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I D S N E W S . C O M / I N S I D E  •  I N S I D E  M A G A Z I N E  1

 We are constantly connected 
to the world around us. Thanks 
to social media, networking 
sites, and the 24/7 news cycle, 
we are in the know. But just how 
connected are we?

 Yes, we may be in the loop 
technologically, but does this 
mean we are linked to the people 
in class or to the audience we 
are performing in front of. Are 
we united through food, music, 
fashion, or popular culture? 

People are associated in more 
ways and on more levels than 
just on social media sites such as 
Facebook or Twitter. Connected 
carries a different meaning for 
each person. For junior Raven 
Lagenour, she struggles to fi nd 
her place among other 22-year-
old college students, but for 
professor Abdal-Razzaq Moaz, 
he is forced to remain connected 
between three worlds. However, 
for many Craigslist users, their 
missed connections are quite 
disjoined.

Connections are the root for 
almost everything we do in some 
form or another. So, how are you 
connected?

— CLAIRE ARONSON
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The College of Arts and 
Sciences’ annual Themester 
is Connectedness — sort of 
like this issue’s theme — see 
the, um, connection?    

B Y  M I C H E L A  T I N D E R A

Get schooled

CONNECT 
FOUR: Don’t 
miss these 
events
Food Webs: Why 

Connectedness 

in Ecological 

Systems Matters 

Because you’re 
probably already 
thinking about 
food anyway. 
Oct. 30 
6:30 p.m. 
Finch’s Brasserie 

Connectedness 

and Family 

Dynamics in 

Tennessee 

Williams 

In conjunction 
with IU Theatre’s 
production of 
“Cat on a Hot Tin 
Roof,” the late 
playwright’s life 
and upbringing 
will be up for 
discussion. 
Nov. 7 
5:30 p.m. 
Studio Theatre, 
Lee Norvelle 
Theatre and 
Drama Center 

Connectedness: 

Modern 

Intelligence and 

My Life as a Spy 

Ex-CIA agent 
Valerie Plame 
Wilson shares 
what it was like to 
not only be a part 
of the CIA, but also 
to have her name 
revealed to a 
national audience 
within a syndicated 
newspaper 
column. 
Nov. 12 
7 p.m. 
Alumni Hall, IMU 

Catfi sh

The movie that 
made “catfi sh” a 
verb and a reality 
series on MTV.
Dec. 9 
7 p.m. 
IU Cinema 

Q&A with Bernice 
Pescosolido , chair of 
the 2013 Themester 
advisory committee 
Why did you decide to go with 

the theme Connectedness?

We understand now that 
connections between different 
kinds of units, whether that’s 
people or organizations or 
nation-states or the virtual world, 
is really an important engine of 
what happens to individuals in 
society. And so it seemed like 
the right time and the right place.

How long did it take to pick?

It was really a two-year process 
trying to come up with the right 
team and set of activities that 
we wanted to do and making 
sure we addressed the needs 
of students and something for 
the community and faculty, so it 
really did take a while. 

What event are you most 

excited about?

I was particularly excited by 
the visit of Dr. Bill (Darrow). I 
thought it was really an important 
thing to see that the fi rst break 
in the HIV/AIDS epidemic in 
the U.S. was really made by 
looking at the connections of the 
individuals, rather than looking 
inside the bodies of the infected 
individuals.

I’m also excited about the visit 
of Glenn Close (Nov. 5). She’s 
one of the fi rst people to have 
an organization targeted toward 
ending the stigma with mental 
illness by focusing on two things. 
One, looking at connectedness 
and how we talk about this, and 
how we connect to each other in 
understanding when people have 
mental health problems. 

K N O W - I T - A L L

TINDER BANG WITH FRIENDS OKCUPID

GRINDRHOW ABOUT WEDATE MY SCHOOL

Sex appeal

Cr
ee

pe
r f

ac
to

rShallowness

Everything you need to know about dating apps

You’ve got male 
Cyberspace is near to bursting with dating apps, but we boiled down the list, threw out the 
junk, and left you with the best of the best (or worst) ways to meet your match.  

B Y  M I C H E L A  T I N D E R A 

From the creator

“Discover those around 
you. Tinder fi nds out who 
likes you nearby and 
connects you if you’re both 
interested.”

Inside’s take

The modern day Hot or Not. 
Location-based so you run 
the risk of your E201 group 
member, the girl down the 
hall, and your freshman 
year RA all popping up.  

From the creator

“Anonymously fi nd friends 
who are down for the 
night!”

Inside’s take 

Selects from the 
Facebook friends you 
have and allows for 
secret crushes to become 
not-so-secret anymore 
— and really awkward 
encounters in Wells after 
you both said “yes.” 

From the creator 

“OkCupid is the fastest-
growing online dating site. 
We use math to get you 
dates.”

Inside’s take 

For the serious blind-dater. 
Requires more information 
for your user profi le than 
when you applied for your 
semester-abroad passport.     

From the creator 
“The world’s biggest mobile 
network of guys.” 

Inside’s take 
We give this m4m app 
props for being the 
trendsetter of dating apps 
— it launched in 2009.  

From the creator 

“Simple, intuitive, and 
fun. Just post a date idea, 
connect with someone you 
like, and go.” 

Inside’s take

“I like long walks through 
Dunn Meadow and late-
night study sessions in the 
stacks ;-)” 

Post an idea for a date and 
see if anyone wants to join.  

From the creator

“No weirdos. No Facebook. 
No relatives. No colleagues. 
No stalkers.”  

Inside’s take

Requires a .edu email 
address to keep out the 
non-collegiate folk. Not very 
popular on campus, so 
people from other schools 
send hot pick-up lines like 
“I’m watching TV and just 
watched a show about 
Indiana on Travel Channel.”    

NOTE FOR READERS

We’re in college! Between classes, the library, dorms, clubs, 
and parties, we are constantly surrounded by potential dates. 
Wait until you gain alumni status before seriously hitting these 
apps up.  

SUPER-SPECIFIC APPS

GlutenFreeSingles.com 
Amish-Online-Dating.com 
ClownDating.com 
Mulletpassions.com
SinglesWithFoodAllergies.com 
EquestrianCupid.com 

iOS Android Both Paid$

$

OK, so you have the hot girl from the bar’s number. Now spice up your texting with emojis to seal the deal.

I just you, and this is , but here’s my , so me maybe
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C O N F E S S I O N S

B R A I N  F R O M  S T O C K  E X C H A N G E ,  P H O T O  B Y  S A R A H  B O Y U M

Is that because you struggle with 

the misconceptions of “fringe 

science”?

Parapsychology has an unfair bias 
toward (fringe science) for a long 
time. Truth of the matter is, it’s 
just an unpopular thing to study in 
my particular fi eld. So we do the 
best we can. The program teaches 
students management skills and 
scientifi c method, so they do come 
away having learned something.

What bizarre things have you 

experienced?

Some of these things are very 
explainable through psychology, but 
some things have happened.

People feel like they are being 
poked or touched. We’ve had 
handprints appear before, or 
scratches. We had a meter slide 
across a case. We had one member 
personally report a beach ball 
moved off the bed by itself — we 
lost the video, unfortunately. So far 
no direct visual apparition. 

Would you say that you feel more or 

less connected to the audience when 

you’re in character?

I think more, actually. I’m a social 
person. I’m outgoing to begin with, 
but I think it’s easier to connect with 
people when you aren’t being yourself 
because you can mold yourself to 
being whatever they want to see. 
When you’re in character, you’re given 
guidelines. 

