
FirstKids is a Gospel Transforming, Disciple Making, and Family Centered Kids Ministry! 
 
 

Return to FirstKids 
  
Initially, FirstKids will return to a “One Hour Kids Programming.” Simply put, “One Hour Programming” refers to one of 

the two program times scheduled each Sunday: Life Bible Study and congregational worship. Historically, First Kids 
ministries has been designed to host kids for both the LBS and worship hours on Sunday. However, due to social 

distancing limitations as we regather, kids may register and attend either the 9:15a the 10:45a or the 6:30p Life Bible 
Study “hour.”  At the end of that hour children will need to be picked up. They may, of course attend congregational 

worship during the other hour with their families. 
 
Best Practices: 
 
THE FACILITIES: 

1. Classrooms, hallways, and gathering areas will experience a deep cleaning prior to return. 
2. Restrooms will be cleaned prior to and periodically throughout the session.  

 
REGISTRATION & DROP-OFF: 

3. To ensure FirstKids has adequate teachers and space, both kids and volunteers will pre-register each 
week for LBS. 

4. All FirstKids leaders (staff and volunteer leaders) will be required to wear face masks while serving in 
the FirstKids ministry area. 

5. Only one parent should accompany their child to the Kids Ministry area for drop-off. 
6. Social distancing will be encouraged as families arrive to the Kids Ministry area. 
7. The FirstKids child security system (computer generated coded labels) will continue to be 

implemented.  
8. Hand sanitizer will be provided at all check in stations for use after a parent has used the touch 

screens. FirstKids staff will sanitize the screens multiple times during the day.  
9. Children will not be allowed to bring personal items (handbags, backpacks, tote bags, toys, blankets, 

etc.) into the suite. Children are encouraged to bring their Bibles to church but to remove covers/totes 
before arrival. 

10. Kids/parents and ministry volunteers will be asked a series of health and behavior related questions 
and their temperature taken before entering the suite.  
• Has your child shown any symptoms of COVID-19 in the past 14 days? Fever greater than 100º? 

Chest Congestion? Shortness of Breath? 
• Has your child been exposed to anyone who has been diagnosed with COVID-19 within the last 

14 days? 
• Is your child able to self-regulate (follow the policies and procedures as related to COVID-19)? 

11. Entrance doors to the ministry suite will remain closed (or manned when opened), only allowing those 
who have been screened to enter. 

12. Hand sanitizing will be required upon entrance into the Kids Ministry suite.  
13. Children (1st grade and up) will be strongly encouraged to wear face masks while at church.  
  

DURING THE SESSION: 
14. Classrooms will maintain HFBC policy of two CPP approved (and now COVID-trained) adults in each 

room at all times. 
15. Each class will keep accurate records of those attending each session. 
16. To reduce handling of classroom doorknobs, doors will be left open (but remained locked should they 

need to be closed in the event of an emergency). 
17. Social distancing recommendations (6’ distancing) will be encouraged both outside and inside the 

classrooms. 



18. Hand sanitizing will be encouraged several times during the session. Anyone leaving the room will be 
required to use hand sanitizer immediately upon return. 

19. Session plans and teaching practices will be used that meet COVID-19 precautionary practices (no 
food related activities, encouraged social distancing, reduce the use of multiple touched resources). 

20. Anyone who exhibits COVID-19 like symptoms or is unable to self-regulate during the session will be 
isolated immediately, a parent called, and asked to return home as soon as possible. 

 
PICK-UP: 

21. Only one parent should return to the Kids Ministry suite for pick-up and do so at the designated pick 
up area (outside the suite) with social distancing encouraged. The FirstKids child security system 
(matching computer-generated codes) will be enforced.  

 
FOLLOWING THE SESSION: 

22. Classrooms will be disinfected between each usage. (This includes but is not limited to all tables, 
chairs, teaching resources and equipment, used during the session.) 

23. When possible, the same classrooms will not be used for back-to-back sessions. 
24. Classroom resources used during the session will be disinfected between usages. 

 
25. If there is evidence that a child or adult leader could have been exposed to the COVID virus while 

part of NextGen programming, we will contact parents in that ministry by email as soon as possible. 
Please make sure that the church has your most current email by contacting your child’s ministry (i.e. 
Preschool, Children, Students, etc.). 

 
If you are notified, please pay careful attention to your child, checking for symptoms and contacting 
your doctor if you have questions or concerns. If COVID symptom occur or your child tests positive 
for the virus, please contact Rae.Edwards@houstonsfirst.org immediately. 

 
If a child or leader exhibits any of the following symptoms while at church: 

- Fever (greater than 100º) 
- Persistent cough 
- Shortness of breath 

 
Or TWO or more of these symptoms: 

- Chills     
- Muscle pain    
- Repeated shaking with chills  
- Headache    
- Sore throat    
- Vomiting 

- New loss of taste or smell 
- Diarrhea 
- Trouble breathing 
- Persistent pain or pressure in the chest 
- Bluish lips or face 

 
… they will be asked to leave the building for everyone’s safety. In this situation, parents of that child 
will be contacted to come and get their child to take them home and parents of children who might 
have interacted with that person will be contacted by email. 
 


