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T
     he A

m
erican fam

ily, the faith w
e have in G

od 
and country, and hard w

ork ─
 fused w

ith m
oral 

courage and introspection ─
 built our nation into the 

greatest force for good the w
orld has ever know

n.  
U

nless w
e act now

 to assert faith and m
orality, our 

nation cannot be strong.  A
nd if A

m
erica is not 

strong, the w
orld w

ill be at the m
ercy of tyrants and 

enter an era w
e dare not im

agine. 
I am

 forever grateful I cam
e of age to serve m

y 
country during the presidency of R

onald R
eagan.  

Four decades ago, before m
y appointm

ent to the U
nit-

ed States M
ilitary A

cadem
y at W

est Point, I studied 
the life of m

y future C
om

m
ander-in-C

hief.  R
onald 

R
eagan cam

e to define m
y conception ─

 and that of 
m

y entire class ─
 of w

hat it m
eans to be an A

m
erican.

Though R
onald R

eagan oversaw
 the rebuilding of 

A
m

erica’s m
ilitary, he did so in order that our nation 

w
ould attain peace through strength.  O

ur fortieth 
president hated w

ar.  H
e thus set an indelible stan-

dard that graduates of W
est Point m

ust alw
ays be 

soldiers of peace.
W

hile seeking a graduate scholarship, I w
as asked, 

by the C
hairm

an of the B
oard of R

egents of the U
ni-

versity of C
alifornia, w

hy there w
as no peace acade-

m
y.  I answ

ered, “That’s the school I go to,” and that 
there w

ere five, the U
nited States M

ilitary A
cadem

y, 
the N

aval A
cadem

y, the A
ir Force A

cadem
y and 

those of the C
oast G

uard and M
erchant M

arine.  A
nd 

for us all, peace w
ill alw

ays be our profession.
In January 2021, I designated C

uba, a state spon-
sor of terrorism

.  It w
as the right thing to do.

N
ow

, all our hearts m
ust be one w

ith brave C
uban 

patriots.  A
ll A

m
ericans w

ho love freedom
 stand 

w
ith the sons and daughters of C

uba w
ho seek free-

dom
.  G

od bless them
 in their fight.

W
hen I w

as elected to C
ongress, m

ade D
irector of 

the C
entral Intelligence A

gency, and later confirm
ed 

as Secretary of State, m
y thoughts, concerning the 

challenges I w
ould face, placed before m

e Presi-
dent R

eagan’s im
age, for he exem

plified a nobili-
ty of spirit, w

ithout w
hich no leader can com

m
and.  

K
now

n for his incom
parable hum

or, President R
ea-

gan, after a phone call w
ith the Soviet head of state, 

said to his staff, “W
e’ve m

ade a breakthrough in our 
proposal to rid the w

orld of nuclear w
eapons.  G

en-
eral Secretary A

ndropov agreed to m
eet us halfw

ay.  
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H
e agreed to zero for our side.”  
President Putin and Foreign M

inister Lavrov m
ade 

a sim
ilar offer, w

hich I, too, didn’t accept.  I rem
em

-
bered that R

onald R
eagan persevered.  H

is vision for 
a Strategic A

rm
s R

eduction Treaty led to the elim
ina-

tion of m
assive num

bers of nuclear w
eapons by both 

pow
ers after the treaty’s ultim

ate ratification.  
This 

vision, 
backed 

by 
crippling 

sanctions 
on the Soviet econom

y 
and its planned natural 
gas pipeline to the W

est, 
caused 

that 
em

pire’s 
dissolution and m

ilitary 
concessions 

that 
other-

w
ise w

ould have been 
inconceivable. 

 
Presi-

dent R
eagan’s statecraft 

inform
ed w

hat President 
Trum

p and I did to cur-
tail Iran’s nuclear abili-
ties.  It also provided the 
tem

plate for our actions 
to contain V

ladim
ir Putin.  

U
nfortunately, w

hat w
e accom

plished has been cast 
aside by the deep state that is W

ashington.  In their 
backdoor negotiations w

ith Iran and in their elim
ina-

tion of our sanctions to inhibit Russia from
 supplying 

natural gas to G
erm

any, they have put our w
orld at risk. 

W
hat w

ould R
onald R

eagan do if faced w
ith the 

w
orld of today, for our nation is divided?  I do not 

claim
 to have a com

plete answ
er, but I believe I 

know
 the path this giant w

ould chart, for it w
ould 

begin w
ith faith.