When you’re onstage, it’s hard to see 

the audience, so how do you know 

you’ve connected with them and 

bridged the gap between the audience 

and the show?

During the show, most of the time you 
can’t see them, but you can hear them 
laughing. People, when they think, “Oh, 
they can’t hear me talking from the 
back of the theater…” You can. You can 
hear them whispering “Oh, that was 
funny,” or “Oh, that’s so sad.” You pick 
up on a vibe just being on stage having 
all of those people watching you. 

How would you say that you 

personally connect to the character? 

When you’re getting ready for a show 

or once you’re given your role, what 

do you do to get into character and 

connect?

When I’m given a character, I tend to 
become my character when I’m not in 
rehearsal. It’s not necessarily a good 
thing. It gives me a chance, a few days 
after I get my character, to kind of live 
as them for two days, like do everything 
I would do as if I were them. It gives 
me a part of myself into it as well as 
creating a whole new person. I think 
that’s the best way of connecting with 
the character.

Would you say that it’s hard once a 

show is complete to disconnect from 

that personality?

Yeah. It’s so hard. It’s just sad when 
a show is over. You’ve grown not just  
as the character, but the relationship 
you built.

PARANORMAL 
ACTIVITY

Brian Laythe has a Ph.D. in social psychology, but he’s also a 
scientifi cally trained paranormal researcher. 

He studies parapsychology, a fi eld that examines the impact 
of psychic or “bizarre” experiences on human society. With the 
Indiana Paranormal Group, Brian uses the scientifi c method 
to answer some of life’s most mysterious questions: What are 
“hauntings,” and why do we experience them? Are they really 
connections to the afterlife? Or are they something else all 
together?

B Y  K A T H R Y N  M O O D Y

Explain what it is you do exactly.

Parapsychology. We have an active research program going, trying to 
measure all the claims people make about ghost hunting and haunting. 
Which myths are true or not true? We take it from a neutral perspective. We 
try to take that phenomenon and compare it to electromagnetic fi elds, that 
sort of thing. 

Using scientifi c data — that’s an interesting perspective.

It’s kind of necessary — belief is so strong on both sides of the equation 
in this fi eld that many either jump to accept evidence or absolutely do not 
accept it. We, as good scientists, say, “We saw 7-foot-tall shadows, yes, 
but we don’t know exactly what it could have been.” We don’t try to claim it 
either way. Different members have different beliefs. But we stick with the 
data. It’s the safest thing to do to continue to explore this stuff.

TAKING CENTER STAGE
When she was little, her room was her stage, as she reenacted 

commercials. But now, Kate Olsson, a senior theater major, puts on a 
show for a live audience through her IU performances. Inside sat down 
with the actress to fi nd out more about her persona under the lights.

B Y  A L I  B E N V E N I S T E
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Stage fright? If you’re struggling with glossophobia, fear of public speaking, remember to 
breathe, limit caffeine, and — of course — imagine the audience in their underwear. 

to 
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ew TV shows exploit 
hazardous interpersonal 
connections like “The Jerry 
Springer Show.”

But let’s be honest. We 
can all fi nd instances of wackiness in 
our own relationships and families.

Once when I went home for 
dinner this summer, Springer made 
his way into our conversation. The 
second his name was mentioned my 
sister Kelsey started chanting, “Jerry! 
Jerry!”

Kelsey is 20 and one of the 
funniest people I know. She also 
happens to be autistic.

She is bound to her daily routine, 
and that night at the dinner table we 
found out that routine includes “The 
Jerry Springer Show.”

“Every day! 2 o’clock!”
Repetition and routine have been 

part of our family life since I can 
remember.

As kids we would watch the same 
movies again and again. Thanks 
to her, I have “Grease,” “Mary 
Poppins,” “Bug’s Life,” and Mary 
Kate and Ashley Olsen’s “Billboard 
Dad” memorized to this day.

My mom taught me how to tell 
time using Barney episodes as a unit 
of measurement instead of minutes or 
hours. It was regular for us to watch 
four or fi ve episodes in one sitting.

Kelsey and I spent hours playing 
together, too. We were Play-Doh 
Picassos and fi ne artisans when it 
came to making bean bags out of 
beans and socks that had lost their 
match.

Looking back, a lot of the 
activities we did were ones that are 
meant to improve motor skills, but 
then we were just two kids.

As day care days came to a close 
and school started, things changed.

I always knew Kelsey was different 
than other kids our age, but I loved 
her for it.

Others didn’t.
There were a couple of girls 

toward the end of elementary school 
that taunted and tormented her daily.

She knew she was different, too, 

but this was one of the fi rst times 
her peers made her feel like a lesser 
person. 

One aspect of autism is diffi culty 
interpreting social cues. Sometimes, 
the hurtful things people say or 
looks they cast go unnoticed, but the 
amount of impatience and intolerance 
exhibited by some is enough to break 
anyone’s spirit.

Her tears broke my heart. I didn’t 
understand why someone could do 
this to my little sister, to my best 
friend.

The situation at school was 
remedied. Something still did not sit 
well with me after seeing her so upset, 
but a couple of days after the girls 
were moved to a different class, she 
was back to her regular self.

Kelsey’s happiness has always 
been one of the most beautiful 
sources of inspiration in my life.

Even today if she’s feeling down, 
pop in one of her favorite movies, 
make her a homemade Orange Julius, 
and the girl is as happy as can be in 
no time. 

She reminds me to take it easy.
If I’m having a stressful week at 

school, I know it will eventually be 
over. Projects will be completed, tests 
will be taken, and whether they end 
well or not, they will be done and life 
will return to normal.

I can always come home and turn 
on my favorite movie and maybe even 
watch it twice for old time’s sake.

Now, Kelsey has a job. She takes 
public transportation there and comes 
back after working for a few hours. 

She has no problem with living 
at home with my parents, so long as 
she can stick to her routine. With free 
food, no bills, and two live-in personal 
assistants, who could complain?

Someday I know I’ll become her 
personal assistant. She will live with 
me and shout hilarious one-liners at 
my dinner table.

I only hope that at that point 
I have a job that allows for some 
fl exibility, one with room for the 
occasional dose of some 2 p.m. Jerry 
Springer.

F

Still just two kids



812.855.SRSC
recsports.indiana.edu

RECREATIONAL SPORTS
TWO         FACILITIES

UNLIMITED OPTIONS!

WILDERMUTH  
INTRAMURAL 
CENTER (WIC)

STUDENT 
RECREATIONAL 
SPORTS CENTER (SRSC)



6   I N S I D E  M A G A Z I N E  l  C O N N E C T E D

B E T T E R  Y O U

With more than 580,000 living alumni, IU 
students have the advantage of having a large 
network of fellow Hoosiers at their fi ngertips. But 
to many, this could be daunting. In a world that 
revolves around job searching, how can current 
students best successfully make contacts?

“Utilize IU’s alumni network,” says Candace 
Lamb, assistant director of career services at IU. 
“IU has one of the largest alumni networks in the 
country fi lled with people who have volunteered to 
help IU students.” 

But for students who may not feel comfortable 
at fi rst, Candace encourages using the primary 
social networking sites for professionals such as 
LinkedIn and Twitter, and do so in a creative way.

“The best way to stand out is to show genuine 
interest in the person and make a connection, 
do a little research, and fi nd things you have in 
common, such as your major, perhaps, or a city 
you’ve both visited and use those connections as 
ice breakers,” Candace says. 

