
North Korea 
&

The U.S.-Japan Defense Cooperation

Jun Isomura
Senior Fellow



• North Korea 

• In the history of several thousand years in China, Korea and Vietnam were always troublesome countries for 
China. Even Korea was a colony of China with a tributary system, it was quite hard to control Korea. Even the 
Yuan dynasty in 13th century by Mongolian, they didn’t involve much into Korea.

• In the other hand, Japan’s Annexation of Korea in 1910 was Japanese historical irreparable failure. It is the 
cause of the conflict between Koreas and Japan today.

• North Korean’s National Strategy

• North Korean’s national strategy is to conclude a peace treaty with the U.S. for ending the condition under the 
Korean Armistice Agreement which was signed by the U.S. as representing the United Nations 
Command (UNC), North Korean , and the Chinese People’s Volunteer Army (PVA) in 1953. 

• Even Kim Jong-Un is unable to escape from the national strategy. If he tries to escape, he would be killed by a 
conservative group what fully respect Kim Il Sung and promise the loyalty to him.

• Relations between China and North Korea

• Beijing government concerns very much outside of the Great Wall. Those are Inner Mongolia, three provinces 
(Liaoning, Jilin, Heilongjiang) of northeast China, old Manchuria. If you go to Inner Mongolia, you will find how 
Beijing spends huge amount money for stabilizing the region.    

• In Jilin Province, one of Northeast China, old Manchuria, there is large Korean Autonomous Prefecture. North 
Korea and those provinces are one economic zone.

• Therefore, sanction on North Korea wouldn’t work. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Command_(Korea)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Korea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%E2%80%99s_Volunteer_Army




• Some change of North Korea
• Changing atmosphere between today by Kim Jong-Un and the era of his father Kim Jong-Il. 

Change from dark to bright, gray to colorful. Atmosphere of town and faces of people 
changed lots, so a Russian researcher who constantly visit there reported me with many 
photos.

• Kim Jong Un might be afraid to be fossilize of his country. He knows well outside of his 
country. His mother was Korean Japanese. And it is considered that they visited Japan several 
times behind closed doors.    

• What we could do on North Korea? 
1. Of course, we have to stop their nuclear development, but only pressure on them will not make 

anything. 
2. Restart of the 6-party talk will not make any sense more.
3. As one idea, we should propose or provide Kim Jong Un some idea for modernization of his country 

with bright future. For example, switch to the peaceful use of their missile/rocket technology would 
be one of them. And there are several other ideas. Of course, we concern credibility of them, but 
there will be also some ideas of means to guarantee our plans. 

• Kim Jong Un surely wants to have such modern country.  



The U.S.-Japan Defense Cooperation

Japanese should change their mind –Old but New 

• It is really the time to change Japanese mind on the U.S.-Japan defense cooperation for 
strengthen and increase of Japanese capability.

• Such argument has been repeated and repeated for several decades. But it was the old, but it is a 
new issue with facing a new stage of threats from China and North Korea. 

• Always, in this argument, the Article 9 of the Japanese Constitution as to armed forces with war 
potential will not be maintained is to be used the reason to take a position behind of the U.S., 
however, the Article 9 imposes a physical limit, and is not a limiting a thought and behavior of 
Japanese. 

• Even there is the rule of the Article 9, but our defense cooperation needs reform of its structure 
and way of thinking, especially Japan to expand its role in our defense cooperation.



What Japan Can Do?

• There will be several examples for increasing our cooperation and increase Japan’s 
capability.

• A retired submarine in Japan. Japan could cooperate with the U.S. to reutilize it for 
strengthen our alliance in the West Pacific region.

• Also, there are several other unique defense equipment in Japan.

• Ministry of Defense and ATLA (Acquisition, Technology & Logistics Agency), and even 
NSC, METI, Foreign Ministry need more to study for getting experience and knowledge 
on defense cooperation, including offset program. 

• Just I expect they would defeat to Japanese fossilized way of thinking and manner, 
including diplomacy and defense.  

• Prime Minister Abe has been also trying for changing the condition of Japan’s role.
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