
ALL CAMPUSES
HighPoint Bible Study
Wednesdays @ 11:30a
HighPoint is temporarily suspended while our Downtown 
Campus undergoes repairs. Visit HoustonsFirst.org/HighPoint 
for updates and to find previous messages!
CONTACT Diane.Bagby@HoustonsFirst.org

Together for Them Conference
Feb 27-28 — The Loop (Worship Center)
Anybody involved in adoption or foster care — parents, 
families, professionals, teachers, etc. — is invited to find 
resources, hear from experts, connect with others, and get 
equipped for your role. Special workshop begins on Friday 
with breakout sessions on Saturday. Get details and register 
at HoustonsFirst.org/Events.
CONTACT Toni.Steere@HoustonsFirst.org

The Mingling of Souls
Fri, Apr 17 @ 7p — The Loop (Worship Center)
At this live event, author and pastor Matt Chandler will 
explore God’s design for love, marriage, sex, and redemption. 
The event is for single and married adults, regardless of 
age or stage of life. $20 per person thru Mar 26. Register at 
HoustonsFirst.org/Events.
CONTACT Kristin.Hawkinson@HoustonsFirst.org

SENIOR ADULTS
Senior Adult Revival
Mar 16-18 @ 10:30-11:45a — The Loop (Chapel)
Senior Adults (60+) will gather to hear the Word preached by 
Dr. Jimmy Draper, former President of LifeWay, with worship 
led by our own John Bolin and the Revival Choir.
CONTACT Tracie.Bowman@HoustonsFirst.org

WOMEN
From Good to Grace
Tue, Mar 3 @ 6:30-8p — Fellowship Ctr
Christine Hoover, author of From Good to Grace: Letting Go of 
the Goodness Gospel, will illustrate how we confuse being 
good and trying hard — the “goodness gospel” — with the 
true gospel. Register at HoustonsFirst.org/Events.
CONTACT Haylee.Nelson@HoustonsFirst.org.

MEN
Men: Serve
Sat, Feb 28 @ 8a-1p — The Loop
Men will go out in teams to serve the widows of our church 
family through yard work, home repairs, and other projects. 
Advance registration is required, so sign up to serve by Feb 20 
at HoustonsFirst.org/Events.
CONTACT Emily.Brown@HoustonsFirst.org

THE LOOP
SINGLE PARENT FAMILIES
Birthday Bash
Today @ 12:15-2p — Oasis Rm
The Single Parent Family Ministry gathers once a month to 
celebrate all the birthdays that month. Come wish a “happy 
birthday” to parents and kids with February birthdays and 
enjoy a free lunch, too. Walk-ins welcome!   
CONTACT Amber.Willet@HoustonsFirst.org

CYPRESS
Men: Serve
Sat, Feb 28 @ 7:30a-1p — Cypress Ministry Center
Men will gather at the Cypress Ministry Center and go out in 
teams to serve the widows of the Cypress Campus! Sign up 
by Feb 20 at HoustonsFirst.org/Cypress for this half-day of 
service that goes a long way to bless these sweet ladies.
CONTACT Lyndle Jackson, frogmn@hotmail.com

DOWNTOWN
NYC Spring Mission Trip
Apr 1-5
The Downtown Campus has actively partnered with our 
MISSION 1:8 church plants in NYC since Fall 2013. Now, come 
with us on our fourth mission trip to the city! Fill out an 
interest form at HoustonsFirst.org/Missions to get the process 
started. The cost is $750 per person.
CONTACT Peter.Lee@HoustonsFirst.org

MEN
Men’s Retreat: Roles of a Man
Feb 27-28 — Hunt Retreat
Men will explore what God’s word says about biblical 
manhood, and leave with a clearer understanding of the 
expectations and responsibilities God places on men. Limited 
number of spots available. Register at HoustonsFirst.org/
Downtown by Feb 25 for $59. Walk-ins: $69.
CONTACT Peter.Lee@HoustonsFirst.org

