


DISASTER RELIEF: 
BY THE NUMBERS

$1.5 million 
projected to be disbursed from 
LOVEFIRST Disaster Relief Fund to 
families, non-profits, and churches 
by Dec 31, 2017

$862,151 
given to local churches, ministries 
and 279 families and 8 non-profits 
as of Thu, Oct 26

13,283 
hours worked by 59 out-of-town 
teams representing 30 states 

6,000  
people fed the week after the storm 
at Food Pantries and The Loop Campus

2,000+  
volunteers mobilized for 
Home Relief Teams 

1,100+ 
recorded homes officially served by 
Home Relief Teams (countless more 
served as teams helped neighborhood 
houses) 

“When the rain falls, the church rises.”
 — Pastor Gregg Matte



In addition to the many opportunities presented in this 

booklet, Houston’s First supports multiple non-profits in 

our city, nation, and world that focus on the poor, widow, 

orphan, prisoner, and refugee. For a full list of these 

other organizations and ministries, visit the Missions 

representative at your campus or go to HoustonsFirst.org.
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Missions at Houston’s First
The Houston’s First Baptist Church Missions Team desires 
for believers to understand, own, and execute the Great 
Commission found in Matthew 28:16-20. Each component 
requires training, exposure to ministry, mentorship, and 
intentional prayer. Our Team is committed to working together 
to train believers in carrying out the Great Commission 
through the love of Christ.
 
The goals and strategies of Houston’s First mission 
endeavors include:
•  Making disciples by planting churches in global cities
•  Carrying the name of Jesus to billions of unreached people
•  Bringing justice into dark places
 
Houston’s First is located in Houston, Texas, one of the largest 
and most diverse cities in America. We are doing everything 
we can to love our city, and pursue the changing nation and 
world in which we live.
 

Faith Centers
Houston’s First has three local ministry centers that are 
supported by the Houston’s First Missions staff and budget. 
These centers are strategically located around the city and 
are operated largely through the assistance of volunteers. 
The need for volunteers is critical and ongoing. It takes 100 
volunteers per week to effectively run these ministries!
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Faith Center–Spring Branch
8009 Long Point Rd., Houston, TX 77055
Contact: Claudia.Reyes@HoustonsFirst.org
 
For more than 30 years, this ministry has provided an array 
of classes, training opportunities, and outreach ministries for 
Spring Branch residents and volunteers. Requiring at least 20 
volunteers each day, these currently include:
•  Food Pantry & Clothes Closet: Mon-Thu & Sat @ 10a-1p
    8244 Long Point Rd., Houston, TX 77055 
• English as a Second Language (ESL): Tue & Thu, morning   
 and evening classes
•  Benevolence Ministry
•  Apartment Ministry
•  Computer Ministry

Faith Center–Harwin
5860 Ranchester, Suite 833, Houston, TX, 77036
Contact: Justin.Seale@HoustonsFirst.org
 
Houston’s First put love in action by opening a Faith Center 
near Harwin Drive in southwest Houston. Faith Center-Harwin 
provides refugees with assistance in navigating a new culture 
and city through English classes and outreach ministries, 
requiring at least 10 volunteers each day.
•  Food Pantry & Clothes Closet: Tue, Thu & Sat @ 10a-1p
•  ESL: Wed & Sat @ 10a-12p
•  Kids’ Club (Apartment Ministry): Saturdays
•  Youth Outreach 
•  Community Outreach
•  Women’s Outreach
 

Faith Center–The Grove
946 W. 17th St., Houston, TX 77008
Contact: Scotty.Sanders@HoustonsFirst.org
 
The Grove is a developing Faith Center that serves Houston’s 
First in three vital areas as a:
•  Homebase for church plants that are developing and 
 growing in ministry
•  Training Center to instruct and debrief short- and long-term 
 missionaries
•  Housing for short-term missions teams and Houston’s First 
 mission interns
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HOW TO JOIN A MISSION TEAM
 
We encourage members of Houston’s First to participate in 
the worldwide missions movement. To make that possible, 
we have an established process for joining a mission team or 
project. Take the first step by visiting HoustonsFirst.org or talk 
with the Missions representative at your campus to begin the 
process for team selections.