While it may not necessarily be comfortable 
at fi rst, Candace says it will defi nitely get the job 
done.

Whether people realize it, they’re always 
networking, she says. 

“That person you’re working with on a group 
project might be the nephew of the CEO of a 
company in which you’re interested in,” she says. 
“Be polite to everyone, and when an opportunity 
presents itself, go for it.”

Score your dream job with 
social media and networking

B Y  A L I  B E N V E N I S T E

Show your 
enthusiasm for 
and interest in 
the work they do.

Be confi dent. 
Dress, speak, 
and act 
professionally.

Come prepared 
with a list of 
questions.

CANDACE’S CREATIVE TIPS

?
?
?

CUT 
OFF

Shake 
it up

Strolling through the Arboretum 

is nice and all, but who knew it’s 

actually healthy for you? 
“There have been a series of studies that 

really show surprisingly strong effects of simple 
manipulations of exposure to nature, ” psychology 
professor Eliot Smith  says. “It’s kind of amazing.”  

Living in a world where we’re constantly 
connected to technology can be stressful. Sometimes, 
we just need to disconnect from our lives. So, when 
it’s time to unplug, what can you do? 

B Y  R E B E C C A  K I M B E R L Y

Go outside

Dunn’s Woods  is 
right on campus 
and is a great 
place to go to 
disconnect from 
the craziness of 
everyday life. You 
can also relax in 
the Arboretum  or 
Dunn Meadow .

If you’re looking 
to go off campus, 
Lake Monroe 
provides a nice 
little getaway. 
You can hike 
near the lake, 
go swimming, 
or even rent a 
canoe or boat for 
the day .

Get active

Eliot suggested physical activity as a 
good way to relieve stress. Relax your 
mind at the same time — try yoga.

Shelley Taylor , a yoga instructor at IU 
who has been teaching yoga for more 
than 30  years, says yoga can help you 
disconnect from the outside world and 
reconnect with yourself.

“Yoga is a practice of being present 
with oneself,” Shelley says. “It’s a 
time where we can listen deeply within 
ourselves and slow down, really.”  

Take a break

And when you feel like you need to 
disconnect or step back for a little bit, 
don’t forget to rest. 

“It’s a good idea to switch mental 
tasks periodically, even inserting 
periods of rest,” psychology professor 
George Rebec says. 

No best 
friendship is 
complete without 
the perfectly 
constructed 
secret handshake 
including four key 
parts.

You should always start with a 
normal, grown-up-looking grip so 
people are impressed when you 

break out the surprises.

Also known as a fi st bump, this 
move solidifi es the friendship and 

is often paired with a slight 
head nod.

Channel your inner “Rocket Power” 
surfer boy to pull this one off. It 
can also be switched out for an 

explosion after the pound it.

After that, you’re on your own. Add 
in unique moves to solidify your 
friendship and keep your handshake 
tricky and uncopyable.

BASIC SHAKE POUND IT

‘WOOGIDY’ IMPROV

B Y  M I S S Y 

W I L S O N

1

3

2

4

Go green: It’s no secret we have one of the prettiest campuses thanks to all 
our space to roam. Spend some time in the many acres of gorgeous greenery.  

Arboretum 11 acres

Dunn Meadow 2.5 acres

Tailgate fi elds 20 acres
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Tired of scrolling through feeds of 
celebrity RTs and conversations about 
games and shows you don’t even 
watch? Here are some Twitter and 
Instagram accounts that are actually 
worth following. 

B Y  M I S S Y  W I L S O N

T I P  J A R

FOLLOW ME

YUMMY AWWW LOL
WHOA BTOWN

Remember the good ol’ days when inventing a 

product for a third grade assignment seemed so 

easy and totally tangible? Yeah, us neither. 
But these wild inventor 

dreams are now becoming reality 
with entrepreneurship sites like 
Kickstarter, a  website where 
anyone can pitch his or her project 
to the world and have it funded by 
the masses. It’s essentially a giant 
piggy bank for kind strangers who 
want to see dreams come to life.  

The dream for Cody and Ross 
Crooks began their freshman 
year after seeing some people 
longboarding on campus. 

“One night in the dorms, Ross 
was laying in bed and I was at my 
desk, and he said, ‘I think I have 
an idea for our company. Let’s 
make a longboard backpack,’” 
Cody says. “And it’s been going 
on ever since.” 

Cody , his twin brother 
Ross, and Roderick Deerr , all 
IU alumni, came together after 
realizing a proper backpack for 
longboards, skateboards, and 
snowboards didn’t exist. 

This led them to their 
Kickstarter project, Concrete 
Native, and a sleek longboard bag 
with a whole lot of good vibes. 
The project had 35  days to make 

its goal of $10,000 .
Concrete Native surpassed its 

goal, making $12,000  in 33  days. 
“We probably spent two 

months taking photos and getting 
the profi le page set up, coming up 
with rewards for pledges, shooting 
the video, editing the video,” 
Roderick says. “During that time, 
Cody and Ross were trying to get 
us publicized and get the word out 
for about a month.”

Kickstarter, founded in 2009, 
has since funded more than 
48,000  projects, bringing the 
world one step closer together. 

The creative process of each 
project is completely in the 
developer’s hands, but it must 
have a clear end and fi t into one of 
Kickstarter’s categories. 

Funding is all or nothing and 
disappears if the goal isn’t met.  

With the support of generous 
donators, Concrete Native is 
skating off into the future. 

“We have unlimited ideas in 
our brains, and we would like to 
show everyone what we’ve got,” 
Ross says. 

B Y  A V E R Y  W A L T S

THREE 
GUYS 
AND A 
DREAM

CHECK THEM OUT concretenative | Concrete Native | @ConcreteNative

KICKSTARTER DO’S

Look at other’s successes
Cody says you can see a pattern 
of which Kickstarters are more 
successful than others based 
on the design of their page.  
Keep it classy, people. 

Take your time
Like any good Instagram-fi ltered 
quote says, “Time is patience.” 
Ross says in order to give your 
customer the perfect product 
you have to take your time and 
do your research. 

Something every day
Ross says to fi nd the line 
between being annoying and 
persistent. If you lose a friend 
or two, they didn’t matter much 
anyway. Haters to the left. 

KICKSTARTER DON’TS

Get discouraged
Roderick says if you’re nearing 
the end of your goal completion 
date, don’t fret. Pressure people 
to donate, and save the hair 
pulling for later. 

Rush the product
“Everyone gets excited about 
their idea, and you just want 
to put it out there as soon as 
possible. Take the time, do the 
research, and it will be great 
and you will succeed,” Ross 
says.  

Waste time 
Make sure you know how 
much money you need. Think 
about developing, prototyping, 
sampling, and materials. 
Procrastination isn’t your friend. 

KICKSTARTER:

P H O T O  B Y  S A R A H  B O Y U M

@Cook_in_College 

They know we’re broke and have 
fridges full of takeout and beer.

@Foodimentary 

You’ll never miss National Bacon 
Lovers Day again. (It’s Aug. 20.)

@bloomingtontweeps 

Keeping you up to date on all things 
Bloomington.

@SeinfeldToday 

Everyone wonders what would’ve 
happened if it never went off the air.

Chris D’elia 

He’s a comedian with a hilariously rude 
sense of humor and bizarre games.

@satiregram 

Perfect for knowing what’s big on 
Instagram without having to deal with it.

