDITOR IN CHIEF	 ASSOCIATE EDITOR	 ADVERTISING
	 Jim O’Bryan	 Margaret Brinich 	 Betsy Voinovich	 Maggie Fraley
 				    Carlos Ramos	  
				    LO.adsales@gmailcom	

Hot Off The Deck
http://lakewoodobserver.com/forum

Join the discussion online – visit the OBSERVATION DECK

Lakewood Observer

West End Tavern presents:

18514 Detroit Avenue, 
Lakewood, OH  44107
phone: 216-521-7684 

fax: 216-521-9518 

“Sunday Brunch”
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

A 20-Year Lakewood Tradition
Eggs Benedict • Eggs Sardoux • 

Stuffed French Toast • Pot Roast Hash
Omelets • Fritatas • and more!

featuring our famous
"Mega Mimosas"

“Saturday
Bloody Mary Bar”

Create Your Own - 11 a.m.

Serving Breakfast/Lunch
featuring our famous 

Gourmet Meatloaf Stack and 
Savory Pot Roast

Voted Best Hamburger 
On The Northcoast!

India Garden

18405 Detroit Avenue
(216) 221-0676

OPEN DAILY
Lunch 11am-2:30pm

•  Lunch Buffet $9.95  • 
Dinner 5-10pm

indiagardencleveland.com

Cold Weather,
Warm Spices!

Holiday Gift Certificates & Catering Available!

Best Indian  
Restaurant in NE Ohio!

Zagat, Cleveland Magazine, Scene

McGown & Markling Co., L.P.A. 
remains among the select few law 
firms to receive a Tier 1 Ranking 
by U.S. News & World Report - 
Best Lawyers® “Best Law Firms” 
in “Education Law” for every 
year since the ranking began. 

Serving the legal needs of governmental and private organizations, public and private officials, and employers and employees. 

THANK YOU!

A big warm thank-you goes out to the city workers who are braving sub-zero temper-
atures to pick up grabage, keep streets clean, and let’s not forget fire and police! These 
folks show up every day to make Lakewood better for all. Thank you!
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Sana and Euna Taddesse of Horace 
Mann Elementary in front of the 
Lakewood Garden Club's Tree Trim-
ming submission.	  

2013 Burning Monkey Festival.
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City News

Council President Brian Powers 
called the final meeting of Council 
for the year to order at 7:40 P.M. on 
December 16, 2013.

First up was a report from the 
Committee of the Whole regarding the 
new contracts for the City’s collective 
bargaining units. Councilman Pow-
ers (At-Large) said that Council only 
approves or disapproves contracts, 
they cannot alter them. He thanked the 
Mayor and the administration for con-
ducting negotiations without outside 
help, saving the city money, as well as 
the collective bargaining units for their 
good faith negotiations.

Powers said that there were two 
over-arching themes. First, the employ-
ees will get a 2% raise for 2014-2016. 
Second, the employees will take on more 
responsibilities for their health care cost.

Council proceeded to pass a res-
olution approving of the negotiated 
contracts for Lakewood’s fire fighters, 
paramedics, and correction officers.

Next Councilwoman Mary Lou-
ise Madigan (Ward IV) read a Finance 
Committee report regarding a change to 
city employee domestic partner benefits. 
Last year the Mayor made an adminis-
trative change adjusting benefits for city 
employees to include domestic and same 
sex partners. This change only existed as 
long as current or future administrations 
decided to keep it that way. Council-
woman Monique Smith introduced an 
ordinance guaranteeing that domestic 
partners of city employees would always 
be covered under city sponsored benefits. 
After a brief discussion in the Finance 
Committee the ordinance was passed on 
its third reading.

Before the vote, members of the 
public Kyle Weigand and Steve Ben-
nett of Cleveland Stonewall Democrats 
applauded the city and thanked them 
for taking this step.

State Representative Nicki Antonio 
was also present to express her apprecia-
tion. She shared that 10 years ago when 
Council was considering the same issue, 
people didn’t understand the LGBT 
community and what a presence they 
had in the community. It was the deci-
sion in Lakewood, and shortly after the 
constitutional amendment at the State 
level that convinced Representative 
Antonio to first run for office. She said 
she is very proud of Lakewood, and that 
the State has some catching up to do.

Council passed the ordinance 
unanimously.

Councilwoman Madigan, Finance 
Committee Chair, then delivered a 
report on the budgeting process. The 
Committee recommended passage 
of all 18 ordinances that made up the 
budget. Councilwoman Madigan 
noted that the Lakewood Municipal 
Court, under the leadership of Judge 
Carroll, anticipates returning $40-
50,000 to the City. This is in addition 
to $150,000 transferred to the general 
fund last year.

The Finance Committee also 
approved of an agreement with U.S. 
Representative Marcy Kaptur for the 

lease of space in the Lawther Center 
for her regional office.

Council passed all items consid-
ered by the Finance Committee.

Councilman Powers then asked 
Council to consider a resolution to create 
a Lakewood Recreation Task Force. He 
said he and the Mayor have engaged in 
discussions with School Superintendent 
Jeff Patterson, the past part-time Interim 
Recreation Director, Council Vice-
President Madigan, and the President 
and Vice-President of the School Board 
regarding the need for better coordina-
tion between the City and the schools.

Currently responsibilities are 
divided between the City, schools and 
various independent groups. Powers 
said that less then 1% of Ohio cities 
have recreation departments managed 
and funded by their public school sys-
tem. He said “the financial burden of 
managing the Recreation Department 
should no longer be borne by the School 
District alone.” He believes a task force 
of Lakewood citizens should be put 
together to consider alternate arrange-
ments between the City, Schools, and 
Recreation Department. He asked 
Council to refer the resolution to the 
Committee of the Whole, and to invite 
the School Board to participate. It is 
his hope that a joint resolution will be 

passed by both Council and the School 
Board so that they both might appoint 
members to the Task Force.

Councilwoman Smith thanked 
Councilman Powers for his leadership 
saying that, where Lakewood has got-
ten attention for being progressive in 
certain areas, she feels that in recre-
ation the city lags behind. She thinks 
this is a prime time for improvement.

Powers said that he wanted to make 
it very clear that this was not an attempt 
at a power-grab by the City, and that he, 
along with Council and the Adminis-
tration, have worked hard to improve 
ties between the City and the School 
Board. He said that there is good com-
munication between the two, which has 
not always been the case, and was a goal 
he had when he became Council Presi-
dent. He has no intent on fast-tracking 
an ordinance through Council, but 
was introducing this resolution to help 
foster discussion and prevent it from 
falling through the cracks.

Powers continued said the city as 
a whole needs to figure out a better 
way to manage recreation without hav-
ing to take a half million dollars a year 
out of the classroom. He said, “I have a 
dollar, should I spend it on education 
or recreation; and for a School Board 
there can only be one good answer to 

that choice.” He continued, “As a com-
munity we need to find new ways to 
manage and fund, fund most impor-
tantly, recreation, going forward.”

Council referred the resolution to 
the Committee of the Whole.

The last items were resolutions 
thanking Councilwoman Smith and 
Councilman Powers for their time on 
Council introduced by Councilwoman 
Madigan, who said that it was with 
mixed emotions she says thank you and 
farewell. She said that she is confident 
they will continue to serve Lakewood.

Next, Councilman Tom Bull-
ock (Ward II) said that he has had the 
pleasure to work with both Smith and 
Powers during their time on Council 
and before. He thanked Powers for the 
efficacy, clear analysis, drive, focus and 
professionalism he brought to Coun-
cil. He said he appreciated the courtesy 
Powers showed him as they often dis-
agreed on points, calling Councilman 
Powers a  “straight- shooting arbiter on 
how we conduct ourselves.”

To Smith, Bullock said he always 
appreciated the very high standards 
she set for the community and that 
he enjoyed working with her on the 
Lakewood Saturday Farmers market, 
of which she was an instrumental part. 
In closing he said he hoped it was just 
the first chapter in more to come.

Councilman Ryan Nowlin (At-
Large) told Smith that he admired the 
fact that she was never afraid to ques-
tion why things are the way they are 
and that she always stuck to her con-
victions. To Powers he said he admired 
his strong leadership and excellent 
stewardship and that Powers was a 
protector of the independence of this 
branch of government. He said that 
Powers leaves a very high bar for how 
Councilmembers should serve the city.

Mayor Summers thanked Powers 
for his service and for the discussions 
they’ve had which he said have helped 
shape the way he views his role as mayor.

Smith then thanked Powers for the 
work he had done and for helping mentor 
her along the way. She also thanked him 
for his selfless service and hard work.

Powers said that his last meet-
ing was happy and sad and that he 
would miss working with everyone. 
He said,“It has been a great, great ride,” 
and that he knows Council will con-
tinue to be successful with those who 
are left and those great people that the 
city has elected, and he has every con-
fidence in Council’s ability to select a 
great person for the vacancy that is 
about to be created.

On that note, Powers said he has 
been trying to walk a fine line regard-
ing the procedure to fill the soon to be 
vacant Ward II Council spot. He did 
not want to start the process and cre-
ate the perception that he was trying 
to have an influence over the selec-
tion, however he didn’t want to leave 
Council in a lurch in  the new year. He 
waited until his final meeting to ask the 

Powers Says Goodbye To Council But Sets Stage For 

Discussion On Recreation Department And Council Replacement
by Christopher Bindel

by Colin McEwen
The City of Lakewood has final-

ized its 2014 general fund budget. 
Lakewood City Council approved the 
$34.7 million appropriations budget 
on Monday, December 16 after a few 
minor adjustments.

“This is a big step forward,” said 
Jenn Pae, the city’s finance director, 
pointing out the successful develop-
ment and incorporation of the city’s 
Strategic Plan. “It’s important to have 
a sustainable budget. Our expenditures 
won’t exceed our revenues.”

That means the city isn’t expected 
to make any cuts to services, programs 
or staff in 2014. The city’s Strategic Plan 

Lakewood City Council Passes 
Balanced 2014 Budget

includes both operations and capital 
improvements. “It’s an aggressive capi-
tal improvements plan that includes the 
Madison Avenue overhaul,” Pae said.

That project — complete with new 
pavement, bike lanes, traffic signals, 
and improvements to Madison Park — 
will begin in 2014.

“We’re going to continue to 
provide quality service with fewer 
employees than we’ve had in the past.”

To see more of the 2014 budget, visit 
http://www.onelakewood.com/pdf/
Finance%20Reports/2014_Lakewood_
Comprehensive_Budget.pdf.

Colin McEwen

City of Lakewood’s Multi-Media PR Manager

Brian Powers, thank you for your 
service.

Monique Smith, thank you for your 
service.
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Lakewood Public Library

Wednesday, January 8
CPH Script Club: “Yentl” by Leah Napolin and Isaac Bashevis Singer

Based on Singer’s short story “Yentl the Yeshiva Boy,” the play is significantly different 
from the film. Defying convention and the laws of her people to fulfill her dream, a young 
woman disguises herself as a man and becomes a brilliant student — as well as the most 
wanted bachelor in town. Yentl is a startlingly modern love story, and a smart, witty comedy 
that will win your heart. Rabbi Enid Lader of Beth Israel the West Temple(and last season’s 
Taste of Judaism) joins CPH staff for the conversation.

7:00 p.m.in the Main Library Auditorium

Saturday, January 11
Learning Lab Classes: Internet Skills

Learn the skills you need to teach yourself. We begin with PC basics, navigate through 
the Internet and finish with web searching. We recommend that all students practice using 
a mouse before class. Ask the Technology Center staff to show you how.

3:00 p.m. in the Main Library Learning Lab

Western Films: The Golden Age Part 2: “The Tall T” (1957)
Directed by Budd Boetticher

A trio of outlaws led by Richard Boone is holding rancher Randolph Scott and newly-
weds Maureen O’Sullivan and John Hubbard hostage at a stagecoach station. As they wait 
for the next stage to arrive, Scott realizes that when Boone robs it, he will no longer need 
any hostages. He tries to bargain for his fellow captives, but Boone finds their predicament 
increasingly amusing. As the story unfolds, it becomes apparent that the hero and the villain 

are more alike than either would like to admit.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Tuesday, January 14
Every Apron Has a Story

If you think an apron is just a piece of fabric meant to keep your clothes clean, then you 
haven’t met Caroline Urban. Her apron collection contains more than eighty specimens, 
some store bought, some received as gifts and some homemade—each with their own spe-
cial story. Learn about the materials and workmanship that went into her favorites and the 
adventures they’ve had together. Everyone is invited to bring an apron of their own and 
share cherished memories.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Wednesday, January 15
Lakewood Chamber of Commerce Book Club: “One Piece of Paper: The 
Simple Approach to Powerful, Personal Leadership” by Mike Figliuolo

Columbus-based business expert Mike Figliuolo presents a robust, authentic model for 
creating and clearly articulating a personal leadership philosophy. Based on his popular 
training course, the book teaches decisive, effective leadership by taking a holistic approach 
to defining one’s personal leadership philosophy. Through a series of simple questions, 
readers will create a living document that communicates their values, passions, goals and 
standards to others, maximizing their leadership potential. Join the Lakewood Chamber of 
Commerce for a panel discussion of its lessons with local business leaders and other readers.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Thursday, January 16
Meet the Author: “She Who is Like a Mare: Poems of Mary 
Breckinridge and the Frontier Nursing Service” by Karen Kotrba

The skillfully rendered dramatic monologues of Karen Kotrba’s She Who is Like a Mare 
document the remarkable history of the Frontier Nursing Service in eastern Kentucky in the 
early twentieth century. Through the imagined voices of the founder, Mary Breckinridge, 
and the nurse-midwives she trained to travel the back roads of Kentucky on horseback, 
Kotrba brings a whole community to life. With a sure command of the multiple tones and 
mixed dictions of the region, she gives voice to a wide range of characters: the local citi-
zens who are protective of their mountain women who have always “birthed the babies”,the 
physicians who want to replace any kind of midwifery with the new medical field of obstet-
rics, the fathers who ride out in fierce storms to bring help to their wives in labor and the 
mothers, the children and even the horses.With this book, Karen Kotrba joins the company 
of our great documentary poets: Stephen Vincent Benet, Carl Sandburg, Muriel Rukeyser 
and West Virginia poet Louise McNeill. She has brought to light a little known piece of 
women’s history—a story of cunning, courage and caring—and has done so with unforget-
table imagery, beautiful music and love. Poet Maggie Anderson applauded this book, saying, 
“This is a book I want to keep near me and reread, to remind myself of what is still possible in 
poetry and in our lives.” Books will be available for sale and signing at the event.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Saturday, January
Learning Lab Classes: Basic Software Skills

Take this simple overview of the three most popular and useful programs around. Word 
processing skills come in handy almost everywhere. Spreadsheets help you get organized 
and powerful presentations get your ideas across with style.