SIENNA
Parent Commitment
Sun, Feb 22 @ 9:15a & 11a — Worship Center
Parents who are members of Houston’s First will publicly 
express their desire to raise their child in a Christian home, 
bring their child to church, and teach their child about Jesus. 
Parents can contact Cara to sign up for this special time to 
take place during our Sunday worship services.
CONTACT Cara.Buis@HoustonsFirst.org

Closet/Cupboard Clean
Sat, Mar 28 @ 9a-1p — 4309 Sienna Parkway
Look through your closets and cupboards for clothes and 
non-perishable foods! The Second Mile truck will be in the 
Sienna Campus parking lot to receive your donations. Invite 
your neighbors to participate, too!
CONTACT Kelli.Boylan@HoustonsFirst.org

SPANISH
Launch Team Meeting
Today @ 12:30p — The Loop (Rm 257/258)
Our new Spanish Campus (Campus Español) launches on Sun, 
Apr 12, at The Loop! Come hear Campus Pastor Juan Alaniz 
share the vision for the campus and how you can be a part of 
this new ministry. The Launch Team is open to anyone willing 
to give their support, prayers, and commitment to the Spanish 
Campus! (Next Launch Team meeting:  Sun, Mar 8.)
CONTACT Cynthia.Carranza@HoustonsFirst.org

Sundays at Houston’s First
The Loop Campus
7401 Katy Fwy  •  Houston, TX  77024 
Worship    9:15a • 11a • 5p
Life Bible Studies    8a • 9:15a • 10:45a • 6:30p

Cypress Campus
10300 Warner Smith Blvd  •  Cypress, TX  77433
Worship    11a
Life Bible Studies    9:30a

Downtown Campus
1300 Lamar St  •  Houston, TX  77002
Worship    11a
Life Bible Studies    9:30a

Sienna Campus
4309 Sienna Pkwy •  Missouri City, TX  77459
Worship    9:30a • 11a 
Life Bible Studies     9:30a • 11a
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TWEET OF THE WEEK:  “Thank you @GreggMatte for reminding me why I’m blessed to have work and why I work so hard. @HoustonsFirst” — @meganacallahan

Houston’s First Baptist Church is a relevant, biblical community where we gather our hearts, grow our souls and give our lives as we seek to fulfill the Great Commission.

OUR NATION
Let His Freedom Ring!

Sun, Feb 22 — The Loop, Downtown, Sienna
Discover what it means to be a member of Houston’s First! 
Over lunch, pastors and staff members from your campus 
will share the vision, mission, and strategy — and you can 
learn how to find your place to gather, grow, and give. The 
class is not required to join the church, but we encourage 
you to attend! RSVP for your campus at HoustonsFirst.org/
Events. (Cypress session coming in April!)

MAKE IT YOUR CHURCH ORIENTATION

Mission Trip Interest Meetings
Today @ 12:30p
Learn about two upcoming trips and how you can give your 
life away as a team member. Lunch is provided, so RSVP to 
Ameer.Omar@HoustonsFirst.org.
   •  East Asia (Apr 23-May 3) — The Loop (Rm 252)
   •  Lebanon - Medical (Jun 23-30) — The Loop (Rm 145)

Wednesday evenings — The Loop
There’s more to Houston’s First than Sundays! Gather at The 
Loop on Wednesday evenings for MidLink featuring MidLink 
Cafe, Milestones classes, worship rehearsals, NextGen 
programs, and more. Visit HoustonsFirst.org/MidLink for 
the full schedule.

THE BLESSING
OF WORK 
Through the ‘80s oil bust, a single income, 
and job loss, Jeff and Sheila Stas saw God 
faithfully provide so they could give to 
His kingdom.

Giving used to be a difficult subject for Jeff and Sheila Stas. Both worked in the 
oil business when they married in 1984, just about the time it went “bust.” Would 
they keep their jobs? They dodged that bullet as newlyweds, but job loss would 
haunt them annually for many years to come.
 
After four years of marriage, Jeff and Sheila were blessed with a daughter. Sheila 
went back to work soon after, but in just a few months were expecting a second 
child. Though a strain on the finances, after much prayer and debate they decided 
it would be best for the family if Sheila stayed home to care for the children.
 
