
Week Four: Devoted to Prayer
October 3, 2021

Big Truth: We are called to be a praying church.

Acts 4:23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and
reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When
they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign
Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and the earth and the sea, and
everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of
your servant, our father David: “ ‘Why do the nations rage and the peoples
plot in vain? 26 The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together
against the Lord and against his anointed one.’ 27 Indeed Herod and Pontius
Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to
conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did
what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 29 Now,
Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word
with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and
wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 After they prayed,
the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.

A praying church is made up of praying people.



Christ’s Design for Individual Prayer

Matthew 6:9 This, then, is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name, 10  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. 11 Give us today our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from the evil one’.

I. Adoration

II. Submission

III. Trust

IV. Humility/Repentance

V. Dependence

A Template for Corporate Prayer

I. They prayed from a position of adoration.

“Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and the earth and the
sea, and everything in them…”

Psalm 29:1-2 Ascribe to the Lord, you heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord
glory and strength. 2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the
Lord in the splendor of his holiness.

II. They prayed scripture over one another.

Acts 4:25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our
father David: “ ‘Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 26 The
kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together against the Lord and
against his anointed one.’

Psalm 2:4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.

III. They told God what He already knew.

Acts 4:27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles
and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant



Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had
decided beforehand should happen.

What we have just experienced is written about in scripture. This persecution
is not new. God is just as much in control of my circumstances as He was in
David’s. God is just as active in this moment as He was in that one.

IV. They asked for power that they already knew they had access to.

Acts 4:29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak
your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform
signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”

Recommended Resources for Prayer

Daily Prayer App

The Songs of Jesus Prayer Devotional by Timothy Keller

Book - Pray Big by Alistair Begg

Book - Answering God by Eugene Peterson

Stage Reading: Acts 4:23-31

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/daily-prayer-app/id1437016829
https://www.amazon.com/Songs-Jesus-Daily-Devotions-Psalms/dp/0525955143
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=pray+big+alistair+begg&i=stripbooks&crid=E27VAN08KRSQ&sprefix=Pray+Big%2Cstripbooks%2C155&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_1_8
https://www.amazon.com/Answering-God-Psalms-Tools-Prayer/dp/0060665122

