MEET O UR STA FF

MI SS I O N A RY C A R E
Houston’s First’s Missionary Care Team aims to bring value to global
workers through resources and relationships. In doing so, we enable
missionaries to be sustained for long-term ministry and legacy on the field.

Become a Care Contact

A Care Contact is a person with a heart for God’s global workers, a passion to see God glorified
in the nations, and an ability to relate well with people. Each Care Contact agrees to serve as a
contact person for a missionary or missionary family ministering in the world. A Care Contact
could be a representative of a larger group (e.g., Life Bible Study), an individual, or a family.
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Resources for Returned Global Workers

Here are some of the resources we provide for returned missionaries:
•
•
•
•
		
•

Missionary Care Contacts
Short-term housing
Counseling at Houston’s First’s Julianna Poor Memorial Counseling Center
Return Global Worker Fellowship: A community of returned global workers that
meets bi-weekly in Houston.
Annual Missionary Care Retreat

MI SSI ONARY SPOTLI GHT
Sean and Jenny Nuccio, Missionaries to Kenya

Sean and Jenny Nuccio are missionaries that we support here at Houston's First. In 2013, Sean and Jenny founded an organization
called Imani Collective (imanicollective.com), a global social profit organization with a vision to see individuals and families rise
above poverty and become empowered change agents. They provide opportunities that equip women to unleash their greatness
through empowerment + opportunity + community.

MISSIONS 2019

Jenny birthed the organization in the Kenyan village in which she resided, with a vision to enable the Kenyan women there to better
provide for their families through increased skills and opportunities. The Lord has grown this ministry immensely, and the Imani
Collective now employs over fifty Kenyan men + women in Mtepeni Village and Mombasa, along with half a dozen women stateside.
If you are interested in “adopting” a missionary as a Care Contact or are interested in providing support by other means, contact
Skyler Womack at Skyler.Womack@HoustonsFirst.org.
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Prayer

Prayer takes place throughout Houston’s First. Here are a few key ways that our Prayer ministry mobilizes prayer warriors:
•
•
•

Consecration: Prayer Before Worship Services
Prayer During Worship Services
Prayer for Spiritual Revival and Awakening

Assimilation

Are you interested in learning more about Houston’s First, or would like to join the church? Attend a quarterly Make It Your Church
Orientation (MIYCO), and learn more about our church and meet other fresh faces at Houston’s First.
Contact Kevin Spivey at Kevin.Spivey@HoustonsFirst.org and he will provide you with more information regarding our prayer
ministries or an upcoming MIYCO.
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MI SSI ON TRI PS

FA I TH C E N T E R S

CATCH your BREATH

able to connect families with others who are in the same stage. “In a world where adoption
is not ‘the normal,’ we were so thankful for such a large community of support where
[adoption] not only feels ‘normal,’ but is also celebrated,” said Leah, an adoptive mom.
“We felt less lonely when we met other waiting families, and we felt more prepared as we
attended classes to begin preparing our hearts to accept a child from China.”

“True to your wo rd, yo u l e t m e c atch my
breath and s en d m e i n t he ri ght di re c t i o n.”
PSALM 23: 3, T HE M E SSAGE

Other gatherings include Moms of the Heart (MOTH), and soon, Committed, a gathering for
couples led by Aaron and Hannah Bunker. “After getting involved in Legacy 685 through
Houston’s First, we came to see that there were actually other parents going through some
of the same things as us,” said Shannon, a foster/adoptive mom. “We started learning
methods that helped us build trusting relationships, rather than relationships built on
impulsive reactions to the behaviors that surfaced from a child who has been through
‘hurtful places and trauma.’ These methods mirror the heart of our God as He heals our own
hurts through relationship with Him, and through becoming His child.”

Houston’s First – Cypress

It’s time to catch our breath. God is
at work, and His Kingdom is growing
all over the earth. Have you been
exposed to the reality of God’s heart
to reach all peoples? Houston’s First
Baptist Church is committed to joining
in this kingdom work with God. Come,
be trained, and experience God’s
heart to love and reach all people.
Take steps to be involved in missions
in our city, nation, and world.

New Delhi, India

We are:
•
•
•
•
•

Word-Centered – You can trust the authority of Scripture which marks your way of life
(Timothy 3:16-17).
Spirit-Led – Give God time to spiritually work in you and through you (1 Thessalonians 3:23).
Gift-Oriented – God encourages all ethnicities, economic levels, genders and ages to engage in His
Kingdom using their natural and spiritual giftings (1 Peter 4:10-11).
Faith-Based - God instills in us the ability to trust Him (2 Corinthians 5:7).
Vision-Driven - Vision is where you are going and who you are taking with you (Romans 1:16-17).

We believe in:
•

Supernatural Provision - The field is the world. If you go rather than stand around,
God will provide.

Whatever God provides will be enough (Matthew 6:25-26).
Catch your breath—ask God to send you in the right direction. Take that step now!
William Taylor
Missions Pastor
HoustonsFirst.org

“Switzerland was life-changing for me. I went into the
mission trip lost and trying to find myself with God. After
the first few days, I truly began to find my identity in Christ
and I haven’t looked back. In the time since the trip ended,
I have begun to spend daily time with God and have now
begun attending several Bible studies.”

