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Find more about Houston’s First Baptist Church’s response on our “Coronavirus Updates” page at HoustonsFirst.org. 

 
As Pastor Gregg Matte preached on Sun, Mar 8 (“Living In His Power”), we have a choice as to how we react 
to the Facts and Fear surrounding the COVID-19 outbreak. As believers, we choose to trust in the Lord and to 

point people to the cross of Jesus Christ. We also have a powerful weapon at our disposal – PRAYER. You 
have no doubt been in prayer in recent days regarding decisions for yourself and your family. We would also 

like to unite the entire Houston’s First family in prayer during these uncertain times. Here are some prayer 
points we can all raise together: 

 

Prayer for those afflicted by the virus – COVID-19 is a real disease and has impacted people across 

the globe. We weep with those who have fallen ill because of this outbreak, and we seek healing for 
them. James 5:14 calls us to pray for those who need physical healing: “Is anyone among you sick? Let 

him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of 

the Lord.” 
 

Prayer for our leaders – Those in positions of leadership need our prayers now more than ever as they 

make decisions that impact the lives of millions of people. In 1 Timothy 2:1-3, Paul urges us to pray for 

our leaders: “First of all, then, I urge that all supplications, prayers, intercessions and thanksgivings be 
made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet 

life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior.” 
 

Prayer for peace of mind – In Isaiah 41:10, we are reminded of these words of assurance: “Do not fear, 

for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will 

uphold you with my righteous right hand.”  In Philippians 4:5b-7, we read this admonition: “The Lord is 
at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

 
What the world sees as a time to cry out in desperation and fear, we as the Church know is a chance to cry out 

to God and to place our faith in Him. Please join us as we seek His face and pray that the Gospel would be 

proclaimed amid the noise and confusion. The Truth of the Gospel is our assurance in everyday life, but it is 
particularly so in troubling times. 


