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Big Truth: We are called to grow, and we are called to
grow together.

I. Christ commissioned “teaching.”

Matthew 28:18-20 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

The disciple’s ultimate calling was to make disciples. This is how the global
church under Christ would take shape. This was a call to recreate themselves
in the life of new believers. A crucial element of that disciple-making process
was to “teach” these new believers to obey all the commands that Jesus had
given the disciples. Biblical teaching is built on proclamation, instruction, and
correction that allows a student to move forward on a set path. The events
that led to the church being described in Acts 2:42-47 paint a vivid picture of
what comprised the “Apostle’s teaching.” After receiving an instruction to wait
in Jerusalem and a promise that power was coming, the Apostles gathered in
the upper room, received the gift of the Holy Spirit. Upon receipt of the Spirit,
the Apostles began speaking in tongues, and a curious crowd was drawn.



Peter, moved by the Spirit, began to preach the church’s first sermon. A
sermon that consisted of 4 parts:

1. The announcement that the age of fulfillment has arrived. Peter quotes
Joel chapter 2 as a means to suggest that the long-awaited time when
God would do a mighty saving work amongst His people was here.

2. An account of the ministry, death, and triumph of Jesus, Peter clearly
articulated that the “signs and wonders” witnessed in Jesus were
assurance that He was the Christ and the Son of God. The Christ was
murdered by “evil men” by way of crucifixion. However, the tomb now
sat empty as Christ has risen in unquestionable victory.

3. Citation of Old Testament scriptures whose fulfillment in these events
proves Jesus to be the one to whom they pointed. Peter uses King
David to establish the reality that all biblical prophecy and promises
point to the one Savior, Jesus the Christ.

4. A clear call to repentance. Having proclaimed the gospel, Peter extends
an invitation for all of his hearers to repent of their sin and be baptized
into the name of Christ.

In response to this proclamation of truth, 3000 gave their lives that day. Many
of these individuals would remain in Jerusalem; Acts 2:42-47 is a description
of that community. The ongoing teaching of the Apostles amongst the
community was wholly focused on Christ and Him crucified. It was a daily
rhythm of being reminded of the life, death, and resurrection of Christ and
what it calls us to. The Apostles were committed to instructing and correcting
these young believers that they all might become more equipped to embody
Christ and carry His truth to a lost world.

II. Christ empowered fellowship.

Often times a sharp division is drawn between each of the early church’s
devotions. The temptation to study each individually is understandable and,
to a certain extent, a worthy endeavor. However, great care should be taken to
also notice and affirm the complementary nature of these devotions. This is
especially true in regard to the early church’s devotion to the Apostle’s
teaching and the devotion to fellowship. Whenever possible, we should study
these two elements in as closest association as possible. To be devoted to the



Apostle’s teaching carries with it a responsibility to embrace and devote
ourselves to Biblical fellowship.

The word used here is koinonia and, in this context, suggests a deep,
Spirit-empowered partnership. It is a mutual commitment that I am for you
and a deep level of trust that you are for me. We are fully united. It is the
Spirit-empowered dynamic of such fellowship that makes it inseparable from
our devotion to truth. It is by our exposure to gospel truth that we are
transformed, and it is only as transformed individuals that we possess the
Spirit sensitivity that enables this deep level of partnership.  Jesus embodied
this in that He did not teach truth from a distance. He invested truth into the
lives of His followers from close proximity. The Apostles embodied this as well.
Thus why they did not preach at Pentecost and then encourage the 3000 to
be on their way. They continued to meet together with regularity so that truth
could continue to be invested in close proximity. This mentality carries on
through the New Testament. When Paul carried out his missionary journeys
this mentality, it mentioned in regard to the people of Thessalonica.

1 Thessalonians 2:7b-8 Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8so
we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share
with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well.

Paul and his associates didn’t just offer the Thessalonians the truth of the
gospel. They offered themselves to those people in a commitment to
devoted, Spirit-empowered partnership. Paul and his associates invested their
own lives into the lives of those new believers.

Staff Recommended Resources

Bible Study Tools

● The Bare Bones Bible Handbook - Jim George
(https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00GXED9ZA/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_en
coding=UTF8&btkr=1)

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00GXED9ZA/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
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● Blue Letter Bible Online (https://www.blueletterbible.org)

● Bible Hub Online (https://biblehub.com)

● Right Now Media

● Christian - It’s Not What You Think - Andy Stanley

● The Patriarchs - Beth Moore

● A Diary of Private Prayer - John Ballie

● Seeking God in Worship - YouVersion App

● Dangerous Prayer - YouVersion App

● Bible Project

Commentaries

● New Daily Study Bible - William Barclay
https://www.amazon.com/New-Daily-Study-Bible-Complete/dp/066422
802X

● College Press Complete NIV Commentary Set
https://www.collegepress.com/products/complete-niv-commentary-set

● The Expositor’s Bible Commentary - Kenneth L. Barker & John R.
Kohlenberger III

● Nelson’s Compact Series-Compact Bible Commentary

● Barclay New Testament Commentary

https://www.blueletterbible.org
https://biblehub.com
https://www.amazon.com/New-Daily-Study-Bible-Complete/dp/066422802X
https://www.amazon.com/New-Daily-Study-Bible-Complete/dp/066422802X
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Podcasts

● Unashamed by the Robertsons

Apps

● Blue Letter Bible App

● Bible Hub App

● YouVersion Bible App

● Abide App

● Our Daily Bread App

● Bible for Kids App

● Enduring Word by David Guzik App

Books

● How to Read the Bible Book by Book - Gordon Fee & Douglas Stuart

● How to Read the Bible for All It’s Worth - Gordon Fee & Douglas Stuart

● Every Moment Holy - Douglas Kaine McKelvey & Ned Bustard

● Songs of Jesus-Tim Keller

● The Jesus Storybook Bible - Sally Lloyd-Jones


