
A Byzantine Greek world map according to Ptolemy's first (conic) projection. From Codex 
Vaticanus Urbinas Graecus 82, Constantinople c. 1300. Parchment 575 x 418 mm. Probably 
assembled by Maximus Planudes; later in possession of Palla Strozzi (1372-1462) then with 
Federico da Montefeltro, Duke of Urbino.
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• “The ‘Great Game of this century will be played on the waters of the Indian Ocean. 
Though India’s location gives it great operational advantages in the IOR, it is by no 
means certain that New Dehli is in a position to hold on to its geographical 
advantages. China is rapidly catching up and its ties with Sri Lanka are aimed at 
expanding its profile in this crucial part of the world. Indian policymakers realize 
that unless they are more proactive they might end up losing this ‘game’ for good”
- Harsh V Pant

• Kerry’s report (Senate Foreign Relations Committee report 2009) 
urged the US government to forge closer ties with Sri Lanka to 
prevent it from drifting into the “Chinese orbit”.

• “I consider Sri Lanka part of the new geography. It’s part of the new maritime 
geography, and that makes it very important”  - Robert Kaplan

• “the Indian ocean matters to the US, SL matters to the US, and the US matters to 
Sri Lanka” USPACOM Commander Harry Harris 







Three primary attributes to reckon as a great power ( Rudolf Kjellen )
1. spaciousness 
2. freedom of movement 
3. internal cohesion 





The former president blamed India’s spy 
agency RAW for conspiring to bring him 
down.“I asked the Indians, ‘Why are you 
doing this? … I assured them that I would 
never allow the Sri Lankan soil to be used 
against any friendly country, but they had 
other ideas,” Rajapaksa said.

- South China Morning Post, 



Sri Lanka is considered by the US as a contributor to the rules-based order in the Indian 
Ocean system, and a good example of a like-minded partner in the Indian Ocean Region. 

Sri Lanka as a stabilizer for the IOR. India to play a much active role in the region to 
assist the regional countries. Assist from Japan the outer layer Island playing a role in 
Pacific.

In 1971, an ad-hoc committee was established with seven European members in the UN 
General Assembly’s Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace. This 
Declaration called for Great Powers to curb further escalation and expansion of their 
military presence in the Indian Ocean. Establishment of a system of universal collective 
security is also embedded in the Declaration. Sri Lankan Prime Minister Sirimavo 
Bandaranayake played an important role in this endeavour and thus today we 
should revisit this Declaration due to the geopolitical tension among Great Powers in 
the IOR - which has made the region unstable. 

Balancing the triple spheres of influence, fighting maritime piracy and ensuring a rules-
based order in the Indian Ocean, could stand to benefit by a more active role played by 
extra regional members US , Japan and even EU.
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