Learning to budget their money while taking Financial Peace University at their 
church in Arkansas offered life-changing lessons. Jeff committed that the family 
would become debt free so they could give to God more freely. The couple paid off 
their debts slowly, but surely.
 
Then came yet another unexpected layoff for Jeff. “Just when we were making 
progress,” he recalls, “we had to start all over again.”
 
They prayed, gave what they could and waited on the Lord to provide a job for 
Jeff. Soon, he had three offers! They asked God to show them where to move and 
confirm it by first selling their home. He did, and off to Dallas they went.
 
In 2012, the company moved the entire U.S. division to Houston and they found 
their way to Houston’s First. God touched their hearts through the messages 
of MISSION 1:8. “Pastor Gregg showed us how to take one more step of faith,” 
said Jeff. “We gave more than a tithe and believed that God would show himself 
faithful.” And He did.
 
“Not only have we been able to give to our church,” said Sheila, “but now we can 
each contribute to our favorite ministries.”
 
Giving is no longer a difficult topic for Jeff and Sheila. “Giving has become a joy!” 
she said. “We still have our struggles and challenges, but we know that no matter 
what our circumstances, God is faithful.”

SHARE
your MISSION 1:8 story at 

HoustonsFirst.org/MyStory

Life Bible Studies are the primary 
method for connecting with others and 
growing together at Houston’s First. Visit 
HoustonsFirst.org to find one that’s right 
for you, or ask the Welcome Team at your 
campus for assistance. 

Life Bible Studies

Ladder source: Maximize by Nelson Searcy
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OUR NATION
Let His Freedom Ring!

Shuttle parking
Attend The Loop on Sunday mornings? Use shuttle parking 
to make room for others! It’s a simple way to expand the 
ministry of our church. Get details on the 5 garages at 
HoustonsFirst.org/ShuttleParking.



A few years after Texas declared its independence and became a sovereign 
nation, traveling preacher and missionary Z.N. Morrell rode into Houston 
from Tennessee. He inquired about a church to visit and discovered that 
there was none, so he quickly found a spot from which to preach. It was 
the first evangelistic sermon ever spoken in Houston.

What Morrell began in that historic moment would inspire a small band 
of other believers who had settled in Houston to establish the city’s first 
Baptist church in 1841 — our church. In our first official minutes recorded 
on April 10, 1841, it was noted that people convened “for the purpose 
of forming an evangelistic church of Christ of the regular Baptist order.”   
What is the first adjective used to describe who we are? Evangelistic.

Generations later in 2013 when Houston’s First launched MISSION 1:8, we 
committed to spreading the Gospel across what is now our nation, too — 
the United States. We identified church plants and ministries in strategic 
regions — Boston, New York City, San Francisco/Oakland — and set out 
to contribute $2,250,000 to their evangelistic efforts.

BUT GOD DID MORE THAN WE COULD ASK OR IMAGINE!

Thanks to the unprecedented generosity of the Houston’s First family, 
we are able to provide $4,500,000 to these partners and others. Your 
MISSION 1:8 contributions will now extend to partners who are advancing 
His kingdom in mid-major cities in the United States and to partners 
in Montreal and Edmonton. Canada may not be our nation, but God’s 
kingdom has no boundaries!

METROPOLITAN NEW YORK 
BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
“Thanks to the Houston’s First family giving to MISSION 1:8, Metropolitan New 
York Baptist Association (MNYBA) was able to help provide financial support for 
26 new church plants. One 
of them, the Church of Grace 
to Fujianese, has already 
over 100 in attendance and 
is baptizing new believers. 
Our church planters baptized 
30 new believers in January 
2015. Boto Joseph, one of our 
church planters, was able to begin an outreach ministry to South Asians in Jackson 
Heights, Queens. We have also been able to begin a new ministry called Global 
Impact Leadership Initiative where we are partnering with local churches to help 
them train the next generation of indigenous leaders, pastors, and planters.”
George T. Russ, Executive Director, MNYBA