3:00 p.m. in the Main Library Learning Lab

Five Star Films: “Shadow Magic” (2000) Directed by Ann Hu
In 1902, enthusiastic Englishman Jared Harris arrives in Beijing, films in hand, intent 

upon opening a motion picture theater. He meets Yu Xia who has ideas on how to lever-
age the project. The men become friends. An invitation arrives to present a showing of the 
Lumiere Brothers short films to the Empress Dowager. Things are looking good. But does 
disaster lurk in the wings?

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Monday, January 20
Holiday: Birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Open All Day

Tuesday, January 21
Knit and Lit Bookclub: “I Remember Nothing” by Nora Ephron

Come share your passion for great literature and show off your knitting, crocheting, 
counted cross-stitch, embroidery and quilting works-in-progress. For full book descrip-
tions, visit www.lakewoodpubliclibrary.org/bookclubs.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Meeting Room

Learning Lab Classes: One-on-One Job Search
Spend thirty minutes with a staff member polishing your resume, brushing up on com-

puter skills and exploring employment websites. Whether you need a new job or just want to 
explore your options, we want to get you started with personal attention.

Appointments are available between 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.

Wednesday, January 22
Learning Lab Classes: 
Learning Lab Classes: Introduction to Ancestry: Library Edition

The Ancestry genealogy resource is free to use every day at the Library. How far back 
would you like to trace your family tree? Genealogist Deborah Abbott will show you how 
to unlock the secrets held by census reports, military records, birth certificates and death 
notices in this hands-on workshop. Unravel your history with professional results.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Learning Lab

compiled by Leana Donofrio-Milovan

LPL Children/Youth Events
compiled by Eric Knapp

Monday, January 20 
A Celebration of Martin Luther King, Jr.
For school age children

Celebrate the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. through stories, songs and 
craft. In honor of the MLK Jr. Day of Service, participants will create handmade cards to 
warm the hearts of nursing home residents. There is no need to register in advance.

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room.

Saturday, January 11 
Tail Waggin’ Tutors
For school-age children

Bone up on your reading skills by reading to a dog. Drop in for a one-to-one session with 
one of our dogs and owners that have been certified through Therapy Dogs International.

11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room.

September 2 – May 23 
Homework Help
For students in kindergarten through eighth grade

Need a little extra help with homework or just a cool place to study? Come to the Home-
work ER room for help and resources. No registration. Homework ER closed for school 
holidays and vacations.

Ongoing Monday – Friday,3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Main and Madison branch 
Children’s and Youth Services.

Saturdays at 11:30 a.m. and Sundays at 3:30 p.m.

Family Weekend Wonders
Make the Library a part of your family weekend time with programs featuring stories, 

activities, music and crafts. These free programs are offered every weekend throughout the 
year at both the Main Library and Madison Branch. No registration is needed. Check out 
our website (www.lakewoodpubliclibrary.org/youth) for times and upcoming themes.

Main Library Activity Room and Madison Branch Auditorium

Weekends With Wee Ones
For families with children under 2 years old

Spend a part of your family weekend time clapping your hands, tapping your feet, singing 
nursery rhymes and, of course, sharing books. We will provide materials and ideas for those 
wishing to continue the fun at home. Programs are offered every weekend throughout the 
year and there is no need to register in advance.

Best Brunch In Town!
Saturdays at 11am & Sunday 9:30am - 

Mondays - Buy One, Get One - Black Angus Burgers
Wednesdays - Try our $5 Menu!

Book your 
fundraisers and 
special events

With Us!

Join Us For
RAY FOGG from 

Put-In-Bay
Friday, January 24

at 8 pm

15309 Madison Avenue • 216.226.8616

Carabel Beauty Salon & Store
Out with the old you. In with the new you
Messy home hair color? Affordable Salon Color
Hiding bitten finger nails? Get a manicure treated with 

nail growth stimulator.
Growing a Misstache ? Get a lip wax.

Free Private Parking. Check with Id or cash

Out with the old you. In with the new you
Messy home hair color? Affordable Salon Color
Hiding bitten finger nails? Get a manicure treated with 

nail growth stimulator.
Growing a Misstache ? Get a lip wax.
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For more information or to register,  
visit www.straightfromtheheartevent.org  

or call 216.476.7061.

1 Grand Prize:   
$100,000 Cash

2 24-Month Lease:  
2014 Volvo S60, 
arranged by 
Westside Automotive Group 

3 24-Month Lease:  
2014 Mazda CX-9, 
arranged by 
Westside Automotive Group 

4 $10,000 Cash

5 Harley-Davidson 
Motorcycle,  
arranged by  
Lake Erie Harley-Davidson

6 European 
Mediterranean Cruise 
for Two from Barcelona 

7 $5,000 Cash 

8 7-Night All Inclusive  
Trip for Two to  
Cancun, Mexico,  
donated by  
Dr. E. Dean Nukta 

9 7-Day Trip for Two to 
Waikiki, Hawaii

10 Rose Gold Cluster 
Diamond Pendant,  
arranged by Rivchun Jewelers

11 $3,000 Cash

12 Fur Jacket 
arranged by Fur Allure

13 7-Night Caribbean 
Cruise for Two

14 Tahitian Black Pearl 
and Diamond Earrings,  
arranged by Rivchun Jewelers

15 5-Day Trip for Two to 
California Wine Country

16 $2,000 Cash

17 5-Day Trip for Four to 
Walt Disney World

18 $2,000 Cash

19 3-Night Trip for Two to 
San Antonio River Walk

20 Weekend Getaway for 
Two to New York City

21 3-Night Trip for Two to  
Las Vegas

22 7-Night Stay for Two in 
Hilton Head, Land Only

23 $1,500 Cash

24 Treadmill and  
Workout Essentials,  
arranged by Health & Fitness

25 His/Hers Movado 
Watches, 
arranged by Rivchun Jewelers

26 Stock Your Cellar with 
100 Assorted Wines, 
arranged by  
Rozi’s Wine House

27 $1,000 Cash

28 $1,000 Travel Voucher

29 Weekend Getaway for  
Two to Chicago

30 $1,000 Cash

31 50” LED/LCD 
HDTV Television

32 $1,000 Cash

33 $1,000 Cash

34 $500 Gas Card

35 Apple iPad 8G

36 Nook E-reader and iPod

37 Laptop Computer

38 $250 Gas Card

39 Outdoor iPod 
Sound System

40 Powershot Digital 
Camera and Video 
Camcorder

* Cash options available for 2, 3, and 5, 
at 75% of prize value

 All trips arranged by Independence 
Travel

 All electronics arranged by CompSource

Saturday,  
February 15, 2014

All proceeds to benefit the  
Heart Centers at Fairview,  

Lakewood and Lutheran Hospitals.

Early Bird Raffle:  
$1,000 Winner

The second raffle will be drawn  
from entries received  

by January 17, 2014.

All early bird winners will be eligible  

for prizes to be drawn at the event.

Raffle tickets can  
be purchased for  

$100 each or 3 for $200.

Win $100,000 or 
one of 39 other 
great prizes.

Celebrating 10 years strong!

Tax Preparation and Accounting Services
Individual • Small Business • Corporate • Estate

info@laskeycostello.com • www.laskeycostello.com

15514 Detroit Ave.  
Lakewood, Ohio

44107

P: (216) 521-2100

F: (216) 521-3258

Share the Dream: A Celebration Of 
Martin Luther King, Jr.
by Marge Foley

For some children, being off from 
school on January 20th, MLK Day, 
means sleeping late, playing video 
games, and watching television. The 
Lakewood Public Library is offering 
a meaningful alternative. Your child 
can still catch some extra shut eye, 
however from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
they can take part in a program that 
will celebrate the life and legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. through sto-
ries, songs, and a craft. As part of the 

MLK Day of Service, participants will 
create cards which will be distributed 
to local nursing home residents. This 
artistic endeavor will brighten the day 
of a senior citizen and provide your 
child with a chance to serve others. The 
cards will be delivered to the nursing 
home by the library at a later date. Each 
child will also be given the opportunity 
to make a take home booklet about the 
life of Dr. King. There is no need to 
register in advance. All school-age chil-
dren are invited to participate.

The Librainium At The 
Lakewood Public Library
by Julie Strunk

Open during library 
hours, Main Library and 
Madison Branch

Is the Lakewood Library 
ready to play? Yes it is! Come 
play with your child in our 
Librainium, an interac-
tive pre-literacy playground 
geared for children ages birth 
to 5, and help your child get 
ready to read.

The area features more 
than 40 interactive learning activities 
and is a wonderful tribute to the city 
of Lakewood.   Large letters spell out 
“L-a-k-e-w-o-o-d”. Decoupages of arti-
cles from the Lakewood Observer are 
on the paper boat and play birdhouse. 
Birdhouses are on display representing 
Birdtown, and items found by residents 
on walks are embedded in the seating. 
Fish found in Lake Erie are featured in 
our height measuring interactive and 
coins from all over the world make up 
a map representing Lakewood’s diver-
sity.

There are a lot of opportunities 
for kids to share and be social together. 
For example, the station called “H is for 
house” has a kitchen area where kids 
can play restaurant or cook with plastic 
food. A large boat allows two to steer 
at the same time while others may look 
out the port holes or read books while 
sitting on the boat bench. A puppet 
theater and puppets supports storytell-
ing skills. A toy book return and board 
book shelving even suggest that they 
play “Librarian”! A chalk board allows 
children to draw or practice writing 
their name! Throughout the space you 
will find seating for parents and care-
givers. A cozier space is available at the 
Madison Branch.

 Different activities also help 
young kids at all levels learn and play. 

Interactive panels encourage talking 
and manipulation. A matching panel, 
for example, asks kids to match items 
by shape, color, letter or all three. 
Other areas focus on counting, cause 
and effect, shape and size matching, 
making words, animal sounds, tell-
ing time, looking at a calendar, or fine 
motor skills. Features like mirrors at 
the bottom of the units and textures 
made for touching even provide activi-
ties for babies. How tall is your child? 
36 inches tall? 2 fish tall? 5 feathers tall? 
8 worms tall? How many words can 
you make in the Letter Factory? Go on 
a letter or number scavenger hunt!

The library asks that you help 
everyone be safe and have fun while 
learning. Show good behavior, like 
walking, cleaning up and keeping 
feet on the floor. Use inside voices for 
talking, laughing, and singing. Help 
protect everyone’s privacy by keeping 
your cell phone and cameras packed 
away and help us keep the library clean 
by waiting until you are outside of the 
library to eat and drink food and bev-
erages. All children under the age of 6 
years must have an adult with them at 
all times.

Day care and pre-school groups 
are welcome with a 48 hour notice! 
Call 216-226-8275, extension 140 to let 
us know that you would like to visit.
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Lakewood Public Library

HAPPY HOUR 
M-F 3-7P/Sat 12-6P

16719 Detroit Road, Lakewood • 216.221.5900

Daily Specials:
Monday- $6 Burger & Beer
Tuesday-  Martini Madness: $4 Martinis/ 

$5 Flatbreads/$3 House Wine
Wednesday-  Taco Night: $2 tacos/ 

$2 Coronas/$3 Margaritas
Thursday-  Irish Night: Live music/ 

$3 Guinness/$3 Jameson
Sunday-  1/2 Price Wings / $6 Slider Plates  

$4 Bloody Marys/$5 Mimosas 
5 for $9 Domestic Bottles 
Industry Day: 25% off tab (with pay stub)

featuring

Great Lakes Christmas Ale  
Thirsty Dog Twelve Dogs Christmas Ale

Brooklyn Winter Scotch Ale

fulfill your  
FOOTBALL FANTASY!

HD Screens
Drink & Food Specials

warm up with our  
winter BEER 

SELECTION

MAKE A NEW 
RESOLUTION! 

Make Plank Road Your  
Favorite Neighborhood Pub

®

Meet The Author Of “She Who Is Like A Mare” At LPL
by Erin Hallahan

Set in early twentieth century 
eastern Kentucky, nurse-midwives 
navigated the rugged terrain of the 
back country in fulfillment of their 
calling. Caring for pregnant women 
in their most desperate hours, they 
provided nurturing comfort door-
to-door. These pioneer members of 
the Frontier Nursing Service (FNS) 
founded by Mary Breckenridge battled 
Mother Nature in all of her seasons 
in pursuit of helping their patients. 
The carefully and artistically struc-
tured poems of Karen Kotrba allow the 
reader to discover this defining period 
in the history of nursing.

In her debut poetry work, author 

Karen Kotrba awakens the spirit of the 
nurse-midwives of the FNS through 
the imagined voices of its founder 
and her protégés. Join us for the win-
ter edition of Meet the Author at the 
Lakewood Public Library on Thursday, 
January 16 at 7:00 p.m. in the Main 
Library Auditorium.

Author Karen Kotrba was raised in 
Columbiana, Ohio. Currently a profes-
sor at Youngstown State University, she 
graduated from Kent State University 
and the Northeast Ohio MFA program in 
creative writing. Inspired by her mother’s 
career in nursing, she felt compelled to 
study the history of the FNS and the lives 
they touched. She has taught numerous 
writing workshops including a Cleveland 

Clinic workshop for MS patients.
Christopher Barzak, author of 

“One for Sorrow” and “The Love We 
Share Without Knowing” boasts, “In 
Karen Kotrba’s debut collection of 
poetry, you will encounter a vast and 
wild frontier where women are the 
heroes of the country, not men, and 
where women are the saviors of the 
lives of those who go missing from 
our nation’s history. Once you begin 
listening to the voice of the invisible 
majority, you will not be able to stop. A 
spellbound collection.“

Books will be available for sale and 
signing at the event. No registration 
is required. This program is free and 
open to the public.