Interest Form

1. Go to Houstons First.org and search “Mission Trips”

2. Select your desired trip

3. Click the “Interest Form” button under the “Details” section

4. On the trip’s page, click the “Apply Today” button

5. Either login or create an account

6. Complete the application questions provided

 • Click “Submit Application” when finished

7. Click “Update My Profile” button when prompted

 • Complete A L L of the profile questions

 • Click “Save” when finished

8. A Missions staff associate will contact you for a 

phone interview

9. Once the interview is done, you will receive an email letting 

you know if you’ve been accepted or not
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WHAT TO EXPECT

Once a decision has been made for you to join a specific team, 
you will receive an email from F O C U S Missions that provides 
you with a link to be on the team. This is where you will 
electronically sign waivers and complete your paperwork for 
your upcoming trip.

Purchase Passport & Visa

We encourage every person to own a passport. The passport 
cost and visa fees are not included in your team overall cost 
unless otherwise noted. You can apply to a team prior to 
securing a passport. If you own a passport, please review it to 
make sure you have plenty of blank pages (a minimum of 4-5 
pages when traveling internationally with multiple stops). Also, 
verify the expiration date of your passport is six (6) months 
beyond the date of return to the United States. 
 
If your trip leaves in eight (8) weeks or less and you have not 
applied for a new passport, please contact the Missions staff or 
team leader for information on how to expedite your passport.

Team Meetings

All team meetings are required unless providentially hindered. 
Attendance at these will usually be on a Sunday following 
morning church worship services. These are led by the 
team leader.

Finances

All trips are to be financially solvent. Therefore, a budget 
is approved prior to any mission trip or project. A budget 
generally consists of airfare, lodging, transportation, food, 
insurance, supplies, and gifts. All mission trips are faith 
projects and everyone is expected to raise their own support. 
The Missions staff has a fundraising booklet consisting of 
guidelines and recommendations on how to raise support for 
a mission trip.
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Short-Term Teams
Each of the five Houston’s First campuses has unique mission 
trips designed specifically for its members. Members at 
each campus have the opportunity to participate in these 
missions endeavors in various locations in the United States 
and internationally. If space permits, campus teams may 
be integrated and include members from other campuses. 
Fundraising training is available for all mission trips.
 
The Missions team adds trips at various times throughout the 
year as the Lord provides opportunities for us. Please check 
HoustonsFirst.org for the most current list of trips. Please 
be aware that all Houston’s First mission trips, including 
dates and prices, are subject to change.
 

ALL CAMPUSES
Houston 1:8
July 9-13, 2018

Houston 1:8 began as a service project of a Young Single 
Adult Life Bible Study at one ministry site in the late 1990s. 
Around the same time, the church encouraged members to 
grow in their faith by going on short-term mission trips to other 
nations.

Church leaders recognized that a first step for many members 
before going on such trips would be to simply go across the 
street to share the love and truth of Jesus — and Houston 1:8 
provided that opportunity.



9

Since then, this annual mission trip to our city has grown into 
a churchwide endeavor throughout the greater Houston 
area. The focus is for church members to engage in their 
neighborhoods. 
 
Our goal during Houston 1:8 is to encourage and equip 
Houston’s First members to be involved in long-term ministry 
where they live so that, as a community of believers, we can 
make a difference in our city. As a result, our primary focus 
will be to equip and encourage church members to engage in 
their neighborhoods. We also have a few designated ministry 
sites which we are in partnership with as year-long ministry 
partners. We want our members to be missionaries in their 
neighborhoods throughout the year — not just one week in 
July.
 
Imagine the difference we could make if the Houston’s First 
family lived out the Gospel in our community as we go about 
our daily lives!

Houston 1:8 statistics in 2017:

•  1,500+ people from Houston’s First served the city

•  Approximately 4,000 unique ministry encounters 

 throughout the week

•  150 households involved in the Neighborhood Track

•  400+ participants in the Neighborhood Track

•  4 mission churches equipped and trained to lead VBS

•  101 reported decisions for Christ

 
Visit HoustonsFirst.org and search “Houston 1:8” to 
learn more about this mission trip to our city.

THE LOOP
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THE LOOP

Israel — Summit and Impact Single Adults
February • Ground package $1,650 + flight cost
Join Summit Young Singles and Impact Single Adults as we visit 
Israel and take the Bible from a story to a reality. The hope is for 
single adults to experience this faith-trip sooner rather than later, 
and that the fruit of a trip like this will have an impact on them for 
years to come.

