
Hudson Institute | 1201 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Fourth Floor, Washington DC 20004 

Hudson Institute 
 

 
The CCP is the Cause of Deterioration 
of US-China Relations 
 

 
An Evening Chat with Mike Pompeo: A Message to the Chinese People 

 
 
TRANSCRIPT  

 
Michael R. Pompeo, 70th Secretary of State, Distinguished Fellow, Hudson Institute 

 
The video is available: https://youtu.be/H1Xo9ECUkRo 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Hudson Institute: Founded in 1961 by strategist Herman Kahn, Hudson Institute 
challenges conventional thinking and helps manage strategic transitions to the future through 
interdisciplinary studies in defense, international relations, economics, health care, technology, 
culture, and law. 

Hudson seeks to guide public policy makers and global leaders in government and business 
through a vigorous program of publications, conferences, policy briefings, and 
recommendations. 



The CCP Is the Cause of Deterioration of US-China Relations| October 1, 2022 

2 
 

Michael R. Pompeo: 

Hi, Mike Pompeo here, speaking from the Hudson Institute China Center. During my 1,000 days 
at the State Department, we woke the free world up to the China challenge. That’s the threat to 
the free world posed by Chinese Communist Party, which also represses the Chinese people. 
Frankly, I was surprised it took until the Trump administration for America to start getting this 
right. My son would call this a dad joke, but there are a lot of red flags when it comes to the 
Chinese Communist Party. 

I think it took so long for us to wake up to that because Americans are an optimistic people. 
Maybe we’re naïve. America wanted friendship with China. And the relation between our two 
countries is older than the CCP. Long before Richard Nixon’s trip to Beijing in 1972, Honest Abe 
sent an ambassador named Anson Burlingame to China in 1861–Burlingame was beloved on 
both sides of the Pacific. During the Trump administration, we had a lot of tweets about Little 
Rocket Man and big buttons and fire and fury. But we did that because we wanted to deter 
aggression. And we knew that regimes like the Chinese Communist Party are the aggressors. 

The CCP steals American jobs and hundreds of billions every year. It spreads propaganda and 
lies that demonize America. It spies on us through TikTok, Huawei, and other tech. It’s 
undertaken the largest peacetime military buildup in history. It tried to cover up the COVID-19 
pandemic. America obviously isn’t the aggressor. 

The Chinese Communist Party is also bullying Australians, Canadians, Czechs, Indians, 
Japanese people, Taiwanese people, and any person who posts a picture of Winnie the Pooh 
on WeChat. The Chinese people live under the world’s most severe surveillance and 
censorship, at the mercy of a thuggish government. So, what went wrong? Four words: The 
Chinese Communist Party. 