Every Apron Tells A Story At Lakewood Public Library
by Elaine Rosenberger

Opening the box from my cous-
ins, I saw fabric and was dismayed. 
I knew my cousins were sending me 
something of Grandma’s, but I hadn’t 
expected a box of her old aprons. I 
had never worn an apron in my life, 
do not particularly enjoy cooking, 
and could envision no use for them. 
Still, since they were Grandma’s, I am 
reluctant to get rid of them. Some are 
elaborate bib aprons with pockets and 
ruffles. Others are simple waist aprons. 
There is a yellow apron with pockets 
trimmed in rickrack and a waist apron 

embroidered with coppery thread into 
patterns of flowers and birds. I won-
der about their workmanship and 
history: were any made by my great-
grandmother in Italy? Which ones are 
handmade? When were they created? 
Now, thanks to Caroline Urban, some 
of my aprons’ mysteries may be solved.

Known as the Apron Lady, Caro-
line Urban has a collection of more 
than eighty-five aprons and recounts 
a fascinating story behind each one. 
Wearing a vintage apron can connect 
you with the past and can be a good 
way to share cherished memories with 

loved ones. One of Urban’s aprons 
was made in the 1860s, and, although 
she does not have any of her mother’s 
aprons, Urban remembers her mother 
hanging up her apron each evening as a 
sign that her day’s work was done.

Every Apron Has a Story will take 

place on Tuesday January 14 at 7:00 
p.m. in Lakewood Public Library’s 
Main Auditorium. Everyone is wel-
come, and no advance reservations are 
required. Participants are encouraged 
to bring or wear their own aprons and 
to share their aprons’ stories.

Jungle Bob’s Traveling Zoo
by Jeffrey Siebert

Have you ever wanted to pet a 
Python or play with a Bearded Dragon? 
Well, come see Jungle Bob’s live Reptile 
show at the Lakewood Public Library 
and meet some of Bob’s incredible ani-
mals, including snakes, lizards, turtles, 
and tortoises. Jungle’s Bob’s show is an 
educational and interactive experience 
that will entertain kids of all ages.

Jungle Bob is a certified animal 
technician as well as a licensed teacher 
in animal care who has been entertain-
ing and educating children for nearly 
three decades. He has made numer-
ous appearances on local television 
shows as well as radio programs. He 
is also the author of the popular chil-
dren’s book “BobTails.” When he isn’t 
performing for live audiences, Jungle 
Bob teaches an Animal Care program 
in the Cleveland Metropolitan Schools 
to 10th, 11th, and 12th graders. Jungle 
Bob is not only dedicated to enter-
taining audiences with his interactive 

animal shows, but also teaching chil-
dren about the importance of animal 
care, safety, and preservation.

This program for children and 
their families will take place on Sat-
urday, January 25th at 7:00 p.m. All 
programs are free and open to the pub-
lic. Generously funded by the Friends 
of the Lakewood Public Library, this 
event will be held in the Multipurpose 
Room, which is located in the Chil-
dren’s Department. We hope to see you 
there!

Jungle Bob and one of his many live 
reptiles that will be at the LPL show.
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A Little Bit of Italy
in Lakewood, ohio www.peppersLakewood.com

12401 detroit avenue • (216) 226-6191
open everyday: M-Th 5-10, F-Sat 5-11, Sun 5-9

winner
“best pepperoni”
2013 Kiwanis Pizza Bake-Off

Please support kiwanis and pepper’s
at the 2014 pizza competition

Lakewood Family 
owned & operated

Lakewood Schools

MAN EATER?
It is a myth that a female praying mantis will 
always eat the male after they mate.
She only does if she’s hungry.

Now Open
Don’t miss the North American premiere of this 
provocative exhibition only at The Cleveland 
Museum of Natural History.

Recommended for ages 13 and older

CMNH.ORGPromotional sponsors: 
Cleveland Magazine, 89.7 WKSU, 
ideastream WVIZ-WCPN-WCLV

Nature’s Mating Games was created by 
the Natural History Museum, London

Cleveland exhibition sponsor:

West Shore Students Showcase Child Saving 
Invention At PLTW Fall Conference
by Lynn Foran

On November 14th, Michael 
Dodrill and Leaf Holland, seniors 
in the Project Lead the Way (PLTW) 
program through West-Shore Career 
Technical District, showcased their 
child-saving invention at the PLTW 
Fall Conference in Sandusky, Ohio. 
Their invention, the Alarmom Child 
Guardian System (CGS) addresses the 
second-leading cause of vehicle-related 
child fatalities: child endanger-
ment. “Every nine days a child dies 
from being trapped in a car. When 
we discovered the magnitude of this 
occurrence from www.kidsincars.org, 
we wanted to see if we could help pre-
vent this from happening again,” said 
Leaf of the patent-pending product.

The Alarmom CGS detects a 
prolonged absence of an adult in an 
automobile with a child still in a car 
seat using two weight sensors simi-
lar to the seat-belt sensor currently 
equipped in many cars. As Mike 
explains it technically, “The Alarmom 
CGS is powered by a Parallax micro-
controller that receives and interprets 

Leaf Holland and Mike Dodrill working on their patent-pending child-saving inven-
tion.

signals from the system’s weight sen-
sors. The system then sets off the 
vehicle’s car alarm at a predetermined 
length of time alerting everyone within 

earshot to an issue with the vehicle.” 
“We thought through several different 
solutions, but then decided to use the 
weight technology already used in cars. 

Now, we are working to add a heartbeat 
sensor for additional detection,” stated 
Leaf.

West Shore’s PLTW teachers, Ed 
Holmok and Bob Sedlak, submitted 
the project to the PLTW conference 
committee for the opportunity for 
their students to present their inven-
tion at the conference. This is an 
annual meeting for approximately 320 
PLTW teachers, counselors, adminis-
trators, business and industry leaders 
throughout Ohio. The West Shore stu-
dents’ invention was selected with two 
other projects to present during the 
conference luncheon. They also had 
the opportunity to display their inven-
tion before and after their presentation. 
Leaf and Mike prepared a giant dis-
play-board and set up their invention 
to demo their technology. After their 
presentation, a representative from 
American Honda Motors approached 
the students to tell them he is taking 
their idea back to his management at 
Honda. Coming from an industry pro-
fessional, this was a great endorsement 
of their work. They are anxious to see 
what comes of this.

In addition to the presentations, 
many PLTW programs had project dis-
plays. Of particular interest to Leaf and 
Mike, were several displays by middle 
school students. “I would have loved to 
have started gaining my engineering 
knowledge in middle school. PLTW is 
giving me an advantage on my edu-
cation before I head off to college. I 
just wonder how much farther ahead 
I would be if I had a chance to begin 
my engineering learning in 7th or 8th 
grade,” noted Leaf. Regardless, Leaf 
and Mike have a great start to their 
career through the PLTW coursework, 
their determination, and their own 
imaginations.

LHS Seniors Tapped As Service 
Academy Hopefuls
by Christine Gordillo

Three Lakewood High School 
seniors were honored recently at a cere-
mony at Rep. Marcy Kaptur’s office for 
earning alternate nominations to the 
U.S. Naval Academy. The nominations 
allow Andrew Gordon, Elizabeth McIl-
wee and Zach Moran to continue on in 
the process of earning an appointment 
to the prestigious institution.

Gordon, McIlwee and Moran 
were three of nine alternate nomi-
nees, along with a principal nominee, 
named by Rep. Kaptur out of 24 
seniors seeking nominations from the 
9th Congressional District represen-
tative. Rep. Kaptur can nominate 10 
seniors from her district to each ser-
vice academy. To have three of the 10 
Naval Academy nominees be from the 
same school is “definitely unusual,” 
said Karen Harris, who coordinates 

the military academy nominations for 
Rep. Kaptur.

To be eligible for an appointment 
to a service academy, a student must 
receive a nomination from either the 
the President, Vice President, his or 
her senator or congressional repre-
sentative. Nominee candidates, who 
are evaluated on the basis of academic 
performance, physical fitness, medical 
eligibility  and leadership, go through 
a rigorous interview with a committee 
convened by Kaptur. Gordon, McIlwee 
and Moran are all top students who 
have been involved in Rangers sports 
throughout their high school careers.

Primary nominees are considered 
first for an appointment in the national 
pool of nominees, however alternates 
are also still eligible for appointment 
and according to Harris, it is not 
uncommon for some of the alternate 

nominees selected by Rep. Kaptur to 
earn admission to one of the acade-
mies. The value of an appointment to 
one of the most selective colleges in the 
country is worth about $450,000 over 
four years. Naval Academy graduates 
are required to serve five years active 
duty and three years in the Reserves in 
return.

Congratulations and good luck to 
our three seniors as they continue to pur-
sue their goal of serving their country.
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Lakewood Cares

CO N V EN I ENTLY LO C ATED I N TH E H E ART O F L AKEWO O D

Providing Quality Senior 
Housing for 50 Years!

A�ordable living for Older Adults on 
an Active Senior Campus (age 55 & up)

Visit our Leasing O�ce at
14300 Detroit Ave. • Lakewood, OH 44107

Open weekdays, 9am-4pm or
by appointment (216) 521-0053

Westerly Apartments
SENIOR LIVING

check out our website: westerlyapartments.com 

Serving the City of Lakewood 
 at Lakewood Seventh-Day Adventist Church 

1382 Arthur Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio (in the school building) 
 

For Little One's, recipients must bring a voucher from 
Lakewood Community Services Center 

14230 Madison Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio   216-226-6466 
Monday-Friday 10am-2pm and Wed 5:30pm-7:30pm 

NEW HOURS 
Providing free gently used clothing, shoes, household 

items, & toys, for over 50 years 
Every Tuesday 9am-12:30pm and Thursdays 5pm-7pm 

Phone: 216-221-5941 (please call ahead) 
Item donations are accepted at the same place and time 

Providing diapers, wipes, and baby toiletries 
Current schedule: 10:30am-12:30pm 

Tuesdays:  
January 14th & 28th 

February 11th & 25th 
March 11th & 25th 

Stay tuned for future dates 

Monetary donations are appreciated. Please make check payable to Lakewood SDA Church 
Please note which ministry, and send to the above address, attention Treasurer 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12400 Madison Ave. • Lakewood, Ohio
216-226-7575

www.fedormanorapartments.com

When you walk through the door, 
you know you are home.

AffordAble Senior HouSing

Season Of Giving
by Lynn Foran

West Shore’s Culinary Arts stu-
dents and chef instructors helped 
spread holiday cheer throughout the 
Cleveland area at several events over 
the last two weeks. On Wednesday, 
December 4th, Chef Devan Sharosky 
and students delighted 70 Ronald 
McDonald House residents with a 
gourmet dinner. In its fifth year, this 
has become an annual event for the 
Junior Culinary students. The stu-
dents pleased the families’ palettes 
with beef tenderloin, au gratin pota-
toes, mushroom risotto, and roasted 
asparagus. They topped it off with 
turtle cheesecake and a pumpkin roll.  
The Culinary department organized a 
fund drive to raise money to buy the 
ingredients. What a wonderful way to 
bring a moment of joy to family mem-
bers who have a child in the hospital. 
The families enjoyed the meal so much 
they were asking if the West Shore stu-
dents would be returning soon to cook 
another meal! 

On Thursday, December 5th, 
another group of West Shore culinary 
students rubbed elbows with local chefs 

Culinary Students Schyler Bennett, Candice Coker, Sierra Henderson, MacKenzie 
Moore, Katherine Renaudin, and Chef Instructor Devan Sharosky with Cleveland 
area chefs at CIFF’s Home for the Holidays.

from Lago, Fire, The KATZ Club Diner, 
The Black Pig, Toast CLE, and Good 
to Go Cafe. The students helped with 
an event for Cleveland International 
Film Festival’s Film Feast, a series of 

fundraising events that celebrate all 
that is film and art in Cleveland. The 
students helped prepare and serve the 
chef-inspired treats to a standing-room 
only crowd at the home of Cleveland 

Food Writer, Laura Taxel and husband, 
Barney. Debby Sample, CIFF Market-
ing Director commented, “This is our 
fourth year to work with the students 
and they have never been anything less 
than stellar.”

A group of culinary students and 
Chef Rob McGorray headed back down 
to the Ronald McDonald House with 
16 gingerbread houses in tow for the 
families in residence to decorate on 
Wednesday, December 11. All the West 
Shore culinary classes helped to make, 
bake and assemble the houses so when 
they arrived at the Ronald McDonald 
House the houses were ready to deco-
rate. The Culinary students gave the 
families another wonderful night of 
holiday memories. 

The last event for the culinary stu-
dents was assisting at the Lakewood 
Chamber of Commerce’s holiday 
party at Vosh Lakewood on Thursday, 
December 12. The students served and 
assisted several area restaurants and 
chefs with food service.

“Each event the students partici-
pate in gives them the opportunity to 
put their classroom and West Shore 
kitchen training to real-life, real-time 
tests. Working with accomplished 
chefs who have high expectations 
provides the opportunity for our stu-
dents to see first-hand the demands 
of the culinary environment and to 
rise to the challenge,” noted Chef 
Sharosky.

Moving Beyond Loss
by Daniel Wenger

We are all in an ongoing process of 
saying “Hello” and “Good-by” to peo-
ple, to events, to places and things. We 
all face loss, and there are all sorts and 
kinds of losses that people experience 
in life. But most of us do not know how 
to move beyond our losses.  We also all 
have our well-intentioned ways of try-
ing to be a comfort to those in grief, but 
most often what we say does not really 
help and may at times even be hurtful. 
We have all heard or said at one time or 
another, “You need to let go,” but do we 
really know how to do that?

That’s just what the Grief Recovery 
Method® teaches; how to let go, how to 
complete and say good-by to what or 
whom we have lost, in a way that allows 
us to move beyond the grief and the 
pain, and enter into life and joy again.  
It teaches how to be present with others 
in their grief so that they too may move 
into the future with hopefulness.

Grief is the normal and natu-
ral reaction to loss of any kind. Grief 
and Recovery are not often used in 

the same sentence. The Grief Recov-
ery Method® is for those who desire 
to address the pain in their lives, due 
to loss, in hopes of restoring whole-
ness and the ability to take joy in life, 
in other words to recover by complet-
ing the emotional pain associated 
with loss. Developed by the Grief 
Recovery® Institute, this program is 
conducted by Certified Grief Recov-
ery Specialists®. All are current or 
retired chaplains from Fairview and 

Lakewood Hospitals.  
Next workgroup, Thursdays, 

January 23 – March 13. (8 sessions), 
3:30 – 5:00 p.m., Lakewood Hospital 
Community Center, 1401 Belle Ave. 
Lakewood

The 8-wk series repeats Thurs-
days, (Morning group) April 24 – June, 
Rocky River United Methodist Church, 
Detroit Rd. Rocky River.