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
“MISSION 1:8 has enabled my family to continue serving at the First Baptist 
Church in the City of New York. Your generosity made up for shortfalls in our 
income time and again, and encouraged us to plow ahead for Jesus and His 
church. Your notes, gifts, and love have lifted 
our hearts and our hands, much like Aaron 
and Hur assisting Moses. Your creativity 
has inspired us, and your heart to see the 
gospel advance in NYC has fueled our own 
passion for the lost. Most of all, your prayers 
have meant the world. We are enormously 
grateful for Houston’s First and look forward 
to joining you some day in the planting and 
revitalizing of churches for the glory of God 
and the joy of the nations.”
Matthew C. Hoskinson, Pastor, 
First Baptist Church in the City of New York

THE JOURNEY CHURCH - 
STATEN ISLAND
“The generosity of the Houston’s First family through MISSION 1:8 enabled us to 
launch The Journey Church - Staten Island and begin the start of weekly services 
on February 9, 2014. This year, as a result of the incredible resources provided 
by MISSION 1:8, we are celebrating our first birthday with an average Sunday 
attendance of 65-70 people; 67 people have made first time decisions to follow 
Jesus; over 250 people have checked out the church for the first time; and 10 people 
were baptized in our first year! Your support through prayer, resources, and finances 
is helping us achieve our mission of helping the people of Staten Island become fully 
developing followers of Jesus Christ. NYC, specifically Staten Island, is our mission 
field and you help make it possible for us to be here! Thanks!”
Nick Mustakas, Pastor, The Journey Church - Staten Island

NEW YORK CITY

CITY ON A HILL CHURCH
“Your MISSION 1:8 giving made it possible for City on a Hill to purchase 
equipment for and host 1,500 people at three summer movie nights with 
the City of Brookline. The feedback has been amazing; we are already 
preparing for five movie nights with the town during the summer of 2015! 
In addition, we were able to bring on our third church planting resident, 
Suresh Sammangi, to plant a church among the 80,000 unreached Indian 
people in the Boston area. Finally, we were able to purchase school 
supplies and throw a block party for 300 children who live in low income 
housing as they prepared for school this fall and are making plans to do 
this again this year.”
Bland Mason, Pastor, City on a Hill Church, Brookline, MA

REDEEMER FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
“Because of our partnership with Houston’s First, we have been able to stand 
on the front lines in a very dark region of the world and play a role in pushing 
back the darkness. To date, our church has grown to an average attendance 
of 140 with over 20 different nationalities represented. In addition, we’ve 
helped in the planting of two other New England churches and have a 
church planter in residence right now, who we will send out to plant a new 
church next summer. Houston’s First has been a part of all of this!”  
Chris Bass, Pastor, Redeemer Fellowship Church, Watertown, MA

EPIC CHURCH
”Your giving to MISSION 1:8 enabled us to invite 20,000 people in our 
neighborhood to attend services at Epic through a direct mail piece. This 
spring we had 350 adults sign up to be part of a small group and hired a 
Family Pastor. Our people served more than 1,700 hours in ministry last year 
and 60+ were baptized over the past two years. Thanks for all the ways you 
are helping us reach a strategic city with the good news of Jesus.”
Ben Pilgreen, Pastor, Epic Church, San Francisco

THE MOVEMENT
“Houston’s First’s support has been a 
huge encouragement to our young 
church plant. The financial support has 
allowed us to do ministry in the city of 
Oakland without the additional burden of 
adequate funding. But more importantly, 
the prayer support and affirmation of our 
mission to Overwhelm Oakland with Love 
has given our team confidence in our 
calling! During your mission team’s visit, 
it was beautiful to see the unity of the Church on display as your team joined 
ours to serve the city of Oakland as one Church! The unity and love shared 
between our teams had a positive impact on our city’s food bank, 
our city’s schools, and our city’s residents!”
Edward Paz, Pastor, theMOVEMENT, OaklandBOSTON

SAN 
FRANCISCO 
& OAKLAND

ROOTED IN EVANGELISM

$2,235,291
Total giving to Our Nation
(Mar 2013-Jan 2015)

An additional $2,264,709 will be invested, 
bringing the total to $4,500,000

 FROM HOUSTON
TO OUR NATION 

The church planting team from Church of Grace to 
Fujianese, Flushing, Queens

Epic’s hospitality volunteers welcoming 
a first time guest


