
Group Questions
Sermon Recap
A life of faith is similar to a long journey. However, you’re not actually on a journey if you’re
not moving. While the faith journey can be long and slow, it shouldn’t be stagnant.
Throughout this series, we’re going to discuss some mile markers of a faith journey to
help you know where you are and where you need to go next. This week we start with
what it means to truly follow after Jesus.

CONNECTION
Growing up, most of us would get a lot of our shopping done at a mall, especially around
Christmas. But those days seem to be fading away with the rise of Amazon and online
delivery. When you think about a mall, what memories pop up first?

While the giant maps at those malls still exist, they might not much longer. But we still
use plenty of maps to help us get where we're going. If you're choosing - Apple Maps,
Google Maps, or Waze... which is the best?

TENSION
Knowing where you are and where you need to go is essential when you're going on
vacation, but it's also important when you're assessing your spiritual life.

When's the last time you thought about where you are and where you're going in your
faith journey?

The focus of this week's message was "following Jesus." This will always require us to move
from where we are to what's next, whether you've been following Jesus for years or you've
yet to make that decision. And often, the tension with following Jesus comes down to the
idea of authority. By nature, how do you deal with authority? Are you okay with it? Like it?
Or push back on it?

Do you ever notice how you deal with authority, translating into how you follow Jesus?



Someone read Jeremiah 17:7-9.

Our hearts can be so deceiving; they can talk us into almost anything. When making a
decision, and your heart gets pulled into the equation, how often does your heart win?
Any examples?

TRUTH
It can always be easy to have excuses for not following Jesus right now, to not take a step
in your faith journey. Jesus gives a few examples in a story recorded in the book of Luke.

Someone read Luke 14:18-20.

On Sunday, Jamie paralleled these three excuses to home, carrier, and family. Those three
categories take up the majority of our time. Are there any other categories that we may
spend a lot of time on?

Like the men in Jesus' story, we can fall into the trap of thinking those categories are
somehow separate from following Jesus. However, Jesus shouldn't be a separate
category. He should be interwoven into each of those categories, being a part of
everything you do. What are some practical ways we can make Jesus a part of those
categories?

APPLICATION
Here's a quote from this week's message. "Following Jesus is not a task you complete. It is
not a stage you finish; it is a path you keep walking between now and the end of this life
as you know it."

Is there an aspect of following Jesus that you feel you need to hone in on? Maybe it's
something new, or perhaps it's something you're already doing, and you just need to do
more of it. Either way, is there a next step you feel you need to take when it comes to
following Jesus?
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