Call 440-899-7113 or 440-233-8024 
to register or for more information.

Hospice Volunteer Education
by Laurie Henrichsen

Hospice Volunteer Education 
will be offered Wednesdays and Fri-
days, February 12, 14, 19, and 21, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Hos-
pice of the Western Reserve, 300 
East 185th St., Cleveland, OH 44119. 
Anyone 13 years of age or older inter-
ested in making a difference in the 
lives of others is welcome to attend 
this training. Volunteers interested 

in working with patients attend all 
sessions, while volunteering in non-
patient areas and teen volunteering 
requires only attendance at the first 
class. RSVP required. Call 800-707-
8922 (6881) to register. Classes are 
also offered at other times, days, and 
locations throughout the year.
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Lakewood Cares

Holiday Lights Winners Announced
by Julie Derrick

The lights were twinkling all around 
Lakewood as the judges made the rounds 
to determine which participant in the 
Lakewood Council of PTA’s Holiday 

Lights Contest had the grandest display 
of them all. Would it be the simple and 
elegant or the all out lights display? After 
much consideration, the winners of the 
residential and business categories of the 

contest were determined.  
The First Place Winner is the home 

located at 2066 Lakeland Avenue! This 
home has a fabulous display, and the 
Mehaffey Family will receive four 
tickets to the Annie production at the 
Beck Center. The Second Place Winner 
is the home located at 1648 Onon-
daga Avenue. This home is classic and 
elegant. The McNamara Family will 
receive free studio paint time at Art-
ist for a Day. Rounding out the Third 
Place position, is 1517 Lincoln Avenue! 
This home is whimsically decorated 
and a real treat for those of you with 
young children. The Vuyancih Family 
will receive some of the most creative 
and unique T-shirts around. GV Art + 
Design is providing fun and original 
T-Shirts to this winner! Last, but defi-
nitely not least, there are three homes 
that received Honorable Mention. 
These are the homes located at 1320 
Bunts Avenue, 1212 Hall Avenue and 
1587 Woodward Avenue. These homes 
are all creatively decorated as well and 

will receive prizes courtesy of GV Art + 
Design or H&R Block!

In the business category of the 
competition, the winner is Roman 
Fountain Pizza and Subs located at 
15603 Detroit Avenue! They have a very 
nice window display and Lakewood 
Council of PTAs appreciates their sup-
port of PTA and the community. Please 
stop by and view their window front 
display when you have a chance. Maybe 
a good time to do that would be while 
grabbing some pizza either before or 
after taking a tour of the homes that 
were awarded prizes in the contest. It 
sounds like a fun night out to me and a 
great way to enjoy the holidays!

Special thanks to the donors and 
judges of the contest. It could not have 
been possible without them. Please 
remember to patronize these businesses 
anytime you get a chance. They are Art-
ist for a Day, The Beck Center, GV Art + 
Deisgn and H&R Block. Start planning 
for next year’s contest now! I can’t wait 
to see what you come up with!

The Gift Of Warmth
by Christine Gordillo

A big thank you to Lakewood 
Hospital and its partners for the nearly 
500 items of cold weather gear that 
were donated to Harrison Elemen-
tary School students to keep them 
warm throughout the winter. Mem-
bers of the Hospital Foundation’s 
Board of Trustees and some hospital 
employees brought the items along 
with their good cheer to the school 
the week before Winter Break. Groups 
who donated items also included the 
hospital’s Board of Trustees, Wom-
en’s Board, Children’s Board and the 
American Baptist Women’s Ministries 
of Lakewood Baptist Church.

Members of the Lakewood Hospital 
Foundation Board of Trustees and hos-
pital employees join Harrison Principal 
Sabrina Crawford and Student Council 
members as they receive their gift of 
nearly 500 hats, gloves and scarves.

by Natalie Schrimpf
St. Edward and St. Ignatius High 

Schools will use their historic rivalry 
to benefit the needy at two upcoming 
Eagles versus Wildcats basketball games. 
On Saturday, January 18 at St. Edward at 
7:30 p.m. – and Saturday, February 8 at 
7:30 p.m. at St. Ignatius – attendees will 
be able to make financial donations to 
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul Cleve-
land, which helps the poor through its 
charitable programs and services. This is 
the first time the two rival Catholic boys 
high schools have joined forces to benefit 
SVDP Cleveland. For more information, 
contact SVDP Cleveland at 216-696-
6525, ext. 3150.

 “We are grateful that these two 
outstanding schools are taking their 
rivalry to new heights by using it to 
help those less fortunate,” said John 
Litten, SVDP Cleveland executive 
director. “Every dollar of the dona-
tions collected at both games will be 
used to help over 200,000 needy peo-
ple who seek our services each year. 

It’s truly inspiring to see these schools 
join together in the name of something 
greater.”

Established in 1865, the Soci-
ety of St. Vincent de Paul, Diocese of 
Cleveland is a local human service 
and welfare organization of neigh-
borhood volunteer groups residing in 
participating parishes (“Conferences”) 
throughout the Diocese of Cleveland’s 
eight-county service area. Volunteers 
(“Vincentians”) provide immediate, 
temporary emergency direct assis-
tance to those in need, regardless of 
their race, ethnicity or religious affili-
ation. Last year alone, some 200,000 
low-income individuals received more 
than $4 million in aid, which included 
food donations from SVDP’s food 
pantries (Ozanam Centers), clothing, 
furniture, back-to-school supplies and 
assistance with utilities. SVDP’s cen-
tral office is located at 1404 East Ninth 
Street, Cleveland. For more informa-
tion, call216.696.6525, ext. 3150 or 
http://www.svdpcle.org.

St. Edward And St. Ignatius High 
Schools Unite To Help Northeast 
Ohio’s Poor
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2nd Place, 1648 Onondaga Ave.

3rd Place, 1587 Lincoln Ave.

Honorable Mention: 
1320 Bunts Ave.

Honorable Mention: 
1587 Woodward Ave.

Honorable Mention: 
1212 Hall Ave.
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Lakewood Is Art

serving this community over 20 years

www.silhouettedance.net 
216-228-3871 Come see 

Miss Donna!
East End | Main Ballroom

12501 Madison Ave.
Corner of Robin & Madison. Entrance is on Robin. SILHOUETTE DanCE & fInE arTS

Classes for Special 
needs students

Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Contemporary • Pointe • Hip Hop • Acrobatics

agES 3 - aDULT

2013 faLL 
registration 

announcement  
Coming Soon!

DANIEL PRUITT STUDIOS L.L.C.

FUSED GLASS ART

Come to the studio for fusing classes or workshops.
Take a class sponsored by Cleveland Institute of Art’s Continuing 

Education and Community Outreach taught at the studio.

Looking for a 
special activity?  

Friday is a 
“Ladies Nite 

Out” Pendant 
Workshop night.Located in The Screw Factory  •  13000 Athens Ave.  

216.632.4552  •  www.danielpruittstudio.com

Help Us Celebrate our Third Year 
at the Screw Factory!

Beck Center Presents The Regional Premiere Of “CARRIE The Musical”
by Kathleen Caffrey

Beck Center for the Arts is 
pleased to again partner with the 
Baldwin Wallace University Music 
Theatre program to present the noto-
rious, cult classic, “CARRIE the 
musical,” February 7 through March 
9, 2014 on the Mackey Main Stage. 
Show times are 8 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays and 3 p.m. Sundays. Tick-
ets are now on sale.

Adapted from the bestselling 
novel by Stephen King, this grip-
ping tale is set in the small town of 
Chamberlain, Maine. Carrie White 
is a misfit. At school she’s an out-
cast who is bullied by the popular 
crowd, and virtually invisible to 
everyone else. At home, she’s at the 
mercy of her loving but cruelly over-
protective mother. But Carrie has 
just discovered that she has a spe-
cial power, and if pushed too far, is 

not afraid to use it. Time Magazine 
said “CARRIE the musical,” “has 
guts…”Carrie” has real weight and 
emotional conviction.”

Directed by Victoria Bussert, 
director of Music Theatre at Bald-
win-Wallace College, “CARRIE the 
musical” features BW alumni Kath-
erine DeBoer as Margaret White, 
an extremely religious and overpro-
tective mother, and Jodi Dominick 
as Mrs. Gardner, a strict yet caring 
physical education teacher; as well 
as an ensemble of twenty talented 
actors from BW’s nationally rec-
ognized MT program. DeBoer and 
Dominick appear courtesy of the 
Actor’s Equity Association. With 
musical direction by Nancy Maier 
and choreography by Gregory Dan-
iels, “CARRIE the musical” features 
music by Michael Gore, lyrics by 
Dean Pitchford, and book by Law-
rence D. Cohen.

“I am very excited that the third 
annual Beck Center collaboration 
with Baldwin Wallace University 
Music Theatre program will bring 
Northeast Ohio the local premiere 
of “CARRIE the musical,” based on 
the famous and infamous first novel 
by Stephen King,” remarked Bussert. 
The collaboration has also brought 
the highly-acclaimed productions 
of “Spring Awakening” and “Next to 
Normal” to the Beck Center stages. 
“This piece pulses with an amazing 
score ranging from high energy rock 
to epic melodies of nearly operatic 
proportion. With a cast combining 
professional actors and Baldwin Wal-
lace students, it promises to be a night 
you’ll never forget!”

Tickets are $29 for adults and 
$26 for seniors (65 and older) with 
an additional $3 service fee per ticket 
applied at time of purchase. Stu-
dent tickets are $15 with valid I.D. 
(includes service fee). Preview Night 
on Thursday, February 6 is $10 with 
general admission seating. Group 
discounts are available for parties 

of four or more. Purchase tickets 
online at beckcenter.org or call 
Customer Service at 216.521.2540, 
ext. 10. Beck Center for the Arts is 
located at 17801 Detroit Avenue in 
Lakewood, just ten minutes west of 
downtown Cleveland. Free onsite 
parking is available.

This production of “CARRIE the 
musical” is presented through special 
arrangement with R & H Theatricals: 
www.rnh.com and is sponsored by the 
residents of Cuyahoga County through 
Cuyahoga Arts and Culture, and the 
Ohio Arts Council.Bounce Off The Walls Children’s 

Party And Open House
by Julie Derrick

Lakewood Early Childhood PTA 
is once again set to host a Bounce Off 
the Walls Children’s Party and Open 
House! The party, which is free and 
open to the public, will be on Friday, 
January 17th from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 
p.m. at Harrison Elementary School 
located at 2080 Quail St. in Lakewood. 
There will be a bounce house, balls, 

hula hoops, pizza and drinks. Please 
bring a dish to share and join the fun!

Lakewood Early Childhood PTA 
is for families with children ages six 
years old and younger. We hope that 
your family will join us as we Bounce 
Off the Walls and let the kids burn off 
some of that extra winter energy! Visit 
www.lecpta.com or email lecpta@
gmail.com for more information.

Lakewood Senior Health Campus is a 135-bed Skilled Nursing Facility, 54-suite Assisted Living and 
60-suite Independent Living Continuum of Care Retirement Community. 

Bay Village 

North Ridgeville 

North Olmsted 

Fairview Park 

Lakewood 

To reach any of our facilities, call 

O’Neill Management 
Locally owned and managed 
by the John O’Neill Family, 

serving seniors in the 
West Shore area since 1962.

1381 Bunts Road, Lakewood  |  (216) 228-7650 
(Campus is on NE corner of Bunts & Detroit)

2014 Open
Registraion
Call for info.
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Lakewood Is Art

216.521.2540 x10  |  beckcenter.org
17801 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood, OH 44107
Just minutes from downtown Cleveland. FREE parking!

Summer’s almost here. 
What will your creative 
teen be doing?

In CIA’s Pre-College Program, your teen 
will spend two weeks using the tools, 
facilities and processes available only to 
our students, learning from our faculty, 
living on campus, and trying out the life 
of an art student at a premier college of 
art and design. 

Learn more at cia.edu/precollege

Course Offerings:

Animation

Biomedical Art: Anatomy  

for the Artist

Fashion–Jewelry–Accessories

Foundation in Art + Design

Game Design

Glassblowing

Graphic Design

Illustration

Industrial Design

The Poetry of Painting

Cleveland Institute of Art

2014 Pre-College Program

July 13–26, 2014

DANCE | THEATER | VISUAL ARTS | OUTREACH EDUCATION

EARLY CHILDHOOD | CREATIVE ARTS THERAPIES | MUSIC

THEATER INSTRUCTION
DANCE INSTRUCTION

216.521.2540 x10
beckcenter.org
17801 Detroit Avenue
Lakewood, OH 44107

Beck Center Financial Assistance Program 
Increases In 2014
by Kathleen Caffrey

Beck Center for the Arts is pleased 
to announce that due to the generosity 
of its supporters, their Financial Assis-
tance Program has twice the usual 
support for arts education students ages 
19 and under in the coming year. Start-
ing with the Winter/Spring Semester 
that begins the week of January 27, 
2014, the program will cover the cost of 
tuition or a portion thereof for quali-

fying students. Applications should be 
submitted by January 17, 2014, as assis-
tance opportunities decrease after the 
recommended date.

Beck Center provides approxi-
mately $15,000 annually to enable 
students with financial need to take 
arts education classes. At its 80th anni-
versary gala, Spotlight, in October, one 
of the auction goals was to cover the 
cost of the Financial Assistance Pro-

gram. “Our attendees responded so 
generously, we ended up raising a total 
of $33,000 which will serve approxi-
mately 120 students in 2014,” remarked 
Beck Center President & CEO Lucinda 
Einhouse. “It is a testament to how 
positively our community feels about 
the impact of arts education for our 
children.”

Financial assistance will be applied 
over the next three semesters in vary-

ing increments according to need. “We 
now have the largest pool of funds that 
will provide artistic opportunities for 
more of our community members,” 
commented Beck Center Director of 
Education, Edward Gallagher, MT-BC. 
Students ages 19 and under are eligible 
to apply for assistance for classes in 
dance, music, theater, and the visual 
arts. Limited assistance is available for 

Beck Dance Hosts Interac-
tive Sleeping Beauty Tea 
Fundraiser January 26
by Kathleen Caffrey

Beck Center’s Dance Education 
program continues to excel with nine 
students participating in the Youth 
American Grand Prix (YAGP) Febru-
ary 28 through March 2, 2014. After 
receiving the “2013 Best of the West 
in Dance Instruction” Beck Center’s 
Dance Education program is thrilled 
to offer its students the opportunity 
to perform at YAGP. These students 

will take their education and train-
ing to the next level by performing 
at the world’s largest dance scholar-
ship competition that awards over 
$250,000 annually.

