
 

Partnering with Parents Guide 

Parents/Guardians have the greatest influence in the lives of their children. Because of this, Small Group 

Leaders want to be intentional about partnering with parents to engage their students’ growing faith 

beyond programming nights. Here are several ways you can partner with parents that are beneficial to 

you as a leader, your students, and their parents. 

1. Introduce yourself to them. 

Sending an introductory email to parents letting them know who you are goes a long way towards 

creating a partnership with you in leading their students. In your email, it is great to include: 
 You and your Co-Leader’s names and a photo of you both. 

 Details about yourself (Where you went to school, hobbies, interests, and information about your 

family, job etc.). 

 Why you are passionate about being a Student Ministries Small Group Leader. 

 Your hopes/dreams for the programming year working with the students. 

The sooner you send this introductory email to parents, the better. Begin building bridges with 

parents as soon as possible! 

2. Ask for their help. 

Here are a few ways parents can be resources for you: 
 Provide insight into their student’s interests, struggles, and hopes. 

 Be available as designated subs in the event you can’t make it to small group unexpectedly. 

(Background Authorization Form must be completed by parents to sub) 

 Parents often offer to use their homes as host sites for small groups to hang out together outside 

of programming. If a parent completes a Motor Vehicle Report (MVR) form, they can also help 

you with transporting students as needed for service projects or hangouts. 

 

3. Keep them informed. 

Every small group is unique, so conversations vary widely within groups. Because of this, leaders should 

send an email to parents often enough so that they are informed and can continue small group 

conversations at home. You don’t have to email parents every week, but here are a few times you 

should: 
 When a particularly deep conversation takes place. (You don’t share specifics with parents, but 

rather general discussion topics from that night.) 

 You are planning a Service Project or fun hangout night. 

 Prayer requests that you and your Co-Leader have for the group. (Again, these can be general 

prayer requests for the group as a whole.) 

 

4. Involve them in meaningful moments. 

If your small group is getting together for an event that you think their parents would feel honored 

being a part of – invite them! Events parents would likely want to be involved in include: 
 Baptisms 

 Bible Studies during the Summer 

 Fun Events (Sports, Plays, Game Night etc.) 



Be sure to maintain a healthy balance with involving parents in your small group experience. A small 

group should be a safe place for students to express things to their peers that they may not be ready to 

discuss with their parents yet. If you ever have any questions or concerns over what to communicate to 

parents or not, feel free to always contact your Coach and the Student Ministries Team for guidance! 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

 What if I never hear back from parents when I email them? 

Many parents have busy schedules that may cause them to put off or forget to respond to 

you. Here are some great ways to follow up in the event you don’t hear from them: 

o Call the parents and introduce yourself while referencing your emails. 

o Check with your students to ensure their parents’ contact information is accurate. 

o Continue sending emails to the parents, even if you never hear back from them. On 

several occasions, parents begin responding over time when they see how dedicated 

leaders are in serving their students. 

 

 My “InFellowship” account shows that some of my students’ profiles don’t have a parent’s 

email address listed. What should I do? 

Some InFellowship accounts (typically Sr. High Students) do not have the parent’s email 

address listed under the student. Instead, these accounts have the student’s email listed. If this 

is the case in your group, ask your students to provide their parent’s email addresses so that 

you can email parents directly. If the InFellowship account for one of your students doesn’t 

have an email listed at all, please contact Erik Poch or Allison Jensen on the Student Ministries 

Team for assistance. 

 

 When is it appropriate to inform parents about a concern I have for their student? 

As a Small Group Leader, you may have something concerning arise with one of your 

students. This concern is likely something you would want to bring up with parents, but you are 

concerned about breaching your student’s trust. Here are some potential ways to respond: 

o If the concern is a safety issue, notify the Student Ministries Team immediately and they 

will follow up appropriately and keep you informed. 

o Ask the student if they have spoken with their parents about the situation. If not, ask 

them if they would feel comfortable doing so. Hosanna! has many family resources 

available as well that can benefit both students and parents depending on the 

concern. 

o If you have any doubts, always come to a Hosanna! Student Ministries Team Member 

and we will handle the situation on a case-by-case basis to ensure the student and 

parents are honored. 

 

 I haven’t seen a student show up to small group in a while. Should I contact the parents? 

Yes! It is great to email parents and text the student that you missed seeing them that week. If 

it has been several weeks, we recommend you email parents to check in and see how the 

student is doing and if there is anything the Student Ministries Team can help with. 

 

 

Questions? Email: Erikp@hosannalc.org or Allisonj@hosannalc.org. 
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