Faith has been m
y strength.  W

ithout G
od’s 

grace, it is im
m

ensely difficult for a soldier to lead 

his brothers and sisters into battle, for the sacrifices 
that m

ay be dem
anded exceed any recom

pense in 
this w

orld.  To those serving in harm
’s w

ay, it is the 
certain know

ledge of everlasting life after this exis-
tence that conveys undaunted courage to the w

eary 
and im

placable resolve to the reticent.  It im
bues 

fearlessness.
This 

is 
the 

truth  
G

eorge 
W

ashington 
un-

derstood w
hen he com

-
m

anded a force of farm
ers, 

hunters, 
and 

m
erchants 

to victory over the great-
est arm

y and navy in the 
w

orld.  This is the w
is-

dom
 Ronald Reagan ex-

pressed w
hen he defeated 

the undefeatable ─
 the 

evil em
pire that w

as the 
Soviet U

nion ─
 w

ithout 
w

ar, but w
ith a heart full 

of faith.  W
e m

ust draw
 

on these im
m

ortal exam
-

ples if w
e are to m

eet the grave challenges w
e now

 
face as a people.

To reclaim
 A

m
erica, there is no m

ore im
portant 

resource than the churches, synagogues, m
osques, 

and tem
ples that grace our land.  There is no m

ore 
im

portant need than to hear their voices state: W
e 

m
ust return to our m

oral core, lest all be lost.
A

m
erica m

ust restore its character, its leadership, 
and its exceptionalism

.  The enunciation of faith is 
param

ount.  O
ur proclam

ation w
ithin the halls of 

pow
er that G

od’s relationship is w
ith the individual 

and not the collective is essential.  
Fellow

ship and m
utual respect are born from

 this 



    o
 r

ec
la

im
 A

m
er

ic
a

,  

t
h

er
e is n

o
 m

o
r

e  

im
po

rta
n

t
 r

eso
u

r
c

e t
h

a
n

  

t
h

e c
h

u
r

c
h

es, sy
n

a
g

o
g

u
es,  

m
o

sq
u

es, a
n

d
 t

em
ples  

t
h

a
t

 g
r

a
c

e o
u

r
 la

n
d

.   

T
h

er
e is n

o
 m

o
r

e 

 im
po

rta
n

t
 n

eed
 t

h
a

n
  

t
o

 h
ea

r
 t

h
eir

 v
o

ic
es sta

t
e. 

 W
e m

u
st

 r
et

u
r

n
 t

o
 o

u
r

  

m
o

r
a

l c
o

r
e, lest

  

a
ll be lo

st
.  

T

.        



realization, for our spirits are the creation of G
od, 

and w
hat is of G

od m
ust never be disrespected, no 

m
atter our station or accom

plishm
ents in life.  W

e, as 
conservatives, need to com

m
unicate our belief that 

everyone is endow
ed w

ith dignity that m
ust be re-

spected because w
e all bear the m

ark of the C
reator.

This principle is the m
eans to bring our divided 

country together w
ithout hatred or acrim

ony.  It is 
also an idea that statists reject.  This is their A

chil-
les’ heel and is revealed by the actions of privileged 
elites w

ho applaud w
hat they, them

selves, w
ould 

not do, as they use and take 
advantage 

of 
those 

they 
pretend to support.  

True 
conservatism

 
in 

A
m

erica declined after the 
R

eagan presidency.  The 
adm

inistration 
of 

w
hich 

I w
as a part brought grit, 

populism
, 

and 
disruptive 

innovation to revivify con-
servative principles.  

I 
am

 
proud 

to 
have 

helped 
President 

Trum
p 

destroy ISIS and its leadership, for w
e saved innu-

m
erable lives and ended unendurable suffering.
I am

 proud w
e term

inated the Joint C
om

prehen-
sive Plan of A

ction ─
 the Iran nuclear deal ─

 that 
w

ould have aided this terrorist nation to am
ass the 

resources to build nuclear w
eapons as w

ell as the 
m

eans to deliver them
.  

I am
 proud w

e took decisive action to end the 
reign of terror of Q

asem
 Soleim

ani, w
ho headed 

Iran’s m
urderous Q

uds Force, and that w
e reintro-

duced sanctions against this fanatic regim
e.  

I am
 proud w

e m
oved our em

bassy in Israel to 

Jerusalem
, for our dem

onstration of resolve and 
unalterable support for Israel encouraged four M

us-
lim

-m
ajority nations to m

ake peace w
ith this Jew

ish 
state.   

A
nd I am

 proud w
e faced dow

n C
hina, to hold 

them
 to account for the W

uhan virus, their orches-
trated cover-up that poisoned the w

orld, and C
hina’s 

ongoing theft of A
m

erican technology and, m
ost 

critically, A
m

erican jobs.
A

 nation’s history is determ
ined one decision at a 

tim
e.  Though the Trum

p adm
inistration’s dom

estic 
and foreign policy achievem

ents 
w

ere num
erous, the Left seized 

upon the president’s presentation 
to disrupt his term

 and thw
art his 

chances for reelection.   
Since the end of W

orld W
ar II, 

A
m

erica has m
ade m

any correct 
decisions, bringing dem

ocratic 
institutions to form

er enem
ies 

and 
unprecedented 

econom
ic 

security to m
uch of the w

orld.  
W

e averted global nuclear w
ar, 

but w
e have also faltered.  

