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SERMON RECAP
Throughout this 5-week series, we’re going to study through Acts 2:42-47. We’ll look at the
priorities that the first church devoted themselves to and begin to challenge ourselves to
be fully devoted to these things in the same way. This week we focused on the
first-century church’s devotion to prayer.

CONNECTION
What's something you never get tired of doing?

What's something you do get tired of but wish you wanted to do more of?

How would you describe your prayer life? Is it active, stagnant, maybe periodic?

TENSION
Someone read Acts 2:42.

Prayer is mentioned in one form or another 10 times in Matthew, 12 times in Mark, and 5
times in John. But Luke mentions it 19 times in his gospel and 32 times in Acts. Why do
you think prayer seems to make such a drastic jump in the books of Acts?

Why do you think we should pray?

TRUTH
Someone read 1 John 2:6.

John was a disciple of Jesus and spent three years learning from him. According to this
verse, John thought if you claim to be a follower of Jesus, you must live as he did. Other
translations say, "Walk as Jesus walked."



What do you think John is thinking about when he says we should live as Jesus did?

In their time with Jesus, John and the other disciples learn many things from Jesus. One
specific thing they learned was how much, why, and how Jesus prayed. A Matter of fact, in
the Gospel of Matthew and Luke we see the disciples specifically ask Jesus how they
should pray. It's clear they noticed Jesus did it a lot, and it gave him something they
wanted. Another interesting idea, is throughout the Gospels, prayer is the one thing the
disciples specifically asked Jesus to teach them to do, not how to walk on water, calm the
seas, or heal people.

Someone read Luke 11:1-4.

Pointing to verse 2, Travis mentioned this week that "Prayer is built on a balance between
reverence and intimacy." We can call God our Father (intimate) and at the same time say
hallowed be your name (reverence).

When you pray to God, do you feel you have a balance between intimacy and reverence?
Or do you think you lean heavily one way or the other?

Here are a few other lines Travis used to describe what was happening in these verses.
● Adoration fuels submission.
● Submission Fuels trust.
● Trust fuels repentance, and repentance fuels humility.
● Repentance and humility fuel dependence.

Do you see these four ideas playing out in the Lord's prayer? Which one stands out to
you? Which do you connect with the most?

APPLICATION
There were two challenges laid out this past week when it comes to prayer.

1. As individuals, we must cultivate a hidden life of prayer.

How do you believe you can begin to cultivate this in your life? Is there anything you have
done or are doing that has helped you cultivate a life of prayer?

1. As a church, we must cultivate a bold sense of corporate prayer.

Beyond our prayers as a group, what are some other ways you can participate in
corporate prayer with other believers in your life? What opportunities are there to do this?



PRAY