Houston’s First – Downtown

—Hannah Torn, Cambodia Mission Trip

Houston’s First – Sienna

“Four years ago, the thought of door-to-door evangelism was
scary, but I knew it’d be much easier to stomach if I did it on
a mission trip on the other side of the country, so I went on a
mission trip to Oakland, California. After going on that same
trip the following three years, God started turning my fear
of evangelism into a heart for evangelism. Now I’ve started
going to Faith Center–Harwin, where I’ve been empowered
to share my faith with people without having to get on a
plane to do it.”

L E GACY 6 8 5
“A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows is God in His holy dwelling. God sets the
lonely in families…” – Psalm 68:5-6a

Celebrating 10 Years of Connecting, Sustaining, and Equipping Families
Since 2008, Legacy 685, the adoption, foster, and orphan care ministry at Houston’s First,
has been connecting, equipping, and sustaining families who are making the compassionate
choice to adopt and foster children from Houston and around the world. What began as a
small, Sunday gathering and a desire to offset the financial cost of adoption has grown
into a holistic ministry that provides pre- and post-placement education, resources, and
support to families in the hope of seeing permanency and restoration for children from
vulnerable places.
We begin by connecting and equipping families even before they have been placed. Through
trainings such as Life in Limbo, Empowered to Connect, Trust-Based Relational Intervention,
and Trauma Competent Caregiver, families can gain biblical, trauma-informed tools to help
them meet the complex needs of vulnerable children so that parents are empowered to help
them on their journey toward deep, healing connections. In awareness of the difficulties of
the waiting process, through our support gatherings such as Waiting Families, Legacy 685 is

Over the last ten years, Legacy 685 has strategically partnered with global ministries,
orphanages, and other organizations who are caring for the fatherless to help raise the
standard of care for thousands of children in their journey toward healing and hope in Christ.
We have partners in Mexico, Guatemala, India, Russia, Romania, Ukraine, Kenya, Zambia,
and China.

•

In 2017, only 703 people participated, and a lesser number was raised.
Because of our church family’s generosity, Houston’s First was able to send its largest gift ever
to the International Mission Board, the North American Mission Board, and the Southern
Baptists of Texas Convention.
In addition, the generosity of our church family funded a church planting project in San
Francisco, prison projects in Central Asia, a shelter for street girls in Bangladesh, and Syrian
refugee support in Eurasia.

The next World Mission Offering Day of Giving is Sun, Feb 24, 2019

Food Pantry & Clothes Closet

Just down the street from our Faith Center–Spring Branch facility, Houston’s First also has a Food Pantry &
Clothes Closet that is serving thousands of families in need.
•
•

On average, over 2,100 clients are served food and over 1,400 receive clothing each month.
As each of these clients is helped, they are offered prayer and an invitation to receive Christ as their
Lord and Savior.
The Food Pantry & Clothes Closet always has openings for volunteers — and always needs to fill them!

•

The Food Pantry & Clothes Closet is open daily (except for Fri and Sun) from 10a-1p and is located at
8244 Long Point Road.

Please consider serving!

Volunteers are always needed in many areas related to Faith Center–Spring Branch and the Food Pantry &
Clothes Closet. If interested in volunteering, visit HoustonsFirst.org or contact Claudia Reyes (Claudia.Reyes@
HoustonsFirst.org) at 713.554.8817 or Scotty Sanders (Scotty.Sanders@HoustonsFirst.org) at 713.554.8802.

FAITH CENTER–HARWIN

Faith Center–Harwin is open Tue, Thu & Sat from 10a-1p and is located at 5860 Ranchester Dr #833.

With our ministry’s increasing growth and God’s faithfulness, Legacy 685 resources are now
available at The Loop, Cypress, and Sienna Campuses of Houston’s First. With the help and
leadership of Colin and Katy Sproule in Cypress and Tyler and Courtney Scott in Sienna, we
are able to reach even more families through the vision and heart of Legacy 685.

Houston is reported to be the most diverse city in the United States. People from all over the world flock to
this area to start a new life. However, one group—refugees—often come to Houston’s First’s
Faith Center–Harwin for help. They come to us for food assistance, English classes, and even citizenship
classes. On average, our Faith Center–Harwin serves food to over 500 families every month. However,
regardless of the reason they come, they receive something else—something much more valuable—the Good
News of Jesus.

FAITH CENTER–TIMBERGROVE &
HOUSTON WELCOMES REFUGEES

Interested in learning more or joining our community as a family or volunteer? Text
LEGACY685 to 41411, or email us at Legacy685@HoustonsFirst.org.

•

A few years ago, Houston’s First acquired the property of Timbergrove Baptist Church in the Heights. The
property is now the launching point for several amazing ministries.