Too m
any tim

es, w
e have forgotten that our great-

est gift to other nations is our exam
ple, not our force 

of arm
s.  A

t hom
e, w

e have tarnished our institutions 
and have com

prom
ised our belief in lim

ited govern-
m

ent and the necessity for the separation of pow
ers.  

W
e have allow

ed our courts to legislate, the exec-
utive to dictate, and C

ongress to exceed the bounds 
of its constitutional authorities.  C

hicago, N
ew

 York, 
and especially W

ashington sym
bolize a dysfunction 

that is grasped by friend and foe alike.  
The present crisis cannot be papered over.  W

e 
have an obligation to our children to restore w

hat 

J
oy and hope 

must transcend our 
nation’s present  
deterioration and  

discord.



 
A

merica is strongest  
when we act according to  
our founding documents, 
which faith has imbued.   
W

e are weakest when  
we disregard this  
priceless heritage.  



w
e have lost.  In studying our history to m

ap our 
future, w

e, as a m
ovem

ent, w
e, as a party, m

ust re-
introduce our nation to conservatism

.  
Today, all of us stand upon a prom

ontory from
 

w
hich w

e m
ay survey our nation’s history: the good, 

the bad, the fair, and the unjust.  W
e do not shirk any 

aspect of our history, nor are w
e asham

ed ─
 for w

e 
have overcom

e, w
e have pre-

vailed, and w
e have foresw

orn 
that 

w
hich 

is 
corruptive 

of 
A

m
erica’s m

ost reverent ideals.
Joy and hope m

ust transcend 
our 

nation’s 
present 

deterio-
ration and discord.  It is w

ith 
this understanding and respect 
for our past that w

e m
ust once 

again openly profess our faith, 
our devotion to our fam

ilies, 
and proclaim

, unapologetically, 
the w

ords, “I am
 an A

m
erican.”  

W
e m

ust not look upon our 
opponents in anger, for it is 
both ablative to virtue and cor-
rosive to judgem

ent.  Jam
es 

M
adison, the father of our C

onstitution, believed 
that both openness and boldness, but not rancor, 
w

ere vital for effective leadership.  A
braham

 Lin-
coln did not look upon his m

any adversaries and 
detractors in fury, but in righteousness, for it w

as 
in righteousness that K

ing D
avid thanked a loving 

G
od, w

ho fortified and ennobled him
.  Psalm

 41:12 
recites D

avid’s gratitude, “B
ecause of m

y integrity 
you uphold m

e and set m
e in your presence forever.”    

Today, m
any politicians state publicly that in-

tegrity is priceless.  Is this the reason w
hy so m

any 
dem

onstrate they can’t afford it?  

V
irtues are developed through G

od’s grace and 
are the foundation of our R

epublic and of all hu-
m

an happiness.  Frederick D
ouglass stated, “The 

life of the nation is secure only w
hile the nation is 

honest, truthful, and virtuous.”  Frederick D
ouglass 

said these w
ords on the occasion of the tw

enty-third 
anniversary of the Em

ancipation of the D
istrict of 

C
olum

bia.  N
o truer statem

ent 
has ever been spoken.  

The antidote to strife is vir-
tue.  A

m
erica’s virtues are not 

represented by our w
ealth.  O

ur 
virtues are our w

ealth.  
A

m
erica is strongest w

hen 
w

e act according to our found-
ing docum

ents, w
hich faith has 

im
bued.  W

e are w
eakest w

hen 
w

e disregard this priceless her-
itage.  There are m

any virtues, 
but today I w

ill focus on four, 
w

hich I believe define conser-
vatism

 and m
ust delineate the 

R
epublican Party, for it is these 

qualities that w
ill perm

it our 
nation to vanquish threats of unparalleled scope and 
danger, w

hich include internal collapse, C
hina’s 

reach, terrorism
 fueled by Iran, and new

 risks, just 
now

 beginning to be understood.
The first virtue is vision.  W

hat is often m
ost diffi-

cult to envision is that w
hich is before our gaze.  

Presuppositions distort w
hat w

e see to the extent that 
tw

o observers of the sam
e facts m

ay differ in every de-
tail of w

hat they recall.  Indeed, Congress resem
bles a 

carnival funhouse, for its partisan m
irrors distort, com

-
press, or enlarge critical issues that could otherw

ise be 
resolved if only they could be observed genuinely.
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N
arratives have replaced reality.  D

eprecating fic-
tions concerning the establishm

ent of our nation are 
presented as fact.  