In order to compete in Chicago, 
students of Beck Center’s Dance Edu-
cation and the Dance Alliance of Beck 
Center (DABC) have been tirelessly 
fundraising for months. The next 

continued on page 14

continued on page 14
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Wellness Watch

Brighten Your 
Smile,

 Build Your 

Full and Partial Dentures

Implants for single tooth 
replacement
Implant Supported Dentures

Oral Cancer Screenings 
and Denture Care Instruction

Free Consultations  

Senior Discounts

Dental Wellness Plan: in-house 
discount for uninsured patients

We provide the highest quality 
dental care, utilizing the latest 

technology and techniques, superior 
patient care and customer service.

We’re happy to help seniors
with any dental need!

Free, Private On-Site Parking

216-226-3084
www.JWLdentistry.com

14583 Madison Ave.

Mon-Wed 
7am-5pm

Thursday
7am-4pm

•
Make an appointment today!

NEW Pilates, Dance,  
& Fitness studio for Adults 
in the Lake erie Screw BuiLding

13000 athenS ave. Ste 203 & 300d  |  Lakewood oh 44107 
216.712.4622  |  www.themovementfactory.com

WhAt ArE your FitNEss  
goAls For 2014? 

take control of your health at the movement factory!   

clAssEs oFFErED 7 DAys A WEEk!

Meditation Classes  
Now Starting

Full Body Massage • Foot & 
Hand Reflexology • Acupressure     

Meditation • Polarity Therapy  
Reiki • Hypnotherapy 

15203 Detroit Ave, Lakewood
440-759-1991

www.themindbodysanctuary.com

Cathie Drumm

www.russellchiro.net

Introducing 
new ZYTO™ 
technology!

m  Chiropractic care for: 
• Athletes • Seniors 
• Pediatric • Everyone!

m Nutrition Counseling
m 21-Day Purification Program
  m Nutritional Supplements
  m Therapeutic Massage

Dr. Michael Russell
18624 Detroit Ave., Lakewood

216-221-1788

Delivering quality health care  
to the Lakewood Area since 2002

NOW OPEN !

12405 Madison Ave


Lakewood, Ohio


www.stemsoaps.com




Saturday and Sunday 11 - 5

Tu, We, Th 5 - 8 PM




Soaps


Body Butters

Lotions

Lip balm


Soy Candles

Gift sets




100% Natural

Handcrafted

Battling Parkinson’s - Cleveland Clinic Doctor Discovers 
That Intense Bicycling Can Reduce Symptoms Of This 
Neurological Disorder
by Deb Martinko

We could all benefit from being 
forced to exercise, but for those with 
Parkinson’s disease, a new program at 
Lakewood Hospital is providing clear 
evidence of just how beneficial strenu-
ous exercise can be.

Parkinson’s, the second most com-
mon neurodegenerative disorder after 
Alzheimer’s disease, affects about 1 
million people in the U.S. It is a disor-

der of the central nervous system that 
limits the brain’s ability to produce 
dopamine, which helps control move-
ment. Decreased dopamine results in 
symptoms that include tremor, rigidity, 
slowness of movement, and walking 
and balance problems.

In 2003, while riding a tandem 
bike across Iowa with a friend who 
had Parkinson’s, Cleveland Clinic 

Allen Karger works with his physical therapists to reduce his Parkinson’s symptoms 
through intense bicycling.

continued on page 16
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Business News

We Do a Better Job… Try Us!

Madison 
Ave.

Soft Cloth  
Auto Wash
& Detail Center

HEATED CAR WASH!

11832 Madison Avenue 
2 Blocks West of W. 117th • 216-221- 1255

100% SOFT CLOTH • 100% FRESH WATER
HEATED FACILITY • TOWEL DRY

Premium Auto Car 
Products & Total 

Detailing Packages 
Available

For Appointment,  
Call 216-221-1255

$2 OFF
Any Premium Wash Package

between $8-$15
not valid with other offers  EXPIRES 1-22-2014

MADISON AVE. CAR WASH

www.madisonavecarwash.com

OPEN 7 DAYS
M-f 9-6 • sat 8-6 • sun 9-4

Weather permitting!

Custom Imprinted Apparel 
Corporate Logowear 

Spiritwear 

Lakewood Chamber Of Commerce, 
Lakewood Public Library To Co-Host 2014 
Business Book Club
by Valerie Mechenbier

In partnership with the Lakewood 
Public Library, the Lakewood Chamber 
of Commerce is hosting a commu-
nity read for the book “One Piece of 
Paper,” by Mike Figliuolo. “One Piece 
of Paper” guides you through a simple 
approach for creating, articulating, 
and living your personal leadership 
philosophy—one that can be shared 
on a single piece of paper. Figliuolo’s 
model distills leadership to four easy-
to-understand aspects:

Leading yourself: What are your 
rules of personal conduct and what 
does the “future you” stand for?

Leading the thinking: Where are 
you taking your team and how will you 
innovate to drive change?

Leading your people: How can you 
lead a team as individuals rather than 
faceless cogs in a machine?

Leading a balanced life: How do 
you achieve equilibrium between work 
and personal obligations?

The Lakewood Chamber of Com-
merce will host a panel discussion of 

local business professionals and entre-
preneurs - along with author Mike 
Figliuolo via Skype - at the Lakewood 
Public Library on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 15, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Main 
Library Multipurpose Room. This 
event is free and open to the public.

One Piece of Paper Author Mike 
Figliuolo

Earned Income Tax Credit Program-
Get Taxes Done For Free
by Kathy Augustine

Cuyahoga County and the 
Cuyahoga Earned Income Tax Credit 
(EITC) Coalition will be hosting 
free tax preparation services as part 
of the Volunteer Income Tax Assis-
tance (VITA) Program. County 
VITA sites are at the County’s West-
shore Neighborhood Family Service 
Center (NFSC) and at the Southgate 
NFSC. Westshore NFSC is located 
at 9830 Lorain Ave, Cleveland Ohio 
44102; the hours of service are Tues-
day and Thursday from 5:30 p.m. to 
7 p.m., and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 
noon. Southgate NFSC is located at 
5398 ½ Northfield Rd, Maple Heights 
Ohio 44137; the hours of service are 
Wednesday from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. and Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 
2 p.m. To schedule an appointment 

go online to www.211.org or call 211/
United Way First Call for Help.

Returns will be prepared and filed 
by IRS certified tax-preparers and 
completed while the tax-payer waits. 
Tax-payers should remember to bring: 
Current photo I.D., Social Security 
cards for each adult and child on the 
return, W2 and 1099 income state-
ments, child care expense statement 
and provider’s Tax I.D. Number, Form 
1099-INT for any checking or savings 
accounts as well as bank account and 
routing numbers for direct deposit.

Community members who want 
to volunteer to prepare taxes can regis-
ter online at www.refundohio.org. Free 
training is available to become an IRS 
certified tax preparer.

For more information, please visit 
www.refundohio.org.

city to support Lakewood Kiwanis 
programs for families and children in 
Lakewood.

The procedure will be the same as 
last year, but with a slight new twist. 
Fourteen Lakewood pizzerias will set 
up shop and offer slices of their prod-
ucts to all. The order of the day is, “All 
you can eat!” Customers may return 
for as many samples as they can eat 
from as many stands as they wish. In 
addition, free coffee will be available, 
and free tickets for soft drinks will be 

Kiwanis Pizza Bake Off Returns
continued from page 1 given out at the door.

This year, customers will be 
invited to vote for their favorites in five 
categories: People’s Choice Pizza (over-
all best), Best Pepperoni Pizza, and 
Best Specialty Pizza will be voted on 
as in previous Bake Offs, and this year, 
two new categories have been added: 
Best Franchise Pizza and Best Fran-
chise Pepperoni.

Come and support our local pizze-
rias, vote for your favorites, and support 
Lakewood Kiwanis charities!

★★NOW YOU CAN★★
RENT-A-HUSBAND
Wallpaper
Removal

Handy Man
Services

Painting
And all of those jobs and repairs that you

never had the time or talent to do yourself!
Building Code Violation Corrections

Call Rich Toth at
440-777-8353
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Letters To The Editor

February 1 - 2
STATE THEATRE
Tickets: 216-241-6000 / 888-974-3698
Online: ShenYun.com   PlayHouseSquare.org
Presented by Ohio Falun Dafa Association

All-New Show | With Live Orchestra

“A Dazzling Show!

World’s top Classical Chinese dancers
Unique east-west orchestra

Timeless lengends and myths revived
Exquisite costumes & Animated backdrops

ShenYun.com

The production values are grand.”
— The Globe and Mail Recalling the Great Qin, 2011

Ranger 360, Upstanders And Community Conversation
by Kate Dailey

When my partner and I were 
deciding where our family would make 
our home, we were looking for a com-
munity in which two white moms with 
two brown boys could settle and find 
a supportive and embracing commu-
nity. As I am from New Jersey, I was 
voting for a move east. She grew up 
in Lakewood and was certain that we 
could find a home here. So when we 
moved the fifty miles east from our 
home in Erie County to Lakewood in 
2002, I felt a bit like she won that dis-
cussion. Now, in 2013, I can’t imagine 
any other community in which we 
would feel so at home.

I have had so many moments over 
the past 11 years when I have felt grate-
ful for that move to Lakewood. Our 
experiences in the schools, the faith 
community, and the civic community 
have shown us a city that is invested in 
the quality of life of all of its members. 
Most recently, it has been the Ranger 
360 program that has caused me once 

again to feel proud and thankful for 
this community we call home.

On Tuesday, November 19, the 
Lakewood Community Relations 
Advisory Commission (LCRAC) part-
nered with Ranger 360 for its annual 
Community Conversation which was 
held at the Lakewood Public Library. 
The conversation this year was about 
being an Upstander and included a 
high school coach, a guidance coun-
selor, the director of H2O and a student 
leader. The term itself was coined by 
the Facing History and Ourselves proj-
ect and speaks of a person, group, or 
institution that stands up to negative 
and biased talk and actions and speaks 
out for an environment in which all are 
valued and all are safe. It is, I think, 
what so many of us are busy trying to 
teach and model for our children all 
the time. What was so important for 
me about the LCRAC and Ranger 360 
program on that Tuesday night is that 
this concept of living as an Upstander 
has found its way into a community-

wide conversation, initiated by Ranger 
360 which is a program that has been 
active in the schools for the past year. 
It appears to me that Lakewood, as 
a community, is embracing an idea 
that supports, celebrates and lifts up 
a diverse population of people, rather 
than pushing them down or out.

When examples of “maleness” 
from our current culture are so often 
limited to violence, dominance and 
power, and images of femaleness are 
limited to weakness, vulnerability and 
passivity, Mr. Ron Lewis, Lakewood 
High School football coach, is chal-
lenging his players to be Upstanders. He 
wants them to think about themselves 
as young men who can perpetuate a 
climate of respect and creativity, and 
not be limited to an idea of maleness 
as dominance, which is so important 
on the football field, but not in their 
relationships off the field. Lakewood’s 
Help to Others (H2O) program, under 
the direction of Ms. Emmie Hutchin-
son, uses service as a way to instill 

confidence and self-acceptance, as well 
as a drive to serve others -  precisely 
the qualities that enable our young 
people (and all of us) to reject a culture 
based upon dominance and judgment 
of others.  Lakewood City Schools, 
via outstanding leadership, adminis-
tration and staff, not only encourages 
the character development of their 
students, but expects their students 
to explore and grapple with social 
issues, as an important component of 
becoming a “life-long learner.”  And an 
outstanding example of just this char-
acter development is student leader, 
Mr. Devon Chodzin, who exemplifies 
the struggles and rewards of commu-
nity-based and social learning, via his 
many accomplishments, including 
being Vice-President of Model UN, 
leadership position in the LHS Orches-
tra, executive for H2O, leader of Club 
Identify, and becoming one of four 
2012 Dare2Care Leadership Scholars.  
In sum, all four panel members from 
the LCRAC November 19 event per-
sonify and provide shining examples 
of what it means to be an “Upstander.”

What does all of this have to do 
with Ranger 360? Ranger 360 is a collab-
orative program, one of only 9 selected 
nationally, between the Lakewood City 
Schools, community organizations, 
the Lakewood Police Department, 
business groups, and faith based 
organizations to address and prevent 
power-based personal violence. When 
news stories are filled with events like 
the Steubenville assault and the kid-
napping and release of three young 
women after a decade of unimaginable 
abuse, it is more important than ever to 
work as a community, celebrating and 
accepting our differences, while work-
ing together to prevent violence against 
and amongst our youth. We can do 
that when we become a community of 
Upstanders, who reject the idea that 
violence is inevitable and work to cre-
ate a community in which safety and 
life with dignity are everyone’s right. 
This is the Lakewood community to 
which I belong and that I am proud to 
call home.

Kate Dailey has been a resident of 
Lakewood since 2002 and has two sons 
in the Lakewood schools.

opportunity to support this endeavor 
is the interactive Sleeping Beauty Tea, 
a fundraiser for children based on this 
classic ballet. There are two opportu-

Beck Dance Hosts Interactive Sleeping 
Beauty Tea Fundraiser January 26

nities to attend this event at 1 p.m. and 
at 4 p.m. on Sunday, January 26 in the 
Music & Dance Building at Beck Cen-
ter for the Arts.

The Sleeping Beauty Tea is geared 
toward children ages 3 to 10 accom-
panied by an adult. Guests will be 
served tea, punch, and cookies while 
a Sleeping Beauty fashion show and 
performance segments from the pop-
ular ballet take place. “The Sleeping 
Beauty Tea will be a wonderful expe-
rience for children who are captivated 
by ballerinas, fairytales, and tea par-

ties,” exclaimed Melanie Szucs, Beck 
Center’s associate director of dance 
education. The dancers will teach 
the children Sleeping Beauty mime 
sequences and they will take home a 
special ballet craft.