@uberfacts 

Did you know applying vodka to your 
face closes pores and reduces acne?

@brainpicker 

Culture and history you didn’t even 
know you were interested in.

@MarsCuriousity 

The rover fi lls us in on his road trip all 
across the red planet.

@petesouza 

The offi cial White House photographer 
has the best angles on Mr. President.

@PreschoolGems 

Kids say the darndest things, and this 
account collects them all.

@ChronicHoosier 

For those of us who want sports news 
with a little bit of attitude.

@jermzlee 

Artsy pitures of Norm the Pug. Every. 
Single. Day.

@makicocomo 

This baby and kitten BFF combo really 
likes naps.

@iubloomington 

Because you can never have too many 
Sample Gates pictures.



Need more time? Stop by Jan. 29 for the Spring Housing Fair.
Wed., Oct. 23 • IMU Alumni Hall

- Joey MallonFall 2012 
Fair Attendee

of the different housing

  “It opened my eyes to all
options near campus.”

oey Ma on
012 
ttendee

Fall 2012

Fair Attendee- Carey Jarosik

all of the options–
“It was

really great to see

and I won a prize.”

HOUSING FAIRF A L L  2 0 1 3

TO 
THE

Play your
cards right.

If you're looking for a place to live on or 
off campus, the Housing Fair is your one 

stop shop for finding your new home.

HOUSING FAIR
F A L L  2 0 1 3

TO 
THE

idsnews.com/housingfair



A new groove
Student mother struggles to fi nd her place on campus

B Y  R A C H E L  W I S I N S K I  |  P H O T O S  B Y  S A R A H  B O Y U M



college before my sister does,” 
Raven says. “She’s three years 
younger than me. I’m kind of on 
a deadline now. It’s different. All 
your friends in college have moved 
away and graduated.”

Raven feels out of place on 
campus. She identifi es more 
with people in their late 30s than 
college kids in their early 20s. 
“When you go back to class and 
look the same age, people don’t 
tend to assume you have more 
going on,” she says.

She’ll see kids jaywalk and 
silently judge them. Unlike those 
who line up outside Kilroy’s on 
Kirkwood every Thursday, she 
hasn’t been to a bar since she 

It’s Friday afternoon, and Raven is home with 
the kids. Meika, almost 2, toddles over to her, box of 
crayons in hand. “Princess color,” the girl announces.

“How about a puzzle, do you want to do a 
puzzle?” Raven asks. The human family development 
major doesn’t have class on Fridays, but she does 
have a paper due at midnight. Her husband, 
Alex, works two jobs to support the family. After 
graduating high school in Avon, Ind., Raven started 
college with the rest of her class.

She met Alex while the pair worked at Wright 
Food Court. She changed her major after sophomore 
year, meaning she would not be graduating on time. 
She was also pregnant.

Raven took the fi rst semester of her would-be 
junior year off from classes. She married Alex, who 
already had a daughter, Sophie, almost 4 — now 
Raven’s stepdaughter.  

She took another year off so Alex could fi nish 
college. She also had their second child. This is her 
second return to classes. “My goal is to graduate 

turned 21. She can’t relate.
“I thought a lot of the college 

culture was stupid even when I 
was a part of it,” she says.

She wouldn’t change where 
she is now. She is content 
spending time with the kids and 
just being a mother. It’s frustrating 
when people think she is missing 
out on something. Or people who 
don’t understand. “I’ve had two 
kids and am the same age as the 
girls walking around campus in 
the short shorts and tank tops, 
and I’m not that,” Raven says.

Despite her minimal links 
to other students, Raven tends 
to connect with the content of 
her classes. She participates. 
Her family situation gives her a 
compelling reason to do so. “You 
know that obnoxious person who 
shares too much, like, in every 
class? Sometimes I think I’m that 
person, and not intentionally,” 
Raven says.

She called her husband when 
she was at the doctor’s offi ce 

In a small apartment east of campus, 22-year-old 
Raven Lagenour walks across the living room. The top surface 
of each of her bare feet displays a tattoo of a skull head. Her 
nose is pierced by a single ring, and her hair is bright pink.



with the kids and the form she was fi lling out asked 
for race/ethnicity. Alex identifi es as biracial, but his 
mother, who lives in Mexico, identifi es as white. 
She wasn’t sure which to choose. “I defi nitely have 
different opinions or viewpoints than a lot of people,” 
Raven says.

It’s a Wednesday night. Raven has just fi nished 
breastfeeding and burping Emery, 4 months. She’s 
taken a vacuum to Meika’s clothes and high chair, 
sucking up the remnants of rice. She sits cross-legged 
on the couch and grabs the remote control.

“What’s on TV tonight?” After fl ipping through 
channels, Raven decides on Netfl ix. “What do 
you want to watch? ‘Avengers’? ‘Emperor’s New 
Groove’?”

“Groove,” Meika responds.
Emery naps in her carrier on the couch. Meika 

lies down on her semicircular pillow. “I can’t do 
homework, though,” Raven says. “She won’t let me 
work. If I had books in my hands, she would not be 
watching this movie.”

The timer to the oven goes off. Raven’s 
homemade lime cookies have just fi nished baking.

“I think, particularly with school, you learn how 
precious time is,” Raven says. She remembers when 
she was able to take naps. She put off papers until 
the day before. Now, it’s not by choice. She only has 
a few hours in which she can fi nish assignments. 
“Procrastination is a requirement,” she says.

Raven takes 12 credit hours so she can balance 
her home and school life. She hasn’t read anything 
for pleasure in three years. There isn’t much 
time for hobbies, but she is able to take her mom 
responsibilities and make them something fun.

New ideas for crafts come to her from Pinterest. 
She spent three months planning Meika’s second 
birthday. She even sent handmade invitations. Raven 
chooses organic vegetables with care. Her goal is to 
make meals more colorful. 

“If you know you aren’t going to have time to do 
anything else, you might as well enjoy what you’re 
doing,” she says.

Raven originally chose IU because it was 
somewhat close to her family. She has two sisters, 
19 and 10, and a brother, 7. She wanted to have a 
relationship with the two younger siblings, and IU 
gave her that chance. Her mother, stepdad, and the 
two youngest now live in Louisville, Ky. 

The family doesn’t like to talk on the phone. 
Raven had trouble staying in touch with them, so 
they began having biweekly dinners, alternating 
between Bloomington and Louisville. Raven, Alex, 
and the kids also see Alex’s family in Green County, 
Ind., about as often.

Raven and Alex do not have many friends in 
Bloomington. It’s hard to have friends with children 
so young. Getting involved with the Bloomington 
community has been a challenge. “I barely have 
time to have a marriage, let alone other friendships,” 
Raven says.

Once Raven fi nishes school, the couple doesn’t 
plan on moving away, just into a bigger house. They 
want to own land, raise chickens, tend a garden. Her 
stepdaughter is also nearby. 

“It’s got a nice community and earthy 

Junior Raven 

Lagenour mixes 

up dinner for her 

two daughters 

while many of 

her classmates 

are celebrating 

Wednesday night 

with KOK trivia 

night.
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Cou



ith 6 million members in 100,000 cities across the world, Couchsurfi ng.com is more 
than just strangers asking strangers to crash on a couch for the night. It’s become a 
community, a social networking site that puts travelers of all ages and backgrounds 
in touch with not only a place to stay night by night, but also a place to connect with 
locals, other travelers, and opportunities they wouldn’t have if they just picked the 
discount hotel. As senior Courtney Stephenson puts it, the couchsurfi ng community is 
one made up of people open to new experiences, of friendly, adventurous learners who 
have a lot of faith that people are good and have good intentions. 