R
ather than seek truth, those w

ho seek pow
-

er dem
and subservience to stories propagated by 

disingenuous elites and spew
ed by unscrupulous 

politicians enabled by the Internet and social m
e-

dia.  The result is a nation separated from
 truth, but 

bound by narratives that superficially support the 
dispossessed, but actually enrich A

m
erica’s new

 
ruling class ─

 the w
oke billionaire, the star, or the 

politician ─
 w

ho believe they are entitled to control 
the lives of others, though they often have trouble 
controlling their ow

n.  This politburo of false virtue 
believes they are sm

arter than everyone else, but in 
their arrogance, this w

ealthy and privileged group 
betrays itself to be destitute, for no governm

ent, no 
elite, and no authority has ever created prosperity 
and happiness by m

aking itself lord over m
en and 

w
om

en born free.
A

nother attribute of vision is finding a path for-
w

ard into a future that cannot be know
n, but m

ust 
be faced.  “The challenge of statesm

anship is to have 
the vision to dream

 of a better, safer w
orld and the 

courage, persistence, and patience to turn that dream
 

into reality.”  These w
ords, spoken by R

onald R
ea-

gan, cannot be im
proved, but m

ust be observed.  
The second virtue is hope.  The party, w

hich con-
stitutes our opposition, seeks to divide our nation 
and has returned to its roots by generating politi-
cal pow

er through racial discord and exploitation.  
Through these m

eans, radicals hope to take from
 us 

the joy and pride w
e have in our country.  This they 

w
ill not do.
W

here there is no joy or pride, hope is forfeit.  
W

here there is no hope, the value and the sanctity of 

life are dim
inished and m

ay vanish.
N

o nation is faultless, but no nation has pon-
dered and has tried to correct its faults m

ore than 
the U

nited States.  W
e are proud, for w

e are free, 
but in this realization, w

e are obliged to be hum
ble, 

for w
e know

 our strength com
es from

 our obedience 
to G

od and the inalienable rights H
e has bestow

ed 
upon each of us.

The third virtue is gratitude.  It is extended to 
those w

ho provided our inheritance of both liberty 
and abundance, w

hich w
e m

ust enlarge and convey 
to the next generation.  W

hen w
e think of gratitude, 

it is thanks for som
e past act or kindness that com

es 
to m

ind.  I believe the m
ost pow

erful form
 of grat-

itude, how
ever, is that w

hich is extended into the 
future to exist throughout tim

e.
Im

agine a young infantrym
an of seventeen w

ho 
died w

hile serving in the C
ontinental A

rm
y at York-

tow
n: W

hat w
ould this boy not have given to be part 

of the A
m

erica of today, to enjoy the plenty and free-
dom

 that each of us possesses?  W
e ow

e it to this 
leader in liberty, w

ho gave his life so A
m

erica could 
be born, to cherish the values he has bequeathed to us.

Im
agine a proud m

other of tw
o daughters, born 

into slavery, w
ho perished establishing a new

 route 
for the U

nderground R
ailroad: W

hat w
ould this cou-

rageous w
om

an not have given to see her children 
raised in the freedom

 and opportunities of today, rath-
er than to the life of burden she knew

?  W
e ow

e it to 
all A

m
ericans w

ho lived and died under the yoke of 
oppression to celebrate w

hat w
e have.  For, in doing 

so, w
e honor their m

em
ory and their m

any sacrifices, 
for a nation is not forged in perfection, but evolves 
according to its people and its principles.

Last, im
agine a C

hoctaw
 w

arrior in 1918, serving 
in the A

m
erican Expeditionary Force during the as-

sault on Forest Farm
 in France.  Aw

are from
 his el-

ders’ oral histories of the broken treaties and griev-
ous losses suffered by his people, and know

ing that 

N
ative A

m
ericans could not yet vote in our national 

elections, this incom
parably selfless m

an nonethe-
less used his tribe’s unique language to confound 
the G

erm
an force before him

, becom
ing one of our 

nation’s first code talkers.  
This gallant action helped bring victory to an 

A
m

erican arm
y. B

y his deeds, this C
hoctaw

 soldier 
dem

onstrated that w
hile the past inform

s the pres-

ent, it m
ust never be an obstacle to a better, m

ore 
vibrant future.

H
istory is the sum

 total of actions both good and 

bad, brave and irresolute; it cannot be parsed and 
strained to rem

ove parts that are offensive, for to do 
so is to rob our past of the richness and com

plexity 
that built the road to our present day. 

These three stories, to w
hich the nam

es of m
any 

of our forebears m
ay be applied, represent the gi-

ants w
ho form

ed the foundation upon w
hich our na-

tion rests.  I asked you to im
agine w

hat these three 
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N
arratives

   
have replaced reality.  D

eprecating fictions 

concerning the establishm
ent of our nation  

are presented as fact. 

