
Group Questions
Sermon Recap
A life of faith is similar to a long journey. However, you’re not actually on a journey if you’re
not moving. While the faith journey can be long and slow, it shouldn’t be stagnant.
Throughout this series, we’re going to discuss some mile markers of a faith journey to
help you know where you are and where you need to go next. This week we talk about
forgiveness and how it can keep us stuck in our faith when we try to withhold it.

CONNECTION
There are a lot of strange and difficult words in the English language. Many of them are
very difficult to pronounce. A few that were joked about this week were the words; Rural,
Worcestershire, and Colonel. What are some of the words you have a hard time
pronouncing?

There are many words that people have a hard time saying because they're hard to
pronounce, but there are also a lot of words that people have a hard time saying just
because they are hard to say. Such as "I was wrong," "I am sorry," and "I forgive you." What
makes these phrases so hard to say? Are there any other phrases that are just as difficult
to say?

TENSION
Generally speaking, do you have a personality that lets things go pretty quickly? Or do
you tend to remember things for a long time? Meaning, if someone has wronged you, you
don't forget it too quickly?

What are the downsides to both of those options? Letting things go too easily and
holding a grudge?

Are there any other ways we deal with being offended or hurt by someone?



TRUTH
In the gospel of Matthew, you can find one of Jesus' longest teachings, typically called the
sermon on the mount. It's found in chapters 5, 6, and 7, and it reveals a lot of truth about
how we should live our lives. Remember, this advice is coming from the one who created
life itself. But that doesn't always make it easy to swallow.

Someone read Matthew 6:9-13. If you have a phone, read it from the NLT translation in the
Bible app.

These verses seem to say that receiving forgiveness from God and extending forgiveness
to others are tied closely together. How do you think they are related?

Someone read Matthew 6:14-15.

To be clear, these verses are not saying we receive forgiveness and salvation by forgiving
others. But they do make it clear that if we want to be like Jesus and follow his ways, then
forgiveness is not an option; it's an obligation.

Why do you think Jesus is so adamant that we forgive, no matter what?

The apostle Paul threw many people in jail, he assisted in at least one murder (Acts 8:1-3),
and threatened to murder others (Acts 9:1). This ended up giving him the most powerful
testimony imaginable: the person who tried to destroy the Church by stoning and
imprisoning Christians ended up being willingly stoned and imprisoned himself in order
to build the Church.

If Jesus forgave Paul for all of this, do you think there is anyone that Jesus deems
unforgivable? Do you believe there is then anyone we should deem unforgivable?

APPLICATION
This whole series is about movement, taking action. Is there someone in your life or in
your past that you may need to reach out to and extend forgiveness? And if there isn't
someone, what can we be doing in the meantime? Because someday or another, you'll be
in a position where you need to extend forgiveness. So, as Christians, what can we be
doing to prepare ourselves for that day? How can we get better at being quicker to
forgive when we are wronged?

PRAY


