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Today, further cooperation in 
security relations between Japan 
and India is increasingly plausible. 



Like that…



An important point is infrastructure projects. 

Ex:
1. Northeast India
2. The Andaman–Nicobar Islands in India
3. Trincomalee port in Sri Lanka. 
4. Chabahar port in Iran. 
5. The Asia–Africa Growth Corridor (AAGC)



Why?



The most salient feature of these projects is that 
these projects have developed after China launched 
similar infrastructure projects in similar area. 

• EX:
• 1. China is improving infrastructure projects in the India–China 

border area near Northeast India.
• 2. Because China is concerned about their total dependence on 

Sea Line of communications (SLOCs) from Middle East to China 
through the Strait of Malacca near the Andaman–Nicobar 
Islands in India, they have tried to make an alternative route by 
using infrastructure projects. 

• 3. China is building the Hambantota port project before the 
Japan–India Trincomalee port project in Sri Lanka. 

• 4. China is building Gwadar port in Pakistan near Chabahar port. 
• 5. Moreover, China is investing vast sums in Africa. 



How are China’s infrastructure projects 
and Japan–India collaboration related?

Ex: 
Northest India,

Trincomalee port in Sri Lanka,
Charbar port in Iran
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• The main purpose of Japan’s road project is 
the promotion of economic development 
in Northeast India. 

• But if road connections were made to increase 
India – Southeast Asia trade, the possibility 
exists that growing India – Southeast Asian 
trade could mitigate China’s influence in 
Southeast Asia.

• In addition, the Indian army can deploy 
more forces and supply to the border area by 
using this road. 
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2. Trincomalee port in Sri Lanka
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• China’s Hambantota project has a weak point. 
Few commercial ships use Hambantota port because 
no large city is near Hambantota port. 

• If there were a big city near the port, ships could use 
the port to unload carrying cargo to a consuming 
area. If there were a big city, ship crews could rest 
before proceeding to another destination. 

• Instead of Hambantota port, most ships use 
Colombo port. However, because Hambantota port 
is located near SLOCs, the port can be used as a 
naval port.. Both Japan and India expressed 
concern about this project



• Like Hambantota port, Trincomalee has no connection 
with Colombo. However, Japan has the Trincomalee–
Colombo Economic Corridor project. 

• Furthermore, the sea depth is greater than 25 meters, 
which is sufficient for all conventional and naval ship 
including US nuclear aircraft carrier. Simply said, US-
India-Japan can show naval presence.

• In addition, the Trincomalee project promotes the 
local economy of the east side, which was 
destroyed during the civil war of 1983–2009. 

• If the Trincomalee port project succeeds, then the 
importance of Hambantota port for Sri Lanka 
will decline. 
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• Japan and India also collaborated to modernize the 
Chabahar port project in Iran. The possibility exists that 
the Chabahar port project can mitigate the 
importance of the Chinese Gwadar port in 
Pakistan because the two ports have competitive 
locations. 

• When Central Asian countries need to find a 
route to export their energy resources through the 
Indian Ocean, the China made Pakistan route is the 
most important route, currently.

• However, Charbahar project can change the situation. 
Chabahar is located about 100 km west from Gwadar. 
This Turkmenistan–Iran, Afghanistan–Iran route will be 
good choice for Central Asian countries. 



Conclusion

• China’s infrastructure projects are related with 
their foreign and military policies which is a 
concern for countries such as Japan and India. 

• As a result, Japan and India have started to 
collaborate. Along with China’s projects, Japan–
India cooperation has spread from Asia to Africa.

• The advent of a bright future or a darker 
one will depend on the strength of 
achievements that Japan, India and US 
collaboration can show to the world.



Thank you very much
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