R
ather than seek truth, those w

ho seek 

pow
er dem

and subservience to stories prop-

agated by disingenuous elites and spew
ed 

by unscrupulous politicians enabled by the 

Internet and social m
edia.  The result is a 

nation separated from
 truth, but bound by 

narratives that superficially support the dis-

possessed, but actually enrich A
m

erica’s new
 

ruling class ―
the w

oke billionaire, the star, or 

the politician―
 w

ho believe they are entitled 

to control the lives of others, though they of-

ten have trouble controlling their ow
n.  



persons w
ould not have given to have been part of 

the A
m

erica of today, yet I do not believe any w
ould 

have given up their place in history if in so doing 
they w

ould have altered our country’s character. 
For, as in each of our lives, our sorrow

s, our joys, 
our failings, and our accom

plishm
ents form

 w
hat 

w
e w

ill becom
e.  So it is w

ith A
m

erica.
W

ithout our belief in a loving G
od W

ho forgives 
our sins, w

ho am
ong us w

ould have the m
oral cour-

age to peer into his or her ow
n heart to discover and 

to begin to correct the w
rongs w

e have com
m

itted.  
The fourth virtue is forgiveness.

It is through forgiveness that w
e advance as one 

united people.  It is in m
ajesty that w

e observe the 
course of our R

epublic and the nature of the m
en 

and w
om

en w
ho are its people.  For w

e are all des-
tined to sin, but w

e are blessed w
ith the courage as 

a nation to acknow
ledge our sins, to fight to right 

them
, to overcom

e w
hat is w

rong, and to reflect on 
our journey to righteousness, w

hich is forever in-
com

plete, but m
ust alw

ays be constant.  
I subm

it to you that these four virtues m
ust de-

fine conservatism
 and the R

epublican Party.  Indeed, 
they m

ust define A
m

erica.  W
ith intrepidity, w

e 
m

ust m
arshal these qualities to confront extraordi-

nary challenges.
C

ollapse from
 w

ithin is possible.  R
ace and open 

borders have becom
e levers for the Left to sow

 socie-
tal disunity.  Im

m
igration w

ithout assim
ilation, illicit 

drugs, hum
an trafficking, disputed elections, and in-

flationary risk have becom
e tools to disassem

ble our 
R

epublic.  In w
hat m

ust be an attem
pt at national sui-

cide, w
e allow

 M
S-13 assassins to pass through our 

borders w
ith gang tattoos covering their faces w

hile 
w

e are lectured to by our m
edia for our obstinacy. 

The M
arxist theoretician A

ntonio G
ram

sci con-

sidered freedom
, servitude.  H

e endeavored to res-
cue com

m
unism

 by positing that W
estern values are 

cultural hegem
ony.  W

estern values have brought 
dem

ocratic institutions, technology, and a vast array 
of achievem

ents to the w
orld.

G
ram

sci died years ago, so I ask, w
hy are our 

children taught lessons that derive from
 his inval-

idated notions?  The histories of our heroes should, 
instead, be taught, so students m

ay com
prehend the 

potential for excellence that exists w
ithin every per-

son ─
 especially them

selves.  
D

r. N
orm

an B
orlaug, born in 1914, created the 

green revolution.  President C
arter w

rote that D
r. 

B
orlaug did m

ore than any “individual in history in 
the battle to end w

orld hunger,” for he developed 
the high-yield w

heat and agricultural practices that 
averted starvation in M

exico, India, Pakistan, C
hina, 

and A
frica.  

In destitute villages the w
orld over, N

orm
an B

or-
laug did not see race, religion, or color.  H

e asked 
but one question, do these people have enough 
food?  In so doing, he saved m

ore lives than any 
person w

ho ever lived.  
H

e 
w

as 
the 

recipient 
of the N

obel Peace Prize, 
the Presidential M

edal of 
Freedom

, 
the 

C
ongres-

sional 
G

old 
M

edal, 
and 

countless accolades from
 

around the globe, but his 
accom

plishm
ents are taught infrequently, if at all, in 

our public schools.  This m
ust change. 

W
e dw

ell on our faults as if they w
ere unique and not 

ubiquitous to every land that has ever existed.  W
hen 

w
ill w

e teach our children of A
m

erica’s trium
phs?  

O
ur country is tearing itself apart and for w

hat?  



m
ulated trade policies that brought unm

atched num
-

bers of m
anufacturing jobs back to A

m
erica.  

W
e 

established 
energy 

independence 
through 

regulatory reform
, unleashing A

m
erica’s dynam

ism
.  

A
nd w

e addressed intellectual property theft, critical 
m

aterial, and supply chain insecurities, saving jobs 
that belong here and m

ust never again be allow
ed 

to be stolen.  This progress, how
ever, has now

 been 
counterm

anded.  
C

hina’s fusion of business and governm
ent has 

becom
e the m

odel for m
onopolistic corporations 

that seek perm
anent m

arket dom
inance.  C

ontin-
uous surveillance, uniform

ity, and indoctrination 
m

ean stability and grow
th for the m

ost pow
erful 

com
panies in history.  