You have to have faith in the good of humanity to trust a stranger in your home, or 
to show up to the door of someone you only met on the Internet, looking for a place to 
rest that night. Meet three IU students who chose couchsurfi ng instead of Comfort Inn.

uchsurfing
ACROSS THE COUNTRY

When booking vacation housing, some students choose to stay 
with locals and fi nd a travel experience money can’t buy.

r home, or 
r a place to

fort Inn.W met on the Internet, looking for
hose couchsurfi ng instead of C
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THE ROAD TRIPPER
Aliens in New Mexico, 

camper vans in Australia, and 
art in Austin: Courtney has seen 
it all through her couchsurfi ng 
adventures.

Her fi rst time using the website 
was with a friend who had just 
fi nished her summer internship in 
Los Angeles. Courtney fl ew out 
to California and then the two 
hopped in the car to drive back 
to Indiana. Their goal? Try not to 
stay in a hotel the whole way back. 

Their fi rst stop, Sedona, 
proved hard to fi nd housing, so 
they caved for a hotel room, but 
the next day they pulled into 
Roswell, N.M., with a couch 
booked for the night. They stayed 
with a couple who shared stories 
of how they ended up in a city 
known for the 1947 alleged UFO 
crash. From Roswell they traveled 
to Austin, Texas, where a host 
was leaving for the weekend, but 
trusted the girls enough to give 
them her key for the night.

With two positive couchsurfi ng 
experiences behind her, Courtney 
stayed active on the site, especially 
when she was studying abroad in 
Sydney, Australia, from January 
to May 2013. In March, she read 
a post from a French girl looking 
for people to ride with her up to 
the Gold Coast to sell her van. 
Courtney was in.

A few days later, Estelle, the 
owner of the van, met Courtney 
and Pauline, another traveler, 
on a beach to load up the van. 
The three were off. With just 
a borrowed backpack and no 
French language experience, 
Courtney sat in the backseat of 
the van, her feet propped up on 
the plywood that helped convert 
part of the blue Kia van into a 
makeshift bed and table. 

For 500 miles, they stopped in 
sleepy beach towns and camped 
outside, drove through crowded 
backpacker towns, and talked 
American movies while enjoying 
the ride. By the time they fi nally 
pulled into Surfer’s Paradise, a city 
Courtney describes as a “more 
trashy and less swanky” version of 
Las Vegas, Couchsurfi ng.com had 
turned three strangers into friends. 

THE HOST
Senior Jane Hall stumbled 

upon it. More accurately, 
StumbleUpon.com led her to 
Couchsurfi ng.com, and the rest 
was Internet magic. 

Jane opened a profi le on the 
site in November 2011 while she 
was studying abroad in China 
for a year. A month before her 
winter break trip to Seoul, South 
Korea, she decided to look into 
couchsurfi ng because she would 
be traveling alone. Fast forward 
to Dec. 31, 2011, and Jane was 
celebrating the 2012 New Year 
on the edge of Seoul’s party 
district with a girl from Georgia 

and her friends, all thanks to 
Couchsurfi ng.com.

When she needed a place 
to stay for the rest of her South 
Korea trip, she turned to the 
site again and was invited into 
the home of Dana, a young 
Korean woman studying to be a 
dancer. She stayed two weeks on 
a couch in the apartment with 
Dana, Dana’s father and sister, 
and was welcomed in like one of 
the family. Dana’s dad cooked 
her breakfast every morning  — 
a combination of rice, beans, 
kimchi, and other Korean 
specialities — and Dana showed 
her around the city when she had 

Tips for 
couchsurfi ng
Mom might have 
warned you to 
never talk to 
strangers, but 
the couchsurfi ng 
community 
prefers the term 
“friends you 
haven’t met yet” 
to “strangers.” 
That being 
said, there are 
a few things to 
remember before 
grabbing shuteye 
on a future 
friend’s couch.

Read the 

references

Every profi le on 
the site features 
references and 
reviews from 
people who 
you’ve traveled 
with, stayed 
with, or hosted. 
Look for positive 
reviews from past 
surfers on your 
host’s profi le to 
make sure you’re 
not staying with 
the next Jack the 
Ripper. 

Senior Qiuyu 
“Q” Wang sits 
on the couch of 
host Catherine in 
L.A. The two met 
through another 
couchsurfi ng 
host during 
Q’s summer 
internship in 
California and 
became good 
friends.

Senior Jane 
Hall (left) 
poses with two 
friends and her 
Couchsurfi ng.
com host Dana 
(far right) at 
Lotte World, an 
amusement 
park in Seoul, 
South Korea. Hall 
stayed with Dana 
and her family 
for two weeks in 
their apartment 
while she toured 
the city in 
January 2012. 

P H O T O S  C O U R T E S Y  O F  Q I U Y U  W A N G ,  J A N E  H A L L ,  A N D  C O U R T N E Y  S T E P H E N S O N
C O U C H  P H O T O S  B Y  S A R A H  B O Y U M ,  C L A Y T O N  M O O R E ,  A N D  A N N A  T E E T E R
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a chance. Two weeks seemed 
like a long time for someone 
to let a stranger stay, but 
Dana had received the same 
hospitality from a host in Berlin 
and thought nothing of doing 
the same.

It’s that pay-it-forward 
concept that spurred Jane to 
offer her couch to travelers 
once she returned home to 
Bloomington. The fi rst couple 
that crashed on her couch 
came from Columbus, Ohio, 
choosing Jane because she 
looked like the nicest person 
in her webcam profi le picture 
featured on the site. They 
stayed up talking until 2 a.m. 
about their lives and how they 
all ended up in Bloomington.

An Indianapolis-based 
couple, Wendy and Konny, have 
also slept on Jane’s red and 
brown couches. The two met 
through couchsurfi ng months 
before, another testament 
to the relationships created 
through simple hospitality. 
During their stay, they gave 
Jane a thank you gift of cookies 
homemade by Konny, a baker 
in Germany. And they all 
swapped stories, too.

“That’s the best part of 
couchsurfi ng,” Jane says.

Be open

When looking for 
a place to stay, 
you can contact 
hosts personally 
or post a request 
on a city’s page. 
Be descriptive 
and open with 
why you’re 
looking to stay. 

Trust your 

instincts

While it’s your 
choice on who 
you want to 
stay with, some 
surfers choose to 
stay with women 
or couples when 
traveling, just as 
another safety 
precaution. 
Consider staying 
with whatever 
gender you 
feel more 
comfortable, or 
fi nd a traveling 
buddy. 

Mind your P’s 

and Q’s

Bring a small 
gift from your 
hometown, leave 
behind a thank 
you note, or send 
a postcard from 
your travels. Be 
sure to leave the 
couch as neat as 
it was when you 
arrived.

also says she’s never felt unsafe 
while sleeping in the homes of 
people she now calls friends from 
coast to coast. She’s seen 24 
states and the sites — California 
beaches, Yellowstone natural 
wonders, and NYC skyscrapers — 
all while staying for free.

Coming to the U.S. from 
China in January 2012, Q enrolled 
at IU but didn’t really start 
learning until the summers when 
she interned with fi lm production 
companies. She quickly grew up 
in a country where she knew no 
one before she arrived. Her life 
changed thanks to traveling and 
couchsurfi ng.