Tickets are $12 per person and 
can be purchased at beckcenter.org 
or by contacting Customer Service at 
216.521.2540 x10. Beck Center for the 
Arts is located at 17801 Detroit Avenue 
in Lakewood, just ten minutes west 
of downtown Cleveland. Free onsite 
parking is available.

Beck Center Financial Assistance Program

private music lessons and Creative Arts 
Therapies sessions. “As a result of the 
generosity of our donors and members 
of the Beck Center family, more kids 
than ever will attend classes at Beck 
Center where they can tell their story 

and create art experiences.”
The application along with rules 

and regulations can be found at beck-
center.org or by calling Customer 
Service at 216.521.2540 x10. Questions 
regarding the Financial Assistance 
Program can be directed to Edward 
Gallagher at 216.521.2540 x12.

continued from page 11
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The Common Core: Part 1
by Chuck Greanoff

Dear suburban white mothers: 
Your opposition to the Common Core 
is rooted in the realization that your 
child is not “as brilliant as you think 
they are, and your school is not as good 
as you think.” Sincerely, Arnie Dun-
can, Secretary of Education.

Arnie Duncan, President Obama, 
hi-tech and test-prep companies, edu-
cational consultants, Bill Gates, and 
others have a plan for your child, and 
it doesn’t include small class sizes, 
emphasis on the arts, or anything 
that celebrates their unique, creative 
talents. It doesn’t include your input, 
either directly or through your locally 
elected school board. It does include 
privatization, more testing and more 
power and profits for the “reformers.”

If you oppose their plans you are 
either a right-wing or left-wing extrem-
ist, or you just don’t get it. These guys, 
not you, nor your elected school board, 
and not your teacher, know what’s best 
for your child. (Funny though, most 
of these “reformers” send their kids to 
schools that will never adopt the Com-
mon Core).

The latest phase of school 
“reform,” the increasingly controver-
sial “Common Core” is about to be 
visited upon the students of Ohio. This 
three part series examine the motiva-
tion and rationale for the Common 
Core. The alleged need for this feder-
ally mandated curriculum is rooted in 
a set of manufactured “beliefs” about 
America’s public schools designed to 
undermine public confidence and con-
tinue to lay the ground work for the 
monetizing of children, the privatiza-
tion (for profit) of public education, 
and the marketing of scalable edu-
cational products that can be sold en 
masse to schools all over the country.

What a fabulous business model—
manufacture a crisis, create a demand, 
and then provide the products to fill 
that demand. Meanwhile, usurp the 
power of locally elected school boards 
to allocate resources and establish cur-
ricular priorities.

The major players behind school 
“reform” and the “Common Core” 
coup de’etat are educational technol-
ogy companies, Jeb Bush, Eli Broad, 
David Coleman (more on them next 
time) and Bill Gates, who turned his 
attention to increasing class sizes, 
infusing technology into classroom, 
and promoting a national curriculum 
after the abject failure of his “small 
schools” initiative. Gates’ next 200 
million has been spent promoting the 
Common Core and attempting to buy 
school board seats. This is a power and 
money grab, underwritten by Gates 
and others--fronted by politicians of 
both parties—masquerading as educa-
tion reform.

President Obama, the most anti-
public education president in our 
history, is using the leverage of “No-
Child Left Behind” waivers to coerce 
states into applying for “Race to the 
Top” grants, requiring states to imple-

ment the Common Core curriculum. 
Obama picked up the baton from 
George W. Bush, whose cynically 
crafted “No Child Left Behind” law 
stipulated that, by 2104, any school 
that had one student lacking test “pro-
ficiency” and/or failed to make Annual 
Yearly Progress (AYP) could be closed, 
turned around, turned into a charter 
school, etc. So, to get a waiver from 
punitive measures for their schools 
states signed up for Common Core. 
Given that the implementation of a 
federal curriculum is unconstitutional, 
the next best thing is to coerce states 
into adopting one. 

The rationale for the “Common 
Core” has been carefully crafted to 
create a sense of national urgency, 
predicated on several false but widely 
held beliefs: a) that US public schools 
are failing and that we are lagging far 
behind other countries; b) that schools 
can be ranked based on aggregate test 
scores and; c) that educational out-
come can be reduced to a test scores. 

As parents, you are told to: 1) 
disregard the emotional elements of 
growth/education; 2) reduce your 
notion of “education” to measurable 
tested elements; and 3) most impor-
tantly—suspend your own thinking 
about your child’s progress and turn it 
over to a testing company or a “foun-
dation.” In sum, don’t trust your own 
experience. 

For a fuller understanding of the 
decades’ long disinformation cam-
paign, read The Manufactured Crisis 
by Biddle and Berliner, and The Reign 
of Error: The Hoax of Privatization 
and the Danger to America’s Public 
Schools, by Diane Ravitch. Essentially, 
the public has been bombarded with so 
much de-contextualized “data” that it 
is now common “knowledge.”

Here are the leading myths: 1) 
students in many other countries 
are “out-performing” ours, and this 
threatens our economic viability; 2) 
Test scores are falling in the US and 3) 
there is a growing racial achievement 
gap. The well-funded propaganda cam-
paign has been effective. In summary, 
here are some facts that the educational 
reform establishment and a compro-
mised national media will rarely tell 
you. (For a full rendering, read Cornoy 
and Rothstein: What do International 
Tests Really Show About US Student 
Performance?)

The achievement gap between 
races is decreasing. In fact, on some 
measures, such as 4th grade math, Afri-
can American achievement was higher 
in 2009 than white achievement in 
1999. Had white student achievement 
stood still, the achievement gap would 
be closed (Ravitch). Don’t expect this 
bit of context to escape the lips of the 
“reformers”, though. It contradicts a 
key talking point. 

Overall, test scores are at their 
highest point ever recorded

When controlling for poverty, 
US test scores compare favorably with 
those of other nations

When controlling for poverty, US 
public students outperform students in 
private and charter schools

There may indeed be a relation-
ship between test scores and per capita 
domestic product. The higher the aver-
age test score, the lower the gross per 
capita domestic product. While no 
cause and effect relationship can be 
drawn, sacrificing the curriculum in 
service of a test score makes no sense—
unless you want to make money from 
the manufactured crisis.

It’s a long standing tradition to 
apply methods that seem to “work” in 
other counties to the US, ignoring the 
unique economic and social dynamics 
of each. Sometimes, it takes a non-
American to appreciate the unique 
value of American institutions, includ-
ing Public Education. Chinese Scholar 
Yong Zhao, in a futile attempt to edu-
cate Arnie Duncan about his own 
country, puts it this way: “American 
education has many problems, but to 
paraphrase Churchill, it is the worse 
form of education except all the others. 
The decentralized system with local 
governance is a fundamentally sound 
framework that has evolved within 
the American context, that has led to 
America’s Economic prosperity and 
scientific prominence so far, and that 
is being studied and copied by others.”

But there is some “prosperity” to 
be found in the Common Core—for 
the “reformers” and their investors. 
Significant curriculum changes will 
need to be made to implement Com-
mon Core—and no one stands to cash 
in more than the Pearson Corporation, 
the largest on-line book company in 
the world. They make no secret of this 
fact. 

They announced in their 2012 
Earnings Report that “The Partnership 
for Assessment of Readiness for Col-
lege and Careers (PARCC)...awarded 
Pearson and Educational Testing Ser-
vice (ETS) the contract to develop test 
items that will be part of the new Eng-
lish and Mathematics assessments to 
be administered from the 2014-2015 
school year. We continued to pro-
duce strong growth in secure online 
testing, an important market for the 
future. We increased online testing 
volumes by more than 10%, deliver-
ing 6.5 million state accountability 
tests, 4.5 million constructed response 
items and 21 million spoken tests…We 
also launched the Online Assessment 
Readiness Tool for the PARCC and the 
Smarter Balance Assessment Consor-
tium (SBAC) Common Core consortia 
to help 45 states prepare for the transi-
tion to online assessments.

Still confused about the power 
behind the “Common Core?” Follow 
the money.

Rick Hess of the American Enter-
prise Institute, writing in Education 
Week, revealed the Common Core 
end game. It’s the same one that led 
to school “report cards”; to under-
mine confidence in public schools to 
increase demand for for-profit char-

ter schools, vouchers and other parts 
of the “reform” agenda. It seems that 
those “white suburban moms” aren’t 
yet on board with the notion that their 
kids’ schools are awful. They have the 
temerity to think for themselves. The 
Common Core and its’ testing regimen 
seeks to change that.

“First, politicians will actually 
embrace the Common Core assess-
ments and then will use them to set 
cut scores that suggest huge numbers 
of suburban schools are failing. Then, 
parents and community members 
who previously liked their schools are 
going to believe the assessment results 
rather than their own lying eyes. (In 
the case of NCLB, these same folks 
believed their eyes rather than the 
state tests, and questioned the valid-
ity of the latter--but the presumption is 
that things will be different this time.) 
Finally, newly convinced that their 
schools stink, parents and voters will 
embrace “reform.” However, most of 
today’s proffered remedies--including 
test-based teacher evaluation, efforts 
to move “effective” teachers to low-
income schools, charter schooling, and 
school turnarounds--don’t have a lot 
of fans in the suburbs or speak to the 
things that suburban parents are most 
concerned about.”

In my view, the most important 
lessons in navigating your way through 
the maze of data: 1) do not accept, 
uncritically, the interpretation of data 
from those who seek to profit from 
low test scores and 2) do not equate 
test scores, aggregate or otherwise, 
with educational quality; 3) follow the 
money.

For the coup to succeed, you must 
stop thinking, and turn your brain 
over to a set of bi-partisan elites who 
simply know better. Sorry Mr. Dun-
can, I predict it will fail, but only after 
a long struggle. Public school students 
and their parents are smarter than you 
think they are.

seeking for money from passersby and 
being without the comforts they are 
used to – heat, solid shelter, food and 
money. The group will be roused from 
their box shelters by 6 a.m. on Sunday 
to resume seeking donations and will 
continue doing so until noon that day. 

The LCC youth are collecting cash 
or check donations (made payable to 
Lakewood Congregational Church), as 
well as new socks and underwear for 
men, women and children.

For those who want to make cash 
or in-kind donations prior to the event 
or who would like more information, 
contact the LCC office at 216.221.9555

St. Peter's youth also will be rais-
ing funds for various local homeless 
support organizations. For more infor-
mation on their fundraising efforts, 
call the St. Peter’s office at 216.226.1772.

Homeless 
Sleep Out
continued from page 1
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Empower Local Education Leaders
by Ted Nagel

“I would just like to thank ‘No 
Child Left Behind’ for changing my life 
and making all of this possible!”

Does anyone remember this line 
from the Princeton Validictorian’s 
speech? Me neither. You probably won’t 
remember the same line with Common 
Core substituted for NCLB either. That 
is because education is essentially an 
inspirational endeavor. It requires moti-
vated teachers that can inspire students. 
National-level policy does not inspire 
anyone. Does that mean there is no 
place for policy and regulation?

In my twenty years in the Army, 
I was often admonished not to be a 
“micro-manager.” Micro-managing 
is the process by which a higher level 
leader gets down into the weeds to 
ensure every detail is up to his stan-
dards. Two things happen under 
micro-managers. The first is that the 
process fails to develop the next gener-

ation of leaders. The second thing that 
happens is the organization never sur-
passes the standards of that one leader. 
There is no synergistic effect of incor-
porating the good ideas and inspiration 
of all of the members between the 
leader and the ground-level members.

It is my observation that educa-
tion right now is a stagnant enterprise. 
Many teachers are protected by tenure 
too early and settle in for the long haul. 
Some teachers get their lesson plans 
completed, develop their tests with 
easy grading processes and then try to 
use all of these things from year to year 
in order to save on work.

They do not allow students to keep 
their graded tests so that they do not 
have to develop a new one for the next 
class. This type of teacher should be 
able to fit in well with a system which 
hands them a curriculum, many of 
the tools to develop the lesson plans 
and then tests the students against the 

standard at the end of the school year. 
But are the teachers doing this going to 
be the teachers that the Princeton Vale-
dictorian thanks in his or her speech?

Does local control mean that 
there is no place for national or state 
regulations? Regulations are a neces-
sary evil. The higher one goes in an 
organization, the broader the con-
trols should be. For example, at the 
national level, it is perfectly appro-
priate for the government to state in 
the broadest terms what is expected 
from students who will graduate to 
the next grade level. Different states 
might add elements to this such as 
requiring a state history section at dif-
ferent milestones. Developing tests 
that evaluate growth from one grade 
to the next based on these guidelines 
is also within reason. The idea is not 
to trap the schools, but to help them 
to achieve their goals. But the national 
or state level bureaucracy has no busi-

ness developing detailed curricula for 
every classroom.

There is no national or state level 
program that will identify inspira-
tional teachers. That must be done at 
the local level. School districts must 
hire leaders/ principals for each school. 
Principals must then interview teach-
ers. They must be able to see them and 
interact with them to see if they have 
what it takes to inspire a new genera-
tion.

They must have the guts to train 
them, give them feedback, and yes, 
honestly evaluate them with master 
teachers observing their classrooms. 
Teachers should come and go. It is hard 
to stay inspirational doing the same 
thing for thirty years without a break.

Teachers could move between 
administration and the classroom con-
ducting the evaluations and developing 
training methods. These teachers could 
then return to the classroom taking 
advantage of what they have learned 
from watching their colleagues. 

Many great private schools have 
sabbatical programs in which teachers 
can travel and research to get re-ener-
gized. Schools should recruit people 
who have had other careers and are 
now looking to give back. Those second 
careerists are looking for something 
inspirational to do, but the unions and 
the regulations keep them from getting 
into a classroom.

I have not looked in detail at 
the Common Core. But I don’t see it 
inspiring anyone or motivating teach-
ers to greatness. It is my opinion that 
anything that does not inspire students 
or motivate teachers is destined to be 
another policy with good intentions 
that ends up adding more administra-
tive requirements thereby detracting 
from classroom effectiveness.

Creating Jobs By Investing In Ohio’s Clean 
Energy Economy
by Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio)

Manufacturing helped make the 
middle class in Cuyahoga County 
which has the most manufacturing 
jobs in the state. In fact, manufactur-
ing jobs have a larger multiplier effect 
than any other industry. For every 
$1.00 spent in manufacturing, another 
$1.48 is added to the economy.