This is the reason w
hy the sam

e entities that ex-
ploit slave labor in C

hina, lecture us at hom
e about 

A
narchy and the elim

ination of our police cannot but 
bring us death and fear.  D

iscrim
ination cannot be 

fought w
ith m

ore discrim
ination.  A

nd the form
 of 

socialism
 that is now

 being praised by w
oke politi-

cians and billionaires w
ill bring our dem

ocracy to its 
knees by culling dissenting opinions w

hile conceal-
ing harm

ful biases in search engines and in social m
e-

dia platform
s.  If w

e do not act to secure our elections, 
dem

and voter ID
, and end online m

anipulation, w
e 

w
ill be governed by forces beyond our control.
W

ho w
ill benefit?  N

ot A
m

erica, but an array of 
global interests that has am

assed pow
er and un-

countable w
ealth through their usurpation of the 

A
m

erican dream
.  This w

as done by selling or com
-

m
oditizing the engines of our econom

y.  W
hole in-

dustries w
ere m

oved to C
hina.   

President Trum
p and I stem

m
ed this tide.  W

e for-
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racism
.  D

o they not hear the cries of U
ighur m

oth-
ers w

hose babies are torn from
 their w

om
bs?

If our press w
ere fair-m

inded, it w
ould expose this 

deceit, but they are ow
ned, and they are bought, and 

they are silent.  W
hen dom

inant social m
edia platform

s 
can suspend and then ban a president of the U

nited 
States, too m

uch pow
er is in the hands of too few.  

To change the present course, w
e m

ust inform
 our 

citizens of threats to liberty designed to be subtle or 
unseen, and w

e m
ust elim

inate the constellation of 
law

s and regulations that has granted these corpora-
tions alm

ost unlim
ited unearned pow

er and w
ealth.  

U
se of our antitrust statutes and the term

ination of 
Section 230, w

hich gives blanket protections to 

m
any Internet com

panies, are good places to start.
The People’s R

epublic of C
hina represents an ex-

istential threat to the U
nited States.  W

hether the 
virus that savaged the w

orld cam
e from

 the W
uhan 

Institute of V
irology or not, the C

om
m

unist Party of 
C

hina’s allow
ance of international travel from

 that 
city w

hile perm
itting alm

ost no internal travel from
 

that source is an unpardonable act.  W
e m

ust de-
m

and concrete answ
ers concerning the origin of a 

virus that has caused im
m

ense suffering and death.  
China nearly possesses the com

bination of w
ealth, 

strength, and population required to unseat the U
nited 

States as the m
ost pow

erful nation on earth.  W
e counted 

on our m
ilitary and other form

s of pow
er to m

aintain 
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our preem
inence.  These attributes are now

 in question.  
The C

hinese N
avy is ascendant.  C

hina has sto-
len trillions of dollars in technology from

 the U
nit-

ed States and our allies during the last fifteen years.  
The extent of this theft has enabled dram

atic in-
creases in the lethality of their arm

s.  
W

e still hold an edge across all our services, but 
unless w

e fundam
entally 

im
prove m

ilitary procure-
m

ent and our m
eans of 

technical 
education, 

our 
superiority m

ay soon van-
ish.  W

aste, politics, and 
irresolution have no place 
in A

m
erica’s arm

ed forc-
es.  O

ur procurem
ent pro-

cess, how
ever, is m

arked 
by 

the 
developm

ent 
of 

w
eapon system

s that are 
produced 

in 
inadequate 

num
bers or cancelled be-

fore a single operational 
unit is fielded.  

This 
is 

done 
to 

fool 
the public into believing 
a new

 adm
inistration is 

saving m
oney, w

hen the 
opposite is true.  B

oth 
parties stand guilty.  In this century, tens of billions 
of dollars have been w

asted.  N
ew

 tanks, how
itzers, 

and helicopters cancelled by the m
ilitary branch in 

w
hich I served dem

onstrate this issue’s enorm
ity.  

W
eapons are of use only if they are in the hands of 

our forces.  The answ
er is m

assive, incentive-based 
restructuring of defense procurem

ent.  
A

pathy thw
arts change.  To m

ove forw
ard w

e 

m
ust elim

inate entire levels of bureaucracy, begin-
ning w

ithin the O
ffice of the Secretary of D

efense.  I 
observed our bureaucracies firsthand at the D

epart-
m

ent of State.  They are bloated, unw
ieldy, and, at 

tim
es, anti-constitutional in their deference to ille-

gitim
ate influences or forces.  U

nionized, blatant-
ly w

oke, and dom
inated by the Left, bureaucracies 

m
ust be brought to heel, if 

they are to serve.
To be strong w

e m
ust 

never politicize or indoctri-
nate our m

ilitary.  W
e m

ust 
enhance our alliances and 
form

 a new
 pact to con-

tain China, building upon 
the Q

uadrilateral Security 
D

ialogue, to w
hich India, 

A
ustralia, Japan, and the 

U
nited States are party.
B

efore 
C

O
V

ID
, 

our 
m

edia, our popular culture, 
our universities, and our 
international 

businesses 
had been forces for dem

-
ocratic developm

ent and 
m

arket creation through-
out the globe.  This is no 
longer universally true.  