Costa Rica
Spring Break • Ground package $850 + flight cost
The trip is designed for families and first-time international 
missionaries. Team members will participate in a variety of ministry 
opportunities including children’s outreach, sports camp, mercy 
ministries, evangelism, and work projects. 

NYC
March and July  • Ground package $500 + flight cost
Church planting is in the DNA of our partners in NYC. We will 
partner with church planters throughout the city of New York. 
The attractions and opportunities of the Big Apple bring people 
from all over the world. This trip is founded on prayer, evangelism, 
connection, and pushing the boundaries of intentionality by 
sharing your faith through spiritual conversations. The people of 
New York City are in need of authentic people who know God. 
Come be trained and grow in giving your life away.

Cambodia (Medical)
June • Ground package $800 + flight cost
Cambodia is a land of rich culture and history, and many hearts 
are hungry to know the one true God. We will partner with a local 
church in Kratie, Cambodia, to share the love of Jesus. The ministry 
opportunities on this trip include conducting medical clinics in 
rural areas, encouraging the believers, and reaching out to staff 
at the local hospital. Medical and non-medical team members are 
needed.
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Costa Rica — Choir & Orchestra
June • Ground package $600 + flight cost
Come along with the Choir & Orchestra on this mission tour to 
Costa Rica! We will lead worship and work alongside several 
congregations to spread the Gospel. We will also teach and host 
workshops. Singers and non-singers are welcome!

Germany
June • Ground package $1,300 + flight cost 
There have never been more refugees in the history of the world 
as there are today. This journey to love refugees is your chance 
to reach “every nation in one location.” You will engage with 
immigrants from across North Africa, Asia, and the Middle East 
on the streets of Frankfurt. Team members will also have the 
opportunity to minister to Syrian refugees who are fleeing to 
Europe. In just one week, with the proper training each morning, 
you can spread the Gospel among unengaged people groups, 
establish new churches, and launch a Gospel movement that 
outlives your time on Earth. 

Guatemala
July • Ground package $975 + flight cost
Listen, pray, and share as we visit remote villages in southern 
Guatemala. These areas need medical help due to limited access 
to basic medical attention. These villages are also in need of a 
healthy biblical understanding. Come join us as we partner with 
God to take the gospel to the forgotten places in Guatemala.

Kenya
July • Ground package $1,300 + flight cost
The plight of the orphan in Africa has captured the hearts of so 
many people around the world. The need is great and the pain 
is great. This trip will train and equip you to love the orphan and 
yourself with emotional intelligence. Come be a part of God’s 
reconciling work in Kenya and His heart for the fatherless.

Middle East (Medical)
July • Ground package $1,350 + flight cost
This region’s conflicts have taken a severe toll on civilians’ lives 
and fundamental rights. Parties to the conflict are frequently 
violating international humanitarian and human rights law. We will 
attend a regional medical conference to learn and encourage the 
people on the field. After the conference, the team will make visits 
to various areas, including local clinics tending to the needs of the 
suffering population in the region. Team members will advance 
the love of Jesus through physical and spiritual needs.
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Xàtiva
July • Ground package $800 + flight cost
Less than 1 percent of Spain’s 50 million people is evangelical. 
The country is spiritually void and in need of revival! On this trip, 
we will partner with the local Baptist church to build a bridge to 
the community through a week-long English Day Camp. Our Day 
Camp provides an opportunity for children from the city to form 
friendships with children from the church, to practice speaking 
English, and to become familiar with the Gospel. Team members 
will interact with the children through engaging and thoughtful 
ways, including  music, sports, games, stories, and crafts. We 
will also serve our host church in small service projects and be 
encouraged among our brothers and sisters in Christ through 
fellowship, prayer, and personal testimonies.

Norway
July • Ground package $1,150 + flight cost
Have a passion for evangelism or desire more growth in this 
area? Come and join us as we go to the city of Oslo to reach 
the Norwegian people through street evangelism. You will be 
equipped and empowered to reach people with the Gospel and 
grow in your capacity to reach and disciple the people in your 
own city.

Brazil
August • Ground package $1,000+ flight cost
The outreach strategy in Brazil is different since most of the 
unreached people in Rio are wealthy. Many people are either 
enslaved to idol wealth or they practice “Spiritism.” We will 
work with our partners in the field to reach a neighborhood with 
activities that collide with their daily lifestyle — beach volleyball/
tennis, stretch classes, and Bible study. This trip also offers 
exposure to church planting in multiple sub-cultures of Brazil. You 
will learn how to do life-on-life ministry seeing the same people 
throughout the week.