But much more is possible because 
of Ohio’s clean energy economy which 
is adding jobs at a much faster rate 
than the state’s overall economy. Ohio 
has the fifth-highest number of clean 
energy jobs in the nation and Northern 
Ohio leads the state with more than 

9,100 jobs in this industry.
A recent report revealed that we 

can create jobs and revitalize our man-
ufacturing base by investing in the 
clean energy economy and increas-
ing renewable energy standards and 
federal tax credits for wind and solar 
power. But other nations like China 
are taking big steps in advanced and 
renewable energy. China now has the 
world’s largest renewable energy capac-
ity. Yet with this increased capacity, we 
are witnessing Chinese efforts to play 
by their own rules and give their busi-
nesses an unfair advantage. 

That’s why I’ve urged the Obama 

Administration to take stronger trade 
enforcement measures, to respond 
to the challenges of Chinese subsi-
dies. And that’s why I introduced the 
Revitalize American Manufacturing 
and Innovation Act of 2013. It would 
create a Network for Manufacturing 
Innovation – to position the U.S. as 
the world’s leader in advanced manu-
facturing.

Because our workers have the drive 
and creative thinking to out-innovate 
the rest of the world. We just need to 
make sure they also have the resources, 
and investing in clean energy manufac-
turing is a step in the right direction.

Battling Parkinson’s - Cleveland Clinic Doctor
continued from page 12

researcher Jay Alberts, PhD, seren-
dipitously discovered how intense 
exercise could improve the symp-
toms associated with Parkinson’s 
disease. After just one day of rigorous 
exercise, his friend’s symptoms—
inability to write legibly, difficulty 
moving, problems with balance—
improved.

Since that ride 10 years ago, Dr. 
Alberts has continued to research the 
effects of “forced” cycling on patients, 
and has identified positive results.

When Exercise Presents Special 
Challenges

Cleveland Clinic Rehabilitation 
and Sports Therapy at Lakewood Hos-
pital purchased a prototype motorized 
stationary bicycle last winter with a 
gift from Lakewood Hospital’s Chil-
dren’s Board and assistance from the 
Lakewood Hospital Foundation. The 
rehabilitation program is just one 
element of the multidisciplinary neu-
rological care available at Lakewood 

Hospital.
Allen Karger of Broadview 

Heights is one of many people putting 
that bike to good use. Diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s 20 years ago, the 66-year-
old actively fights the disease. When 
Mr. Karger was first diagnosed, 
medication helped. In 2004, as the 
disease progressed and his symp-
toms worsened, he underwent deep 
brain stimulation (DBS) surgery, in 
which electrodes implanted in his 
brain send electrical impulses to the 
area affected by Parkinson’s in order 
to control his symptoms. Today, a 
combination of medication, effects 
of DBS, exercise at a fast pace, (called 
“forced exercise”) and physical ther-
apy help keep him moving.

There’s a difference between vol-
untary exercise—or going at your own 
pace—and forced exercise, in which 
something else sets a pace higher than 
your voluntary rate, says physical ther-
apist Joyce Geib, PT.

“It’s very difficult for those with 
Parkinson’s to increase the force 

needed to move at a rate higher than 
what they can comfortably do on 
their own,” Ms. Geib says. “While 
the average person can pedal a bike 
comfortably at between 60 and 90 
revolutions per minute, Dr. Alberts’ 
research has shown optimum impact 
on brain function and movement 
comes from exercising at a minimum 
rate of 80 RPMs. This is very challeng-
ing for an individual with Parkinson’s 
to achieve.”

Working with Physical Thera-
pists

Mr. Karger has worked up to rid-
ing the bike twice a week for 12 minutes 
at 80 RPMs, and is striving to do more. 
“It is a workout to be sure, but such a 
simple exercise can do so much good,” 
he says.

Those in the forced exercise pro-
gram typically have therapy two or 
three times each week, spending up to 
45 minutes on the bicycle under the 
supervision of a physical therapist.

The operation of the bike is con-
trolled by an iPad, which monitors the 

effort the patient is exerting vs. what 
the bike is controlling to maintain the 
80 RPM rate. The goal is for patients to 
learn, over time, how much exertion 
is required to reach and maintain that 
pace so they can do the same level of 
exercise at home on a standard station-
ary bike. This helps to improve brain 
circulation, increase mobility, and 
possibly even reduce the amount of 
medications needed.

Remarkable Results
“At the time Allen was diagnosed, 

we never thought he’d be able to walk 
our daughter down the aisle—but he 
did,” says his wife, Cynthia Karger. 
“Thanks to the incredible support of 
his physicians and the therapists at 
Lakewood Hospital, and Allen’s own 
determination to fight every single day 
to keep going, he’s doing great,” Mrs. 
Karger says. “In January, when we 
went to Disney World with our son, 
daughter-in-law and two beautiful 
granddaughters, he was able to walk 
the park with the rest of us—never 
once needing a wheelchair.”
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Notes From Afghanistan

Dispatch 3.3: Lunch With A Warlord
The term “warlord” is thrown 

around a lot when it comes to Afghani-
stan. Media reports love it. “Regional 
warlords take power!” or “Warlords 
threaten viability of fragile govern-
ment!”  Think tanks support articles 
like “Cooption of Warlords critical 
to Long-Term Viability of the Afghan 
Government” and academics pub-
lish their thesis’, “Warlordism and the 
Decentralized Power Sharing in Cen-
tral Asia.” I’ve never met an actual 
“warlord” in person before, but fortu-
nately for me, several live nearby.  So I 
called and arranged a lunch date.

The Bagh-e Pol Bridge is a physi-
cally unremarkable two-lane concrete 
bridge over the Arghandab River. What 
makes it special is that it is the main 
bridge connecting Kandahar City with 
points west and north. Whoever con-
trols the bridge not only has access to 
all trade coming in from the west, but 
also holds their hand over the city’s 
critical life-support artery. That man is 
Hajji Tor Ghani.

Tor Ghani is a Pashtun and ex-
mujahadeen. He’s almost fifty, but he 
doesn’t know for sure. When he was 
seventeen he started fighting the Sovi-
ets and has been fighting in one way or 
another ever since. He’s a survivor and 
knows how to navigate the extremely 
complicated and nuanced politics that 
dominate Afghan society. I wanted to 
meet him because he controls a very 
key piece of terrain in my area of oper-
ations and I had heard a lot about him.

To get there, we drove our small 
convoy of vehicles down Highway 1 
and through the Bagh-e Pol market. 
Traffic slowed to a few kilometers per 
hour as we inched past the pedestrians, 
livestock, market stalls, and other vehi-
cles. Just prior to crossing the bridge 
we turned right and drove along the 
dried Arghandab riverbed. To our left 
a thriving livestock market with herds 
of sheep and goats was in progress, and 
on the bluffs overlooking the river, the 
edge of Kandahar looked down on us. 
We reached a treeline, parked, met 
some policeman and after a few hand-
shakes, were led into his garden.

Tor Ghani is tall and slender, with 
a thick head of dark hair, bushy beard, 
and dark complexion. He dyes a por-
tion of his hair red, giving him a wild 
stripe on the side.  His voice is soft, 
almost effeminate, and he smiles a lot. 
Under the hair and above his beard, his 
eyes are hard and piercing, almost cold. 
I felt like I was talking to Tony Soprano 
while following the Grateful Dead.

“Thank you for meeting with me 
on such short notice,”  I started.

“No problem,” he smiled, “I have 
not met with the ISAF commander in a 
long time.”  He paused, “and tomorrow 
I have to drive to Herat. A man owes 
me nine-hundred thousand dollars.”

The soft voice and piercing eyes 
were clear - I was glad to not be that 
man.

We sat at a table in the center of 
his garden. Flowering bushes and fruit 
trees obscured the sounds and sights of 

Eric Smith

the urban tumult outside. Birds landed 
on branches, sang a quick song, and 
then flitted away. I felt like I was in 
Arabian Nights, dining in the sultan’s 
garden, isolated from the urban clamor 
of the city.

“This is a very nice garden. Very 
peaceful.”

“Yes, I like beautiful things.” Tor 
Ghani almost purred. “You see that 
guard? He carries the rifle I carried for 
thirty years. Now I don’t carry a rifle. 
I’m getting old. I like beautiful flow-
ers and animals.” He gestured around 
him. “There’s a kitten. Would you like 
to see my fighting dogs?”

“Sure.”
Tor Ghani whispered to an assis-

tant and the man dodged around a 

building, returning with a dog that 
looked like a St. Bernard bred with a 
stallion. “Isn’t he magnificent? I have 
twelve.”

We ate sheep and chicken, cucum-
bers and peppers, and the ever-present 
(and sloppy) pomegranates for dessert.

Our conversation ranged over a 
broad set of subjects. We talked about 
fighting the Soviets, what the Taliban’s 
goals were now, the improvement in 
Afghanistan over the last ten years, 
and what Afghanistan would look like 
five years from now. We talked about 
trips to Pakistan, camel-treks over the 
Registan Desert to the south, and weeks 
spent hiding in tunnels. We talked 
about the bridge and how important it 
was and how it needed to be protected 

and kept open for all of Kandahar’s 
benefit. We looked at the photos on 
the wall of Tor Ghani standing next 
to famous politicians, generals, and 
mujahedeen. I wondered if he had 
other pictures inside he brought out for 
other guests.

He was a conglomeration of contra-
dictions, wrapped up in an intoxicating 
charisma, confusing and endearing at 
times. He was eager to work with us 
and convinced that Afghanistan would 
not last long without American patron-
age. Fighting and war were a lifestyle 
choice that was inevitable for his sons. 
Who will they fight? I asked. “Probably 
Pakistan, maybe Iran, maybe Russia,” 
he shrugged. The adversary was less 
critical than the action.

“Say the word and I will have fifty 
men. We will go and fight the Taliban 
in the mountains together.”

“I look forward to that,” I 
answered, “You and I will certainly 
clear them all out.”

When it came time to leave, I 
thanked him for his hospitality; we 
took some photos, and promised to 
come back soon. I have no doubt he will 
keep the bridge secure and continue to 
work with the Afghan government and 
ISAF forces.

And I’m glad I’m not that guy in 
Herat who owes him money.

Eric Smith is a Lieutenant-Colonel 
in the US Army, currently stationed 
in Afghanistan.  A lifelong resident of 
Lakewood, he went to Grant Elemen-
tary, Harding Middle, and graduated 
from Lakewood High School in 1990.  
He is convinced that sailing on Lake 
Erie, with all that water, would be the 
best thing ever.

Visit us on the web @ www.JoesLakewoodComputer.com
Or in our shop @ 14035 Madison Avenue in Lakewood
Call us @ 216-409-1656
"Like" us on Facebook: JoesLakewoodComputer

Lieutenant-Colonel Eric Smith with Hajji Tor Ghani at the edge of Kandahar City.

Council Clerk to start the replacement 
process by posting the vacancy. That 
way, he said, when the new Council 
convenes, they will have a head start.

In closing, Powers said that he 
never intended to serve on Council 
and certainly never intended to serve 
as Council President. However, after 
much service to the community he 
found himself on the Grow Lakewood 
Task Force where it became clear to 
him that Lakewood was headed for 
severe financial times with three days 
of cash in the bank, when standard is 
at least 60; Lakewood once had over 
70. This was in 2008 when the country 
was hit with the hardest financial times 
since the Great Depression. After being 
sworn in, Powers and his colleagues on 
Council had to get very serious about 
the issues facing the city, and he said, 
“It caused us some hard times. Some 
cuts had to be made and none of it was 
easy to do.” It was hardest on the hard-
working city employees that had to be 
laid off, he said.

In the last six years, he said one of 
the important priorities was passing 
structurally balanced budgets each year. 
During this time they have been able to 

build up the City’s reserves while main-
taining core services to residents. He is 
very happy they have been successful.

He went on to say that you need 
three things to be successful: First: The 
pure luck of being born in the right 
family; he said we often discount the 
fact we were born in a free country and 
he thanked his parents. Second, being 
able to spend your life with the right 
person; pointing out his wife Maureen 
in the audience, he said he is glad we 
live in a country that is getting closer 
to everyone being able to marry the 
person they love, and that he certainly 
married the right person.

Finally, he said the third key is to 
surround yourself with people smarter 
than you are. He said he has had the 
privilege to do that with those sitting 
with him on Council, and in serv-

ing under people he believes to be the 
two greatest Mayors of Lakewood, Ed 
FitzGerald and Mike Summers.

He also wanted to thank the three 
Council Presidents he served under, 
Mike Dever, Kevin Butler and Mary 
Louise Madigan, for their leadership, 
and for the service and guidance of all 
the directors in the administration. He 
thanked Amy Antel, the former legisla-
tive liaison for Council who moved to 
the law department, and her replace-
ment Maureen Bach for their hard work. 
He said he gives most of the credit for 
the full functioning of Council to Mary 
Hagan, the Council Clerk. As his last 
act of Council President, he asked that 
everyone give her a standing ovation.  

Coming to the end of the meeting, 
Council President Powers adjourned 
his final meeting at 8:38 P.M.

Powers Says Goodbye To Council ...
continued from page 3
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Pulse Of The City

CALL NOW!  216.535.3681   |   checkoutcb.com

Give us a call. 
Together, we can maximize 
your output in a single bound.

With Cox Business’ advanced products, 
you get invincible service and substantial 
support in a powerful combination of trust, 
loyalty and excellence. And having a 
dedicated partner means more time – 
and profit – to look after your business.

I Do Here Highly Resolve... Those New Year’s 
Resolutions, And The Time That Tries Men’s Souls

With apologies to both President 
Lincoln and Mr. Paine, let’s face it, the 
time that tries men’s (and women’s) 
souls is indeed here again. 

Yes indeed, here it is. New Year’s 
Eve has passed, and you know what 
that means. New Year’s Day fol-
lowed in extraordinarily quick 
succession, and then, there’s that time-
honored tradition of making New 
Year’s resolutions- going way back to 
who-knows-when. Whether due to 
religious remorse for past sins, or suf-
fering from some horrible hangover, 
it’s probably likely that more than a few 
people have promised to change at least 
some of their low-down ways on New 
Year’s Day. Some actually will do so, 
but for others, that change will be tem-
porary, at best.