“I’ve learned life is so 
wonderful, and that you’re not 
the center of this world,” she says. 
“You can learn from everyone.”

THE ADVENTURER
In April 2013, senior Qiuyu 

“Q” Wang passed her Indiana 
driver’s license test. A week later, 
she packed up her red Mini 
Cooper and hit the road to drive 
to her summer fi lm production 
internship in Los Angeles. 
Traveling down Route 66, she 
says she mostly slept in her car 
along the way, but upon arriving 
to L.A., she needed a place to stay 
before moving into her summer 
internship housing. She had 
previously used couchsurfi ng the 
summer before and had positive 
experiences with it, so she decided 
to try out the site again. A host 
named David responded, and he 
put her up in his family’s home. 
The best part of his hospitality 
was when he connected Q with 
Catherine, a friend of his. Q and 
Catherine became good friends 
and spent much of their time 
together, traveling around L.A. 
and the state.

Q always leaves behind a token 
of her appreciation, whether it’s 
microbrews for her craft beer-
loving host in West Yellowstone or 
postcards sent through the mail 
to Frank and Linda in Manhattan 
Beach. While Q says she’s never 
mentioned her exact source of 
travel housing to her parents, she 

While traveling 
with two French 

girls up the coast 
of Australia, 
senior Courtney 
Stephenson 
props her feet up 
in a converted 
camper van. The 
group traveled 
from Sydney to 
Surfer's Paradise 
in March 2013.

See where your
bus is in real time

bt.doublemap.com
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Walking around Sears - m4m - 
21 (Bloomington Sears)

“Saw you yesterday walking around 
sears, made eye contact several 
times, for obvious reasons I couldn't 
say anything. Don't know what your 
intentions were but I saw you again 
today just walking around sears and 
made eye contact again. Your hot 
and I'd love to meet you ha must be 
discrete. Curious and not out. Tell me 
something so I know it's you or send 
a pic”

31 2 4

5

6

1

2

Wolf man 
shirt and 

space pants - 
m4w

“Hey, I saw you 
walking on 10th 
and Indiana today, 
you were wearing 
a wolf man shirt 
and pants with 
planets and stars 
or something on 
them. You looked 
SOO COOL! I just 
wanted to let you 
know.”   

Asian Woman at Lowes - m4w 
- 29 (Lowes Wood Aisle)

“You were looking at something in the 
specialty wood aisle. You had light 
blue, turquoise colored shorts on. You 
were a petite, amazingly attractive 
Asian woman. I wanted desperately to 
give you my number, but I didn’t want 
to invade your space. You seemed very 
focused on your goal, which was also 
very sexy.

I was a tall lean Caucasian guy. If you 
read this, contact me. I’d love to take 
you out.”   

Red 
Flatbed 

tow truck - m4m 
(S. In)

“Damn you look 
sexy driving that 
tow truck around. 
Don’t know if 
youre into guys 
but if you see 
this tell me where 
you were driving 
today. You’re a 
dark haired guy 
with some facial 
hair.”

BTOWN MISSED 
CONNECTIONS
Face-to-face 

communication can be 

hard, but Craigslist has 

your back. Here are some 

of the most outrageous 

Bloomington connections 

that have been missed.
I L L U S T R A T I O N 

B Y  W I L L  R O Y A L
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40 year old virgin murder - 
ww4m - 21 (sports bar)

“your fi rst name is david, your last 
name is in the bible. me and my friend 
hung out with you most of the night 
and we forgot to get your number. We 
thought you were hilarious, and if you 
would like to party with us again reply 
to this post.”

It’s me I admit... 
- w4m

“Yes I have posted many posts here. I 
am sure you can tell by now that it is 
somewhat addicting and I get off in the 
excitement of it all. I have a pattern. 
What’s a girl supposed to do with 
the thoughts of meeting a attractive 
stranger for sex? Do my many commas 
and not putting a location give it 
away?”    

You cut my hair and gave me 
fantasies - m4w - 30 (Super 
Cuts on Eastland)

“The other day you cut my hair and we 
talked about your hair and piercings. 
You were so cute. I couldn’t stop 
staring at your cute little but in those 
tight cream-colored pants you were 
wearing. Then you shampooed my hair 
and while you were massaging my 
scalp on the other side of that little half 
wall it was so hot, I kept wishing you 
would just lean over and kiss me.”   

865 7
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Texas Roadhouse - m4w - 45 
(Bloomington)

“I was at Texas Roadhouse Saturday 
night around 600 pm and you were 
our waitress. I was with my wife and 
another couple. we were sitting in 
a corner booth toward the front of 
the restaurant. I think you are a very 
beautiful lady with a great personality. I 
loved your red hair. :-). If you know who 
this is, please respond. Would like to 
get to know you a little better.”





SINGLED OUT
IN THE STRUGGLE TO CONNECT 

WITH OTHERS IN THE DORMS, WHO 

HAS THE RESPONSIBILITY? 

RPS? OR YOU?

Residential Programs and 
Services gutted the room. It 
had no choice. 
Greg Willoughby had lived 
alone in Willkie Residence 
Center in 2010. No one knew 
he had posted a warning sign 
consisting of two words — 
short, to the point —until the 
smell, leaking out into the 
halls, became too much to 
handle.

“Warning H2S”

Hydrogen sulfi de. Emits a 
smell like rotten eggs. Can be 
made with common household 
items, like toilet bowl cleaner 
or some shampoos. Lethal 
when inhaled. 

B Y  K A T H R Y N  M O O D Y
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a Brown University School of Medicine study 
released in June 2013, breathing in this toxic gas is 
a form of suicide growing in popularity within the 
United States.

The room took some of the blame. The room, 
some said, and the residence — the mysterious 
Willkie, so quiet, so shy, so solitary and alone. The 
room, tainted with chemicals and death, was stripped 
and replaced. But questions lingered. Who, in the 
terrible act of suicide, is ultimately responsible? 
The man? Or his world — the net of people and 
organizations meant to protect him, the net that let 
him slip through the cracks?

Greg charmed the world with his smile. He played 
the cello and formed a quartet with two other friends 
— they called themselves the “Stringin’ Scientists.” 
He studied biochemistry and worked in a lab, where 
he was often trying to convince people to undergo 
MRIs for his research project. According to Indiana 
Daily Student articles from 2010, his jovial laugh 
permeated the corners of his life.

According to other IDS reports, students reported 
a strange, rotten-egg smell April 4.

Greg was not found until April 14. Dead in a 
closet next to a bucket which supposedly held the 
H2S that killed him.

The Willkie staff was in shock, says Jeanne 
Lady, associate director for residential operations. 
Disappointed. They asked themselves diffi cult 
questions, again and again.

“Why didn’t we know? How could we not have 
known?”

Last year, transfer student Matthew Bernbaum 
lived fi ve doors down from where the event occurred 
a year and a half prior. When asked about it, he 
speaks quickly, fi ercely, already knowing the story. He 
shakes his head when he talks.

“Something should have been done,” he says. “He 
should have been found by like … day four.”

The circumstances were gray, blurry — a fog of 
blame and responsibility.

Willkie fi elded some bad press — press that took 
advantage of Willkie’s reputation of solitude.

“It is a closed off community for independent 
people,” one IDS report reads. “It is not unusual to 
go weeks or even months without seeing someone on 
the fl oor.

“Willkie residents describe the fl oors of Willkie as 
isolated and quiet.

