
January	  8,	  2014	  
“Will	  Your	  2014	  Be	  Any	  Different	  Spiritually?”	  

1	  Kings	  18:22-‐39	  
	  
	  

1)	  	   We	  See	  a	  Difference	  When	  We	  Hear	  God’s	  Voice	  	  
	   -‐17:3	  “Leave	  here,	  go	  eastward,	  hide	  yourself	  at	  the	  Wadi	  Cherith…”	  
	   -‐17:9	  “Get	  up,	  go	  to	  Zarephath	  that	  belongs	  to	  Sidon	  and	  stay	  there.”	  
	   -‐18:1	  “Go	  and	  present	  yourself	  to	  Ahab.”	  
	  
	  
2)	  	  	  	  	  We	  See	  a	  Difference	  When	  We	  Follow	  God’s	  Plan	  “…that	  at	  Your	  word	  I	  have	  

done	  all	  these	  things.”	  (18:36b)	  
	  
	  
	  3)	  	   We	  See	  a	  Difference	  When	  We	  Trust	  God’s	  Word	  (photo	  Elijah)	  
	   -‐Mt	  Carmel	  was	  a	  hostile	  site	  
	   -‐Prophets	  of	  Baal	  were	  a	  hostile	  crowd	  
	   -‐Elijah	  let	  them	  choose	  the	  sacrifice	  
	   -‐Elijah	  let	  them	  have	  the	  first	  try	  
	   -‐The	  test	  favored	  Baal	  
	   -‐Elijah	  mocked	  the	  prophets	  of	  Baal	  
	   -‐Elijah	  had	  his	  sacrifice	  soaked	  in	  water	  
	   -‐Elijah	  had	  no	  fallback	  plan	  
	  
	  
4)	  	   We	  See	  a	  Difference	  When	  We	  Step	  Aside	  and	  Allow	  God	  to	  Provide	  Victory	  

“Then	  Yahweh’s	  fire	  fell	  and	  consumed	  the	  burnt	  offering,	  the	  wood,	  the	  stones,	  
and	  the	  dust,	  and	  it	  licked	  up	  the	  water	  that	  was	  in	  the	  trench.”	  (18:38)	  

	  
	  
1Ki 18:22-39  Then Elijah said to the people, "I am the only remaining prophet of the LORD, 
but Baal's prophets are 450 men.  (23)  Let two bulls be given to us. They are to choose one bull 
for themselves, cut it in pieces, and place it on the wood but not light the fire. I will prepare the 
other bull and place it on the wood but not light the fire.  (24)  Then you call on the name of 
your god, and I will call on the name of Yahweh. The God who answers with fire, He is God." 
All the people answered, "That sounds good."  (25)  Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, 
"Since you are so numerous, choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it first. Then call on 



the name of your god but don't light the fire."  (26)  So they took the bull that he gave them, 
prepared it, and called on the name of Baal from morning until noon, saying, "Baal, answer 
us!" But there was no sound; no one answered. Then they danced, hobbling around the altar 
they had made.  (27)  At noon Elijah mocked them. He said, "Shout loudly, for he's a god! 
Maybe he's thinking it over; maybe he has wandered away; or maybe he's on the road. Perhaps 
he's sleeping and will wake up!"  (28)  They shouted loudly, and cut themselves with knives and 
spears, according to their custom, until blood gushed over them.  (29)  All afternoon they kept 
on raving until the offering of the evening sacrifice, but there was no sound; no one answered, 
no one paid attention.  (30)  Then Elijah said to all the people, "Come near me." So all the 
people approached him. Then he repaired the LORD's altar that had been torn down:  (31)  
Elijah took 12 stones--according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the 
word of the LORD had come, saying, "Israel will be your name"--  (32)  and he built an altar 
with the stones in the name of Yahweh. Then he made a trench around the altar large enough 
to hold about four gallons.  (33)  Next, he arranged the wood, cut up the bull, and placed it on 
the wood. He said, "Fill four water pots with water and pour it on the offering to be burned and 
on the wood."  (34)  Then he said, "A second time!" and they did it a second time. And then he 
said, "A third time!" and they did it a third time.  (35)  So the water ran all around the altar; he 
even filled the trench with water.  (36)  At the time for offering the evening sacrifice, Elijah the 
prophet approached the altar and said, "Yahweh, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, today let 
it be known that You are God in Israel and I am Your servant, and that at Your word I have 
done all these things.  (37)  Answer me, LORD! Answer me so that this people will know that 
You, Yahweh, are God and that You have turned their hearts back."  (38)  Then Yahweh's fire 
fell and consumed the burnt offering, the wood, the stones, and the dust, and it licked up the 
water that was in the trench.  (39)  When all the people saw it, they fell facedown and said, 
"Yahweh, He is God! Yahweh, He is God!" 
 

	  
You	  can	  follow	  David	  on	  Twitter	  @	  DavidJSelf	  or	  visit	  our	  website	  if	  you	  miss	  a	  lesson	  or	  for	  more	  
information	  at:	  www.houstonsfirst.org/highpoint,	  if	  you	  go	  to	  Downloads	  you	  can	  find	  the	  audio	  file	  
and	  listening	  guide	  for	  each	  week.	  You	  may	  also	  sign	  up	  for	  our	  weekly	  email	  list	  there.	  	  Feel	  free	  to	  
forward	  this	  invitation	  to	  a	  friend.	  	  See	  you	  there!	  

Upcoming	  High	  Point	  Speakers:	  
David	  Self	  

1/8,	  1/15,	  1/22,	  1/29;	  2/12,	  2/19;	  
3/5,	  3/12,	  3/19,	  3/26;	  4/2,	  4/9,	  4/16	  

	  
Guest	  Speakers:	  	  

Gregg	  Matte	  on	  2/5	  
Jerrell	  Altic	  on	  2/26	  

	  