C
hina has infiltrated H

ollyw
ood, academ

ia, our 
technology com

panies, and the conglom
erates that 

control A
m

erica’s m
edia, publishing, and new

s 
sources.  O

ur strength has been turned against us.
C

om
m

unist influence m
ust be elim

inated in our 
country ─

 root and branch.  This is w
hy I acted to 

shutter C
onfucius Institutes at our universities by 

designating them
 foreign m

issions.  This is w
hy I 
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closed the C
hinese consulate in H

ouston.   
W

e m
ust im

pose proportionate costs on B
eijing.  

Strength is w
hat C

hina understands, and w
e are 

show
ing little of it.

C
hina constructed its first overseas m

ilitary base 
in D

jibouti in 2017.  From
 that nation’s location 

near the southern approach to the Suez C
anal, the 

C
hinese N

avy can affect trade.  C
oupled w

ith other 
regional redoubts, C

hina, for the first tim
e in history, 

is positioning itself as a global m
ilitary pow

er.
M

ost crucially, C
hina is em

pow
ering Iran, having 

inaugurating a m
ulti-decade strategic partnership.  

Though this com
pact m

ay be view
ed as part of C

hi-
na’s new

 im
perialism

, know
n as the B

elt and R
oad 

Initiative, it is far m
ore treacherous.  

Terrorism
 and disintegration in the M

iddle East 
support the interests of B

eijing and Tehran as w
ell 

as M
oscow

.  For C
hina, terrorism

 instigated by 
Iran diverts A

m
erican m

ilitary capabilities.  Iran’s 
active nuclear w

eapons program
 com

pounds this 
danger and has been supported surreptitiously by 
C

hina for decades.  
For Iran, its ties to the East constitute an invalu-

able source of dual-use technology, m
uch of it sto-

len from
 the U

nited States and our allies.  C
hina also 

represents a secure m
arket for oil that could other-

w
ise be subject to em

bargo.  
A

 resurgent Iran now
 has a free hand to set loose 

the terrorists w
ho constitute H

am
as and H

ezbollah.  
The present adm

inistration has rem
oved sanctions 

that w
e im

posed, to restart negotiations to lim
-

it w
hat Iran w

ill never w
illingly lim

it: its nuclear 
w

eapons program
. 

This m
ilitant state threatens not only Israel and 

w
orld energy supplies, but the A

rab states of the 
Persian G

ulf.   H
am

as’s recent assault on Israel 

w
ould not have occurred if A

m
erica’s support for 

this Jew
ish state had not been altered by am

biguous 
statem

ents and outreach to Israel’s enem
ies.

President Trum
p and I recognized that A

m
erica’s 

relationship w
ith Israel m

ust be unshakable to con-
strain Iran’s objectives and those of its confederates.  
If A

m
erica and Israel act as one, the opponents of 

peace understand that they w
ill never attain victory.  

B
efore the Trum

p adm
inistration, the status of Je-

rusalem
 had been a diplom

atic chess piece.  It is not.  
It is the eternal capital of the Jew

ish people.  O
ur 

decisive action in m
oving our em

bassy to Jerusa-
lem

 dem
onstrated determ

ination and in so doing re-
m

oved an obstacle to the A
braham

 A
ccords, w

hich 
saw

 four M
uslim

-m
ajority nations m

ake peace w
ith 

Israel.
A

m
erican energy dom

inance w
as absolutely crit-

ical to our efforts to enshrine peace and security in 
the M

iddle East.  W
e have the m

eans to be a net 
energy exporter of fossil fuels and advanced fission 
pow

er plants.  
Sadly, the production of A

m
erican energy is now

 
being dism

em
bered on an altar of radical environ-

m
entalism

.  D
oes the Left not know

 that a com
bi-

nation of fossil fuels and nuclear pow
er is the only 

m
eans to provide enough energy, clean w

ater, and 
sanitation for the m

any cities in A
frica now

 expe-
riencing explosive grow

th that w
ill last throughout 

this century?  
B

y the year 2100, m
any of the planet’s m

ost 
populated cities, projected to com

prise 700 m
illion 

people, w
ill be in sub-Saharan A

frica.  If energy 
supplies are inadequate, w

ar, pestilence, extrem
ism

, 
and exodus w

ill result.    
R

enew
able sources of energy can only be supple-

m
entary, for their production is interm

ittent.  D
efac-



ing m
any once-beautiful landscapes, the blades of 

colossal w
indm

ill farm
s act as scythes, eviscerating 

countless birds.  Even our national sym
bol, the ea-

gle, is not spared, for their death in the thousands 
w

as allow
ed by the O

bam
a adm

inistration.  
Is this the environm

entalism
 w

e w
ere prom

ised?  
I have spoken of three threats w

e all recognize.  
B

ut 
new

 
dangers 

to 
freedom

 
appear 

constant-
ly.  Pandem

ics, genetic engineering, cyberw
arfare, 

pow
er-grid disruptions, and strong artificial intelli-

gence w
ill change our w

orld.  In the com
ing m

onths, 
I w

ill address each of these risks and offer policies 
that can lead our nation to security and prosperity 
in a w