“Willoughby’s disappearance was not noticed by 
his fl oormates.”

Much of the blame, it seemed, was placed heavily 
on Willkie’s single-style living environment. 

Similar to resident assistants, fl oor presidents are 
the RPS liaisons on each Willkie fl oor, a resource 
for students for any issue they might have with 
residence hall life. Their training is not as intense as 
RA training, as they are not responsible for discipline 
or walk-arounds, says Mark Wise, fl oor president of 
South Tower fl oor 7. Their residents are older and 
don’t require that sort of policing.

But they are in charge of programming. They 
are expected to use these programs, both fl oor-
wide and building-wide, to teach RPS’ Four Pillars: 

academic support, personal development, community 
development, and exploring beliefs. The South Tower 
basement is a common spot for these events. 

It’s a Wednesday night in September. In this 
basement, no one is playing pool on the maroon 
table, the one with brown fringe at the corners. No 
one is sitting at the blue and black checkers table or 
playing at the Killerspin ping pong table. 

The fl oor presidents wait in a tight circle by the 
back door. They’ve advertised s’mores and folktales 
from different cultures. No one has shown up yet. It’s 
8:22, and the event is supposed to begin at 8:30. 

This is where it gets hard, Mark says. He is a pre-
med student and highly involved in Resident Hall 
Association. He is dedicated to his job. His residents, 
including Matthew, say he does his job well.

“The hard part is leading a horse to water that 
won’t drink,” Mark says. “That’s where the confl ict 
lies.”

that Willkie is lonely and empty by having weekly 
movie nights. He insists on everyone attending.

He is tall, his hair wildly curly. His room is 
straight, well-kept. The bed is made to look like a 
sofa. He burns incense in the corner.

He loves living in Willkie.
“It’s fun,” he says, and not for the reasons people 

think — the allowance of alcohol, for example. It’s 
fun, he says, because it’s like apartment living, except 
in which you know your neighbors.

 But he knows the problem inherent with 

A 2007 Wells Scholar, 

Following the incident, 

“A LOT OF 

PEOPLE GRAB 

SINGLES 

BECAUSE 

THEY THINK, 

‘OH I WANT 

TO BE 

ALONE’ AND 

EVERYTHING 

LIKE THAT... 

YOU DON’T 

WANT THAT.”

According to

Matthew fi ghts the idea
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single-living.
“A lot of people grab singles because they think, 

‘Oh I want to be alone’ and everything like that,” he 
says. “You don’t want that.”

The self-appointed social man of the fl oor, he 
knocks on everyone’s door to ask them to movie 
night. Tonight they are watching “Star Trek Into 
Darkness” because Matthew recently bought it and 
everyone wanted to see the sequel to “Star Trek,” the 
movie they’d watched three weeks prior.

He calls out to anyone who passes to come 
and join.

“Hey!” he calls out to a passing fl oormate. “Movie 
night! You in?”

He knows the power of reaching out. He wonders 
about responsibility, about making sure everyone 
is OK. 

He has Asperger’s syndrome. He understands 
wanting to hide away in a room when things go 
wrong. 

“That’s half the reason I like making sure a fl oor 
is social, so that if someone sees something is wrong 
with someone … they’ll tell someone,” he says. “They 
will make sure that that person gets help.”

Out of 32 students on his fl oor, he is the only one 
with his door open. In Willkie, the door automatically 
shuts behind you.

unique to Willkie. Nor are its experiences. Students 
live in singles elsewhere and share the same problems. 
But there are still many pros.
      Living alone allows a sort of sanctuary from busy 
campus life, says Nancy Stockton, medical director 

for Counseling and Psychological Services at IU 
Health Center. People who live in single dorms 
choose to be there, she notes, and usually for 
healthy reasons.

“I hear the other side of things sometimes,” she 
says, “that students have trouble fi nding privacy on a 
campus like this.”

Jessica Sigmon, a sophomore psychology student, 
lives in Willkie on the same fl oor as Matthew. She 
chose to live in Willkie on the same fl oor as one of 
her friends from her fi rst year, Siara Smith, also a 
sophomore psychology student. 

But sometimes, during the weekdays with nothing 
to do, loneliness strikes, Jessica says.

There is no large lounge space on the 
Willkie fl oors.

“It kills me so much,” she says. Last year their 
large lounge in Forest Residence Center had gaming 
systems set up. It was how they became close to their 
fl oor. The only reason they know half the people they 
know on their fl oor now is because of Matthew and 
his movie nights.

The only real lounge space on Willkie fl oor 7 is a 
small room with a single table and four chairs.

“It feels like a supply closet,” Siara says.
Willkie lost much of its fl oor social space in the 

renovation of 1998, Jeanne says. Willkie has long been 
the residence of upperclassmen, she notes, and after 
the renovation, the building refl ected the students’ 
supposed desire to “graduate” from lounges, RAs, 
and fi rst-year residence hall type programming.

That assumption was not entirely correct, 
she says.

Living alone is not 
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A CIVIL WAR FORCED 
HIM TO LEAVE 
SYRIA AND LAND IN 
BLOOMINGTON. 

H
e may never be able to return home. 
If he did return, he might be killed at 
a military checkpoint or by a bomb or 
missile. If he didn’t leave the country, 

he would be living in constant fear. 
But the passage out of the confl ict-torn 

country to become a professor at IU was only 
for Abdal-Razzaq Moaz, forcing him to leave 
behind his wife and two young children in 
Syria. 

Risking arrest, Abdal-Razzaq entered 
Lebanon, spending four months waiting for a 
visa. On Jan. 31, he landed in Chicago, arriving 
in Bloomington the following day, allowing 
him to catch up on the news and return to his 
research. He was unable to do this during the 
past few years in Syria. 

Just after he fl ed to the U.S., two major 
explosions went off near his wife’s family home, 
forcing Abdal-Razzaq’s father-in-law, wife, and 
children to fl ee. They now live in Cairo, Egypt. 
Abdal-Razzaq’s father-in-law told him by 
phone that they “really escaped death.” 

His mother and sister still live in fear in 
Syria, facing the possibility of death every day. 
Because of this tie to his home country, Abdal-
Razzaq has made it his duty to speak out about 
the violence and civil war in Syria, which has 
left hundreds of thousands dead. After more 
than two years of killing and no intervention to 
stop it, the time has come. 

A
bdal-Razzaq could not tolerate the 
situation in Damascus. The road to 
Arab International University, where 
he was acting dean and vice dean 

for academic and administrative affairs, was 
simply not safe. The Syrian regime’s military 

attacked the University, 
and soon the interior of the 
school was no longer safe. 
Everyone was moved from 
the campus to a hotel, but 
that was bombed too. 

Conversations with his 
colleagues in Syria shifted 
from what was discussed in 
class to hearing about who 
was arrested or killed for 
no apparent reason. There 
are no longer many classes 
being taught, and if there 
are, they’re small. Many 
students and professors, like 
Abdal-Razzaq, have fl ed the 
country, meaning the end 
to most of their academic 
careers. 

“It is a scary moment 
for Syrians,” Abdal-Razzaq 
says. “We didn’t see this 
kind of situation since the 
World War.”

ow, Abdal-
Razzaq is between 
three worlds – 
the Syrian civil 

war, his family in Egypt, 
and his one year teaching 
fellowship in the U.S. 
Without the technology 
that exists today, Abdal-
Razzaq would be stuck 
between these three worlds 
– unable to communicate 
with his family thousands 
of miles away and unable to 
stay connected with what 
is happening in his home 
country. 