In a way, I guess that making reso-
lutions can be cathartic. Every so often, 
even the most down-and-out among us 
probably have this deeply ingrained-
internal hunger to clean up, whether 
that would be spiritually, physically, 
or emotionally. Then too, people have 
their habits, some formed in child-
hood, and many of those not reflecting 
the best behaviors. Some drink, some 
smoke, some eat (way) too much of the 
wrong thing. Some cuss, some back-
bite and tell tales, you name it....yet on 
New Year’s Day, so many of us dare to 
hope that, even for a moment, maybe, 

Gary Rice

just maybe, if we could quit whatever 
bad habits we have, what a better world 
it would be, both for ourselves, and for 
those around us. There are even a few 
who perhaps, can even break those bad 
habits cold turkey. Some, on the other 
hand, will need to seek help, and help 
is, of course, readily available.

Then there are others who, par-
ticularly over the holidays, wrestle 
with depression, guilt, sorrow, regrets, 
and again, some will resolve to change 
those feelings in the new year. A few 
may be able to change on their own, 
while again, many more will need pro-
fessional help in order to do so.

These points being made, there’s 
Lauzi’s wise thought about a journey 
of a thousand miles beginning with 
that first step. I’ve often kept that 
expression in mind when I wanted 
to change something negative in my 
own life. Having the courage and the 
determination to take that first step 
can be very difficult to think about, 
but at the same time, it is far often 
easier to do something, than it is to 
just think about it, or even worse--to 
do nothing.

Sometimes, big decisions do 
require a bit of thought beforehand, 
keeping in mind that decisions are 
one thing, and commitment’s quite 

another. I think that we actually have 
to get to a point where we absolutely 
realize that everything negative that 
we do carries equally negative conse-
quences, both for ourselves, and for 
others. If we could only look ahead 
to some of those potential conse-
quences, we might better understand 
why we need to change that direction 
in our lives.

I suppose that some of this has 
really hit me hard in the last few years 
with the loss of some of my friends who 
were actively engaged in bad habits that 
may have contributed to their serious 
health problems. So many people who 
were around my age are dead and gone 
now, and that causes me to pause and 
reflect on the consequences of poten-
tially self-destructive habits. Others 
whom I’ve known have experienced 
bankruptcy, homelessness, divorce, 
and the loss of their good names, either 
due in part, to bad habits, or poor 
choices. Far too many people real-
ize, all too late, that they should have 
changed their lives sooner. Too few 
seem to realize that it’s never too late 
to do so.

Let’s face it, we human beings 

are simply not very good at mak-
ing, or keeping, our promises. That’s 
why some groups mention enlisting a 
Higher Power in their efforts to help 
people change their lives. Without that 
Higher Power, many people feel that it 
would be impossible to change. There 
is admittedly a debate about whether 
we have enough will power to change 
on our own, or how much we need 
that Higher Power, but there is truly 
very little debate about the need for so 
many of us to change for the better in 
our lives.

Should we then be making those 
grand resolutions to change things on 
New Years Day? For some, that may 
well be the pathway that they choose. 
Others will offer humble prayers asking 
for daily strength to face down those 
bad habits. Either option, I believe, can 
start the journey to help people begin 
to build a better world for themselves, 
and for those around them.

None of us can go back in time 
and start our lives over again. We can 
always however, develop new direc-
tions for our lives. Doing something 
to improve ourselves, ANYTHING...is 
so much better than doing nothing at 
all, and that can be done on New Year’s 
Day, or any day that follows.

FINE CIGARS •
DOMESTIC CIGARS •

TUBES •
PIPES & TOBACCO •

ROLLING MACHINES •
ZIPPOS & OTHER FINE LIGHTERS •

LAKEWOOD
17008 Madison Ave.

216.221.0833

NORTH RIDGEvILLE
32327 Cook Rd.
440.309.4046

NORTH OLMSTED
4695 Great Northern Blvd.

440.777.4033

THREE LOCATIONS TO SERvE yOU:

10%
OFF

$5
OFF

10%
OFF

16 oz. roll your 
own tobacco

electronic  
cigarette kit worth 

$20 or more

premium cigars   
(excluding monthly specials)  

and 20% off  
full box orders

• HUMIDORS & ACCESSORIES
• DJARUM & NAT SHERMANS
• HOOKAH  & ACCESSORIES
• ROLL yOUR OWN TOBACCO
• ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES
• LOTTERy AND KENO

EXPIRES 1-15-14 EXPIRES 1-15-14 EXPIRES 1-15-14
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Lakewood Living

Window & Door

BUY 
LOCAL

BUY 
LOCAL

BUY
LOCAL

BUY 
LOCAL

216.221.5800                                integrityOH.com

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

Lakewood’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

My name is Gregg Mazurek from Collectors Gallery 
and I have collected and dealt in antiques for the 
past 40 years and I would like to talk to you if you 
are thinking about selling even a few of those 
cherished items you have collected over the years.
Selling antiques can be a difficult and emotional 
time. I try to make it as simple and easy as possible.

Call (440) 322-4313

$ Antiques
$ Coins
$ Books
$ Guns
$ Sterling Silver
$ WWII Items
$ Artwork
$ Toys
$ Gold Items?

THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR AN ON-SITE CONSULTATION

THINKING OF SELLING YOUR

I am particularly interested in the following items:

References provided upon request.

Glassware
Cut Glass • Art Glass

Carnival Glass • Early American 
Reverse Painted Lamps Etc.

Pottery
Roseville • Weller

Rookwood • Cowan

Toys
Tin Wind-Up • Cast Iron

Space Toys • Character Toys

Weapons
Rifles • Shotguns

Swords • Hand Guns

Historical Items
All Presidential Campaign Pins

Books • Autographs

Artwork
Currier & Ives • Oil Paintings

Watercolors • Posters

Advertising
Signs • Give-A-Ways
Early American • Etc.

Miscellaneous
Civil War Items • WWII Items

All Sports Items • All Tiffany Items

Sterling Silver
Flatware • Jewelry

Tea/Coffee Sets

Paper Items
Comic Books (Pre 1965)

Postcards • Books (1800s)
Baseball Cards (Pre 1960)

Gold Items
Gold Coins • Gold Jewelry

Gold Teeth • All Items Marked

Coins
Silver Coins Pre 1965

All 1800s Coins • Gold Coins

PLEASE PROOFREAD
Ad artwork ©2013 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

• KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • REC ROOMS 
• ATTICS • ADDITIONS • DECKS/ARBORS

SMALL PROJECTS WELCOME    

REMODELING DONE RIGHT

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
RENOVATIONS

FREE ESTIMATES
216-785-1616 

P•M•K
PAINTWORKS

216.226.3056

Interior
Exterior

Residential
Commercial

Report: Westshore Council Of Governments 
(WCOG) Meeting, December 11, 2013
by Conda Boyd

This report, which contains obser-
vations and selected highlights of a 
meeting of the WCOG, is not an official 
statement of the LWV. Official min-
utes are prepared by Mayor Summers’ 
office.

Present: Mayors Bobst (Rocky 
River, arrived 9:47), Clough (West-
lake), Patton (Fairview Park), Summers 
(Lakewood), Sutherland (Bay Village)

Absent: Mayor Kennedy (North 
Olmsted)

Also in attendance: Dave Greens-
pan, District 1 Representative, Cuyahoga 
County Council; Steve Presley

Meeting called to order 9:34; con-
vened to executive session 10:45 to 
consider WEB personnel wages.

Guest: Jeff Capretto, Special 
Agent in Charge (SAIC), Westshore 
Enforcement Bureau (WEB) Narcotics 
Task Force

SAIC Capretto presented cop-
ies of the WEB Narcotics Task Force’s 
most recent (2012) annual report, 
detailing prosecuted cases, drug and 
prescription medication seizures, 
other activities of the WEB drug unit, 
and activities of the Westshore Young 
Leaders, a WEB-sponsored network 
dedicated to preventing substance 
abuse “through collaborative problem 
solving and leadership development.”

WEB is attacking the growth of 
prescription drug abuse on several 
fronts. Ohio Automated Rx Report-
ing System (OARRS) helps identify 
patients who “doctor shop” to obtain 
multiple prescriptions. Prescription 
drug dropboxes have been installed 
in all WEB police department lob-
bies, with 1,100 pounds of all types of 
drugs collected year to date.  Pharma-
cies are alerted when prescription pads 
are reported stolen. Finally, doctors 

suspected of pill trafficking are inves-
tigated and prosecuted.

Active street drug complaints 
currently number 35. Heroin use is at 
an all-time high. Meth Check helps 
identify sales of over-the-counter 
medications that contain precursors to 
methamphetamine.

Prevention education for staff, the 
public, and the Westshore Young Lead-
ers group receives high priority.

Other Topics
WCOG’s 2014 budget and dues 

allocation formula will be finalized in 
February. In the meantime, the may-
ors voted a temporary appropriation of 
25% of the 2013 budget.

Discussion of November’s Westshore 
Fire Investigation Unit proposal was 
carried over to January. Open questions 
include when it is appropriate to call in 
state investigators, how the Unit would 
interface with the state, overtime impli-

cations, an inventory of trained staff, 
and continuing education and creden-
tial requirements. It was noted that the 
Fairview Park fire chief is retiring.

Mayor Summers will contact 
November’s guest, William Denihan, 
CEO, Alcohol, Drug Addiction, & 
Mental Health Services (ADAMHS) 
Board of Cuyahoga County, to request 
a proposal for crisis intervention train-
ing for westshore mayors, directors, 
and social workers.

Councilman Greenspan 
announced that the county’s reverse 
911 system is being tested and will be 
made available at the local level upon 
successful completion of the tests.

Future Topics
Topics for January include the 

WEB budget and cost allocation, Fire 
Investigation Unit, Human Resources 
consulting, and changes due to the 
Affordable Care Act.

The Westshore Council of Gov-
ernments was founded in 1971 “to 
foster cooperation between municipal-
ities in all areas of municipal service.” 
All meetings are open to the public. 
The next meeting will be January 8, 
9:30-11:30 a.m., in the Fairview Park 
Gemini Center’s Birch Room.

Straight From The Heart Raffle Features 
$100,000 Grand Prize
by Margaret Brinich

Would you like to win $100,000? 
How about a two-year lease on a Volvo 
or a Mazda? A Harley Davidson motor-
cycle? Or a Mediterranean Cruise for 
two! These are just a few of the 40 
incredible prizes offered through the 
10th Annual Straight from the Heart 
Raffle to benefit the cardiovascular 
needs of our community.

Since beginning in 2004, the 
Straight from the Heart Raff le and 
Gala have raised more than $2 mil-

lion to benefit heart care in our 
community, including cardiovas-
cular services, technology and 
community outreach programs at 
Fairview, Lakewood and Lutheran 
Hospitals.

With such a great cause and 
so many incredible prizes, why not 
purchase a raff le ticket for a chance 
to win $100,000, or 39 other great 
items? The raff le takes place Febru-
ary 15, 2014, at the Straight from the 
Heart gala at LaCentre Conference 

and Banquet Facility in Westlake. 
In addition, early raff le ticket pur-
chasers are entered into an early bird 
raff le for a $1,000 cash prize on Janu-
ary 17, 2014.

Raffle tickets are $100 each or 
three tickets for $200. To see a com-
plete list of prizes, or to purchase 
raffle tickets online, visit http://www.
straightfromtheheartevent.org or con-
tact the Community West Foundation 
at 216.476.7061. 
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HEATING &       
COOLING

SERVING LAKEWOOD SINCE 1922

SALES  n  SERVICE  n  INSTALLATION

CALL US TODAY!

216-521-7000
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

$15 
off

$125 
off

any  
service call

any furnace 
or A/C  

installation

NAT-25536-1

Quality interior and exterior painting for over a decade

216-287-7468/216-228-0138 office • www.allurepainting.net

OWNER ON SITE • FREE ESTIMATES
Now scheduling interior house painting!

Visit Sicily Without  
Leaving Home

since 1990  •  23 Years in business!

Fresh authentic italian cuisine
Pizza • Pasta • Sandwiches • Salads • Wings

www.nunziospizza.net

now serving 4 Locations!
Lakewood • Fairview Park   
Cleveland • Akron Campus

17615 Detroit Ave.  •  216-228-2900

oPen:
Monday - saturday

4pm - 3:30am
Deliveries until 3:30am

sunday
2pm - 1:30am

Deliveries until 1:30am
Available Items: Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onions, Green Peppers, Anchovies, Ham, 

Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Meat & Artichoke Hearts

small
6 cut - 9”

 $6.50
 $7.00
 $7.50
 $8.00
 $8.50
 $9.00
 $0.50
 $1.00

Medium
8 cut - 12”

 $8.00
 $8.75
 $9.50
 $10.25
 $11.00
 $11.75
 $0.75
 $1.50

Large
12 cut - 16”

 $10.50
 $11.50
 $12.50
 $13.50
 $14.50
 $15.50
 $1.00
 $2.00

Party tray
Half Sheet

$11.50
$13.00
$14.50
$16.00
$17.50
$19.00
$1.50
$2.50

Plain
1 Item
2 Items
3 Items
4 Items
Deluxe
Extra Items
Extra Cheese

PIZZA

U.S. CommerCe ASSoCiAtion 
BEst of ClEvElanD for 2 ConsECutIvE YEars

2009 & 2010

 15118 Detroit 
  in Lakewood.    
                                                                                         

Espresso
Coffee
Tea
Beer
Food

Our menu is completely vegetarian, 
and our ingredients are local and 
organic when available.  www.theroot-cafe.com

ank-you for making Rozi’s Wine House, Inc.
Northeast Ohio’s #1 Ranked Wine Store (Cleveland & Scene Magazines)

NOW OPEN!
Choose a select bottle (or glass)

of wine or draft beer from
from the Café Menu

OR
Browse Cleveland’s 

#1 #1 Rated Wine Store and
choose any bottle of wine or

beer from the shelves and take
it back to the porch to enjoy.

14900 Detroit Ave. • 216.221.1119

www.rozis.com
WE SHIP WORLDWIDE

New Gift Catalog 
now-online and in the store. 
Holiday Season is 
quickly approaching.
Be sure to check out 
our new award winning Gift Basket Selctions

Hours
Mon. - urs.
7:30am - 7pm

Fri. Sat.
7:30am - 9pm

Sunday
1212am - 5pm

Café service ends 
15 minutes prior to closing.

Italian and Classical American Cuisine

Making life simple...
Catering from  

Italian Creations

216-226-2282
16104 Hilliard Road • Lakewood

www.ItalianCreation.com

Restaurant, Catering, and Take-out