Montana
August • Ground package $350 + flight cost
Jesus taught that He did not come to be served, but to serve. 
This trip is an experience to extend love to the native American 
community in Montana at a powwow through acts of service — 
picking up their trash, handing out water and coffee, and offering 
prayer. You will learn how to prayer walk, contextualize the Gospel 
for a native culture, and understand the ongoing hurt today’s 
native people have from generations ago.
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London
August •  Ground package $1,000 + flight cost
The aftermath of Brexit and the spiritual history of London create 
one of the most unique spiritual climates in its history. On this trip, 
you will learn how to awaken people to the joy God has for the city 
of London. We will hit the streets of London and reach the people 
God has for us by being spirit-dependent and connecting them to 
a local body of believers for discipleship. In one week, see what is 
possible when two or three agree in His name.

East Asia (City)
October • Ground package $1,000 + flight cost
The church in East Asia is moving and sends missionaries 
throughout the world. With the appropriate experience and 
training, team members will be a part of leadership development 
for our East Asian brothers and sisters to further advance the 
kingdom here and now.

East Asia (Unreached People Group)
October • Ground package $1,000 + flight cost
There are many unreached people groups (UPGs) in East Asia. 
Come and join the passion God has for these people who have 
yet to meet Jesus. Learn the culture of the J-people and press into 
prayer. This is a trip for those who are hungry to encounter the 
power of God in prayer and intercession. You will learn how to 
pray and to listen, and will engage in the renewing work of God in 
a place He desires to break in.

CYPRESS

Costa Rica
June • Ground package $600 + flight cost
Team members will work with Instep Ministries during this 
missions trip. They will do children’s activities in the local public 
school as well as some light labor in the school. Other activities 
include strategic prayer walking, and working with a small local 
congregation.

New York City
October • Ground package $400 + flight cost
Come and join the team as we minister to the different boroughs 
in New York City. The team will partner with the First Baptist 
Church in the City of New York as well as the Metropolitan New 
York Baptist Association. The attractions and opportunities of the 
Big Apple bring people from all over the world to NYC. This trip is 
your chance to reach a diverse group of people as you share the 
love of Christ with them. 
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Dominican Republic
October • Ground package $500 + flight cost
Come be a part of what God is doing in the Dominican Republic 
through Freedom International Ministries. Team members on 
this trip will love on kids in a bilingual Christian school and the 
surrounding villages they come from in the rural countryside. 
You will have the option of serving in the preschool or on the 
construction team, as well as participating in VBS in the nearby 
villages.

DOWNTOWN

New York City
October • Ground package $400 + flight cost
Come and join the team as we minister to the different boroughs 
in New York City. The team will partner with the First Baptist 
Church in the City of New York as well as the Metropolitan New 
York Baptist Association. The attractions and opportunities of the 
Big Apple bring people from all over the world to NYC. This trip is 
your chance to reach a diverse group of people as you share the 
love of Christ with them. 

ESPAÑOL

Culiacán
July • Ground package $500 + flight cost
If you are skilled and passionate about serving a pioneering effort, 
come and help a church plant in the capital city of Sinaloa, a state 
in Mexico. We are looking for team members with the ability to 
serve in many capacities — children, youth, marriage workshops, 
leading worship, and leadership development.

SIENNA

Oakland
Spring Break • Ground package $750 + flight cost 
This region of the United States is one of the most economically 
affluent areas in America, yet it carries the connotation as being 
one of the most secular regions as well. Through the vision of 
MISSION 1:8, Houston’s First was a foundational church planting 
partner with The Movement Church (launched in Fall 2013) with 
Pastor Edward Paz. As we serve together, we will push back 
darkness by prayer walking, engaging the local neighborhoods 
through outreach endeavors, and helping the church make 
deeper inroads into their community. On this trip, expect to be 
challenged when it comes to contextualizing the Gospel.   
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MISSIONARIES

Houston’s First is dedicated to Great Commission fulfillment 
all over the world. In fact, Houston’s First supports 
125 missionaries who represent 30 different countries. 
We believe that the Gospel is truly unstoppable, and this is 
showcased by the work of our missionaries. 
 
There are many ways in which you can get involved in coming 
alongside the missionaries that Houston’s First supports.

Missionary Prayer Nights
 At these quarterly nights of prayer, the Houston’s First 
 family comes together to worship, intercede, and co-labor 
 with our missionaries abroad.
 