In many ways, Abdal-
Razzaq is more in touch 
with Damascus than his 
family and friends still living 
there. Due to censorship by 
the regime, residents don’t 
know what is happening in 
the world around them. But 
thanks to Facebook, Skype, 
and networking with friends 
online, he is able to stay 
informed.

Communication in Syria 
is diffi cult — certain days 
the government simply 
shuts down the Internet in 
the country. 

Like many, Abdal-
Razzaq is just advocating for 
protection, seeking solutions 
from afar, and trying to 
get people, particularly the 
regime, to recognize the fact 
that their heritage is being 
threatened. 

For many Syrians who 

are not party members, 
Abdal-Razzaq sought 
to escape through the 
fi rst door he found. This 
door was the Institute of 
International Education’s 
Scholar Rescue Fund, 
which provides academic 
fellowships for scholars 
whose lives and work are 
threatened in their home 
countries that helped him 
obtain passage out of the 
country. Through the 
program, IU offered refuge.  
IU-Bloomington provost 
Lauren Robel says the 
University was pleased to 
offer IU as an academic safe 
haven for Abdal-Razzaq.

“His efforts to safeguard 
Syria’s cultural heritage 
and speak out on important 
issues in this volatile part 
of the world deserve our 
support and admiration, 
continuing a proud tradition 
of providing academic 
refugee at IU that dates 
back to World War II,” she 
says in a press release. 

This fall, in addition to 
giving lectures about Syria, 
Abdal-Razzaq is teaching a 
course about the History of 
Islamic Architecture in the 
Middle East. 

By necessity, his 
attention has become 
focused on the protection 
and preservation of the 
cultural heritage of Syria. 
He worked as deputy 
minister of culture and 
director general of the 
country’s antiquities and 
museums. His former 
students and other scholars 
of the area have created 
Facebook pages to track the 
events that have affected the 
country’s culture. 

“I still wish to protect 
Syrian cultural heritage 
and am frustrated by the 
inability to fi nd effective 
solutions,” Abdal-Razzaq 
says. 

H
N

Damascus, Syria, is 

miles away from Bloomington, Ind.
6,232.56

A



“Willkie students really still 
want to be in a community,” 
she says. “They still want to be 
connected.”

Others may not.
 “Some students may choose 

to live there for somewhat negative 
reasons,” Nancy says of single 
dorms. “They have a lot of social 
anxiety, and they kind of escape to 
there and don’t grow.”

People debate as to what role 
RPS can play in this, Nancy says. 

In the battle of give and take, 
how much does each side have to 
give in realizing there might be 
a problem?

Matthew lives alone
so that he does not burden a 
roommate, he says. He lives 
alone because he knows how to 
take care of himself. Living with 
Asperger’s is its own battle.

“It comes with all sorts of 
baggage,” he says. “And it causes 
some issues.” 

He talks to a psychiatrist 
once a week. He used to go 
less. Something happened — he 

doesn’t say what — and Matthew 
knew he needed to see him more.

“So it’s like, hey, OK, I sought 
help, but that’s because I had to 
deal with this enough that I knew,” 
he says. “Someone without that 
experience would have no idea 
and it would just build up.”

He has strong feelings on the 
University’s responsibility to help 
with his Asperger’s and to help his 
fellow students. 

When it comes to making his 
fl oor social, though, he sees the 
responsibility split.

“It’s a step forward (from 
dorms),” he says. “But (RPS) 
shouldn’t just set you on your own 
100 percent.”

After Greg’s death, the 
Willkie staff took a hard look 
at its programming. The news 
cycle buzzed with accusations of 
solitude, and the staff felt like the 
bad guys, Jeanne says. But the 
coverage struck a chord.

“I’d say all the things the 
articles, the family, and even the 
TV stations were saying, which 
seemed accusatory,” she says. “We 
were wrestling with those things.”

The semester following Greg’s 
death, RPS formed a committee 
to examine how to better build a 
community. 

It existed for a year and made 
suggestions that actively changed 
the way Willkie was run. 

Welcome Week programming 
was beefed up, featuring hog 
roasts, movies shown outside, 

musicians, and games from all 
around the world. 

RPS restyled the kitchenettes 
on some of the fl oors so they’d 
contain a “family style” dinner 
table set up. The South Tower 
basement gained its TV, its 
computers and pool tables.

Willkie staff also refocused its 
fl oor presidents’ training program. 
They are expected to get to 
know their residents and remain 
cognizant of their states of mind.

Greg’s death disturbed the 
staff, Jeanne says, and they sought 
to avoid something like that —
the 10-day disappearance, in 
particular — from happening 
again.

“We really are the eyes and 
ears of RPS,” Mark said. “I think 
there’s a reason why the RA 
position has existed and persisted. 
We are the essential answer to 
those problems.”

RPS does perform wellness 
checks if someone calls in asking 
about a student, and it trains its 
RAs and fl oor presidents in ways 
to speak with someone who is 
struggling with a mental health 
issue, Jeanne says.

But Matthew also recognizes 
that students can’t be forced to 
help themselves if they have no 
idea what’s wrong.

“You can’t expect them to go 
and get help if they are already in 
that state,” he says. 

Living alone takes initiative, 
too, Nancy says. 

“You know what you’re getting 
into, there’s not many people 
going in and out of your room, 
checking on you,” Siara says. 

The important thing to 
Matthew is that everyone tries.

“There’s a lot of people on 
this fl oor where I’m like ‘Hey, let’s 
chill sometime’ and they’ll just 
roll their eyes … and walk away,” 
he says. 

He is adamant. But it works. 
When he holds movie nights, the 
people come.

It is 8:31. 
Finally, three people walk 

down to greet the quiet circle of 
fl oor presidents. 

Another, Darius, joins them.
“I came for the company,” he 

says.
By 8:45, 24 people sit in a tight 

circle of plush chairs and sofas. 
The basement, slowly, comes to 
life.

Eight fl oors up and two days 
prior, Matthew’s movie night is off 
to a swinging start. Seven people 
show up, including Siara and 
Jessica. 

The door is open. Their voices 
fi ll the Willkie hallways.

Matthew knows he has the 
tendency to hide away. But that, 
he says, is why he tries. He doesn’t 
want a sanctuary for himself 
anymore. His room, he decided, is 
a sanctuary for everyone.

They had, after all, come for 
the company. 

people,” Raven says. “It’s got a 
lot of culture and diversity that I 
like if you can get over the college 
atmosphere.”

Bloomington’s “naturalistic 
community” allows the Lagenours 
to have a lot of things they want. 
Raven had a home birth with 
Emery. Breastfeeding in public 
is more accepted than elsewhere. 
People in Bloomington are more 

open-minded.

Raven is behind on reading for 
class. She isn’t worried. It’ll only 
take a couple hours to complete. 
She’s waiting for Alex to get off 
work so she can pick him up at 1 
a.m. The kids will be in bed.

Raven and Alex want six kids. 
Though their plan was to wait 

until they had both graduated 
college, Raven was not upset when 
she got pregnant. 

Now, the couple is hoping to 
create a more stable situation for 
themselves. She has four semesters 
left after this one. She still would 
like to attend graduate school for 
counseling.

“Being a homemaker is my 
life,” Raven says. “I love it.”
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Washer Dryer Hook Up 
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Onsite Recycling 
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Storage Units Onsite 

HD TV Included
Wood Laminate Flooring
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