orld of extraordinary technological expansion.  
V

ision is the key to m
eeting these and other chal-

lenges.  R
onald R

eagan and M
ikhail G

orbachev es-
tablished the foundations for the International Ther-
m

onuclear Experim
ental R

eactor program
 during 

their sum
m

it in 1985.  

N
ow

 being built, this project w
ill explore the 

production of fusion energy.  If successful, R
onald 

R
eagan’s vision w

ill, in this century, bring the heart 
of the sun’s pow

er to our planet.  Truly clean energy 
w

ill finally exist in infinite supply.  
This w

as im
agination.  This w

as exceptionalism
.  

Since w
e cannot find this type of prescience and 

grit in our governm
ent today, w

e m
ust take back the 

H
ouse, the Senate, and the presidency to create it.
The great poem

, “The R
uin,” w

ritten m
ore than 

one thousand years ago, records the rem
nants of R

o-
m

an B
ritain, w

hich w
as built centuries earlier, but 

lost to tim
e, “This m

asonry is w
ondrous; fates broke 

it; courtyard pavem
ents w

ere sm
ashed; the w

ork of 
giants is decaying.”

This m
ust never be the future of A

m
erica.  Events 

m
ay have pushed our nation into a furnace, but the 

B
ook of D

aniel tells us that people of faith cannot 
be harm

ed by such a test.
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• 1982-1986: M

ike graduated first in his class at W
est Point and com

m
issioned as a 

U
nited States A

rm
y officer.

• 1986-1991: Served as a cavalry officer in Europe, rising to the rank of C
aptain.

• 1991-1994: G
raduated from

 H
arvard Law

 School, having been an editor of H
arvard 

Law
 Review

.

• 1994-1999: Practiced law
 w

ith W
illiam

s &
 C

onnolly law
 firm

 in W
ashington, D

C
.

• 1999-2011: M
ike returned to his m

other’s fam
ily roots in South C

entral K
ansas and 

founded Thayer A
erospace, w

here he served as C
EO

 for m
ore than half a decade, m

anufac-

turing com
ponents for com

m
ercial and m

ilitary aircraft.  H
e then becam

e President of Sen-

try International, an oilfield equipm
ent m

anufacturing, distribution, and service com
pany.

• 2011-2017: K
ansas elected M

ike four tim
es to represent their 4th C

ongressional D
is-

trict as a m
em

ber of the U
.S. H

ouse of Representatives.  In C
ongress, he served on the 

Energy and C
om

m
erce C

om
m

ittee, the H
ouse Intelligence C

om
m

ittee, and the Special 

C
om

m
ittee that investigated the death of four A

m
ericans in Benghazi, Libya.

• 2017-2017: President Trum
p appointed M

ike as D
irector of the C

entral Intelligence 

A
gency. H

e led his team
, daily, to take appropriate risks on sophisticated operations to 

deliver A
m

erica’s senior leaders the m
ost pristine data and intelligence in the w

orld, to 

inform
 their decision-m

aking.  A
ll to secure freedom

 and sovereignty here at hom
e.

• 2017-2020: President Trum
p appointed M

ike the 70th U
nited State Secretary of State. 

D
uring his tim

e there, the w
orld w

itnessed the em
ergence of A

m
erica as a m

assive energy 

exporter and a force for good in M
iddle East, w

ith real peace cem
ented by the historic 

A
braham

 A
ccords and an A

m
erican foreign policy based on our nation’s founding ideals 

that put A
m

erica first. C
O

V
ID

-19 required M
ike to lead a team

 that executed A
m

erica’s 

largest ever global repatriation effort.  M
ike’s tim

e at State m
arked the end of naive en-

gagem
ent w

ith the C
hinese C

om
m

unist Party (C
C

P) -- pulling back the curtain shielding 

the egregious acts of the C
C

P that threaten A
m

erican jobs and freedom
s, w

hile calling 

out and punishing attacks on basic hum
an dignity and the kleptocrats w

ho denied it in 

places like Venezuela, N
orth K

orea, Iran, N
igeria, C

hina and elsew
here.  

• M
ike and his w

ife Susan have one son, N
icholas. 
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