Aside from housing a food pantry, Faith Center–Harwin specializes in training and sending outreach
teams made up of members of Houston's First. These teams go and search for these refugees, many
of which belong to Unreached People Groups. Many have already embraced Jesus Christ, and we
pray that many more will do so.
		

Harwin Testimony		

Houston’s First – The Loop

“The Word of the Lord encouraged us to take the glory
of the Lord to the nations, and we believe that powerful
things happen when we worship. Houston’s First’s Choir
and Orchestra brought spiritual, physical, and emotional
transformation to Costa Rica. Thank you for influencing &
ministering in my country.”
—Jorge Jimenez, YWAM School of Worship Director & Choir
and Orchestra Costa Rica Trip Coordinator

Faith Center–Spring Branch is blessed to have four church congregations meeting in its facility, hosts
numerous low-income children’s ministries, offers many English as a Second Language classes, houses
the C.H.A.R.M. Prison Ministry, and ministers to hundreds of clients who come for financial and
material assistance.
In all this, the Gospel is shared with each person who comes in contact with our Faith Center.

•

With the help of Legacy 685 and the fund administrator, Lifesong for Orphans, 130 families
have received a grant or interest-free loan through the fund, and 166 children from 19
different countries have been placed in adoptive homes.

WOR L D M I SS I ON O F F E R IN G

•
•

•

Local and Global Impact

— Taylor Clark, Oakland Mission Trip

On February 25, 2018, over 2,500 givers gave to a historic World Mission Offering at Houston’s First that
raised a record-setting $1,888,836.

Our Faith Center–Spring Branch is extremely effective and wears many, many hats. Under the leadership of
Scotty Sanders, Faith Center–Spring Branch has been faithfully serving those who are displaced, oppressed, and
neglected in our city. Here’s an overview of what’s going on at this thriving ministry of our church:

The heart of the ministry is to sustain families after those families have received children
into their home. Through our “wrap-around care,” we provide resources such as professional
referrals for attachment, occupational, play, or speech therapy, counseling for the whole
family, and nutritional assistance. With the help of our volunteer team, we come around
families to pray for and encourage them as well as provide practical help such as babysitting
and respite care, lawn care, and meal delivery. “Legacy 685 has so much to offer foster/
adoptive families!” said Rachel, a foster mom. “We have received continuous prayers,
encouragement, education in truly helpful parenting strategies, meals on hard days, Bible
study opportunities, and connections to successful orphan care leadership in the community.”

—Meghan Spence, Switzerland Mission Trip

“The medical mission trip to Cambodia was my first mission
trip ever! Going into the week I really doubted my ability
to lead boldly and declare the name of Jesus. However,
throughout the eleven days spent in the villages in which
we were ministering, God taught me simplicity. He taught
me that there is simplicity in sharing the Gospel—it doesn’t
have to be a big, complex thing. Ultimately, the Lord taught
me that the simple message of Christ’s ultimate sacrifice
is enough and that God can use our simple gifts to reach
people in extraordinary ways.”

FAITH CENTER–SPRING BRANCH

Legacy 685’s 10th Anniversary Celebration

“Ashley Marie is a 7-year old Cuban refugee. Her family
has struggled with illness since they ar-rived in Houston.
She has often come to the Faith Center–Harwin and asked
us to pray that the hard times that her family has been
facing will come to an end. On August 11, 2018, Ashley
saw the wordless book (pictured) sitting at the check-in
desk. For the first time in her life, she heard the story of
Jesus and her eyes were filled with wonder. When asked,
she said that she wanted to receive Jesus into her heart
so that she can be part of His family and be made clean.
She prayed to receive Christ at our front desk! We gave Ashley a Bible and her face was filled with light.
She said that she felt such joy! Her mom, Aymara, was so moved and thankful. We hope that by seeing her
daughter make a profession of faith, she will soon rededicate her own life.” — by Ana Cowpersmith, Faith
Center–Harwin volunteer

If you would like to serve at the Faith Center–Harwin at the center or on an Outreach Team, contact
Justin Seale at Justin.Seale@HoustonsFirst.org.

•
•
•

Inner Loop Bible Fellowship meets in the Faith Center–Timbergrove sanctuary each Sunday.
Reach Global (Crisis Response Teams) hosts teams from all over the country at
Faith Center–Timbergrove, teams that are working each day to rebuild houses damaged by
Hurricane Harvey.
Houston Welcomes Refugees, which assists families coming to the United States, is headquartered
at Faith Center–Timbergrove.

Houston Welcomes Refugees Testimony

Houston’s First members Adam and Carissa Robertson have become very involved with Houston Welcomes
Refugees since its partnership with Houston’s First was formed. Carissa says this of their time serving with
the ministry: “Getting involved with Houston Welcomes Refugees hasn't simply exposed our kids to another
culture; it has provided a way for them to get emotionally involved and invested in a group of people who
are unlike anybody in their normal friend circles. They have learned how to love people like Jesus does—
with abandon—disregarding language, education, skin color, and culture. And that is priceless. I challenge
everyone to consider giving their life away by investing in refugees. It is a life-changing experience.”