Adopt a Missionary
 Through this program, individuals, families, or Life Bible 
 Studies can adopt missionaries and their families and 
 become their “care contact.” You will become Houston’s 
 First’s main point of contact for that missionary in helping 
 them to continue to do what they do on the ground.
 
Return Missionary Workers
 Through this regular gathering, Houston’s First seeks to 
 provide community and support to these return missionary 
 workers through the incredible love and support of the 
 people of this church.
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LEGACY 685

An Adoption, Foster & Orphan Care Ministry of Houston’s First
 
“A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his 
holy dwelling. God sets the lonely in families…” Psalm 68:5-6a
 
Legacy 685 was established in 2008 and is dedicated to 
serving adoptive and foster families through intentional 
community, relevant biblical equipping, and funding through 
the adoption assistance fund.

Intentional community gatherings occur regularly, giving 
families (pre- and post-placement) the opportunity to connect 
with others and receive support and prayer throughout the 
placement process. Relevant, biblical equipping classes are 
offered throughout the year on Sundays and Wednesdays 
with a focus on Trust-Based Parenting. Through weekly Life 
Bible Studies, Milestones classes, and Empowered to Connect 
Parenting Courses, Legacy 685 provides parents with the tools 
needed for deep, transformational, healing connections with 
children from hard places.

The Adoption Assistance Fund has mobilized over $1.5 million 
to support the adoption of children throughout our city, 
nation, and world. The Fund is made possible through faithful 
contributions from the Houston’s First family, outside donors, 
and other sources. Over the last ten years, Legacy 685 has 
been honored to partner with families to bring 160 children 
into permanency through the miracle of adoption. 
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Legacy 685 is committed to:
•  Advocating for the Orphan
•  Equipping and encouraging foster and adoptive families
•  Empowering the church to raise the standard of care for 
 children and families in need

Legacy 685 promotes:
• Preservation and restoration of families of origin
•  Family reunification, whenever possible
•  Adoption, when there is no other option

Become intentionally involved in Legacy 685 by:
• Attending a quarterly prayer meeting
•● Participate in Life in Limbo, a 90-minute experience which 
 highlights the complexities of the global orphan crisis
•● Donate to the Adoption Assistance Fund
• Volunteer 

Contact: Legacy685@HoustonsFirst.org
 
Global Partners

KENYA
Little Eden
His Cherished Ones
Heshima
Into Abba’s Arms

RUSSIA
Fory Charitable Trust

GUATEMALA
Village of Hope
AsoCriGua
Casa Salazar

INDIA 
As Our Own

ZAMBIA
Family Legacy

CHINA 
Eagles Nest

MEXICO
Back 2 Back

ROMANIA
Romanian Christian 

Enterprises 
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This special offering supports missionaries serving on the field 
and is given separately from your ongoing contributions to our 
Great Commission Fund (or operating budget). Last year, our 
church family gave over $1 million to the World Mission Offering!

Houston’s First will send 100 percent of your faith gift to the 
following organizations to support missionaries throughout our 
world, nation and state.  
International Mission Board - 85%
North American Mission Board - 10%
Southern Baptists of Texas Convention - 5% 
This year, Houston’s First will observe one designated day of 
giving to the World Mission Offering on Sun, Feb 25, 2018. 
When the time comes, you will be able to donate your tax-
deductible donation to the offering in the following ways:

Onsite: Use designated envelopes available at each campus.
Online: Visit the Giving page on HoustonsFirst.org.
On Mobile: Use the official Houston’s First Baptist Church app 
for iOS or Android.
By Mail: Use the envelope sent to your home to send a check 
payable to Houston’s First Baptist Church. 

Thank you in advance for your generosity as we support 
missionaries around the globe!

Unstoppable Gospel

WORLD MISSION OFFERING 
Sun, FEB 25, 2018 

mission offerings

Missionary Journeys: Fundraising training is available for 
all mission trip participants. In addition, anyone can provide 
scholarships or gifts toward any mission trip or cause.

Local Missions Offering: This supports all ongoing local mission 
endeavors at our Faith Centers, such as the Food Pantry, Clothes 
Closet, and Benevolence Ministry.

Lord’s Supper Offering: Received each time the Lord’s Supper 
is observed in our worship services, this offering is designated for 
various non-profits and worldwide causes and natural disasters. 
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